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Abstract 
The study looked on the educational requirements and resources for 

internally displaced children (IDCs) in the IDP camps in Abuja. Literature 

also showed that inadequate educational facilities and services are among 

the ways that IDPs are deprived of their human rights. The study's goal is 

to evaluate the degree of educational demands that are met for IDP children 

as well as how parents feel about the lack of educational services provided 

to their children in IDP camps. The sample was made up of 520 respondents 

who were chosen from four IDP camps in Abuja using a purposive selection 

technique. A 30-item questionnaire created by the researcher was used to 

gather information from the respondents on their educational and physical 

needs. Simple percentages and frequency counts were used to assess the 

data. research results showed that the IDPs lacked several educational and 

physical necessities. They gave the absence of most physical and 

educational needs high percentage ratings. For instance, 99.81 rated lack 

of access to school. Based on these, the researchers offered a framework 

for counselling interventions in IDP camps and suggested that the Nigerian 

government focus most of its efforts on eliminating the educational needs of 

the IDPs children. 
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Introduction 
The Child's Rights Act of 2003 and 

Nigeria's constitution both explicitly 

guarantee children's rights to 

education and well-being. Around the 

world, governments, individuals, and 

criminals frequently violate human 

rights problems. Human rights are 

being taken away from people by 

displacing them from their homes. 

According to reports on human rights 

in Nigeria (2018:2), government 

corruption and Boko Haram's deadly 

actions have continued to jeopardize 

the country's respect for human rights. 

Numerous people have been forced to 

leave their homes and live as 

Internally Displaced Persons in IDP 

camps because of armed banditry, 

Boko Haram attacks, Fulani 

Herdsmen attacks, and other natural 

calamities. 

IDPs are defined by the UN Guiding 

Principles as "persons or groups of 

persons who have been forced or 

obliged to flee or to leave their homes 

or places of habitual residence in 

particular as a result of or in order to 

avoid the effects of armed conflict, 

situations of generalized violence, 

violations of human rights, or natural 

or human-made disasters, and who 

have not crossed international 

recognized state border," according to 

Oladeji (2015:44). This concept 

described a circumstance in which 

IDPs were compelled to leave their 

natural habitat due to a dangerous 

situation, yet the IDP camps placed 

them at risk for their personal safety, 

economic security, and well-being. 

The living conditions in the camps are 

having a devastating impact on the 

number of impacted people in Nigeria. 

Given the dire circumstances, it is 

puzzling how different the country's 

laws, acts, and policies are in theory 

and the 10 December 1948 Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR), which was also incorporated 

into Chapter IV of the 1999 

Constitution of the Federal Republic 

of Nigeria (pp. 31–40), detailed the 

fundamental rights that every person 

has, regardless of who they are, where 

they live, or what they do. Human 

rights are those that a person must 

achieve for himself since they are 

essential to his ongoing happiness in 

intra- and inter-personal interactions. 

They are not rights that a person can 

give to another person (kaluge, 2013: 

4). The UDHR articles were outlined 

by Yacine Ait Kaci (YAK) in UN 

(2015, pp. 1–72). As far as IDPs in 

Nigeria are concerned, most articles 

are not currently realizable. For 

instance, Article 25 (pp. 62) 

guaranteed an equal right to a standard 
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of living that is suitable for one's health and the wellbeing of one's family and 

includes the necessities of food, clothing, housing, and medical care; 

(Mohammed et al, 2016:53-64). On the other hand, according to Emmanuela 

(2015:285), the IDPs are characterized by unsanitary living circumstances, 

illnesses, and infections. Additionally, and perhaps even more concerning, is 

the reality that the IDP children are denied their educational needs while living 

in the camps; as guaranteed by the Nigerian Child Rights Act, they essentially 

have no access to high-quality education. The children in the FCT IDP camps 

do not have good classroom facilities, government-employed teachers, 

educational instructional materials, or government-provided counselling 

services. Instead, temporary improvised makeshift structures are used for 

instructional activities, and volunteer teachers occasionally visit to teach the 

children. The IDPs are suffering despite the UDHR; people's privacy is invaded, 

family ties are severed, homes are destroyed, individuals are attacked in many 

ways, and they are bereft of their cultures, social norms, and economic values. 

Inadvertently, the IDPs are slumbering in their various Camps; the desired level 

of living outlined in the human rights declaration is only a pipe dream for them, 

which explains flagrant human rights violations. This shows that the IDPs are 

at risk and need more coordinated humanitarian relief. 

