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Abstract 
This paper examined the goals of Basic, Post Basic Tertiary Education and 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) it highlighted some of the problems that 

may possibly military against the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 

on Education by the year 2030, it also reviewed concepts of basic, post Basic and 

Tertiary education, Sustainable development and sustainable Development Goals 

especially Goad number for that relates to Education. The challenges bedeviling 

the provision of quality education at all levels were also highlighted. Based on the 

literature reviewed and discussions made in this write up, the paper concludes 

that unless challenges faced by Basic, Post Basic and Tertiary Education are 

addressed through adequate financial support, achieving Sustainable 

Development Goal on Education by the 2030 as targeted by the United Nation 

would remain a mere illusion, and on the basis of this conclusion the paper 

recommended that Government should map out strategies for adequate financing 

education at all level bearing in mind the huge demand and investment that 

education system need and for achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 

on education by the year 2030 which is an extension of Millennium Development 

Goal (MDG) on education that lapsed in 2015. 
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Introduction 
The world has regarded education as an 

index for development in all ramification 

economic, political and social The quality 

of a nation's education determines 

development. Perhaps that was why the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria (2013) in its 

national policy on education considered 

education in Nigeria as Tan instrument 

per excellence. For effecting national 

development" (p. 2) 

Education can only be an instrument for 

effecting national and global 

development when it is qualitative. By 

qualitative the writers mean an education 

that can achieve the national and global 

development goals. Quality education at 

all levels, Basic Post Basic and Tertiary 

levels is a key to achieving the 

Sustainable Development Cols on 

Education For instance United Nation 

(2016) stated that: 

Quality education should lead to the 

acquisition of fundamental skills, such as 

literacy and numeracy, and higher-order 

skills. The end of lower secondary school 

often coincides with the end of 

compulsory education. By this stage, 

students should be able to master subject-

related knowledge and skills, possess 

personnel and social skills and have a 

solid foundation for further learning 

throughout life and the knowledge, skills 

and values needed to function well and 

contribute to society (p. 5) 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

and Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) are twin developmental goals of 

the United Nation for making the globe a 

better place for humankind in various 

dimensions such as education, health, 

food, shelter, etc. 

The MDG and the SDG on education are 

the two pillars around which ether MDGs 

and SDGs revolve, for without quality 

education the issue of national and 

international development is just a mere 

fallacy. 

The main thrust of this paper, therefore is 

to review the Nigerian goals of Education 

as well as specific goals of Basic, Post 

Basic and Tertiary Education as 

contained in the National Policy on 

Education (2013), analyse them and fish 

out the challenges issues associated with 

them that could possibly hinder the 

achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Coal on Education by the 

year 2030 as proposed by the United 

Nation which Nigeria is a member 

Goals of Education in Nigeria 

The education goals have been clearly 

stated by the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

in the National Policy on Education 

(2013) section l item 6 as follow: 

Development of the individual into the morally sound patriotic and effective citizen 
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Total integration of the individual into the immediate community, the Nigerian society 

and the world, 

Provision of equal access to qualitative educational opportunities for all citizens at all 

levels of education, within and outside the formal school system; 

Inculcation of national consciousness, values and national unity; and 

Development of appropriate skill, mental, physical and social abilities and 

competencies to empower the individual to live in and contribute positively to the 

society.(p. 2) 

Item 7 stated the specific goals of education in Nigeria as follow: 

Ensure and sustain unfettered access and equity to education for the total development 

of the individual; 

Ensure the quality of education delivery at all levels; 

Promote functional education for skill acquisition job creation and poverty reduction, 

Ensure periodic review, effectiveness and relevance of the curriculum at al levels to 

meet the needs of society and the world of work; 

Collaborate with development partners, the private sector, Non-Governmental 

Organizations and local communities to support and fund education and 

Promote information and communication technology capability at all levels (p.2-3) 

These goals are quite fantastic and in line with goal number 4 of the SDGs that had it 

been well adequately implemented, Nigeria would have achieve the MDGs by the pat 

2015, but inadequate and low commitment to the implementation of all the educational 

programmes has became a stumbling block towards the success of educational 

programme and this cannot be unconnected to various challenges which this paper will 

highlight and proffer possible prospects. 

However, apart from these broad goals of education in Nigeria, each level of education 

sill has its specific goals that when accumulated all together will reflect the mother 

goals of education in Nigeria as stated above. 

The inability of the National Policy on Education to address these vital goals cant be 

unconnected with some extraneous political, social, cultural, religious, and economic 

variables which analyzing them is beyond the scope of this paper. 

Many writers have asserted that policy formulation and implementation in Nigeria are 

full of challenges; some opined that the policy formulation process is faulty and the 

implementation process is also faulty (Okoroma, 2006, Akinsanya 2012) If the 

formulation and implementation are faulty then how can education goals be achieved? 

