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Abstract  
Issues surrounding 

students’ enrolment have 

become a source of concern 

to all and sundry. One of the 

fallouts of students’ 

enrolment is the school 

overpopulation which 

affects effective 

management and 

realization of objectives of 

secondary education. In 

order to ascertain whether 

or not students’ enrolment 

impact on management of 

secondary schools, this 

study digs into students’  

enrolment and 

management of secondary 

schools in North-Eastern 

States of Nigeria. It was a 

descriptive study guided by 

four research questions and 

hypotheses. The total 

population comprised 

4,434 principals and vice 

principals across 1,478 
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INTRODUCTION  
There is no doubt that 
Nigeria has population 
explosion in recent times. 
In fact, the National 
Population Commission 
(2020) reported that 
Nigeria's population was 
estimated at 181, 137, 
448 in 2015, 185, 960, 
245 in 2016, 190, 873, 
244 in 2017. Moreover, in 
2018 it was estimated at 
195, 874, 684, in 2019 it 
was 200, 936, 599 while in 
2020 it was estimated at 
206, 139, 589 million 
individuals. The number 
of people living in Nigeria 
regularly increased at a 
rate above two percent. In 
2021, the population has 
grown by 2.58 percent 
compared to the previous 
years. The population 
explosion may have 
influenced school 
enrolments across 
educational levels 
resulting in large school 
population. In fact, since 
2020, the number of 
students’ enrolment in the 
formal education sector 
has increased 
significantly. Put 
differently, as at 2010, the 
total population stood at 
25,754,380 which 
increased by 27.49% to 
32,834,449 and by 
15.46% to 37,911,596 in  

Keywords:      Student’ 

enrolment, finance, class 

size, discipline, 

management, secondary 

education 

This Research Study is an Offshoot of Institutional 

Based Research Sponsored by Tetfund. 



 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF AFRICAN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

(VOL. 18 NO.2) JUNE, 2022 EDITIONS 
 

 
  
 

236 

secondary schools in the 

study area out of which 443 

sample size was randomly 

selected using multistage 

sampling technique. A self-

developed questionnaire 

(which yielded reliability 

coefficient of 0.79% when 

computed in Cronbach 

Alpha analysis with the aid 

of SPSS) was used as 

instrument for data 

collection. The data 

collected were analyzed 

using mean and standard 

deviation to answer 

research questions while 

Chi-square analysis was 

used to test the hypotheses 

at 0.05 level of significance. 

The study revealed that 

students’ enrolment 

significantly impact on 

norms of class size, 

maintenance of discipline, 

management of finance as 

well as principals’ 

administrative effectiveness 

in secondary schools. It was 

therefore concluded that as 

far as North Eastern States 

of Nigeria is concerned, to a 

reasonable level, students’ 

enrolment significantly 

impact on management of 

secondary schools. Among 

others, it was recommended 

that government should 

make policy for payment of 

secondary education tax by 

companies, and that policy 

should enforce that only 

degree holders in 

educational administration 

and management are made 

secondary school principals 

in order to ensure effective 

management of secondary 

schools and attainment of 

objectives of secondary 

education.

 

011 and 2012 respectively, showing an average growth rate of 24.48% for the 

period. Secondary school net attendance rate was 54.80% and 57.40% in 2012 

and 2014 respectively. Between 2015 to 2019, secondary school students’ 

enrolment has risen to 40, 283,627. This Nigeria’s education enrolment statistics is 

worrisome given her estimated population of 206, 139, 589 persons in 2020. In this 

sense, school enrolment is a key factor when considering effectiveness of school 

management. 

Little wonder, Obi (2011) described student enrollment as the number of students that 

a school admitted and registered over a period of time. The author stressed further that 

enrolment determines the viability of a school. Where the school enrolment is growing, 

there is hope of continuity. On the other hand, where there is steady decrease in 

enrolment, the school may fold up with time. Meanwhile, as school enrolment is rapidly 

increasing in Nigerian schools to the extent that class size norm is greatly affected with 

the school population, and it becomes seemingly difficult for school administrators to 

effectively and efficiently manage their schools. Simply put, over-population leads to 

large class size, which poses challenges to classroom teacher in managing class activities. 

Besides, the fact that student is an essential element in education but increase in 

enrolment in Nigeria secondary schools constitute constraint to the school management. 

One of such problems is to determine whether the norms of class size conform to the 

recommended class size of 35 and 40 students per class prescribed for junior and senior 

secondary schools respectively in the National Policy on Education of Nigeria (Federal 

Republic of Nigeria, FRN, 2013). Class size norm is an educational tool that can be used 

to describe the average number of students per class in a school (Hoffman, 2014). 
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Meanwhile, Anashie (2014) further posits that the prescribed class size norm of 40 

students stipulated by the Federal Republic of Nigeria for secondary education is not 

being strictly adhered to. The bulging enrolment figure in most cases outstrips the 

existing learning space in the contemporary classroom (Anashie, 2014). Most secondary 

schools in Nigeria have class size that is above 40 students per class and this situation 

makes it difficult for teachers to maintain eye contact with students, recognize them by 

name or be totally committed to the execution of the demands of continuous assessment 

(Anashie, 2014). Such situation has not only created worry to education stakeholders in 

the area but has seemingly affected effective and efficient management of schools. 