To plan an effective counselling framework to lessen the impact of their 

sufferings, this study aims to assess the level of educational needs available for 

the IDPs children in four camps in Abuja, determine the levels of IDPs rights 

being denied by the Nigerian Federal government among the FCT IDP camps, 

as well as - their feelings and coping mechanisms. 

 

Issue Statement 

Every child has the right to free, compulsory, and universal basic education, and 

the government of Nigeria is required to provide it. Additionally, every parent 

or guardian is responsible for seeing that their children or wards attend primary 

school and complete their junior secondary education. This is stated very clearly 

in article 15 of the Child Right Act of 2003. However, it is quite upsetting to 

learn that in Nigeria, even children who unavoidably find themselves in IDP 

camps are denied access to this fundamental right to school. More concerning 

is the fact that the IDP children are denied their educational needs while living 

in the camps; as guaranteed by the Nigerian Child Rights Act, they essentially 

have no access to high-quality education. The children in the FCT IDP camps 
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do not have good classroom facilities, government-employed teachers, 

educational instructional materials, or government-provided counselling 

services. Instead, temporary improvised makeshift structures are used for 

instructional activities, and volunteer teachers occasionally visit to teach the 

children. All these children's future ambitions or dreams about school and what 

they had hoped to be in the future have now been dashed because some of them 

were already students in their respective communities before terrorism forced 

them into the IDP camps. These kids now go about their daily lives without 

attending school and have a dismal future. Since there is no formal education 

offered in the IDP camps in the FCT, thousands of children do not attend school 

there. Most of the time, kids' informal learning activities are planned. The issue 

with most NGOs is the fact that they are constrained in terms of finances and in 

consideration of the fact that they only provide free voluntary services, which 

is the case with the little but very poor skeletal educational services being 

rendered for children around the IDP camps in the FCT. It is terrible to see kids 

in IDP camps not receiving a fundamentally sound education. It is concerning 

that the federal government is unable to give children in IDP camps in the FCT 

proper access to free education. Most IDP adolescents who are of school age 

suffer from a lack of planning and decision-making about their futures because 

of these deprivations of fundamental requirements, which limits their talents 

and leads to low self-esteem. 

Numerous affected people have been forced to evacuate their homes and seek 

refuge in IDP camps in the FCT and other locations due to the militants' 

relentless attacks, particularly in the northern part of Nigeria. The IDPs suffer 

since leaving their homes results in the loss of their personal possessions, 

properties, and sources of income. They become alienated from their farms and 

other jobs and lose their jobs. Children and teenagers among them stop 

attending school, and some families split up as they go away. They are exposed 

to many problems in life because of their circumstance, which suggests that they 

will require help in all forms to live. The researchers were astounded by the 

horrific experiences that the individual IDPs had when they visited an IDP camp 

in Abuja in April 2022. People's lack of needs was seen as depression, and when 

the camp chairman was contacted, there was little sign that international 

humanitarian organizations were supplying aid. They receive sporadic 

donations of food and relief from private donors, and others go without food for 

days at a time. People who are unwell only receive medical assistance if one of 
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their philanthropists is available to take them to the hospital; otherwise, they die 

at random, as has been the case. There are no schools, no learning resources, 

and no health care facilities. Physical necessities like a decent place to live are 

not met. It is startling to discover that the IDPs' camps lack adequate housing or 

shelter; instead, many of them have improvised roofs using sacks and other 

waterproof materials. The majority of the IDP adolescents who are of school 

age suffer from lack of planning and making decisions about their futures, 

disabling their abilities, and leading to low self-esteem as a result of these 

deprivations to basic needs. Other physical needs that the IDPs are being 

deprived of include lack of basic amenities ranging from clothing, recreational 

facilities, accommodation, to sanitations. Therefore, the majority of IDPs 

experience feelings of hopelessness, rage, and hostility, which causes their 

interpersonal ties to be neglected. 