What are the solutions to that effect? These will be highlighted later in this paper. 

 

Goals of Basic Education 

Federal Government in the National Policy on Education (2013) section 2 item 10, 

defined Basic education as education given to children aged 0 - 15 years It 

encompasses the Early 
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Child Development Education (0-4) and 10 years of formal schooling 

Basic education, in the context of the law bears a restrictive definition in section 15(1) 

to mean early childhood care and education, and nine years of formal schooling. (BEC 

Act,  2004. P.29) 

The goals of Basic Education as contained in the NPE (2013) are: 

Provide the child with diverse basic knowledge and skills for entrepreneurship wealth 

generation and educational advancement 

Develop patriotic young people equipped to contribute to social development and in 

the performance of their civic responsibilities 

Inculcate values and raise morally upright individuals capable of independent thinking 

and who appreciate the dignity of labour 

Inspire national consciousness and harmonious coexistence, irrespective of differences 

in endowment, religion, colour, ethnic and socio-economic background and 

Provide opportunities for the child to develop manipulative skills that will enable the 

child function effectively in the society within the limit of the child 's capability. 

Looking at the above goals, and considering for example the total pupils enrolment of 

2011/2012 academic session of twenty six million, nine hundred and forty six 

thousand nine hundred and seventy six (26, 946, 976) pupils cross Nigeria as shown 

by the UBEC 2013) one will start thinking on how they should be achieved, taking 

into consideration the huge investment that the system needs and current economic 

recession? 

In this regards, Rabe (2017) observed that the problems bedeviling Basic Education 

especially in Nigeria is well known even to a common man. Basic education schools 

in Nigeria are characterized by inadequate infrastructural facilities like desks 

classrooms toilets, libraries etc. that was perhaps why the available classrooms are so 

congested. 

With this scenario that characterized not only basic education but all other levels of 

education, the issue of achieving Sustainable Development Goal especially in 

Education is seems to be difficult. 

 

Goals of Post Basic Education 

The Federal Republic of Nigeria in the NPE (2013) defines Post basic Education as 

follow: 

Post-Basie Education and Career Development PBECD) is the education childe 

receive after a successful completion of ten yeas of Basic Education and passing the 

Basic Education Certificate Examination (3ECE) and Junior Arabic and Islamic 

Studies Certificate Examination (UAISCE), It includes: (i) senior secondary education 

(ii) higher school; and (iii) continuing education given in Vocational Enterprise 

Institutions (VEIs) to either Basic Education graduates who are not proceeding to 
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Senior Secondary Schools, or Senior Secondary graduates that are not proceeding to 

the tertiary level, as a means of preparing them for the world of work, wealth creation 

and entrepreneurship. (p. 17) 

The objectives of Post-Basic Education and Career Development (PBECD) as stated 

in the NPE (2013) are to: 

Provide holders of the Basic Education Certificate and Junior Arabic and Islamic 

Studies Certificate with opportunity for education of a higher level, irrespective of 

gender, social status, religious or ethnic background; 

Offer diversified curriculum to cater for the differences in talents, disposition 

opportunities and future roles, 

Provide trained manpower in the applied science, technology and commerce at sub-

professional grades; 

Provide entrepreneurial, technical and vocational job-specific skills for self. reliance, 

and for agricultural, industrial, commercial and economic development: 

Develop and promote Nigerian languages. art and culture in the context of world’s 

cultural heritage 

Inspire students with a desire for self-improvement and achievement of excellence;  

Foster patriotism, national unity and security education with an emphasis on the 

common ties in spite of our diversity, and 

Raise morally upright and well-adjusted individuals who can think independently and 

rationally, respect the views and feeling of others and appreciate the dignity of labour. 

(pp. 17-18) 

A cursory look at those goals shows a close relationship between them and the SDG 

goal on Education. The only challenge here is how the provision of education at all 

level will address and bring about achievement of these goals? 

 

Goals of Tertiary Education 

The Federal Republic of Nigeria in the NPE (2013) defines Tertiary education as 

follows: 

Tertiary Education is the education given after Post Basic Education in institution such 

as Universities and Inter-University Centres such as the Nigeria French Language 

Village, Nigeria Arabic Language Village. National institute of Nigerian Languages, 

institutions such as Innovation Enterprise Institutions (IEIs), and College of 

Education, Polytechnics, Monotechnics, and other specialized institutions such as 

Colleges of Agriculture, Schools of Health and Technology and the National Teachers' 

Institutes (NT1). (p 38) 

The same NPE (2013) stated the goals of tertiary education as follow: 

Contribute to national development through high level manpower training; 
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Provide accessible and affordable quality learning opportunities in formal and 

informal education in response to the needs and interests of all Nigerians 

Provide high quay career counseling and lifelong learning programmes that prepare 

students with the knowledge and skills for self-reliance and the world of work, 

Reduce skill shortages through the production of skilled manpower relevant to the 

needs of the labour market 

Promote and encourage scholarship, entrepreneurship and community service;  

Forge and cement national unity and 

Promote national and international understanding and interaction. (p 38-39) 

In this regard, World Bank (2002) stated that: 

Tertiary education plays a key role in supporting basic and secondary education 

thereby buttressing the economic externalities produced by these lower levels. 

