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Abstract 

The teaching and learning of a second language is always an herculean 

task because of certain technical and social factors. Normally, language is 

better and easier leant in the social environment where it is spoken. In such 

a case, language is gradually learnt assimilated and flawlessly spoken 

unconsciously and spontaneously, within a period of not more than six 

months or at most one year, the learner might have covered a great deal of 

vocabulary, morphosyntax and grammar making him to acquire the 

required linguistic competence for his day to day communication needed in 

dwelling with members of the linguistic community of the target language 

where he finds him or herself. However, when a second language is being 

learnt in a classroom or in any other form outside the socio-linguistic 

environment where the language is the accepted mean of communication by 

the indigenous speakers the learner finds it difficult due to some logistic, 

technical and social factors as mentioned earlier. In this situation of 

learning indigenous languages as (L2) second language the use of 

instructional materials becomes of paramount importance in order to 

enhance effective teaching and learning of the languages. The paper 

enumerate and discuss the various teaching aids/ instructional materials 

needed in this task. 
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Introduction 

First and foremost, it is necessary to 

know what is the meaning of a second 

indigenous language in a multilingual 

society like Nigeria. Of course, every 

child is born into a socio-linguistic 

society where he/she grows and 

communicates with members of 

his/her family members of his 

community and society at large in a 

language which he does not need to 

learn because he would speak such a 

language unconsciously and 

simultaneously as a mother tongue 

which he/she does not need to be 

taught. 

However, in the language section of 

the National Policy on Education, the 

federal government encourage every 

child to learn one or two more of 

indigenous languages aside of his 

mother tongue or language of the 

environment as second language, the 

child is required to learn a second 

indigenous language for the purpose 

of national unity, cooperation, mutual 

understanding and peaceful 

coexistence. The process of learning a 

second language either indigenous or 

foreign becomes more tasking after 

the critical period that is after puberty 

period has passed when they become 

adolescents or adult the learning of 

second language become difficult than 

that of first language. According to 

research finding, Awake (2000): when 

a child grows in a multilingual 

environment where seven or more 

languages are spoken, he or she would 

understand and speak fluently all the 

languages on equal basis because, 

according to the research language or 

languages are stored in the Brocas area 

of the brain till the age of 14 years 

after which it is closed. Any other 

language(s) learnt after that age is 

rather stored beside the Brocas area, 

thus making it difficult for the child to 

perfectly speak such language(s) like 

those stored in the area. 

Another factor that affect second 

language learning is linguistic 

interference. Before the learner stars 

learning a second language, the 

mother tongue or mother language is 

already deep rooted in his brain in all 

its ramifications. i.e. grammatical 

structures, phonetics, morpho-syntax, 

vocabularies, idiomatic expression. It 

should be noted that the mother 

language of a child/learner does not 
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necessarily mean the language of his/her mother or parents but the first language 

spoken by him right from the tender age particularly between the ages of two to 

fourteen. These factors will definitely affect the acquisition of a second 

language. He or she would have to first acquire the rudiments of the new 

language as stated above including the socio-cultural factors of the 

environments. Unless the learner is oppourtuned to live in a social and linguistic 

environment where the second indigenous language is spoken he may not be 

able to acquire the needed and necessary skills to fluently speak that language. 

Then, that is where comes in the need for instructional materials and even the 

linguistic immersion programme known as Acculturation.  

This situation explains why learners of any second language being foreign or 

indigenous finds it difficult to fully comprehend, assimilate and speak the 

language they spend three or  four years to learn in higher institutions. And, that 

is where comes in the idea and the necessity of instructional materials in the 

teaching and learning of a second indigenous language. 

 

Instructional Material 

Instructional materials are the major instruments of a resourceful teacher, 

among the teaching aids are also devices presenting units of knowledge through 

auditory or visual stimuli or both with a view to helping learning (Sigh, 2007). 

Teaching aids and instructional materials are used simultaneously in this paper 

to denotes the devices used in helping and making a learning experience to 

appear real and effective. Instructional aid referred to teaching apparatus, 

instructional technology. They are important in the teaching and learning of 

language (especially a second language) like Hausa, because they make learning 

more real and permanent. Savory (1985) in Akanmu, O.M. (2005) argued that: 

“Instructional materials help to bring about 

permanent and meaningful experiences, help 

to banish aparthy and help to sustain the 

pupils’ interest through the practical things 

they can see, do and even taste.” 
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Erickson (1980) referred to instructional materials as “anything that performed 

the following roles: 

- helping the teacher to provide meaningful sources of information. 