Unfortunately, the security guards in the camps have turned into wolves and are 

abusing the weak. The fundamental purpose of IDP camps is to aid and 

protection for the displaced. Unfortunately, the IDPs are being deprived of 

necessary resources and necessities in the camps by the Nigerian government, 

which is responsible for meeting the adequate humanitarian needs of the IDPs 

in all ramifications. The increasing number of displaced people and subsequent 

underestimating of the new displacements are likely to blame for the inability 

of local and international non-governmental organizations to satisfy the 

demands. Despite this, it seems probable that some people may be displaced 

due to armed conflicts and dangerous situations. The Guiding Principles on 

Internal Displacement (GPID), a set of principles that established a framework 

for the protection of IDPs worldwide, were presented to the UN Commission 

on Human Rights in 1998 with the intention of controlling the effects of such 

displacements. They were 1–17. To everyone's surprise, the IDP camps in the 

FCT do not entirely abide by the guiding principles for internally displaced 

people. The researchers are starting this effort in the context of the 

aforementioned information. to determine the Internally Displaced Persons' 

emotional state and the need for counselling interventions, as well as the amount 

of educational and physical demands that are being met for them. 

 

An examination of related writing 

Theoretical Foundation 

The Guiding Principle on Internal Displacement (GPID), the Child Right Act 

of 2003, and Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs serve as the theoretical cornerstones 

of this study. A framework for the protection of the IDPs was created by the 
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GPID, which UN secretary-general Gen. Francis Deng presented to the UN 

commission on Human Rights in 1998. (Cohen, 2004: 459). To the displaced 

people, its international human rights and human law are applicable (IDMC, 

2020:20). The 30 principles on the rights of IDPs and the duty of the national 

government were detailed in the UN High Commission for Refugees' (UNHCR) 

Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, published on 22 July 1998 and 

accessible via brookings.edu. The GPID, 5-9 (pp. 9&10) provided guidelines 

on the protection against displacement during the first phase. Guidelines 10-23 

(pages 11–15) (protection during displacement). The second step is outlined in 

Principles 24-27 (pp. 15–16) (the framework for humanitarian assistance). The 

final stage includes protection during return, local integration in the area where 

the individuals have been displaced, and relocation to another region of the 

country, which is covered on pages 16 and 17. (principles 28 to 30). The notion 

went even further, stating that IDPs should be treated equally to other citizens 

of the nation in terms of rights, freedom, and lack of discrimination under 

domestic and international law. Additionally, it required the national 

government to guarantee the provision of necessities like food, water, shelter, 

safety, education, and access to other rights. The national authority should 

accept the international communities in cases where it is unable to assist and 

safeguard IDPs. 

In line with Maslow's hierarchy of needs, the GPID. According to Maslow, 

human beings have a range of needs that advance in a hierarchy from 

psychological requirements to needs for self-actualization (Uysal et al, 

2017:211). The psychological needs are necessities for people to survive. Food, 

oxygen, shelter, water, and sleep are a few examples of such demands. When 

the psychological demands are met, safety needs start to emerge. It is a defence 

against danger, assurance, and a lack of dread (Daft, 2013). According to Uysal 

et al. (2017:212), economic security, fire and flood protection are all necessary 

components of safety. In the case of Nigeria, this involves defence against Boko 

Haram and attacks by Fulani Herdsmen. The demands for esteem include those 

for acceptance, self-worth, confidence, and independence. The highest level of 

needs is those for self-actualization, or the need to grow one's skills and 

cognitive abilities so that one might become the ideal type of person he truly 

wants and experience self-satisfaction. One of the key components of Maslow's 

hierarchy of requirements' self-actualization demands is every child's 
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requirement for a high-quality education. To achieve self-actualization, the 

Maslow hierarchy of requirements must be satisfied in the order listed. 

The GPID urged that the needs and rights of the IDPs must be provided due to 

the significance of human needs. This paper was required because the FCT IDPs 

camp failed to meet the IDPs' basic human rights requirements, particularly 

those related to their physical and educational needs. 

 

Nigerian Internal Displacement 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are compelled to leave their original homes 

because of an armed conflict or extreme violence. The continuous crisis is 

brought on by worries about militants, property damage, attack, and loss of 

livelihood, which has forced many people to flee their homes (Walker, 2012:2). 

Various factors contribute to the displacement of people in Nigeria, but since 

the formation of Boko Haram as an armed group in 2014, there have been more 

cases of displacement. Over 2.2 million people have been documented as being 

displaced by Boko Haram across 13 states in Nigeria, with Borno, Adamawa, 

and Yola (BAY States) making up the majority, according to OCHA (2020:7). 

