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Abstract 
 Agricultural production is a panacea to the development of any society, in terms 

of labour force participation, inputs/equipment and the resultant output.  In Lavun 

Local Government of Niger State, Mambe ward women provide about 60 percent 

of agricultural labour force and about 70 percent of the food for family 

consumption.  However, factors like patriarchy and lack of access to land among 

others have hindered women to achieve effective agricultural production.  A 

survey method was used to effectively investigate the problems that affect Mambe 

ward women in Lavun Local Government area from effective participation in 

agricultural production.  The source of information for this work was through 

primary instruments such as focus group discussions.  The study revealed that 

Mambe ward women in the study area played a significant role in terms of food 

production, food processing and food preservation, which has helped in reduction 

of food shortage in the area.  The study therefore recommended among others that 

there should be a redefinition of the Mambe ward cultural values in relations to 

males and female, where agricultural input should be as the disposal of both male 

and female folks. 
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Introduction 
The history of the development of the 

human race is closely related to that of 

agricultural and food production due to 

the fact that human society cannot 

survive without the availability of 

sufficient food to keep humans alive.  It 

is therefore imperative for the members 

of the society to improve their 
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agricultural productivity to keep life going.  It is to this fact that women in Lavun Local 

Government area and indeed in Niger State and Nigeria at large have contributed and 

are still contributing immensely to the agricultural activities in their societies.  In the 

publications of the International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology 

for Development IAASTD in 2008, the involvement of women in agriculture is 

increasing in many developing nation’s particularly with the development of export 

oriented irrigated farming which is associated with a growing demand for female 

labour.  However, there are several militating factors such as poverty, illiteracy, 

patriarchy, indigenous land tenure system, and biological challenges of woman-hood 

and poor government policies that militate against their effort in contributing their 

quota to the development of agricultural activities (Alubo, 2012). 

This paper is an outcome of a research conducted by the author with the aim to reveal 

how supportive and contributive Mambe ward women of Lavun Local Government 

area of Niger State have been and are still making to agricultural development of the 

area.  The key objectives of this study were to find out the contributions of Mambe 

ward women towards agricultural production and to identify the factors standing 

against the efforts of women in agricultural production.  The knowledge of these 

objectives will enable us suggest ways that can enhance the contributions of women 

towards agricultural development. 

The research theoretical disposition of this work is that of modernization theory with 

emphasis on Smelser’s model of modernization based on structural differential of 

institutions.  It sees major changes in the awakening of women’s consciousness with 

rapid economic development and the advent of women movement as an off shoot of 

modernization theory. 

A survey method was adopted for the purpose of collecting data.  Several variables 

such as age, status, occupation, income, accessibility to land etc. were examined using 

simple percentage for the analysis of the data collected.  Findings and conclusions 

were made with suggestions on how to enhance women’s contributions and 

participation in agricultural development in Lavun local government area of Niger 

State, Nigeria. 

 

Literature Review 

The development of any society depends heavily on agricultural product.  For instance, 

countries like South Korea, Tanzania, China, Cuba, U.S.A., Russia etc. depend heavily 

on agricultural products such as cocoa, rubber, cotton, palm oil, groundnut etc. which 

serves as raw materials to their industries (Adelakun 2003). 

Since colonial and post-colonial Nigeria, women have been performing crucial roles 

in their domestic and economic life of the society including agricultural activities.  In 

recognition of the importance of women in nation building especially in agricultural 
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sector, the Nigerian government more than ever before has focused its plan of desirable 

change which is however hinged largely on the active participation of women in 

agricultural production.  Agriculture is generally regarded as field cultivation.  

However scholars see agriculture as all the processes involved in the control and the 

production of plants and animal materials that are used by man (Sam, 2001).  

Macionics (2002) also sees agriculture as the science or practice of farming, including 

cultivation of the soil for growing of crops and rearing of animals to provide food for 

man’s consumption. 

Agriculture is therefore important for the transformation of both the social and 

economic framework of an economy.  In many parts of Nigeria, women (including 

Mambe ward women of Lavun Local Government Area) have played and continued 

to play crucial roles in agricultural production in addition to other responsibilities and 

obligations in vital labour related works.  Given such multiple roles bordering on child 

bearing, child rearing, family and household maintenance, coupled with production 

and income earning struggles, the intensification of the pressure on women’s time is 

of course enormous. 

Women therefore are not only involved in the production of the means of livelihood; 

they are also in the production of life itself.  Thus, women often contribute to the socio-

economic and political lives of a nation, community and family, and their contribution 

to the formation of the future generation are undisputable indeed.  The agricultural 

sector has the potentials to be the industrial and economic springboard from which a 

country’s development can take off (Aina, 2011). 