Evidently, large class size contributes to the challenges of maintenance of school 

discipline as experienced by the school management.   

The assertion above explains why classroom management is a sine qua none in the 

maintenance of school discipline. Put differently, maintenance of school discipline is an 

essential element of school administration. This is because discipline is a seemingly 

mode of life in accordance with laid down rules of the society to which all members must 

conform. According to Nakpodia (2010), students’ disciplinary problem seems to be 

ubiquitous in the 21stcentury in Nigerian secondary schools. With recent increase in 

school enrolment, student disciplinary problems are bound to accentuate and cause 

more burdens on teachers and school administrators. Simply put, series of disciplinary 

problems noticeable in the classroom are born out of the fact that students’ enrolment 

has increased and the class is too large for the teacher to manage. 

In the same vein, management of school finance is equally an area of concern which is 

seemingly influenced by students’ enrolment in secondary schools in the study area as 

observed by the researcher. In his opinion, Banya (2011) notes that increase in students’ 

enrolment is one of the major areas of crises in secondary education with the available 

limited resources have not been able to meet the enrolment needs thereby having 

implications for low quality education as well as affecting effective and efficient 

management of schools. Moreover, school manager seems to find it increasingly difficult 

to manage finance when the enrolment figure of students in their respective schools is 

inconsistent with the expected. Whereas the funds provided does not commensurate 

with the students’ enrolled figure, thereby making it extremely difficult for the school 

managers to achieve the objectives of secondary education. 

At this juncture, it may be said that inadequate funding contributes to administrative 

inefficient of the school principals. This is because the effectiveness of school 

administration is concerned with doing the right things at the right time. In his view, 

Ajayi (2011) asserts that in Nigeria, secondary education is associated with the problems 

of students’ enrolment. This is one among the vital factors that require close attention 

for effective administration of schools. This means that the number of students’ enrolled 

in the public secondary schools increases tremendously thereby affecting effective and 

efficient schools management. Oleforo and Anugwu (2014) observe that with the growth 
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in students’ population in schools, the effectiveness of the school administration may 

therefore be affected. 

Again, management generally connotes manipulation of resources available to the 

managers to achieve set goals. According to Akpakwu (2008), management refers to the 

judicious application of the human, infrastructural, material, financial and time 

resources towards the attainment of organizational objectives. The process is obviously 

influenced by many factors such as finance, infrastructures, time, material resources as 

well as students’ enrolment. Little wonder, Akpakwu (2008) construes school 

management as the ability of the educational manager to judiciously utilize the human, 

material, financial and time resources towards the efficient and effective achievement of 

the objectives of the school. 

In the context of this study, educational management at the secondary school level is the 

process of organizing and coordinating students’ enrolment and making decisions that 

would lead to the attainment of the goals of secondary school. The relevant stakeholders 

of secondary education have expressed concerns over students’ enrolment issues such 

as; increase in enrolment, decline in enrolment and how these issues could make it 

difficult for school managers to manage secondary school properly. It is against this 

background that this study will take an analytic view on impact of students’ enrolment 

on management of secondary schools in the North Eastern States in Nigeria. 

 

Literature Review  

Enrolment is the number of students enlisted in a particular class at a given period. It is 

defined as the total number of successful students who get enlisted in a class of a 

particular level of education at a given period of time. It could also mean the size of intake 

of a group of pupils in a given set at a particular period of time (Okwori, 2011). It refers 

to the acceptance and registration of students into secondary schools for studies, and 

this is done with due consideration of age, level (class), academic maturity among others. 

It is an indisputable fact that each school structure has a maximum capacity based on the 

standard for effective functioning; this in itself exerts some level of influence on the 

management of secondary schools. This implies that an increase or decrease in the 

number of students enrolled has equivalent impact negatively or positively on the 

management of secondary schools. Enrolment of students into schools therefore 

determines a lot of decisions and activities of the management. Indeed, management of 

secondary schools depends on students’ enrolment so as to function properly.  

Generally, educational management is a process of establishing a good environment for 

the realization of students, staff and institutional objectives with least inputs. Olagboye 

(2004) defines educational management as the process that deals with the formulation 

of policies and programmes for an educational agency. Similarly, Adzongo (2012) 

describes educational management as the synchronization of all management functions 

and educational resources towards the achievement of the goals of education. For 

Ogbonnaya (2009), educational management is concerned with the planning and 
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formulation of educational policies or programmes with a view to achieving educational 

goals.  