80 percent of the IDPs in Borno state alone (79 percent of whom are women 

and children), the majority of whom are in displacement camps and some of 

whom are with their families and friends in the host communities, all have a 

need for humanitarian aid. A portion of the internally displaced people are 

Nigerians who escaped over the frontiers of Cameroon, Chad, and Niger and 

have since returned to their home countries. 

Twenty IDP camps are in Abuja, the focus of this research (Nwabughiogu, 

2015:3). The majority of the IDPs in Abuja are individuals who were uprooted 

from the north-east due to insurgency. There are about 12,000 IDPs in Abuja, 

according to the representative for one of the IDPs. Aljazeera, 26 March 2018; 

Punch, 25 August 2019) have both published articles about the IDPs' living 

circumstances in the camps in Abuja. The IDPs are having a difficult time and 

are adamant about returning home so they can face resurgence and pass away 

in dignity. They are subjected to neglect and discrimination, and little is written 

about them online because the north-eastern IDPs are given more attention. 

Many of the IDPs in FCT Abuja rely on handouts from their philanthropists 

rather than working to make a living. The observer noted that many lack basic 

utilities and live in shantytowns. They must urinate in the open, endangering 

their health and sense of decency, because there are no restroom facilities. One 



54  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2022 

 

of the IDPs who was spoken with bemoaned the appalling conditions in which 

they were forced to live and made the decision to return to their home village in 

the thick of the battle. 

 

Basic Human Needs 

Humanitarian requirements are defined as the provision of aid to disaster 

victims based on an initial swift assessment of their needs and intended to 

successfully aid in their recovery (Humanitarian Coalition, 2019:1). 

Humanitarian aid is intended to be given to those who are less able to meet their 

own needs. A need assessment report should be used to find these needs. The 

Humanitarian Coalition (2019:1-2) divides the provision of human necessities 

into four categories: food, housing (which includes security, lodging, and 

personal safety), non-food goods (clothes, blankets, kitchen utensils, shoes), 

and water, sanitation, and hygiene. Many people, especially IDPs, have been 

left in need of resources due to Nigeria's continuous displacement. 

Because of the circumstance, the internally displaced people have relied on 

humanitarian aid to survive. According to OCHA (2020:4), 7.9 million people 

in northern Nigeria, particularly in Borno State, the crisis's heart, rely on 

humanitarian aid for their survival. In 2016 and 2017, it was observed that many 

lives were spared thanks to the humanitarian community's intervention, which 

helped to stabilize the IDPs' living conditions. The Scenario has changed 

because of the persistent displacement problem. As a result of ongoing attacks 

and security concerns, there is a surge in new displacement. Due to their 

astronomical numbers, other local agencies, non-governmental groups, and 

faith-based organizations are also having trouble reaching all the IDPs. Ojo 

(2017:4) listed a few of the difficulties faced by IDPs, including a lack of food, 

poor sanitation, inadequate health care, a lack of security, and a high rape rate. 

OCHA (2020:6) also noted that the IDPs lack proper housing, food, and medical 

care, and thus run the risk of having their human rights violated. Owoaje et al. 

(2016:2) noted in their own review that the IDPs experience a variety of diseases 

and illnesses because of the inadequate health care services available to them. 

In the global report, IDMC (2019:18) and ICRC (2019:12) claimed that IDPs 

lack access to a means of subsistence, an education, and healthcare. To this end, 

the agencies have proposed that the governments in regions impacted by 

displacement should support and defend the fundamental liberties and human 

rights of those who live under their control. The government should also take 
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action to stop insurgency-related crimes from being committed, as they are a 

common cause of relocation. 

 

Intervention framework for counselling 

Considering the IDPs' experiences, stories, and anxieties, as well as the fact that 

many of them in the camps have related traumatic events, they require proposed 

framework for counselling interventions. These interventions should include 

helping them obtain a well-rounded education, which undoubtedly will include 

educational, socioemotional, economic, religious, and developmental 

counselling among many others. The best course of action is to provide these 

IDP schoolchildren with readily available psychiatric and counselling services 

that meet all their potential needs for assistance with mental health issues. As a 

result, this study suggests that the following counselling interventions be made 

available to IDP schoolchildren as well as adults, not just in the FCT IDP camps 

but also throughout Nigeria and, if possible, the rest of the world: 

Socio-emotional therapy services: This should cover all counselling services 

that help IDPs manage their emotions, including their pain, worries, concerns, 

stress, and other negative emotions. Additionally, this situation needs to be 

catered to and handle factors of assisting IDPs in managing prejudices that 

result from social constructions of "who they are" and "who they are becoming." 

