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Abstract 
The study, “Advocacy Communication and Environmental 

Preservation: An Appraisal of the activities of Charcoal and Timber 

merchants in Logo and Kwande Local Government Areas of Benue State 

assessed the impact of advocacy journalism can be effective 

environmental preservation in the two Local Governments Areas under 

study. The work is anchored on the Coalition Theory and Development-

Change Model while survey design is adopted to obtain the relevant 

information for the study. Utilizing questionnaire and focused group 

discussion, 272 questionnaires were administered and 252 collected, 

while 6 focused group discussion sessions were held across different 

locations in the study areas. Statistics gathered from the respondents 

under the study areas   shows that 100 % of the respondent indicates 

that if consistent advocacy journalism/communication is sustained and 

properly monitored and utilized can be useful in discouraging 
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disforestation activities in the study areas. The study therefore. 

recommends amongst others, that advocacy journalism be constantly 

sustained and utilized as one of the measures of tackling deforestation 

which is rapidly threatening the existence of natural resources in the 

two study areas. 

 

Key words: Advocacy Communication, Forestry.  Preservation, Charcoal 

and Timber Merchants 

 
 

 

Introduction 
Environment is fundamental for all 

living things. This is because of every 

resource necessary for them is 

interrelated to the environment. 

Unless the environment is protected, 

the existence of life on the planet 

Earth would eventually be impossible. 

That is why environmental issues have 

become so sensitive and globally 

important. According to Chapman, 

Miles, and Trivedi (2019).  all people 

need to have a common understanding 

of the role played by human beings in 

reducing or worsens environmental 

deterioration. 

Indeed, this is where the role of the 

mass media plays a significant role in 

realizing the above.  According to 

Nordfors, (2004), over 2600 global 

media channels operate with the 

support of about 3000 satellites, 

reaching nearly 1.5 billion people 

across the globe. It can be argued that 

the majority of global citizens learn 

about environmental issues, beyond 

their immediate surroundings, through 

the global media. 

Having established the fact that the 

media in whatever for plays a key role 

in promoting the protection of the 

environment, the study focuses 

specifically on advocacy journalism 

or communication as a tool for 

environmental protection in Benue 

State with specific emphasis to 

Charcoal and timber merchants in 

Logo and the later Kwande Local 

Government Areas respectively. In 

line with the above the study focuses 

on advocacy journalism as one of the 

tools in discouraging the activities of 

charcoal and timber merchants in the 

two study areas. 

Advocacy journalism is a deliberate 

process, based on demonstrated 

evidence, to directly and indirectly 

influence decision makers, 

stakeholders and relevant audiences to 
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support and implement actions that contribute to the fulfillment of the 

promotion of environmental preservation. (Jose, 2009). 

In Nigeria and Benue State in particular,  there have  been constant attempts to 

pass information to members of the public on the preservation of forestry 

resources especially in two study areas through the activities of charcoal and 

timber merchants   has become a top priority to nations across the globe as it is 

not only crucial to the wellbeing of humanity, but it provides foundation for life 

on earth, through ecological functions, by regulating the climate and water 

resources and by serving as habitats for plants and animals. In Nigeria, most 

communities are found within or beside forest ecosystems, depending on those 

ecosystems for survival. Their forest exploitation today however, is considered 

as a threat to conservation efforts. 

The effects however, are more terrifying, as Berman, Dave (2004) confirm this 

by emphasizing the dangers of deforestation and bush burning. They opine that; 

“deforestation is like bleach and water, it dominates and completely rids the 

earth of her former glories, thus causing soil depletion and degradation which 

then lead to uncontrolled soil erosions, drastic climatic changes, killing of soil 

organisms that contribute to 95% of the soil’s fertility, and subsequent 

desertification”. 

Indeed, The  Federal Agricultural Organisation  FAO in  its  reports (2006) 

states that,  Nigeria was adjudged to have the highest rate of deforestation of 

primary forests having lost 55.7% of her natural forests between 2000 and 2005 

(FAO, 2006). The FAO in the report further revealed that, poor tropical 

countries have the highest rate of deforestation than the rich or developed 

countries.  As a result, as many as 58 (10.4%) of the tree species are listed as 

endangered. This biodiversity loss occurs in spite of the establishment of forest 

reserves, protected areas and associated conservation and environment laws. 

