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Abstract 
Research is one of the basic functions of tertiary institutions.  This paper 

attempts to identify the challenges, prospects and the benefits of research 

in Nigeria tertiary institutions to socio-economic development.  These 

challenges among others are poor funding, corruption, inadequate 

educational facilities, misplacement of priority and attitude of government 

and society etc.  The following recommendations were proffered: adequate 

funding of research institutes and tertiary institutions, provision of research 

facilities and equipment, conducive working environment for researchers, 

training of academic staff as well as change in government and societal 

attitude towards research. 
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Introduction 
The conduct of research is one of the 

basic functions of tertiary institutions, 

which comprised of Universities, 

Polytechnics, Monotechnics and 

Colleges of Education.  The academic 

staffs of these institutions are 

compulsorily required to carry out 

research activities as their promotions 
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are primarily based on their research outputs.  Apart from the academic staff 

being promoted through research publications, research activities enhance their 

credibility, status, and also add value both to their immediate community and 

the larger global community. 

The quality of research being carried out by Nigerian academics has been 

adjudged to be of low standard, when compared to their counterparts in other 

parts of the world (Emunemu, 2009). Since the world is a global village, it is 

expected that research findings from the nation's tertiary institutions meet 

international standard.  That is to say those lecturers of tertiary institutions in 

Nigeria should be able to develop the skills required to effectively embark upon 

and successfully complete researches designed to understand and explain 

various aspects of society or nature; provide solution to the social and natural 

problems that impinge on human well-being in the immediate environment and 

globally (Ajayi, 2009). 

 In this era of globalization with its attendant competitiveness, the nations of the 

world no longer live in isolation from one another and so, almost every product 

now faces global comparison and competition.  The products of Nigeria 

education system are being compared with the products of other universities all 

over the world. 

 It is necessary to note that no university in Africa features among the two 

hundred in the world (Owan, 2005).  This is a likely indication of the low quality 

of teaching and especially research in this part of the world.  The international 

community normally set very high standards which have to be met.  Tertiary 

institutions in Nigeria should through qualitative research, meet these standards.  

As a great nation, the set standards should not only be met but also maintained 

and surpassed.  By implications, without the insistence and maintenance of 

standards, global competitiveness will be dangerously undermined. 

It is against the above background therefore, that this paper aims at examining 

the challenges militating against quality research among the academic staff of 

tertiary institutions in Nigeria. 

 

The Concept of Research 

According to Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary (2010), research is a 

careful study of a subject especially in order to discover new facts or 

information about it, Fawole, Egbokhare, Itiola, Odejide and Olayinka (2006) 

defined research as a systematic investigation including development, testing 



165  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2022 

 

and evaluation, designed to develop or to contribute to generalizable 

knowledge. They further asserted that research is a curiosity-driven activity that 

has the purpose of discovery and advancement of knowledge. The focus of a 

research can range from physical thing, an event, a process, a social institution 

of a social condition, biological condition, etc. Irrespective of the subject, 

research basically seeks to understand what is being researched into through 

observation, experimentation and analysis in order to arrive at a better 

understanding or a definite conclusion on the subject matter (Adebola, 2009). 

 

Concept of Socio-Economic Status 

Socio-economic status can be a state or condition in which people attain a 

certain measure of growth or experience, some change in their social and 

economic state.  Sule (2006) defined development as “a process of natural 

growth, differentiation or evolution by successive changes”.  To some 

economists such as Sunrum, Hick, and Milikan (2007) development is a change 

in the wellbeing of man through improvement in his standard of living, rise in 

per capita income, technological revolution and other economic indices. 

Socio-economic status therefore refers to the processes which aim at maximum 

improvement of the material, social, and political aspects of man (Alanana, 

2005).  Generally, socio-economic status can be viewed from two perspectives; 

introducing new ideas and technology, and modernizing the existing facilities 

in order to increase the means of production.  The introduction of new ideas and 

technology could lead to an improved quality of life and better standard of living 

(Oyesola, 2010). 

The above reviewed definitions of research and socio-economic status shows 

that research is a necessary ingredient for socio-economic status of any nation.  

Asika (2006), identified research as independent variable while socio-economic 

development as dependent variable.  Meaningful research leads to socio-

economic development in human society. 

 

Status of Research in Socio-Economic Development of Nigeria 

Research in developed countries, has come to assume an indispensable status.  

Each year, a substantial proportion of the national budget is set aside for 

research.  This indispensable role of research in bringing about socio-economic 

development is well recognized.  As would be expected, developed countries 

have attained impressive heights in food production and conservation, energy, 
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production and conservation, waste management, health, robotic technology.  

There is hardly any aspect of human life where developed nations have 

performed relatively well (Uyo, 2004). 