Therefore, all facets of their socio-emotional lives, including basic hygiene, 

need to be handled with the aid of Professional Counsellors and Psychologists. 

Services for formal and informal educational counselling should be covered 

under educational counselling. Every child in the IDP camp receives formal 

counselling and specialized assistance to meet their unique educational 

requirements from counsellors who have undergone professional training. It 

should be recommended, nonetheless, that given Nigeria's poor and careless 

governance, trained counsellors provide most of the the educational counselling 

services since the government might not be willing to shoulder the cost of such 

a crucial humanitarian necessity for the IDPs. Additionally, NGOs and faith-

based groups ought to be encouraged to support and financially support such 

ventures whenever they can. 

Community and developmental counselling services are also urgently needed 

to assist IDP victims in empowering themselves and realizing their full potential 

while residing in camps. This need is also evident in the areas of religion and 

economic empowerment, as well as the associated duties and rights. The IDPs 
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must be educated on the benefits of using pastoral counselling services to 

engage religion to reduce suffering and provide purpose in the face of any 

adversity. Additionally, economic empowerment is another essential 

component. To eliminate the dependency syndrome of waiting for charitable 

assistance, it is necessary to assist them in finding any type of meaningful 

economic involvement that would enable them to provide for their other needs 

in addition to putting food on the table. 

They would receive similar assistance in learning how to assert their rights, etc. 

Individual therapy, group therapy, the diagnosis and treatment of mental illness, 

family counselling, community counselling, and other counselling techniques 

may be used by trained counsellors to assist IDPs. It may be claimed that the 

IDPs are appealing for professional counselling assistance to help them manage 

their traumatic experiences and all its related disorders because they wish to 

have somebody who know how to deal with concerns of pain, fear, and anxiety 

come and help them. Counsellors and psychologists in Nigeria, as well as other 

professionals who aid, should thus respond to this need. This necessitates 

volunteer assistance because neither the IDPs nor the Nigerian government are 

prepared to fund such endeavours in the foreseeable future, at least not anytime 

soon. Adequate counselling services can also go a long way toward preventing 

the rise in issues like sexual violence, drug and alcohol misuse, and crisis stress, 

among others, that are common in the majority of IDP camps in Nigeria. 

 

The Study's Objectives 

The purpose of the study is to evaluate the degree of physical and educational 

needs that the IDPs in the Camps in Abuja, Nigeria, have access to. This 

research was guided by the following three goals: 

i. Analyse the extent to which IDP schoolchildren in Abuja Camps are 

provided with their educational needs. 

ii. Analyse the extent to which the government is meeting the physical 

needs of the IDPs in the camps in Abuja 

iii. Determine the extent of the FCT Abuja IDPs' violations of their human 

rights. 

 

Research Issues 

The study's three research questions were 

1. What degree of educational requirements are met for the school aged 

IDPs in Abuja camps? 
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2. What level of physical needs are being met by the government for the 

IDPs in the camps in Abuja? 

3. What extent of IDPs' human rights are being violated in the camps in 

Abuja? 

 

Methodology 

This study used a descriptive survey research design as its methodology. A 

sample was given a survey to learn their ideas and sentiments regarding the 

IDPs' camp conditions in Abuja. Random selection was used to choose a sample 

of 520 respondents from four camps. The four IDP camps chosen for the study 

were chosen using a straightforward randomization method. Using a purposive 

sample, the respondents at the camps were chosen to represent both genders, 

adults, and adolescents (male and female). 130 IDPs were chosen from each 

camp, for a total of 520 respondents in the survey. With the proper consent from 

each IDP chairperson, a 30-item researcher-constructed questionnaire and a 

structured interview were presented to the respondents. After a pilot test, the 

questionnaire's face and content validity were acquired, and the reliability was 

confirmed at a PPMC coefficient of 0.82. Two sections made up the 

questionnaire. The respondents were asked about their personal information in 

Section A, and their levels of educational need, physical need, and amount of 

human rights denial by the Nigerian government while they screamed in the 

camps were asked in Section B. Descriptive statistics using basic percentages 

and frequency counts were applied to the acquired data. 

 

Results 

The three research questions earlier raised in the study were answered 

descriptively. 