This indicates partial or total failure of these legal and institutional frameworks 

for natural conservation in Nigeria.  

According to the United Nations organization (2018) developing countries in 

including Nigeria (UNO) have   over 70% of the populations in Sub- Saharan 

Africa (SSA) live in rural areas where most households depend on forestry 

resources including indiscriminate cutting down of trees as a way of survival. 

While agricultural activities meet most of their subsistence needs, 

forest products which are timber and non-timber forest products 

(NTFPs) provide a substantial part of the disposable income for 
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at least 20 % of rural families in the study areas. These acts are 

some of the major causes of deforestation which the study focuses 

on.  The effects of these acts is captured by Jarvis, Lane, & 

Hijmans, (2008) as they observed that: Indiscriminate bush 

burning, unnecessary cutting down of trees for commercial 

activities, lack of adherence to the laws protecting deforestation, 

as well as lack of government will to enforce deforestation laws in 

many parts of the world affect forestry preservation.  

 

 In Nigeria and indeed Benue State, there are laws and policies formulated by 

State government to protect forestry resources and environment in general these 

laws are replicated in all the 23 Local Government Areas of Benue State. 

According to FORMECU (1996) Nigeria in general and Benue State in 

particular ave some laws protecting and preserving forest resources (State the 

Benue State  laws) and indeed the study areas  constitutes major  obstacles in  

towards  preservation  of  forestay resources and indeed  environmental 

preservation. 

 

TABLE LAND USE AND VEGETATION TYPES IN NIGERIA AS AT 1995. 

  Mangrove Forest 9,977 1.1 

Agriculture / Denuded 9,206 1.0 

Continuous Grassland 7,989 0.9 

Natural Water 7,851 0.9 

Montane Forest 6,759 0.7 

Urban (major + minor) 5,444 0.6 

Riparian Forest 5,254 0.6 

Sand Dunes 4,829 0.5 

Montane Grassland  3,112 0.3 

Reservoir 2,888 0.3 

Rock Outcrop 2,632 0.3 

Tree Crop Plantation 1,641 0.2 

Forest Plantation 1,573 0.2 

Teak Plantation 1,156 0.1 

Irrigation Project 988 0.1 

Grass Marsh 871 0.1 
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Salt Marsh / Tidal flat 545 0.1 

Agricultural Project 485 0.1 

Alluvial 269 0.0 

Livestock Project 139 0.0 

Mining 62 0.0 

Canal 29 0.0 

Source:  FORMECU (1996) 

 

In line with the above, the researchers suggests advocacy journalism as a 

communication tool that could be used to educate charcoal and timber 

merchants and other practices that causes deforestation and environmental 

preservation. The aim is to educate the stakeholders through advocacy 

communication through persuasion to ensure they obey and adhere to 

environmental laws in Benue State, not excluding the study areas under the 

study.  

 

Statement of the Problem 

Environmental preservation and protection remains a salient topic that enjoys 

both national and international interest as noted by Jose, S. (2009). That it is 

crucial to the wellbeing of humanity and it provides foundation for life on earth 

through ecological functions, by regulating the climate and water resources 

which serves as habitats for plants and animals. In Benue state, there is a 

Forestry Department under the Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

(MANR) saddled with the responsible of enforcing laws against environmental 

degradation. The researcher therefore, observes from different studies how 

advocacy communication as a strategy have influence behavioral and attitudinal 

change   Sandred, J. A (2004)  

The study therefore investigates the type of communication strategy been used 

by responsible agencies in tackling deforestation and environmental protection 

in Benue State in general, and the areas understudy. 