However, enrolment in schools is one of the most crucial managerial tasks for principals 

of secondary schools. Students’ enrolment in secondary schools deserves absolute 

expert attention due to its role in the overall operation of the system, especially in the 

provision of human and material resources (Okwori, 2011). Okwori further avers that 

students’ enrolment is a critical component of school management since without 

students there will be no school. In the context of this study, educational management at 

the secondary school level is the process of organizing and coordinating human and 

material resources and making decisions that would lead to the attainment of the goals 

of secondary school. In a nutshell, management of secondary schools refers to the 

principal’s judicious utilization of the human, infrastructural, material, financial, and 

time resources towards the attainments of the objectives of secondary education. 

Moreover, it could be reiterated that across the globe, the trends in educational 

development have shown significant increase in students’ enrolment (Ademola, 

Ogundipe & Babatunde, 2014). Nigeria like most of the countries across the globe has 

adopted and implemented to a large extent the Education for All (EFA), policy of the 

United Nations, which has in no small measure resulted in the increased students 

population at all levels of education. The increased number in enrolment has led to 

increased number of students in the classroom (Ikolo, 2011). 

The statement above explains why some students are taught in open places or under 

trees in the schools due to lack of classroom accommodation. Class size norm is an 

educational tool that can be used to describe the average number of students per class 

in a school. According to Hidden Curriculum (2014), the term class size norm is the total 

number of students in a particular class in a school. Ikolo (2011) states that class size 

norm means group which is a set of persons among whom there exist a definable or 

observable set of relations. Sommers (2011) states that the rational utilization of 

classroom space is dependent upon the norms of class size, which in turn would depend 

upon the area of the classroom. Okoro (2005) reports the class size norm of 35 students 

in junior secondary schools and 40 students in senior secondary schools as stipulated by 

the Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN, 2013 p35) in her Policy on Education is not being 

strictly adhered to. The students’ enrolment pressure and large class size are teaching 

problems that need to be addressed if effective management of secondary schools in the 

study area is to be achieved. Asiyai (2012) opined that the bulging enrolment figures in 

secondary schools in most cases outstrip the existing learning space in today’s 

classrooms. Asiyai argues that the size of the class has become increasingly 

unmanageable with class size of about 65 students per class which makes it impossible 

for the teacher to give individual attention to the learners needing it. In a similar vein, 

Nyiam (2012) states that overpopulated classrooms lead to over stretching of available 

school facilities and overcrowded examination halls pave ways for students to indulge 

in examination malpractice. According to Asiyai (2012), large class size and inadequate 
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infrastructures are two major impediments to successful management of secondary 

schools in Nigeria. This is a clear indication that average school population is one of the 

determinants of effective school discipline.  

In other words, in an attempt to achieve an organized and peaceful school environment 

and maintain law and order, school management specifies rules and regulations to guide 

the activities of members of the educational organization. Students’ discipline is a 

prerequisite to almost everything a school has to offer students (Yaroson, 2004). 

According to Nakpodia (2010), students’ disciplinary problem seems to be ubiquitous in 

the 21stcentury in Nigerian secondary schools. With recent increase in school enrolment, 

student disciplinary problems are bound to accentuate and cause more burdens on 

teachers and school administrators. To Nakpodia, a lot of disciplinary problems 

noticeable in the classroom are born out of the fact that students’ enrolment has 

increased and the class is too large for the teacher to manage. The number of students in 

a class for example has the potential to affect how much is learned in a number of ways. 

For instance, it could affect how students interact with each other and this may result 

more or less into noise or disruptive behaviour which, in turn affect the kinds of activities 

the teacher is able to promote. It could also affect how much time the teacher is able to 

focus on individual students and their specific needs rather than on the group as a whole 

(Muraina & Muraina, 2014).  

Evidently, indiscipline brings up disciplinary problem among children. The term 

disciplinary problems connote the violations of school rules and regulations capable of 

obstructing the smooth and orderly functioning of the school system (Muraina & 

Muraina, 2014). In the school system, discipline is necessary for the effective 

management, if the goals of the schools are to be accomplished. It is an element of 

managerial tasks that involves the measurement and correction of the performance of 

the subordinates to make sure that the objectives of the school and the desire to attain 

them are accomplished (Nakpodia, 2010). Discipline in school organization includes any 

rational approach used by teachers to overcome the problems of the school environment 

(Ajibola & Ali, 2014). To bring about effective discipline of students, the school 

formulates a set of rules to guide the conduct of students. 