 

Methodology 

The method used in this study was the “survey method”.  Survey is a sociological 

research method considered appropriate to effectively investigate problems in realistic 

settings, i.e. investigate behavior, opinion, culture etc. of a group of people with a view 

to determine its total characteristics and features.  The population of study was the 

Mambe ward women in Lavun Local Government Area of Niger State, Nigeria and 

their role in agricultural production.  Only those actively involved in agricultural 

production were our target.  Since not the entire population of Mambe ward women in 

the local government can be studied, one hundred and twenty (120) women in four 

villages of Batagi Dewo, Batagi Dzuabu, Batagi Ndace and Mambe were considered 

as our target populations: Thirty women were picked randomly from the farming 

communities in each of the villages.  It was a mixed population of single, married, 

divorced and widows.  A large number of them participated in one form of agricultural 

activities or the other such as farming, processing and selling agricultural products.  

The population of study constituted both literate and non-literate women affiliated to 

different belief system. 
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Lavun Local Government area is predominantly rural and the main activities of the 

inhabitants are farming, which made it possible for the production of food crops, cash 

crops and fruit farming.  As mentioned earlier, the sample size of the population of 

study is one hundred and twenty (120), the sampling technique was based on random 

sampling techniques where respondents were picked randomly among the farming 

communities in the four villages covered.  In each district, we interviewed 30 women 

farmers. 

Our source of information was through primary instruments, Focus group discussion 

was primarily used as questions were asked and discussions were made concerning the 

contributions of women to agricultural production in the area.  Such questions as how 

do you acquire the land?  Who is always in charge of land allocation?  And what 

challenges do you have in securing land and relevant farm inputs? were often asked.  

In each of the four villages, we have three groups of women for focus group discussion.  

Each focus group has ten (10) women.  Such questions like the occupations of women 

in the area, the extent of their involvement in agriculture, how do they acquire land, 

who inherits their parent/husband’s land?  The benefits enjoyed from their 

participation in agricultural activities and the problems they faced in participating in 

agriculture all formed part of our discussions.  Suggestions were also made as to how 

women can be mobilized to contribute to the development of agriculture in the area of 

study.  Questionnaires were also distributed to the study population to get their 

demographic profile and personal opinions concerning the contribution of Mambe 

ward women in the development of agriculture in their area.  The questionnaires were 

collected and analyzed statistically by the use of simple percentage through frequency 

distribution table. 

 

Results and Discussions 

The study was mainly to reveal how Mambe ward women in Lavun local government 

area of Niger State involved themselves in agriculture, factors militating their 

participation and how to enhance their participation in agriculture aimed at improving 

their productive power.  A typical Mambe ward women are culturally trained side by 

side the men with no regard for gender differences or the biological responsibilities in 

farming activities.  As such, a Mambe ward woman in a typical agricultural setting 

does in terms of farming what any man can do. 

 

Table 1:  Income distribution of respondents per month 

Income Frequency Percentage (%) 

Below N5,000 78 65 

N5,000 – N8,000 33 27.5 
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Above N8,000 09 7.5 

Total 120 100% 

  Source:  Field survey 2021 

 

The table above shows that majority of the respondents (65%) earn below five 

thousand Naira per month while 27.5% of them earn between five thousand and eight 

thousand Naira per month.  Only very few of them (7.5%) earn above eight thousand 

Naira per month. 

The study revealed that most Mambe ward women in Lavun local government area 

live in poverty with less purchasing power for important farm inputs such as fertilizer, 

herbicides, pesticides etc. to prove their output.  This is in agreement with the U.S. 

Department of State (2005) Declaration that Nigeria has an estimate of 60 million 

women and they constitute the army of rural dwellers in Nigeria with 70% of them 

living in poverty. 

 

Table 2:  Contribution of Mambe Ward Women to Agriculture 

Contribution Frequency Percentage (%) 

Farming 91 75.83 

Processing/Selling 11 9.17 

Others 18 15.0 

Total 120 100% 

  Source:  Field survey 2021 

 

The above table indicates that 75.8% of the respondents engage actively in farming, 

9.2% engage in processing and selling agricultural products while 15% of the 

respondents contribute to other aspects of agriculture such as rearing of animals or in 

multiple agricultural activities. 

From the study, we found out that Mambe Ward women in Lavun local government 

area played a significant role in terms of food production, food processing and food 

preservation which has helped in reduction of food shortage in the area.  Traditionally, 

the Member ward family is owned and headed by the man (husband) in total disregard 

and no consideration for the ideology and desire of his wife or wives in house-hold 

decision making.  The husband here owns the women including important factors in 

agricultural production such as land.  It is the man who appropriates the farmland to 

whoever he chooses.  Because of the economic and cultural incapacitation of Mambe 

ward women in traditional societies, they were been marginalized in that they cannot 

withdraw their labour from cultivation for food production. 
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Table 3:  Challenges Faced by Mambe Ward Women 

Challenges Frequency Percentage (%) 

Lack of access to land 50 41.7 

Lack of inputs 51 42.5 

Others 19 15.8 

Total 120 100% 

  Source:  Field survey 2021 

 

To find out the challenges faced by Mambe ward women in agricultural production, 

41.7% complain of lack of access to land due to patriarchy practice, 42.5% face the 

challenges of access to input such as loan facilities, fertilizers, tractors etc. that can 

promote agriculture in the area while, 15.8% of the respondents were not specific on 

particular challenges but believe that they don’t have enough encouragement. 