- Means of extending the horizon of experience 

- Spring board into wide variety of learning activities and 

- Assisting the teacher in overcoming physical difficulties of presenting 

subject matter. 

 

The Various Instructional Materials/Teaching Aids 

There are many types of instructional materials which are broadly grouped into 

three. They are:  

1. Electronics: video cassette, video disc machine, films tape recorder, 

radio, television, slide projectors, opaque projectors and computers. 

2. Print materials such as textbooks, magazines, periodicals, journal, 

newspapers, wall charts, flannel graph, motion pictures and (non-print 

materials e.g. chalkboard. 

3. Phenomenal and manipulative materials and events such as ceremony, 

festivals and feature settings (Esu, 2004). All these and other 

instructional materials are also categorized into: 

a. Audio   

b. Visual materials 

c. Audio-visual aid or materials. 

 

Audio materials are those teaching aids that can be heard or listened to. 

Examples are radio, cassette player, tape recorder telephone, visual aids are 

teaching aids that can be seen without sound. Example, pictures, charts, 

chalkboard and text materials. While audio-visual are those that can be seen and 

heard at the same time. Example video player, television, stage play/drama etc. 

All these instructional materials are very relevant in the teaching of topics in 

language to both first and second language learners. One cannot differenciate 

nor separate the mass media from the teaching aids used in a classroom situation 
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because they are all means of information dissemination. Language is, of 

course, a means of communication, intelligible communication that 

differenciates human beings from animals. Communications are in form of 

speech, mimics, signs, actions, tactile communication, semiotics stylistics etc. 

The various means of this communication i.e. radio, television, video, films are 

called mass media. Cellular telephone, satellite videos, Electronic mail (E-mail) 

are not left behind as mass communication is concerned including whatsapp, 

twitter, Youtube etc. 

However, emphasis will be on Radio and Television and how both can be used 

in enhancing and promoting teaching and learning. 

Radio.  According to James S. Kinder (1959 : P. 95-1) cited by Michael A. 

Ogungbola (2005 P. 144) radio is a wireless system of communication by which 

flashes of sounds created in a studio are transformed in waves by a broadcasting 

station radiated in the air and later on captured in a radio, broadcasting station 

that transforms the waves into sounds, the same sound produced in the studio. 

Radio is a means of communication that can be used in the teaching and learning 

of languages, be it a second indigenous or foreign language because its effect 

covers a larger area than audio-visual means such as television and video. On 

radio, one can learn a whole lesson, listen and hear it in every nook and corner 

of a country even in most remote areas of a continent or even in the whole world. 

Radio is more active, less complex, easy to handle and it costs less. James S. 

Kinder (1959) is of the opinion that radio is a very efficient educational tool that 

learners can make use of at all levels of education. 

Though teaching and learning through video seems to have partially taken over 

the usefulness of the radio, the erratic electrical power supply which does not 

ever cover a whole country puts a limit to the use of video, e.learning in Nigeria. 

Thus, still making radio coverage the commonest and the most effective 

teaching aid. 

While stressing the usefulness of Audio-visuals in the teaching and learning of 

second language, Ohen, C.C. (2003) has highlighted the advantages and 

disadvantages of the radio as follow. According to her, radio is an audio 
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teaching aid. It is a very fast means of getting information across to groups of 

people that may be separated by long and short distances. This is made possible 

because radio waves travel as fast as light. She is of the opinion that lessons 

transmitted from specific stations could be used effectively in a second language 

class to achieve communicative competence. Radio lessons can reach a wider 

audience than a classroom lesson, it save manpower as one teacher can reach 

classes at the same time. It should be added that radio lessons are elaborate and 

more explicite, covering almost every aspects of the lesson because the teacher 

is oblivious of the fact that learners cannot ask questions  That is why radio 

lessons are usually of high quality as efforts are always made to carry along a 

wider audience. Ohen C. concludes by saying that learners could receive such 

radio lesson in the comfort of their homes even when their particular teacher is 

not around and the knowledge gained could be discussed in the class during the 

next lesson with the teacher. 