In another development, funding of education is a factor which facilitates the attainment 

of educational objectives and makes the process of teaching and learning smooth and 

effective at the school level. Section 10 of the National Policy on Education (FRN, 

2013:70) emphatically stated that finance is the most basic resource needed for 

education. Educational finance according to Nwadiani (2003), is the process of sourcing, 

allocating and managing public school revenues in the production of educational 

services. According to Olagboye (2004), educational financing refers to the ways and 

means by which money is provided for the development and maintenance of the entire 

education system. This implied that funding is a critical issue in the Nigerian educational 

system.    
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To this end, the importance of the management of school finance in the development of 

education cannot be overemphasized. In Nigeria, secondary education derives its major 

fund from the annual allocation to the education sector. Unfortunately, allocation to the 

sector on which secondary education depends has been consistently low in spite of the 

strategic role of the sector in the training of manpower for the development of the 

economy. This situation according to CBN (2010) is threatened by increase in enrolment 

as a result of the rise in the demand for it. Apparently, secondary education is mostly 

affected by lower allocation of funds than any other level of education in Nigeria; this is 

because the state governments which are saddled with the responsibility of providing 

this level of education do not have the political will to fund it properly. Invariably, 

Onyeonoru (2004), argues that this level of education suffers from problems of over-

crowding, poor sanitation, inadequate teaching equipment, insufficient supply of 

electricity and water, poor condition of service and abandoned capital projects. It is these 

problems, according to Uyanga (2006), which pose great challenges to the management 

of secondary education in Nigeria to the extent that principal’s attention is over-sought. 

Simply put, in the administration of secondary schools, the principal is central. For 

Ekundayo (2010), the jobs of the school principal in Nigeria has progressively become 

more complex and highly hazardous. In fact, the task of maintaining an effective 

machinery of a functional school system like secondary education is one that demands a 

great deal of administrative qualities of principals as they are expected to coordinate 

human and material resources for effective administration of the school (Zeelen, 2012). 

Meanwhile, there is an increasing public fear and complaints in Nigeria that the 

administrative effectiveness of the principals is jeopardizing (Muraina, 2014). A school 

principal therefore, must function in various capacities ranging from the instructional 

leadership to students guidance and management of school facilities (Omoregie, 2005). 

Besides, there is no doubt that the number of students’ enrolled in the public secondary 

schools increased tremendously. Oleforo and Anugwu (2014) observe that with this 

growth in students’ population, the effectiveness of the school administration may be 

faced with several challenges. After all, effectiveness of school administration is 

concerned with doing the right thing at the right time. For Oleforo and Anugwu (2014), 

administrative functions of the principals include; preparing teaching schedules, 

ensuring teaching effectiveness of staff, performing personnel decision-making and 

managing the school budget. The success or failure of the school is therefore, the 

principal’s responsibility. However, the extent at which effective management can be 

achieved in the face of high students’ enrolment rate necessitates further study in this 

direction.  

 

Statement of the Problem 

There has been a growing concern and worry expressed by relevant education 

stakeholders on the issue of students’ enrolment in secondary schools in the North-

Eastern states of Nigeria. Stakeholders are worried over the level of inconsistency in 
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students’ enrolment in the schools which seems to be causing setback on effective and 

efficient management of secondary schools. According to Federal Ministry of Education 

(2015), between the year 2013 to 2019, students’ enrolment increased in the North-

Eastern States of Nigeria from 449,738 to 756,291. This unexpected increase in 

enrolment may have created problems in terms of the norms of class size, maintenance 

of school discipline, financial management and principals’ administrative effectiveness, 

thereby making objectives of secondary education unattainable.  

In other words, the afore-mentioned issues constitute serious challenges to the 

principals in terms of management of secondary schools in the study area. In fact, 

principals are now struggling to ensure that the schools achieve the purpose for which 

they were established. Succinctly, the problem of this study stated in question form is: 

what is the impact of students’ enrolment on management of secondary schools in North-

Eastern States of Nigeria? 

 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study was to analytically examine the impact of students’ enrolment 

on management of secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria. In specific term, 

the study will ascertain:  

1. The impact of students’ enrolment on norms of class size in secondary schools in 

North-Eastern States of Nigeria. 

2. The impact of students’ enrolment on maintenance of discipline in secondary 

schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria. 

3. The impact of students’ enrolment on management of finance in secondary 

schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria.  

4. The impact of students’ enrolment on principals’ administrative effectiveness in 

secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria. 

 

Research Questions  

The following research questions were formulated to guide the study:- 

(i) What is the impact of students’ enrolment on norms of class size in secondary 

schools in North-Eastern states of Nigeria? 

(ii) What is the impact of students’ enrolment on maintenance of discipline in 

secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria? 

(iii) What is the impact of students’ enrolment on management of finance in 

secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria? 

(iv) What is the impact of students’ enrolment on principals’ administrative 

effectiveness in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria? 

 

Research Hypotheses 

The following null hypotheses will be tested at 0.05 level of significance:- 

Ho1: Students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on norms of class size in 

secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria.  
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Ho2: Students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on maintenance of 

discipline in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria.  

Ho3: Students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on management of finance 

in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria. 

Ho4: Students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on principals’ 

administrative effectiveness in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of 

Nigeria. 