Research in Nigeria is yet to attain an impressive status to bring about the much 

needed socio-economic development.  Research institutes, universities and 

colleges of education are starved of funds to embark on meaningful research 

(Uyo, 2004).  Research equipment in most centres had become obsolete and can 

no longer be the demand of modern research (Aminu, 2009).  Research workers 

in these centres and institutions are virtually crippled.  There is hardly any 

provision for nationally coordinated and properly funded research projects; the 

types that can really result in meaningful socio-economic development for the 

African Nations.  What are found instead, are individual research workers in 

various locations scratching the surface of their discipline in personally funded 

research project in order to make enough publications for promotion; these 

types of research, which lack co-ordination, can hardly lead to meaningful 

socio-economic development of the continent.  African countries must pay 

attention to research if the continent will achieve socio-economic development, 

especially in the tertiary institutions of learning. 

 

The Challenges of conducting Research in Nigeria Tertiary Institutions 

There are many challenges militating against effective and efficient conduct of 

research that inhibit carrying out meaningful research work in the nation's 

tertiary institutions for socio-economic development: 

Inadequate funding of research projects: Research projects in Africa are 

hardly properly funded.  This is because of lack of commitment on the part of 

government to research.  In most African countries, political instability is the 

order of the day and most of the time people who accidentally find themselves 

in government may be those who do not appreciate the contribution of research 

to socio-economic development of their countries.  In our tertiary institutions, 

the situation has assumed a crisis dimension (Odia, 2013).  Research has almost 

come to a half because of lack of funds and the days of research grants are over.  

What is being offered today by the Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund) 

is bastardized by the long queue of bureaucracies a proposal goes through.  By 

the time the researchers accesses the grant, if eventually approved, the thirst for 

research might have been lost and the burning issues might have come obsolete.  

Funding has always been the major constraint to research development and their 
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implementation.  The replacement of infrastructure, tools, machines, and 

recruitment of qualified staff that can make research work meaningful and 

relevant to the needs of the modern day Nigeria all need money which is not 

always available. 

Corruption and Mismanagement:  Nigeria's problem of funding education is 

not lack of sufficient money but that of too much money wasted through 

mismanagement and fraudulent practices. According to Lamido (2013), the 

level of corruption in the country has assumed a threatening dimension which 

is also disastrous and destructive to the economy.  This definitely has negative 

effects on education and research.  Corruption has eaten so deep into the fabrics 

of the national life that even the education sector is not spared.  Ultimately, this 

has affected the quality and quantity of scientific findings, up-to-date equipment 

and infrastructure in facilities for good research. The removal of these 

constraints will bring a glorious future to Nigeria. 

Lack of necessary equipment, facilities and materials:  In Nigeria, the 

equipment, facilities and materials needed for meaningful research are either 

lacking or grossly inadequate.  This is particularly the case in the sciences where 

many lecturers cannot find a single microscope in good working condition or 

commonest chemical to undertake routine experiment even for their students.  

And even for social sciences and arts, there are no adequate vehicles to convey 

students to undertake a simple field trip or even a good provision to invite 

resource persons for delivering a discussion. 

Misplacement of Priority:  The general social, economic and political 

environment prevalent in the society, seriously militate against research 

development.  The government does not consider education a priority or care 

for research findings.  This explains why funds are not generously released to 

the education sector to engage in breakthrough research activities.  While the 

tertiary institutions in the country are still grappling with obsolete equipment in 

this period of very rapid change, the government takes delight squandering 

money on politics – the government nor the society care to find-out research 

discoveries talk-less of making use of them.  A visit to most of the institutions 

of higher learning will show many research works that have been done over the 

years rotting away.  Due to low level of scientific culture and interest, the 

general public and politicians prefer not to invest in research activities but on 

politics which is their main area of interest. This attitude does not encourage 

researchers to continue with good research work. 
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Attitude of government and society:  The government and society, in general, 

seem to have a poor attitude to research.  The various governments in Nigeria 

are not being very enthusiastic about promoting research.  They castigate 

research workers who are operating under very harsh and hard conditions for 

not producing immediate results.  They seem not to realize that research is a 

painstaking exercise, which requires a long time before its result could produce 

practical effects.  The society is complacent about research. 

Incessant Power Failure:  The prevalent epileptic and anemic kind of power 

supply cannot support meaningful research activities in higher institutions of 

learning in Nigeria.  Available statistics has shown that poor electricity supply 

in the country is endangering the growth of the critical sectors of the economy 

in which the education sector is not singled out.  In the education sector, only a 

trickle of daily electricity production reportedly goes in to the country’s 93 

higher institutions of learning (Odiegwu, 2009).  The situation is still the same 

today and has no doubt, rendered research equipment dysfunctional especially 

the ICT systems – The results and effects is that some tertiary institutions resort 

to diesel propelled generators which on their own are expensive and 

environmentally unfriendly. Also, research processes are disrupted as they only 

work for a limited period. 

Poor communication network:  The communication network of most 

developing countries is still far from being developed.  Many a times, the 

researcher has to cover hundreds of kilometres in search of research data, often 

these problems are compounded by lack of effective and efficient transport 

systems.  Some of these places are so remote that they are hardly accessible by 

any modern means of transport.  Indeed, conducting research under these 

conditions could render the whole affair quite discouraging and frustrating.  