Improved tertiary education is necessary for sustainable progress in basic education. 

The supply of qualified teachers and school leaders, capacity for curriculum design, 

research on teaching and learning. economic analysis and management-these and 

many more components of basic education reform are hampered by weak tertiary 

education systems. A comprehensive approach to the development of the education 

sector is required, along with a balanced distribution of budgetary resources to ensure 

that countries invest appropriately in tertiary education with attention to their progress 

toward the Millennium Development Goals. (p. xxii) 

In support of the relevance of tertiary education, in realizing the Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG), World Bank (2002) stated: 

Tertiary education exercises a direct influence on national productivity, which largely 

determines living standards and a country's ability to compete in the global economy. 

Tertiary education institutions support knowledge-driven economic growth strategies 

and poverty reduction by (a) training a qualified and adaptable labor force, including 

high level scientists, professionals technicians, teachers in basic and secondary 

education, and future government, civil service, and business leaders (b) generating 

new knowledge, and (c) building the capacity to access existing stores of global 

knowledge and to adapt that knowledge to local use Tertiary education institutions are 

unique in their ability to integrate and create synergy among these three dimensions 

Sustainable transformation and growth throughout the economy are not possible 

without the capacity-building contribution of an innovative tertiary education system. 

(p. xx) 

The goals of all levels of education stated in this paper corresponds o the aspiration of 

Sustainable Development Goal on Education that United Nation set and expects each 

country to achieve by the year 2030. What is the SDG on Education? And what is 

statement contained therein? Can Nigeria achieve this goal by 2030? What will be the 

challenging issues toward the achievement of this goal? What are the possible 

solutions toward solving those challenges if any? These are some of the questions that 

need answers in relation to Basic, Post basic and Tertiary Education and Sustainable 

Development Goal in Nigeria. 
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Sustainable Development and Sustainable Development Goals 

Munasinghe cited in Boyi (2013) defined sustainable national development as process 

of improving the range of opportunities that will enable individual humans and 

communities to achieve their aspirations and fall potential over a sustained period of 

time while maintaining the resilience of economic, social and environmental systems 

(p.148) 

The Brundtland Commission Report entitled Our Common Future cited in FRN (2012) 

defined sustainable development as development, which meets the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of future generations lo meet their own needs”. 

The Federal Republic of Nigeria (2015) indicated that "in September 2015 world 

leaders met at the United Nations Headquarters in New York to consider and adopt a 

new comprehensive, ambitious and transformational development agenda" (p. 5) 

The resolution of the summit was a resultant document that outlined “set of 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)" (FRN 2015 p.5) 

This paper 1s much concern with the goal number 4 which is related to education, hut 

the arrays of these goals as stated by the United Nation (2016) are as follow: 

Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote 

sustainable agriculture. 

Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well being for all at all ages 

Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all 

Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable. reliable, sustainable and modern energy for al 

Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth full and 

productive employment and decent work tor all 

Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrialization and foster innovation 

Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries 

Goal 11: Make cities and human settlement inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 

Goal 12: ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 

Goal 13: 1ake urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

Goals 14: Conserve and sustainable use the ocean, seas and marine resources 

development 

Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, mange 

forests, combat desertification and halt and reserve land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss 

Goal 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development provide 

access to justice for all and build effective. accountable and inclusive institutions at all 

levels 

Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership 

or sustainable development 
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As stated above, the main concern of this paper is on SDG number 4 which is directly 

related to education. Goal 4 according the United Nation (2016. p 15) aims to ensure 

that all people have access to quality education and lifelong learning opportunities and 

it focuses on the acquisition of foundational and higher-order skills at all stages of 

education and development; greater and more equitable access to quality education at 

all levels, as well as technical and vocational education and training (TVET), and the 

knowledge, skills and values needed to function well and contribute to society. In this 

regard. United Nation (2016) stated that: 

Quality education should lead to the acquisition of fundamental skills, such as literacy 

and numeracy, and higher-order skills. The end of lower secondary school often 

coincides with the end of compulsory education. By this stage, students should be able 

to master subject-related knowledge and skills, possess personal and social skills and 

have a solid foundation for further learning throughout life (p. 19) 

 