 

Methodology: 

Design  

The study adopted descriptive survey research method. This is because descriptive 

survey research design is a research method which enables the researcher to obtain the 

opinions (i.e. opinions on students’ enrolment with respect to management of secondary 

schools) of a representative sample of a target population (secondary school 

administrators in North-Eastern States) so as to infer the perception or view of the entire 

population.  

 

Population 

This study comprised principals and vice principals from four thousand four hundred 

and thirty-four (4,434) in public secondary schools across North Eastern States of 

Nigeria. Available record from the Federal Ministry of Education (FME, 2015) revealed 

one thousand four hundred and seventy-eight (1,478) principals and two thousand nine 

hundred fifty-six (2,956) vice principals in the study area. On the whole four thousand 

four hundred and thirty-four (4,434) constitute the total population for the study. 

 

Sample and Sampling Technique  

Four hundred and forty-three (443) respondents constituted sample size for this study. 

This is supported by Maduabum (2004) that 10% representative sample of a population 

of 1000 and above is adequate for the study because the population is large enough. The 

study employed multistage sampling technique in selecting four hundred and forty-four 

(443) participants for the study.  

 

Instruments  

A structured questionnaire titled Impact of Students’ Enrolment and Secondary Schools 

Management Questionnaire (ISESSMQ) was used for data collection. The questionnaire 

reflects the four variables of the study which are; impact of students’ enrolment on 

norms of class size, maintenance of school discipline, management of finance as well as 

principals’ administrative effectiveness in secondary schools. The instrument was 

modeled based on the four-point rating scale with a response modes of Strongly Agree 

(SA) =4, Agree (A) =3, Disagree (D) =2 and Strongly Disagree (SD) =1 for positively 



 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF AFRICAN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

(VOL. 18 NO.2) JUNE, 2022 EDITIONS 
 

 
  
 

244 

framed statements and the reverse coding for negative ones. The ISESSMQ contains 20 

items with each cluster containing 5-item.  

 

Validity and Reliability 

The instrument was given face and content validity in terms of scope of coverage, content 

relevance, ambiguity and vagueness of expression. A pilot study was conducted on 45 

respondents in a school with similar characteristics of the study population but outside 

the study area. Cronbach’s Alpha Reliability Analysis was employed (with the aid of 

Statistical Package for Social Sciences-SPSS) to determine the reliability coefficient 

cluster by cluster, which yielded 0.704, 0.796, 0.711 and 0.714 respectively for cluster A, 

B, C and D while overall reliability coefficient stood at 0.79.  

 

Analysis 

Data collected from the questionnaire were analyzed using mean and standard deviation 

to answer research questions. Chi-square statistical analysis was used to test the 

hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. The decision was that, if the calculated p-value 

was less than the level of significance, the null hypothesis was not accepted and vice 

versa (computation was done with SPSS package). 

 

Data presentation  

Research Question 1: What is the impact of students’ enrolment on norms of class size 

in secondary schools in North Eastern states of Nigeria? 

Table 1: Mean ratings of respondents with regard to impact of students’ enrolment on 

norms of class size in secondary schools in the study area.  

S/N 
Items on Students Enrolment and Norms of Class 

Size   

Valid N= 

443 
Mean SD Remark 

1. 

High students’ enrolment increase class size and 

make teachers to overwork thus reducing their 

effectiveness.  

443 3.40 0.73 Agree 

2. 

High students’ enrolment does not make class size 

to be above the recommended 40 students per class 

in secondary schools.  

443 1.75 0.90 Disagree 

3. 

Internally displaced persons (students) in an area 

not affected by insurgency overshoot students’ 

enrolment and this affects class size. 

443 3.41 0.61 Agree 

4. 
Over-aged students make class size high leading to 

over stretching of facilities in schools.  
443 3.42 0.65 Agree 

5. 
High students’ enrolment does not overblown class 

size and this makes teachers’ use of active 
443 1.88 0.98 Disagree 
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instructional strategies effective in secondary 

schools.  

 Cluster mean  443 2.77  Accept 

Source: Field study (2022). 

 

Table 1 above indicates the opinions of respondents on the impact of students’ 

enrolment on norms of class size in secondary schools. Based on the table, the mean 

scores of the respondents- 3.40, 3.41, and 3.42 are above the reach of criterion mean of 

2.50 while 1.74, and 1.88 are below criterion of 2.50 for acceptance level.  

The results from the table indicated that all respondents affirmed that 3 items impact on 

norms of class size in secondary schools. The results revealed that high students’ 

enrolment increase class size and make teachers to overwork thus reducing their 

effectiveness, internally displaced persons (students) in an area not affected by 

insurgency overshoot students’ enrolment and this affects class size with mean scores of 

3.40, 3.41and 3.42 respectively impact norms of class size in secondary schools. 

However, the respondents declined that high students’ enrolment does not make class 

size to be above the recommended 40 students per class in secondary schools as well as 

high students’ enrolment does not overblown class size and this makes teachers’ use of 

active instructional strategies effective in secondary schools with mean scores of 1.74 

and 1.88 respectively do not have impact on norms of class size in secondary schools.  