Research Question 1: What degree of educational requirements is met for the 

school aged IDPs in Abuja Camps? 

 

Table 1: Mean analysis showing degree of provision of educational 

requirements for the aged IDPs in Abuja camps 

S/N Degree of Provision of 

Educational Requirements 

for the Aged IDPs 

Level of Agreement 𝑿 ̅ Decision 

SA A D SD 

1 High-quality education as 

guaranteed by the Child right 

26 39 169 206 1.74 Disagreed 
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act are not met for school 

aged IDPs in Abuja camps 

2 The school aged IDPs do not 

have access to good 

classroom facilities in Abuja 

camps 

211 159 65 5 3.31 Agreed 

3 The school aged IDPs do not 

have access to qualified 

government-employed 

teachers in Abuja camps 

197 164 67 12 3.24 Agreed 

4 The school aged IDPs have 

access to mostly volunteer 

teachers who come to teach 

them at will in Abuja camps 

176 190 65 9 3.21 Agreed 

5 The school aged IDPs do not 

have access to good 

educational instructional 

materials in Abuja camps 

169 196 47 28 3.15 Agreed 

6 The school aged IDPs do not 

have access to the quality 

government-provided 

school-based counselling 

services in Abuja camps 

195 180 59 6 3.28 Agreed 

7 The child’s right to free, 

compulsory basic education 

in Nigeria is not met by the 

government in Abuja camps 

165 191 64 20 3.14 Agreed 

8 Thousands of schools aged 

IDPs do not attend school in 

Abuja camps 

185 179 51 25 3.19 Agreed 

9 Provision of government free 

school resources like library 

services, e-learning 

resources are not met in 

Abuja IDP camps 

213 156 46 25 3.27 Agreed 
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10 All the basic educational 

needs of the school aged 

IDPs are not met in Abuja 

camps 

174 195 56 15 3.20 Agreed 

 Sectional Mean 3.07 Agreed 

Scale Mean 2.50, n=440 

 

Table 1 showed mean analysis of degree of provision of educational 

requirements for the aged IDPs in Abuja camps. From the Table, it could be 

observed that the mean values of 3.31, 3.24, 3.21, 3.15, 3.28, 3.14, 3.19, 3.27 

and 3.20 were in agreement with items 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 respectively 

while the mean value of 1.74 was in disagreement with item 1. The sectional 

mean of 3.07 was greater than the scale mean of 2.50 which indicated that some 

of the respondents agreed that the school aged IDPs do not have access to good 

classroom facilities in Abuja camps, the school aged IDPs do not have access 

to qualified government-employed teachers in Abuja camps, the school aged 

IDPs have access to mostly volunteer teachers who come to teach them at will 

in Abuja camps, the school aged IDPs do not have access to good educational 

instructional materials in Abuja camps, the school aged IDPs do not have access 

to the quality government-provided school-based counselling services in Abuja 

camps, the child’s right to free, compulsory basic education in Nigeria is not 

met by the government in Abuja camps, thousands of schools aged IDPs do not 

attend school in Abuja camps, provision of government free school resources 

like library services, e-learning resources are not met in Abuja IDP camps and 

all the basic educational needs of the school aged IDPs are not met in Abuja 

camps while the remaining respondents disagreed that high-quality education 

as guaranteed by the Child right act are not met for school aged IDPs in Abuja 

camps. Therefore, there was a very low degree of provision of educational 

requirements for the aged IDPs in Abuja camps. 

Research Question 2: What level of physical needs is being met by the 

government for the IDPs in the camps in Abuja? 

 

Table 2: Mean analysis showing level of provision of physical needs for the 

IDPs in the camps in Abuja 

S/N Level of Provision of Physical Needs Level of Agreement 𝑿 ̅ Decision 

SA A D SD 

11 The physical food supply for the IDPs by the 

government is not met in the camps in 

Abuja 

145 178 66 51 2.95 Agreed 
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12 The physical electricity power supply for 

the IDPs by the government is not met in 

the camps in Abuja 

167 189 56 28 3.13 Agreed 

13 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR) on protecting IDPs against hunger 