Consequently, these posers will be raised thus: what type of communication 

strategy is being used by responsible authorities to discourage deforestation? 

are personnel involved well trained in different types of communication with 

respect to community engagement? Are they indeed reaching out to key 

stakeholder in the various communities’ understudy to explain the dangers of 

destroying the forestry resources and the entire environment? Do the 
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responsible agencies evaluate to ascertain the result of the communication 

strategies used to discourage deforestation? Are the government agencies 

responsible for environmental protection and preservation ever adopts advocacy 

communication? These are the posers that triggers the researchers to suggest 

advocacy communication in other to ascertain its efficacy or not.  

Furthermore, the study seeks to ascertain if advocacy journalism could 

influence behavioral change among the rural dwellers especially the charcoal 

and timber merchants in Logo and Kwande Local Government Areas 

respectively  

 

Review of Related Literature / Empirical Studies  

Literature reviewed as indicated by many scholars shows that advocacy 

communication could influence behavioral change if effectively executed. 

Hybels and Weaver (1992) opined that, prior to deciding on an advocacy 

strategy, it is useful to analyse the strength between policy makers and those 

who are affected by their decisions. 

Elaborating further, Berman, Dave (2004)states that, advocacy involves 

delivering evidence-based recommendations from decision makers, 

stakeholders and those who are affected. Similarly, Niles, R. (2011),  states that, 

planning is another vital process and is indispensable to advocacy 

communication for the following reasons: Planning helps put resources (time, 

funds, and skills) to their most effective use. Also, Planning helps to minimize 

risks and maximize opportunities for advocacy. 

Further study by Gates (2015) on advocacy campaign to ensure that child 

survival is given high priority in national strategies, plans manifestos for 2015 

and beyond; political and public commitment by stakeholders to ending 

preventable child and maternal deaths. the Gates Advocacy Project was 

immensely successful in Gombe, Jigawa, Katsina and Zamfara States.  

 

Theoretical Framework 

The researchers anchor the study on Coalition theory. The theory was developed 

by Paul Sabatier and Hank Jenkins-Smith and commonly known as the 

Advocacy Coalition Framework (1988). They proposed that, individuals have 

core beliefs about policy areas, including a problem’s seriousness, its causes, 

society’s ability to solve the problem, and promising solutions for addressing it. 

Advocates who use this theory believe that policy change happens through 
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coordinated activity among individuals and organizations outside of 

government with the same core policy beliefs. Coalitions can identify and reach 

out to diverse groups with similar core policy beliefs (e.g., unlikely allies), and 

typically will explore and pursue multiple avenues for change (e.g., engaging 

in legal advocacy and working on changing public opinion), often 

simultaneously, to find a route that will bear fruit. 

Using the coalition theory to explain how advocacy communication can be an 

excellent tool for environmental preservation, it is worthy to note that the 

coalition theory holds the following assumptions: 

1. Coalitions are held together by agreement over core beliefs about policies. 

Secondary beliefs about how policies are executed are less critical to 

alignment (e.g., administrative rules, budgetary allocations, statutory 

revision). 

2. Diverse groups can operate effectively and efficiently due to shared core 

beliefs; in other words, little time is needed to reach shared understanding. 

3. Core beliefs are resistant to change, unless major external events, such as 

changes in socio-economic conditions or public opinion, are skillfully 

exploited by proponents of change; or new learning about a policy surfaces 

across coalitions that changes views about it. 

4. Policies are unlikely to change unless the group supporting the status quo is 

no longer in power; or change is imposed by a hierarchically superior 

jurisdiction. 

It is also worthy of note that in its distinct application to advocacy, the theory 

proposes that; 

1.  Coalitions can identify and reach out to diverse groups with similar core 

policy beliefs (e.g., unlikely allies). 

2. Coalitions typically will explore and pursue multiple avenues for change 

(e.g., engaging in legal advocacy and working on changing public 

opinion), often simultaneously, to find a route that will bear fruit. 