Research Question 2: What is the impact of students’ enrolment on maintenance of 

discipline in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria? 

 

Table 2: Mean ratings of respondents with regard to impact of students’ enrolment on 

maintenance of discipline in secondary schools in the study area.  

S/N 
Items on Students Enrolment and Maintenance of 

Discipline   

Valid N= 

443 
Mean SD Remark 

6. 
Truancy is not common in a school with high 
student’s enrolment.  

443 1.71 0.82 Disagree 

7. 

High student’s enrolment leads to high rowdy 

classroom environment and unruly behaviour 

among students.  

443 3.35 0.77 Agree 

8. 
There are no cases of student’s stealing from other 

students in a school with high student’s enrolment.  
443 1.67 0.69 Disagree 

9. 
Immoral behaviour is rampant in a school with over-
crowded students.  

443 3.28 0.74 Agree 

10. 

Lack of adequate infrastructural facilities in a 

school with high student’s enrolment makes 

students to behave unruly. 

443 3.38 0.66 Agree 

 Cluster mean  443 2.68  Accept 

Source: Field study (2022). 
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Table 2 above indicates the opinions of respondents on the impact of students’ 

enrolment on maintenance of discipline in secondary schools. Based on the table, the 

mean scores of the respondents- 3.35, 3.28, and 3.38 are above the reach of criterion 

mean of 2.50 while 1.71, and 1.67 are below criterion of 2.50 for acceptance level.  

The results from the table indicated that all respondents affirmed that 3 items impact on 

maintenance of discipline in secondary schools. The results revealed that high student’s 

enrolment leads to high rowdy classroom environment and unruly behaviour among 

students, immoral behaviour is rampant in a school with overcrowded students as well 

as lack of adequate infrastructural facilities in a school with high students’ enrolment 

makes students to behave unruly with mean scores of 3.35, 3.28, and 3.38 respectively 

impact maintenance of discipline in secondary schools. However, the respondents 

declined that truancy is not common in a school with high student’s enrolment as well 

as there are no cases of student’s stealing from other students in a school with high 

student’s enrolment with mean scores of 1.71 and 1.67 respectively do not have impact 

on maintenance of discipline in secondary schools.  

Research Question 3: What is the impact of students’ enrolment on management of 

finance in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria? 

 

Table 3: Mean ratings of respondents with regard to impact of students’ enrolment on 

management of finance in secondary schools in the study area.  

S/N 
Items on Students Enrolment and Management of 

Finance   

Valid N= 

443 
Mean SD Remark 

11. 

High population of students makes funds to be 

inadequate for provision of school facilities in 

secondary schools.  

443 3.22 0.67 Agree 

12. 
High students’ enrolments deplete funds meant for 

provision of additional infrastructure.  
443 3.32 0.77 Agree 

13. 
High students’ enrolment requires additional funds 

for employment of new teachers.  
443 3.28 0.81 Agree 

14. 
High students’ enrolment does not require 

additional funds for purchase of learning material.  
443 1.84 0.87 Disagree 

15. 
High students’ enrolment has no influence on school 

revenue base.  
443 1.60 0.96 Disagree 

 Cluster mean  443 2.65  Accept 

Source: Field study (2022). 

 

Table 3 above indicates the opinions of respondents on the impact of students’ 

enrolment on management of finance in secondary schools. Based on the table, the mean 

scores of the respondents- 3.22, 3.32, and 3.28 are above the reach of criterion mean of 

2.50 while 1.84, and 1.60 are below criterion of 2.50 for acceptance level.  
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The results from the table indicated that all respondents affirmed that 3 items impact on 

management of finance in secondary schools. The results revealed that high population 

of students makes funds to be inadequate for provision of school facilities, high students’ 

enrolment deplete funds meant for provision of additional infrastructure as well as high 

student’s enrolment requires additional funds for employment of new teachers with 

mean scores of 3.22, 3.32, and 3.28 respectively impact management of finance in 

secondary schools. However, the respondents declined that high student’s enrolment 

does not require additional funds for purchase of learning materials as well as high 

students enrolment has no influence on school revenue base with mean scores of 1.84 

and 1.60 respectively do not have impact on management of finance in secondary 

schools.  

Research Question 4: What is the impact of students’ enrolment on principals’ 

administrative effectiveness in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria? 

 

Table 4: Mean ratings of respondents with regard to impact of students’ enrolment on 

principals’ administrative effectiveness in secondary schools in the study area.  

S/N 
Items on Students Enrolment and Principals’ 

Administrative Effectiveness   

Valid N= 

443 
Mean SD Remark 

16. 

Lack of sound managerial skill by the principal in 

school with high student’s enrolment makes the 

principal to be administratively effective.  

443 1.71 0.78 Disagree 

17. 

Improper supervision of teachers work/ activities 

makes the principal to be administratively ineffective 

in school with high student’s enrolment.  