is not met as many IDPs go without food for 

days in Abuja camps 

179 158 77 26 3.11 Agreed 

14 The physical health care facilities supply 

for the IDPs by the government is not met 

in the camps in Abuja 

164 180 51 45 3.05 Agreed 

15 The IDPs who are sick only receive proper 

medical attention if any philanthropist is 

available to take them to a better hospital 

181 169 81 9 3.19 Agreed 

16 Even with their IDPs Identity cards the 

nearby Federal Medical Centre denies them 

free medical treatment that government 

has no approval for IDPs free medical care 

175 182 62 21 3.16 Agreed 

17 Physical necessities like descent houses to 

live are not met in the camps in Abuja 

154 175 71 40 3.01 Agreed 

18 The physical good sanitary facilities like 

toilets, bathrooms supply for the IDPs by 

the government is not met in the camps in 

Abuja 

183 154 58 45 3.08 Agreed 

19 The provision of good basic recreational 

facilities to defuse tensions among the 

IDPs is not met in the camps in Abuja 

153 164 63 60 2.93 Agreed 

 Sectional Mean 3.07 Agreed 

Scale Mean 2.50, n=440 

 

Table 2 showed the mean analysis of level of provision of physical needs for 

the IDPs in the camps in Abuja. From the Table, it could be observed that the 

mean values of 2.95, 3.13, 3.11, 3.05, 3.19, 3.16, 3.01, 3.08 and 2.93 were in 

agreement with items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 respectively. The 

sectional mean of 3.07 was greater than the scale mean of 2.50 which indicated 

that all the respondents agreed that the physical food supply for the IDPs by the 
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government is not met in the camps in Abuja, the physical electricity power 

supply for the IDPs by the government is not met in the camps in Abuja, the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) on protecting IDPs against 

hunger is not met as many IDPs go without food for days in Abuja camps, the 

physical health care facilities supply for the IDPs by the government is not met 

in the camps in Abuja, the IDPs who are sick only receive proper medical 

attention if any philanthropist is available to take them to a better hospital, even 

with their IDPs Identity cards the nearby Federal Medical Centre denies them 

free medical treatment that government has no approval for IDPs free medical 

care, physical necessities like descent houses to live are not met in the camps in 

Abuja and the provision of good basic recreational facilities to defuse tensions 

among the IDPs is not met in the camps in Abuja. Therefore, the level of 

provision of physical needs for the IDPs in the camps in Abuja was very low. 

Research Question 3: What extent of IDPs human rights is being violated in the 

camps in Abuja? 

 

Table 3: Mean analysis showing extent of violation of IDPs’ human rights 

S/N Extent of Violation of IDPs’ 

Human Rights 

Level of 

Agreement 

𝑿 ̅ Decision 

SA A D SD 

20 The 1948 Universal Declaration 

of Human rights (UDHR) 

article 25 on right and necessity 

of food provision to IDPs is 

being violated in Abuja camps 

154 173 61 52 2.98 Agreed 

21 The IDPs basic right to descent 

clothing is being violated in 

Abuja camps 

162 185 45 48 3.05 Agreed 

22 The IDPs basic right to descent 

housing facilities is being 

violated in Abuja camps 

173 164 55 48 3.05 Agreed 

23 The IDPs basic rights to good 

medical care facilities are being 

violated in Abuja camps 

192 152 49 47 3.11 Agreed 



62  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2022 

 

24 The IDPs basic right to good 

sanitary living conditions is 

being violated in Abuja camps 

134 179 58 69 2.86 Agreed 

25 The IDPs basic rights to 

protection against infections 

and diseases is being violated in 

Abuja camps 

129 181 53 77 2.82 Agreed 

26 The IDPs cultural and religious 

values are being violated in 

Abuja camps 

162 192 45 41 3.08 Agreed 

27 The IDPs basic rights to good 

clean water are being violated in 

Abuja camps 

143 178 61 58 2.92 Agreed 

28 The IDPs basic right to 

electricity power is being 

violated in Abuja camps 

140 187 66 47 2.95 Agreed 

29 The IDPs basic rights to good 

recreational facilities are being 

violated in Abuja camps 

167 150 61 62 2.96 Agreed 

 Sectional Mean 2.98 Agreed 

Scale Mean 2.50, n=440 

 

Table 3 showed mean analysis of extent of violation of IDPs’ human rights. 

