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Abstract 
Role of social media on student’s academic /co-curricular achievement at 

school level was carried out using descriptive qualitative survey method. 

The obtained data was analyzed using thematic content analysis. The 

positive roles of social media on students at school are found. the 

respondents highlighted some benefits of social media on students as 

follows: it allows teachers to demonstrate to students (16.6%), it used for 

learning using online books, and other materials(16.6%),It allows 

collaboration among students from various places, areas(16.6%), It allows 

students to express themselves (11.1%), Teachers create groups for extra 

lesson(11.1%),, Provide easy ways of giving(11.1%),, submission, and 

collection of assignments(11.1%), Learn how to read and write from 

others(11.1%). The least response was ‘Enhances vocabulary development 

(5.6%). This finding has rejected the hypothesis “There are no positive 

roles/ advantages of social media on academic /co-corricular achievement 

at school level”. The disadvantages/ negative roles of social media on 

students are related by the respondents. Therein, the major theme 

mentioned was Copy bad (sexual)/ other attitudes from others (33.3%), then 

the following themes: Can make students lazy or abhorrent to books 

(22.2%), May promote plagiarism(22.2%), Time consumption(22.2%), and 

make student Spend more time on social media than reading books(22.2%). 

This finding has rejected the hypotheis “There are no negative/ 
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disadvantages of social media on academic /co-curricular achievement at 

school level”. The suggestions on reducing negative roles of social media 

on students at school were submitted. Therein, the major theme submitted 

was Proper/ careful monitoring of their use of phones/ social media 

(40.0%). The other submission are: Parents should teach them on how to 

properly use phones (20.0%), Teachers  should coach on how to use social 

media(20.0%),and Screening of on accessing risky sites to students. This 

finding has rejected the hypothesis “There are no the negative/ 

disadvantages of social media on academic /co-curricular achievement at 

school level”. Conclusively, there are positive and negative roles of social 

media on students academic achievement at school. 

 

Keywords: Social media, school, extracurricular activities, curriculum, 

academic achievement 

 
 

 

Introduction 
For several decades in the past, 

students took tablets of wood dubbed 

as slate, and chalk to school for 

learning activities. Years later, 

students took with them books. 

Presently, with the wide reach of the 

internet coupled with the speed of 

change accompanying the emergence 

of social media, technology has 

reached our academic institutions 

giving room to the students of ages 8 

to18 years old now go to school with 

smartphones and electronic tablets 

(Moshi, 2018; Ngelale, 2019). This 

turned the world, into a giant 

hologram consisting of component 

parts known as nations that are now 

linked together by social media 

through another holographic system 

called the internet. The 

interconnectedness between nations 

has bridged the education and 

communication gap that existed prior 

to the emergence of social media to 

the extent that whatever is defined as 

academic knowledge in one part of the 

universe is holographically linked and 

relayed as identical images and 

information across the entire universe 

through social media within seconds 

(Moshi, 2018), and students benefits 

from this information irrespective of 

where they are in the hologram using 

their smartphones in the shortest time 

possible. This interconnectedness has 

spurred social media devices to be 
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very popular among school students across the globe, which they use in a variety 

of ways and for various purposes. Students attach great value to social media 

technologies and are very conversant with the use of mobile computing devices, 

so have integrated them into their daily activities (Brown & Marin, 2009; 

Moshi, 2018). Certainly, when students and the social media meet, the result is 

an unending experience that makes them inseparable. Thus, students are 

attached to their smartphones to the extent that it seems they can no longer 

function efficiently without it. They wander everywhere carrying their phones, 

including to the classroom and do almost everything from emailing, Skype, 

tweeting, taking pictures, watching videos and listening to music on YouTube 

(Donneratein, 2010; Moshi, 2018).  