443 3.35 0.78 Agree 

18. 
High students’ enrolment inhibits principals’ smooth 

communicative skills. 
443 3.30 0.81 Agree 

19. 
Students’ over-enrolment does not influence 

effectiveness of school budget.  
443 1.60 0.64 Disagree 

20. 

High students’ enrolment does not affect principals’ 

maintenance of cordial relationship with members of 

school community.  

443 3.13 0.88 Agree 

 Cluster mean  443 2.62  Accept 

Source: Field study (2022) 

 

Table 4 above indicates the opinions of respondents on the impact of students’ 

enrolment on principals’ administrative effectiveness in secondary schools. Based on the 

table, the mean scores of the respondents- 3.35, 3.30, and 3.13 are above the reach of 

criterion mean of 2.50 while 1.71, and 1.60 are below criterion of 2.50 for acceptance 

level.  
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The results from the table indicated that all respondents affirmed that 3 items impact on 

principals’ administrative effectiveness in secondary schools. The results revealed that 

improper supervision of teachers’ work/activities makes the principal to be 

administratively ineffective in schools with high students’ enrolment, high students’ 

enrolment inhibits principals’ smooth communicative skills, as well as high students’ 

enrolment does not affect principals’ maintenance of cordial relationship with members 

of school community with mean scores of 3.35, 3.30, and 3.13 respectively impact 

principals’ administrative effectiveness in secondary schools. However, the respondents 

declined that lack of sound managerial skill by the principal in school with high student’s 

enrolment makes the principal to be administratively effective as well as students’ over-

enrolment does not influence effectiveness of school budget with mean scores of 1.71 

and 1.60 respectively do not have impact on principal’s administrative effectiveness in 

secondary schools.  

 

Research Hypotheses:  

Ho1: Students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on norms of class size in 

secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria.  

Table 5: Chi-square test of the Impact of Students’ Enrolment on Norms of Class Size in 

Secondary Schools 

Opinions Observed N Expected N Level of Sig. df χ2-cal P-value Decision 

SD 23 109.0 0.05   3 313.91    0.00 Sig. 

D 11 109.0      

A 189 109.0      

SA 213 109.0      

Total 436       

a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency 

is 109.0  

Table 5 revealed that χ2 = 313.91, at df =3 and p = 0.00. Since p-value of 0.00< 0.05 at 3 

degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis which states that students’ enrolment does not 

significantly impact on norms of class size in secondary schools was therefore, rejected. 

This means that students’ enrolment significantly impact on norms of class size in 

secondary schools. 

Ho2: Students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on maintenance of discipline 

in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria.  

 

Table 6: Chi-square test of the Impact of Students’ Enrolment on Maintenance of 

Discipline in Secondary Schools 

Opinions Observed N Expected N Level of Sig. df χ2-cal P-value Decision 

SD 35 109.0 0.05   3 182.62    0.00 Sig. 

D 42 109.0      

A 179 109.0      
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SA 180 109.0      

Total 436       

a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency 

is 109.0  

 

Table 6 revealed that χ2 = 182.62, at df =3 and p = 0.00. Since p-value of 0.00< 0.05 at 3 

degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis which states that students’ enrolment does not 

significantly impact on maintenance of discipline in secondary schools was therefore, 

rejected. This means that students’ enrolment significantly impact on maintenance of 

discipline in secondary schools. 

Ho3: Students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on management of finance in 

secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria. 

 

Table 7: Chi-square test of the Impact of Students’ Enrolment on Management of Finance 

in Secondary Schools 

Opinions Observed N Expected N 
Level of 

Sig. 
df χ2-cal P-value Decision 

SD 29 109.0 0.05   3 296.17    0.00 Sig. 

D 10 109.0      

A 204 109.0      

SA 193 109.0      

Total 436       

a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency 

is 109.0  

 

Table 7 revealed that χ2 = 296.17, at df =3 and p = 0.00. Since p-value of 0.00< 0.05 at 3 

degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis which states that students’ enrolment does not 

significantly impact on management of finance in secondary schools was therefore, 

rejected. This means that students’ enrolment significantly impact on management of 

finance in secondary schools. 

Ho4: Students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on principals’ administrative 

effectiveness in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria. 

 

Table 8: Chi-square test of the Impact of Students’ Enrolment on Principals’ 

Administrative Effectiveness in Secondary Schools 

Opinions Observed N Expected N 
Level of 

Sig. 
df χ2-cal P-value Decision 

SD 69 109.0 0.05   3 75.49    0.00 Sig. 

D 61 109.0      
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A 138 109.0      

SA 168 109.0      

Total 436       

a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency 

is 109.0  

 

Table 8 revealed that χ2 = 75.49, at df =3 and p = 0.00. Since p-value of 0.00< 0.05 at 3 

degrees of freedom, the null hypothesis which states that students’ enrolment does not 

significantly impact on principals’ administrative effectiveness in secondary schools was 

therefore, rejected. This means that students’ enrolment significantly impact on 

principals’ administrative effectiveness in secondary schools. 