 

Disadvantages/Limitations of the Radio 

The language teacher should not rely solely on the use of radio for the following 

reasons; 

a) Radio is an audio teaching aid so the learners can not see who is 

teaching them. For most students, seeing the teacher and watching 

his gesticulations enhance comprehension 

b) Since the teacher is not seen, it become impossible for the students to 

ask questions 

c) Most language lessons are practical and involve physical skills and 

techniques which cannot be demonstrated on radio for the 

students/learners to see. Ogunmakin (1992) opined that though radio 

is an aid to the teacher, it is not a substitute for him. Therefore, the 

requirements of the class teacher as regards subject matter and time-

table must be studied so that he not only accepts the radio service, but 

enthusiastically seeks its aid 
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Telephone 

Ofuejegebu (1992) describes telephone as a device which makes it possible for 

individuals to send messages across long distances by means of electronic 

waves. According to him, the telephone is an audio teaching aid which could be 

used by a second language teacher to facilitate learning because of the following 

advantages; 

a) It helps to develop listening and speech skills 

b) The sequence of a telephone conversation could encourage the use of 

expressions, which are associated with telephone conversation in the 

second language. These expression do not only help the learners to 

understand the culture and civilization of the native speakers of the 

language but also help to develop good etiquette and good public 

relations in the way of engaging in conversation among beginners of the 

second language. 

 

Tape Recorder 

The tape recorder is an equipment used for recording and producing sounds. It 

is a versatile audio-teaching aid which the teacher can use for teaching any class 

and any teaching. In the teaching of an indigenous second language, the tape 

recorder can be used to achieve the following goals; 

a) Developing speech skills 

b) Developing listening skills 

c) Teaching phonetics, phonology and oral skills in a language laboratory 

d) Rewind, play and listen again and again if a passage is not clear enough. 

e) Conducting self instruction or auto-didactic lessons especially among 

mature learners. 

f) Recording music, songs, poems, folktales, riddles, and jokes, fables, 

recitations etc. which would be followed by reproduction later. 

 

Computer 

Computer is an electric automatic machine which is purposely designed to 

process, store, recall and retrieve information put in it. Ezeliora (2000) points 
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out that in educational system, the computer is a powerful teaching aid and a 

medium of instruction which has tremendously help to implore 

students/learners’ performance and has also taken care of some of the problems 

confronting teachers. The use of computer in the classroom has become popular 

and can be described as a major educational innovation which came fully into 

Nigeria towards the tail end of the twentieth (20th) century. However in some 

other developed parts of the world, computer made in form of laptops is an able 

companion and helper because using the computer programmed instruction the 

teacher can teach as many students as possible without over working 

himself/herself while the numerous learners/students seat in the comfort of their 

hostels or homes receiving instructions, assignments, tests and research works. 

 

Television 

So far, the afore-mentioned teaching aids i.e. radio, telephone tape recorder and 

computer are audio teaching aids in which the learner can only hear what is 

being said or taught by the teacher. As television is concerned, it is an audio-

visual teaching aid by which the learner and the teacher can hear and see each 

other and even communicate via zoom where questions and answers can be 

provided. According to Ohen C.C. (2003) television has its own values in that 

it is more likely to be an efficient tool of learning if it is planned and organized 

efficiently. In his studies of learning from television, Schramn (1972) cited by 

Cohen C. (2003) confirmed that moving visual images will improve learning if 

the continuity of action is an essential part of the learning task. He also added 

that the use of radio and television has an added advantage of reaching a large 

number of people in scattered locations. 

 

Video 

According to Njoku, J.U.E. (2003 p. 119) video is a multimedia support in the 

classroom  activities as far as language teaching is concerned. 

Its usefulness manifests in three major aspects of the learning process. 

a) the visual 
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b) the audio 

c) the written 

 

They are separate but they complement each other in the teaching pedagogy. 

According to Capelle and Gideon (1999 P. 147) video allows the learners to 

comprehend/understand the messages by the way of visual informations  

immediately accessible and to put in place a plan that has a meaning to the 

language from the known to the unknown. 