Social media has enormous role to play on students academics due to its scale 

of acceptance, accessibility and minimal cost. It promises a great deal of 

academic benefit as it does the thinking and correction for students. It is the 

opening to a new and richer culture, one that has instant global reach and 

enormous flexibility”. Students are constantly on social media. Thus, the 

implications for students are profound as it is gradually remodelling what they 

learn, how they learn and when they choose to learn. Students see the social 

media an opportunity to be independent as well as to explore their world and to 

know more as it provides access to just about everything imaginable and 

unimaginable. Whereas some students may not use social media for educational 

purposes, some perceive social media as a revolutionary platform, poised to 

redefine academic practices(Moshi, 2018; Boahene etal., 2019). It is also 

believed that these technologies are capable of making knowledge available to 

all, and of bringing all to knowledge through specialised connective nodes. The 

potential of these tools to enhance academic performance is enormous, and 

Nigerian students are yet to be aware of such affordance (Junco, 2012; Moshi, 

2018). Social media content with ubiquitous communication capabilities create 

an opportunity for students to engage meaningfully in their academic functions 

(Moshi, 2018). This study was carried out to investigates “ROLE OF SOCIAL 

MEDIA STUDENTS ACADEMIC /CO-CURRICULAR 

ACHIEVEMENT AT SCHOOL LEVEL”. Specifically the objectives are: 

1. To determine the positive roles/ advantages of social media on academic 

/co-corricular achievement at school level 

2. To determine the negative/ disadvantages of social media on academic 

/co-co-co-curricular achievement at school level 

To determine the possible solutions to reduce the negative effects of 

social media on academic /co-curricular achievement at school level 
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The hypotheses of the study are: 

1. There are no positive roles/ advantages of social media on academic /co-

curricular achievement at school level 

2. There are no the negative/ disadvantages of social media on academic 

/co-curricular achievement at school level 

3. There are no possible solutions to reduce the negative effects of social 

media on academic /co-curricular achievement at school level 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Population of the study 

All people serving as teachers or students at schools in Gwadabawa, Sokoto, 

Nigeria, are population of the study. 

 

Sample and sampling technique 

The sample is a representative of the entire population which will be used in the 

study. The sample for this study was drawn using convenience sampling 

technique. It consisted of students and key informant teachers. In qualitative 

studies the focus is on the quality of the information obtained from the 

participants rather than the size of the sample(Nasiru, 2015).Thus, the sample 

size was 180 respondents. 

 

Research instrumentation 

The instrument for this research was a semi-structured questionnaire developed 

via follow up of past related studies. The questionnaire was administered 

through facebook interview, wasap interview, telephone interview, and physical 

interview. 

 

Validity and reliability 

The interview guide was reviewed by the study supervisors who have 

experience in qualitative research. The researcher adopts a flexible approach to 

the analysis of data. 

 

Data collection 

An exploratory descriptive qualitative design was used for this study. Also, a 

qualitative approach allows the researcher to use a naturalistic method to gain 

in-depth understanding on perceptions of the youth on substance abuse. 

Accordingly, this study employed qualitative techniques in both the collection 

and analysis of the data. In qualitative studies the focus is on the quality of the 

information obtained from the participants rather than the size of the sample. 

Semi-structured interview guide using an audio recorder and field notes were 

utilized to collect the data. An in-depth interview was conducted with each 
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participant, using open ended interview questions and following a topical 

semistructured interview guide. The interview guide was developed based on 

the study objectives and the literature reviewed, with the goal of keeping the 

interview both comprehensive and focused. The interview guide was divided 

into two A and section B. Section A comprised of the demographic data of the 

participants and section B comprised of semi-structured questions which guided 

the research. The study adopts a flexible approach to the analysis of data, one 

that is inductive in nature and in keeping with the naturalist approach. In this 

study, data was analyzed using a content analysis. This technique is inductive 

as the categories and themes will emerge out of the data rather than being 

imposed prior to the collection and analysis of the data. This method was 

appropriate for the study because it helped to discover the meaning of specific 

groups of data and ideas within the context of all the data. Also, content analysis 