From the Table, it could be observed that the mean values of 2.98, 3.05, 3.05, 

3.11, 2.86, 2.82, 3.08, 2.92, 2.95 and 2.96 agreed with items 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 

25, 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30 respectively. The sectional mean of 2.98 was greater 

than the scale mean of 2.50 which indicated that all the respondents agreed that 

the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human rights (UDHR) article 25 on right and 

necessity of food provision to IDPs is being violated in Abuja camps, the IDPs 

basic right to descent clothing is being violated in Abuja camps, the IDPs basic 

right to descent housing facilities is being violated in Abuja camps, the IDPs 

basic rights to good medical care facilities are being violated in Abuja camps, 

the IDPs basic right to good sanitary living conditions is being violated in Abuja 

camps, the IDPs basic rights to protection against infections and diseases is 

being violated in Abuja camps, the IDPs cultural and religious values are being 

violated in Abuja camps, the IDPs basic rights to good clean water are being 
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violated in Abuja camps, the IDPs basic right to electricity power is being 

violated in Abuja camps and the IDPs basic rights to good recreational facilities 

are being violated in Abuja camps. Therefore, the IDPs’ human rights are being 

violated to a great extent. 

 

Discussion of Finding 

The study indicated from research question one that some of the respondents 

agreed that the school aged IDPs do not have access to good classroom facilities 

in Abuja camps, the school aged IDPs do not have access to qualified 

government-employed teachers in Abuja camps, the school aged IDPs have 

access to mostly volunteer teachers who come to teach them at will in Abuja 

camps, the school aged IDPs do not have access to good educational 

instructional materials in Abuja camps, the school aged IDPs do not have access 

to the quality government-provided school-based counselling services in Abuja 

camps, the child’s right to free, compulsory basic education in Nigeria is not 

met by the government in Abuja camps, thousands of schools aged IDPs do not 

attend school in Abuja camps, provision of government free school resources 

like library services, e-learning resources are not met in Abuja IDP camps and 

all the basic educational needs of the school aged IDPs are not met in Abuja 

camps while the remaining respondents disagreed that high-quality education 

as guaranteed by the Child right act are not met for school aged IDPs in Abuja 

camps. This agrees with the findings of Emmanuela (2015) that the IDP children 

in Nigeria are denied their educational needs while living in the camps; as 

guaranteed by the Nigerian Child Rights Act, they essentially have no access to 

high-quality education. Therefore, there was a very low degree of provision of 

educational requirements for the aged IDPs in Abuja camps. 

Also, research question two revealed that all the respondents agreed that the 

physical food supply for the IDPs by the government is not met in the camps in 

Abuja, the physical electricity power supply for the IDPs by the government is 

not met in the camps in Abuja, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR) on protecting IDPs against hunger is not met as many IDPs go without 

food for days in Abuja camps, the physical health care facilities supply for the 

IDPs by the government is not met in the camps in Abuja, the IDPs who are 

sick only receive proper medical attention if any philanthropist is available to 

take them to a better hospital, even with their IDPs Identity cards the nearby 

Federal Medical Centre denies them free medical treatment that government has 
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no approval for IDPs free medical care, physical necessities like descent houses 

to live are not met in the camps in Abuja and the provision of good basic 

recreational facilities to defuse tensions among the IDPs is not met in the camps 

in Abuja. These findings agree with that of Ojo (2017) and Ocha (2020) that 

IDPs in Nigeria are faced with physical needs problems like lack of food, poor 

sanitation, inadequate health care, lack of security, high rape rate, lack proper 

housing, and thus run the risk of having their human rights violated. Therefore, 

the level of provision of physical needs for the IDPs in the camps in Abuja was 

very low. 

 

Conclusion 

This study on the evaluation of the schooling and personal needs of the children 

of the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Abuja, Nigeria revealed that there 

was a very low degree of provision of educational requirements for the aged 

IDPs in Abuja camps. The study has also shown that the level of provision of 

physical needs for the IDPs in the camps in Abuja was very low as well gross 

violation of the IDPs’ human rights to a great extent.   

 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study. The researchers make the following 

recommendations: 

i. Government and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to join 

hands and work together to ensure adequate provision of all educational 

needs of the IDPs children in the IDPs camps. 

ii. Government should work out policies for adequate provision of physical 

needs for all Internally Displaced Persons in their camps. 

iii. Government should put in place a functional judicial system with 

penalties for those for violate the rights of the IDPs in camps.  

iv. Government needs to employed professionals like medical doctors, 

nurses, trained counsellors, and psychologists to attend to the various 

needs of the IDPs in the camp. 
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