Although, the study revealed that many women do not have farm lands of their own, 

most of them borrowed land for agricultural production.  Those that have access to 

land do not have security of tenure which makes them loose the land any time the man 

needs it back.  The findings show that the difficulties of women in acquiring rural land 

is as a result of the indigenous land tenure system, promoted by patriarchy culture that 

places emphasis on male domination and custody of family properties in the study 

area.  Some widows in our study groups lamented that they do not have access to their 

late husband’s land.  Other challenges faced by Mambe ward women, outside rural 

land, are pressure of over-cultivation or overgrazing of the land.  Most of these lands 

are not fertile and require the use of fertilizers or animal manure. 

Further, we observed that late release of farm inputs such as fertilizers and sometimes 

absence of it negatively affects the skills of Mambe ward women. 

 

Table 4:  Ways to Increase Productivity 

Ways Frequency Percentage (%) 

Access to land 18 15.0 

Access to loan 19 15.8 

Access to inputs 20 16.7 

All of the above 61 50.8 

Others 02 1.7 

Total 120 100% 

  Source:  Field survey 2021 

 

To suggest ways in which participation can be enhanced, the above table reveals that 

50.8% of the respondents would like to have access to land, loan and other inputs to 
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enhance their productivity.  Only 15% called for access to land while 15.8% called for 

access to loan facilities from the government.  Only 16.7% would prefer the 

availability of farm inputs in subsidized rate, while 1.0% suggest the formation of 

cooperative societies to assist members instead of relying on government interventions 

which seems elusive. 

Accessing relevant agricultural technology which has the potentials of increasing 

agricultural production is a shallow dream by the Mambe ward women as contact with 

extension workers, adopting the new technology, supply of improve seeds or machine 

does not usually happen with women.  Thus, our respondents claimed that extension 

workers who are usually male tend to shun female farmers due to the perception of 

males as the sole farmers. 

However, it is clear that Mambe ward women in the study areas have contributed 

immensely to agricultural development of Lavun local government area despite the 

challenges faced by them.  Many of them have formed cooperative societies that 

engage both in production and processing e.g. garri processing or rice processing 

among others.  Some of these cooperatives societies or thrifts allow women access to 

small scale loans payable weekly or monthly, depending on the borrower’s 

convenience.  For instance, an individual may be allowed to borrow a sum of N20,000 

upon a deposit of N5,000 and pay back the money with a minimal interest of N2,000 

per month.  The said individual can withdraw her membership by collecting her 

N5,000 back but those who remain in the cooperatives often share the accruing 

interests at the end of the year.  Such monies are usually borrowed for production of 

agricultural products or buying and selling of agricultural products.  Many women 

groups acknowledge the relevance of these cooperatives in promoting their 

participation in agricultural activities. 

In general, findings revealed that Mambe ward women in Lavun local government 

area of Niger State, Nigeria participate actively in the production and processing 

activities of agricultural products.  But their efforts are not without challenges.  Some 

of which were discussed above. 

 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

It is therefore pertinent to conclude this discussion by suggesting that for effective 

participation of Mambe ward women in agricultural production in Lavun local 

government area of Niger State, certain challenges have to be checked. 

1) Government and commercial banks should encourage women to take loans and 

other farm inputs such as fertilizers and tractors at minimal costs and interest. 

2) There should be redefinition of the Mambe ward cultural values in relation to 

both males and females, where agricultural inputs should be at the disposal of 

both male and female folks.  Likewise, the inheriting beliefs that considered 
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the male child as the one who controls the family properties e.g. land should 

be reviewed. 

3) The extension workers should be made available and well-motivated to teach 

new techniques of farming to both male and female farmers to equip them with 

sufficient knowledge and skills of modern methods of farming. 

4) Government should encourage formal adult education scheme to educate 

farmers especially female farmers, on agricultural strategies.  Education is 

believed to be a weapon to liberation from ignorance, poverty and diseases.  As 

such, proper education of female farmers in agricultural strategies will enable 

them increase their productive potentials and raise their social status from 

traditional level to commercial level. 

 

Even though several factors such as poverty, low literacy level, patriarchy, 

inaccessibility to land ownership amongst others militate against women in their 

efforts to participate in agricultural activities, it was discovered that Mambe ward 

women in Lavun local government area of Niger State, Nigeria play a significant role 

in agricultural production in the area. 
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