of the individual participant‟s in-depth interview was used to achieve all the 

objectives of the study. In this study, data was analyzed to identify the main 

themes and sub-themes within the narratives given by the participants. The 

analysis began once the first interview was conducted and continued throughout 

the data gathering process. Following the completion of each interview, the 

researcher would then transcribe the tape recordings. Each written transcript 

was read several times, while listening to the corresponding audio tape to ensure 

the accuracy of the transcribed tape. This helped for better and overall 

understanding. Important phrases, sentences or paragraphs were highlighted 

and assigned a label or code; this process was repeated until all the data was 

coded. The coded passages were then compared and codes that had common 

elements were grouped to form major themes and sub-themes. These themes 

and their supporting passages were continuously revised during the process of 

going through the transcripts. Every data was scrutinized to ascertain its 

suitability within the assigned theme (Nasiru, 2015). 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Mean formula 

The mean formula used in computing descriptive statistics is: Mean= Fx/f 

Where, fx= summation of x 

F= total frequency 

 

Table 1: Positive roles of social media on student’s academic achievement 

Positive role/ advantage to student Frequency: 

n=180  

Percentage 

It allows teachers to demonstrate to 

students 

30 16.7 

It allows students to express themselves 20 11.1 
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It used for learning using online books, 

and other materials 

30 16.7 

It allows collaboration among students 

from various places, areas 

30 16.7 

Learn how to read and write from others 20 11.1 

Enhances vocabulary development 10 5.6 

Teachers create groups for extra lesson 20 11.1 

Provide easy ways of giving, submission, 

and collection of assignments  

20 11.1 

 

Table 1 show the positive roles of social media on students at school. The 

respondents highlighted some benefits of social media on students as follows: 

It allows teachers to demonstrate to students (16.6%), It used for learning using 

online books, and other materials(16.6%),It allows collaboration among 

students from various places, areas(16.6%), It allows students to express 

themselves (11.1%), Teachers create groups for extra lesson(11.1%),, Provide 

easy ways of giving(11.1%),, submission, and collection of 

assignments(11.1%), Learn how to read and write from others(11.1%). The 

least response was ‘Enhances vocabulary development (5.6%). This finding has 

rejected the hypothesis “There are no positive roles/ advantages of social media 

on academic /co-corricular achievement at school level”.  

The usage value of social media in an educational setting is crucial. Social 

media enhance the knowledgeability and collaborations among individuals in a 

supporting sense of educational learning which potentially builds an e-

educational system that effectively creates easiness for the students for extra 

curriculum activities. Parable, Facebook can enable a student to conquer the sort 

of seclusion, which experience during college/university dormitory residents. 

Social media is also establishing positive and meaningful existence in academia. 

It’s come up with new learning and benefits, plays a pivotal role in academic 

achievement with positive usage in the promotion of educational activities. 

Notwithstanding the advantages USNs are identified in improving digital skills. 

The youngsers get help from scholars; improve their expertise and lessons with 

the help of social media which is vital for advanced education. It is possible to 

improve the efficient learning process as the main purpose of the online 

conversation is “to create an online learning environment that will achieve high 

levels of teaching (Khan et al., 2021). Furthermore, social media is recognized 

as a place of creativity, distribution, and investigation in the hands of web 

clients has been perceived as having an imperative function in democratizing 

creativity. Usage of these devices encourages the students in advanced 

education and promotes creativity in numerous other related capacities: 

computerized proficiency, autonomous learning, coordinated effort, and 
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relational abilities, and critical thinking. Digital media literacy continues its rise 

in importance as a key skill in every discipline and profession”, but 

“Institutional barriers present formidable challenges to moving forward 

constructively with emerging technologies”. In novel learning, creativity is the 

aspiration for higher education students, and on competition of study, it's 

capable to fulfill their professional, business, and industrial-related 

requirements . Knowledge Sharing is another benefit reported. Eid and Junco 

etal (2021) advocated that knowledge sharing (KS) intensifies the exchange 

expertise of individuals and access to high-tech communications platforms (e.g. 

social media) facilitates KS. Social media ways are very appropriate for social 

interaction, data sharing, and exchanging individual experiences. Chu (2020) 

suggested that Facebook, and other online forums; all successfully promote and 

uphold the imperative educational outcomes.   