The authors are of the opinion that each of the three media has an advantage 

over other two and complement one another. For example, the audio teaches 

pronunciation and intonation, but does not favour Oral. But with the use of the 

video the teacher has all the three integrated in that teaching aid. 

Kinder (1999) defines television as a film of cinema accompanied by sounds, 

the pictures and the sound being visible and auditive simultaneously from a far 

away broadcasting centre and contrary to the radio television is not portable and 

can not be carried here and there like a radio unless it is designed with high tech 

like a mini computer. 

It is pertinent to note that in as much as these are very important audio and audio 

visual teaching aids, there are also visual aids only. Such aids are drawings, 

diagrams as well as educational charts specially designed to teach practical 

objects, animals and human                                     beings too. For example: 

Objects such as: a hoe, a cutlass/machete, a digger, a gun, a tractor, a car, a bus, 

a rail way, an aeroplane etc. which may not be readily available in the video or 

television. 

Animals such as a dog, a cat, a goat, a she-goat, a sheep, a cow, a donkey, a 

camel etc. and birds such as a hen, a cock, a duck, a guinea-fowl, a turkey, a 

pigeon, a dove, etc. why not a bat. A fish, a crab, a crocodile, a lizard, a snake, 

a scorpion etc. would definitely be of interest to second language learners who 

are always very inquisitive and curious. 

As for human beings, drawing and charts showing a boy, a girl, a young lady, 

an old/elderly man, an old/elderly woman; a young man etc. 
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Professionals such as a bricklayer, a carpenter, a tailor, a mechanic, a driver, a 

fruit seller with different types of fruits and vegetables, a police man, a soldier. 

In the other hand, a church, a mosque, a palace, a market place, a poultry etc. 

may be attractive and may draw the interest and attention of a second language 

learner. All these afore-mentioned may not be ready made available in the 

television, in the video, they cannot as well be seen practically on the radio nor 

in the telephone, though they may be described to the learners by their teachers 

but it is said in Hausa language that Ganni Ya Fi ji- Seeing is better than hearing 

or describing/seeing is believing. Pictures play the same role as drawing, 

diagrams and charts. All these are practical teaching aids. The use of these tools 

is less time saving, less energy consuming and the learners understand and 

assimilate better. 

Citing Adigun (1997/98) Edith C. Ozumba and Timothy John (2003 p. 162) 

summarise the use of teaching aids as following; 

1) To reinforce verbal and visual images 

2) To focus attention 

3) To motivate interest 

4) To provide source of information  

5) To save teacher’s preparation time 

6) To provide experiences that are not otherwise available 

 

They also classified chalkboard, tempo white board, News papers, magazines, 

journals, films, projectors, books as visual and audio-visual aids. 

It is now the duty of the teacher to use his/her professional competence, skills, 

and innovation to prepare his lesson and make proper use of each of the 

teaching/ instructional materials suitable for each lesson or topic and his 

students. Because teaching aid are needed for all topics in language for better 

and permanent understanding. 

 

Recommendations 

There could be no meaningful learning without qualitative teaching and 

learning aids. Hence the provision of teaching and learning equipment for 
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educational and instructional delivery must be taken into consideration, 

particularly in the teaching and learning of language that is not the mother 

tongue or language of the immediate environment like those indigenous 

languages being studied as second language by their non-native speakers. In 

view of this, the following recommendations were put forward: 

- Government should take a bold step in providing the necessary 

instructional materials suitable for the teaching and learning of 

indigenous languages as (L2). 

- Providing the necessary instructional materials suitable for the teaching 

and learning of indigenous languages as (L2) second language in ours 

schools/colleges. 

- Language teachers especially the second language teacher should 

endeavour to use instructional materials during class session. This will 

facilitate better understanding of the lesson. For each course/lesson, a 

suitable teaching aid should be used. 

- Government should revisit the indigenous language policy and ensure 

that these languages are taught offered in all schools and colleges in 

Nigeria. 

 

 

Conclusion 

This paper has attempted to highlight the various instructional materials for 

teaching and learning of indigenous languages. It has observed that all the 

teaching aids enumerated such as radio, television, tape recorder, multimedia, 

events are vey relevant and suitable for effective teaching and learning of 

language. There use would enhance better understanding of the language. 
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