 

Discussion of Findings  

Hypothesis one states students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on 

norms of class size in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria.  

Evidences from table 5 revealed that t-cal values greater than 0.05 obtained level of 

significance (statistical benchmark) for all items. Hence, students’ enrolment 

significantly impact norms of class size in secondary schools in the study area. In line 

with the current study, Agada (2012) revealed that class size has significant impact 

on management of disciplinary problems in primary schools. The study concluded 

that pupils’ class size norms has significant impact on disciplinary problems, 

provision of instructional materials, infrastructural facilities, finance, and teacher 

effectiveness in primary schools. The current study also supports Adeyemi (2008) 

who discovered that increase in class-size norms tends to lower students’ level of 

achievement which is one of the major goals of secondary education. The study 

concluded that the norm for class size is a critical factor in determining the quality for 

output from secondary schools therefore students in schools having small class size 

had better quality of output than students in schools having large class size. This 

finding differ from others because it points clearly that high students’ enrolment 

increase class size and make teachers to overwork thus reducing their effectiveness.  

Hypothesis two states students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on 

maintenance of discipline in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria.  

Evidences from table 6 revealed that students’ enrolment significantly impact 

maintenance of discipline in secondary schools. The findings of the current study 

support Fareo (2013) who found that increase in students’ enrolment could cause 

truancy in the school thereby impacting negatively on students’ academic 

performance. The study concluded that truancy result from students’ overpopulation 

and this in turn affects students’ academic achievement. Similarly, the current study 

is in agreement with Idu and Ojedapo (2011) who found out that students’ population 

explosion caused disciplinary problems occurred in secondary schools as a result of 
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student over-population such as truancy, rowdy classrooms, unruly behaviours and 

immoral behaviours among students. This finding differs from others because it 

clearly shows that high student’s enrolment leads to disciplinary problems in 

secondary schools.  

Hypothesis three states students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on 

management of finance in secondary schools in North-Eastern States of Nigeria.  

Evidences from table 7 revealed that students’ enrolment significantly impact 

management of finance in secondary schools. The findings of the current study agrees 

with Adeyemi (2011) who reported that the government through the Ministry of 

Education should draw up action plan for education which will involve short and long 

terms plan for educational financing in the country. The study also relates with 

Famade (2014) who found that Primary education was poorly funded in Kogi State as 

most buildings in the primary schools were dilapidated and there is acute shortage of 

school materials and furniture. The study therefore concluded that education is 

inadequately funded in Nigeria. This finding differs from others because it clearly 

shows that high population of student causes financial crises thereby negatively 

impacting on management of secondary education. 

Hypothesis four states students’ enrolment does not have significant impact on 

principals’ administrative effectiveness in secondary schools in North-Eastern States 

of Nigeria. 

Evidences from table 8 above shows that students’ enrolment significantly impact 

principals’ administrative effectiveness in secondary schools. The finding of this study 

supports Muraina (2014) who reported that possession and effective utilization of 

managerial skills by the principals will enable the principals to positively influence 

the tone of the school and administratively excel. The study concluded that effective 

supervision of the principals will lead to their effectiveness administratively. The 

study also supports Oleforo and Anugwu (2014) who found that massification of 

students’ intake has no direct relationship on the effectiveness of secondary school 

administration. This implies that an intelligent and experienced principal will 

definitely be able to effectively supervise his school despite the increase in school 

enrolment. This finding differs from others because it clearly revealed that sound 

managerial skill by the principal in school with high student’s enrolment makes the 

principal to be administratively effective. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations were made: 

1. Government and relevant stake holders should make sure that class size norms 

of 40 students per class recommended by Federal Government in its national 

policy on education is strictly adhered to. 



 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF AFRICAN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

(VOL. 18 NO.2) JUNE, 2022 EDITIONS 
 

 
  
 

252 

2. Principals of secondary schools should step up their game of maintenance of 

discipline in highly populated schools.  This will reduce truancy and other vices 

among students. 

3. National assembly should enact a law compelling corporate organizations to 

contribute a certain percentage of their net profit to fund secondary education 

across Nigeria as is done in tertiary education in Nigeria (TETFUND). This will 

provide succumb to funding of secondary education in Nigeria.  

4. Government should make a policy to the effect that all principals of secondary 

schools must have a bachelor’s degree in educational management.  This will 

ensure effective and efficient administration of schools. 

 

Conclusion 

Based on the research findings, it could be inferred that as far as North Eastern States of 

Nigeria is concerned, to a reasonable level, students’ enrolment significantly impact on 

management of secondary schools. In fact, elements and variables like norms of class 

size, maintenance of discipline, management of finance as well as principals’ 

administrative effectiveness directly and  negatively impact on effective management of 

secondary schools in the study area. 
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