Another positive role of social media is Collaboration and Interaction. In the 

advanced world, social media significantly reshape the ways of social 

interaction and collaboration to get preferable learning results (Ray & Jat, 

2010).Social media (SM) reflects and associates with the real-life network 

instead of being an online-just network. Secondary-school classmates remain 

companions at the college/university level. Therefore, their associations with 

each other carry on at the societal and organizational level that enhances 

collaboration and interaction among them and also with faculty. They become 

aware of each other daily social activities through social media (Khan et al., 

2021). Students and faculty know the importance of social media and they often 

interact with each other through web-portals. Collaboration and Interaction 

through SM has a positive effect on student’s academic achievement (Khan et 

al., 2021). 

 

Table 2: Disadvantages of social media on students 

 Frequency=18 Percentage 

Time consumption 40 22.2 

Spend more time on social media than 

reading books 

40 22.2 

Copy bad (sexual)/ other attitudes from 

others  

60 33.3 

Can make students lazy or abhorrent to 

books 

20 22.2 

May promote plagiarism 20 22.2 

 

The results showing the disadvantages/ negative roles of social media on 

students are shown on table 2. Therein, the major theme mentioned was Copy 

bad (sexual)/ other attitudes from others (33.3%), then the following themes: 
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Can make students lazy or abhorrent to books (22.2%), May promote 

plagiarism(22.2%), Time consumption(22.2%), and make student Spend more 

time on social media than reading books(22.2%). This finding has rejected the 

hypotheis “There are no the negative/ disadvantages of social media on 

academic /co-corricular achievement at school level”. 

 

 

Table 3: How to reduce risks of social media 

 Frequency: n= 

150 

Percentage 

Parents should teach them on how to 

properly use phones 

30 20.0 

Proper/ careful monitoring of their use of 

phones/ social media  

60 40.0 

Screening of on accessing risky sites to 

students 

30 20.0 

Teachers  should couch on how to use 

social media 

30 20.0 

 

Table 3 shows the suggestions on reducing negative roles of social media on 

students at school. Therein, the major theme submitted was Proper/ careful 

monitoring of their use of phones/ social media (40.0%). The other submission 

are: Parents should teach them on how to properly use phones (20.0%), 

Teachers  should couch on how to use social media(20.0%),and Screening of 

on accessing risky sites to students. This finding has rejected the hypothesis 

“There are no the negative/ disadvantages of social media on academic /co-

corricular achievement at school level”. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The positive roles of social media on students at are found Positive roles 

are: It allows teachers to demonstrate to students, It used for learning using 

online books, and other materials,It allows collaboration among students from 

various places, areas, It allows students to express themselves, Teachers create 

groups for extra lesson, Provide easy ways of giving, submission, and collection 

of assignments, Learn how to read and write from others. The least response 

was ‘Enhances vocabulary development. This finding has rejected the 

hypothesis  

The disadvantages/ negative roles of social media on students are related 

by the respondents. Therein, the major theme mentioned was Copy bad 

(sexual)/ other attitudes from others, then the following themes: Can make 

students lazy or abhorrent to books , May promote plagiarism, Time 
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consumption, and make student Spend more time on social media than reading 

books.  

The suggestions on reducing negative roles of social media on students at 

school were submitted. Therein, the major theme submitted was Proper/ 

careful monitoring of their use of phones/ social media. The other submission 

are: Parents should teach them on how to properly use phones, Teachers  should 

couch on how to use social media,and Screening of on accessing risky sites to 

students.  
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