Basic, Post Basic, Tertiary Education and Sustainable Development Goals in 

Nigeria: Issues and Challenges 

A number of issues and challenges towards the achievement of MDG on education in 

2015 are assumed to evidently still characterize the basic post basic and Tertiary 

education in Nigeria. The issue of new curriculum for basic and post basic levels and 

the introduction of entrepreneurship education at tertiary level, demand for education 

at all levels on none hand and current economic recession on the other hand paused a 

hydra- headed challenges towards the successful implementation of educational 

programmes. In this regard, Riley as cited by Sahlberg C2006) observed that many 

countries are reforming their education systems to provide their citizens with 

knowledge and skills that enable them to engage actively democratic societies and 

dynamic knowledge-bused economies This could have been true if one looks at the 

global race in economic competitiveness through various transformations taking place 

in education such as introduction of entrepreneurship education training in 

entrepreneurial skills and laying emphasis on science and technology as well as 

information and communication technology. 

Providing quality education at all levels as contained in the SDG goal 4 is not an easy 

task considering the human, material and financial demands at each level characterized 

by inadequate infrastructural and instructional facilities qualified workforce, enabling 

teaching and leaning environments to mention but few challenges face by basic, post 

basic and tertiary levels of education in Nigeria and which bare really challenging 

issues that could militate against the achievement of SDGs 4 by the 2030 as expected 

of each country so hit the target of provision of Ensuring inclusive and equitable 

quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. In this regard, 

Federal Government (2012) admits that: 

Nigeria's economy is still characterized by declining capacity utilization of major 

infrastructural facilities, large budget deficit, unacceptable level of unemployment and 

inflation. In addition, the economy had critical problems of dependence as well as 

undue reliance on a single commodity, which is oil, weak industrial base and private 

sector, low level of agricultural production and high debt overhang and inefficient 
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public utilities. Moreover, the informal sector continues to play a domineering role in 

the national economy. The government acknowledges that it faces these challenges in 

its efforts to rapidly transform the economy from a developing to developed economy 

by 2020. (p. 58) 

To show the challenging issues at basic, post basic and tertiary education towards 

achieving the SDG's goal on education by the year 2030, the Global Competitiveness 

Report 2014-2015 assessed 144 countries around the globe and published the 

competitiveness index of each country based on 12 pillars of economic 

competitiveness as reported by World Economic Forum (2014). Nigeria was one of 

the countries along the race but this paper would be more concern in two pillars that 

relate to education to show how much Nigeria would do in reforming its Education to 

the levels of relevance and competitiveness and for achieving the SDG on education 

by the year 2030. 

4th and 5 pillars were our concern in this regard. The 4 pillar was 1fealth and primary 

education in which Nigeria was ranked 143 out of 144 The details of the 

competitiveness index in primary education are as follow: In Quality of primary 

education Nigeria was ranked 124" out of 144 countries, on Primary education 

enrollment it was ranked 138th.  

The 5th pillar was Higher education and training in which it was ranked 124th. The 

report indicated that in secondary education enrollment Nigeria was ranked 127 in 

tertiary education enrollment it was ranked 112, in quality of the education system it 

was rod 122, in quality of math and science education it was ranked 132nd, in quality 

of management schools it was ranked 101 in internet access in schools it was ranked 

111th in availability of research and training services if was ranked 95th and in extent 

of staff training it was ranked 48th out of 144 countries around the globe. 

One of the most challenging issues in the provision of quality education of all levels 

is "Funding With fund classrooms are to be constructed, qualified teachers are to be 

employed, teaching and learning facilities are to be supplied, laboratories and 

workshops are to be constructed, workforce are to be paid etc. perhaps, that was why 

the United Nation recommended 26% of budgetary allocation to be allocated to 

education sector this is because each level of education demand huge amount of 

resources without which the quality we are looking tor in terms of education could not 

be realized, hence SDG on education could education could not be realized. 

 

Conclusion 

Affordable and accessible quality education for all is central to Sustainable 

Development Goal on Education, for this reason nations in the world including Nigeria 

are revisiting their education policies to that effect. In Nigeria, the Basic, Post Basic 

and Tertiary Education Goals are in congruence with the SDG's goal 4. But issues and 

challenges bedeviling education system at all levels is pausing hydra-headed problem 

towards achieving the SDG on education by the year 2030. Based on the literature 

reviewed and discussions made in this write up, the paper concludes that unless 

challenges faced by Basic. Post Basic and Tertiary Education are addressed through 
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adequate financial support, achieving Sustainable Development Coal on Education by 

the 2030 as targeted by the United to would remain a mere illusion 

 

Recommendation 

Based on the issues discussed in this paper and conclusion made, it is recommended 

that government should map out strategies for adequately financing education at all 

level bearing in mind the huge demand and investment that education system need and 

for achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) on education by the year 2030 

which is an extension of Millennium Development Goal (MDG) on education that 

lapsed in 2015 
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