And finally, this also hampers educational and social science research where, 

otherwise, the mail and telephone could be used in collecting data, typical of 

those challenges often confront researchers working on welfare or education of 

nomads around the country. 

 

Research and Government Policies in Nigeria 

Nigeria and indeed sub-Sahara Africa as a continent have continued to trail 

behind in evolving a knowledgeable society which is essential for rapid socio-

economic development and better standard of living for the people, Schwartz 

and Clements (1999).  Studies have shown that the Nigerian universities and 
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research management institutes have no connection what-so-ever with 

government ministries and parastatals responsible for the policy 

implementations and aim at translating good research policies into better life 

for the citizenry (Leven, Holmtram & Malthiassen, 2014). 

Lamido (2013) opined that research management had migrated into the 

observations and study of the knowledge system which signified the synergy 

generated by the convergence of tertiary education, scientific research, and 

innovation system that have now become strategically interlinked in terms of 

their objectives and modalities.  He added that to ensure adequate investment in 

high level research, most African countries (Nigeria inclusive) must address the 

balancing act, which made tertiary education enrolment grossly inadequate and 

research funding extremely poor.  Nigeria, he noted, was not even among the 

countries that spent less than $100 million annually on research and 

development. 

Lamido (2013) further argued that for tertiary institutions to be able to enhance 

wealth creation through research and innovation for national development, such 

research and innovations must address the challenges of national development.  

For Nigeria in particular, these challenges will include: poverty, hunger, health, 

housing, unemployment, ICT, gender inequality, transport, and aviation among 

others. 

In another attempt to link government policies to research from tertiary 

institutions in Nigeria, the President of Academic Staff Union of Universities 

(ASUU) posits that the state of Nigeria universities is not conducive for any 

positive research work because these institutions have suffered from inadequate 

policy investment over a long period of time and this among several other 

factors, has diminished the role of tertiary institutions in enhancing 

development through research and innovation.  Thus, strike action is resorted to 

with the aim of stopping total collapse of our higher institutions in Nigeria 

(Suleiman, 2013).  Addressing these challenges would require a national 

commitment and a focused leadership on the part of both government and the 

tertiary institutions. 

 

The Benefits of Conducting Research 

The benefits which accrue from research activities include the following; 

Quantitative Education:  Quantitative education that makes acquisition of 

useful skills, desirable values, knowledge, attitudes, ideas and competencies 
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necessary for self-reliance can only be possible through adequate research work. 

It also results to qualitative instruction, articulate and confident graduates for 

the society's developmental activities.  The quality of the citizens of a country 

depends on the quality of their education.  When research work leads to quality 

education, the desired manpower required to serve in the various sectors of the 

economy is guaranteed. 

Liberation from Ignorance and Poverty:  Research activities and findings 

liberate man from poverty and ignorance.  Research findings can liberate man 

from the restraints and limitations of ignorance and dependency through 

exposure.  Ignorance and illiteracy are serious leading causes of socio-economic 

retrogression and poverty in the countries of the world including Nigeria.  The 

advanced countries of the world like Japan, America, etc, are flourishing 

economically because of their exposure to research. In fact, they are said to be 

advanced because of the progress they have made in the various fields of human 

endeavors.  No nation in the world has ever thrived on the wings of illiteracy. 

Adequate research leads to the discovery of new techniques, ideas and ways of 

doing things which will in turn, lead to wealth creation. 

Improvement in Standard of Living:  Research findings that are worth-while 

do transform the society positively and also improve the overall quality of life.  

Without research, old knowledge will only be recycled and at a point will 

become anachronistic.  It is Important then that research work should show 

novelty of ideas and not repetitive but reproductive so as to have impact on the 

life of the society.  The variety of results that come from research will expose 

facts, provide evidence, discover the unknown and ultimately, expand the 

frontier of knowledge in the different areas of studies (Emunemu, 2009).  All 

these will improve the standard of living, increase chances of employment, pave 

way for economic opportunities and upward social mobility. 

Provision of Solutions to Counterparty Problems:  When researchers 

effectively embark upon and successfully complete researches designed to 

understand and explain various aspects of society or nature, there will be 

solutions to the social and natural problems that impinge on human well-being 

in the immediate environment and globally (Ajayi, 2009).  Take for instance, 

the nation can benefit from research findings or discoveries that will provide 

solutions to some naughty issues like climate change, H1V/A1DS and other 

related health problems.  Through scientific explorations, means of curing 
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myriads of terribly devastating sicknesses and diseases can be discovered and 

consequently reduce the mortality rates. 

Improvement in Educational Practices:  Through research, relevant 

strategies and methods of learning and teaching new concepts can be learnt from 

other nations and adapted to improve instructional effectiveness.  A lot of 

changes have taken place in leaching situations today and many more will still 

take place as long as educational research is being conducted.  Educational 

research is an academic endeavour which is geared towards finding new ways 

in which the approaches used in providing educational activities in the school 

system can be improved (Ayodele-Bamisaiye, 2005).  An educational research 

is also conducted to develop new approaches in the professional practice of 

education in personality of the learners. 
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