 

Promising strategies to achieve the above include: 

i. Influencing like-minded decision makers to make policy changes; 

ii. Changing incumbents in various positions of power; 

iii. Affecting public opinion via mass media; 

iv. Altering decision maker behavior through demonstrations or boycotts; 

or 
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v. Changing perceptions about policies through research and information      

exchange 

 

Methodology 

This study employed survey methodology, utilizing the questionnaire. The 

researcher successfully distributed 272questionnaires in Ayilamo, Ugba and 

Anyiin in Logo Local Government Area, while  Mbaav, Nanev and Mkomon in  

Kwande Local Government Areas respectively.  However, only 252 

questionnaires were retrieved.  including focus group discussion with some 

selected stakeholders in the two study areas as presented thus: 

  

Data Analysis  

Data collected was analyzed using the tables thus: 

Have you noticed the deforestation activities of Charcoal and Timber Merchants 

in your area? 

 

Table 1 

Respondent Frequency Percentage 

(%) 

Yes 

No 

I have no idea 

252 

 0 

 0 

      100.0 

       00.0 

       00.0 

Total  252       100.0 

 

Table 2  

Are you affected by the deforestation activities of   Charcoal and Timber   

merchants in your area? 

Respondent Frequency Percentage 

(%) 

Yes 

No 

I have no idea 

145 

 107 

45 

57.1 

42.9 

67.0 

Total  252       100.0 
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Table 3 

 Effects of Charcoal Merchant Activities that Are Most Visible 

Respondent Frequency Percentage 

(%) 

Erosion           50      19.3 

Soil infertility           49      16.2 

Desertification           60      23.8 

Climate change           23      11.7 

All of the above           65      29.2 

None of the above             0      0.0 

Total         252      100.0 

 

This section assesses participant’s responses   on the topic under study. 

Are you aware of the activities of charcoal and timber merchants in Logo and 

Kwande Local Government Areas? 

Participants in the focused group discussion responded admit that they are all 

aware of the activities of charcoal merchants in the area.  

Responding to the question of the categories of people that engage in charcoal 

trade in the study area? Participants agreed that; “different people engage in 

charcoal and timber merchants trade in the area including farmers and youths”. 

They further said that these youths and farmers derive their charcoal from the 

forests in the area and process them or import from other nearby places such as 

Buruku and Ukum, and in turn resale at wholesale rates to buyers from Gboko 

and Makurdi, and other parts of Nigeria. 

Another resident, Victor Bede added to the above that because trees are 

constantly cut down for charcoal trade and even farming, the local Government 

Area is experiencing a lot of gully and run-off erosion and desertification as 

trees, especially deep rooted ones are no longer in place to prevent erosion, 

provide shelter, re-direct wind pressures, provide soil fertility through decayed 

leaves, and provide clean oxygenated air for respiration. 

Has there been previous awareness creations on the effects of charcoal merchant 

activities in Logo Local Government Area? 

Participants collectively agreed that there has been previous awareness created 

on the effects of charcoal merchant activities in Logo Local Government. 

However, one participant, Evelyn Bogyongu shared particular views and said 

there has been awareness creation on the effects of charcoal merchant activities 
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through different programmes on radio and television. She also said that 

community education programmes and inter-personal forms of communication 

was adopted for the awareness creation where different groups of people went 

about mobilizing ruralites into groups to educate about the negative effects of 

deforestation, especially the activities of charcoal merchants, as well as the need 

for sustained advocacy journalism for effective environmental preservation. 

Sustainability and consistency is the focal premise for effective advocacy for 

environmental preservation, (Niles 2011, p122), and advocacy is the deliberate 

process, based on demonstrated evidence, to directly and indirectly influence 

decision makers, stakeholders and relevant audiences to support and implement 

actions that contribute to the fulfillment of the promotion of environmental 

preservation, Hues (1981). Elaborating on this, Hues stated that advocacy 

involves delivering evidence-based recommendations decision makers, 

stakeholders and/or those who influence polices. 

Precautions for effective environmental preservation advocacy 

According to Atkinson (1999:) states that, having a strategy and developing 

creative advocacy communications can help you to actively promote your issues 

and set the agenda rather than simply reacting to the external environment. In 

order to develop your strategy Atkinson states that the following questions will 

need to be answered; Why do you want to communicate? 

Who do you need to communicate with (audiences)? What do you want to say 

to them (audiences)? Which types of communication vehicles are most 

appropriate for your communication? 

What do you expect to achieve as a result after the communication? 

What resources do you have and/or need for your communication efforts? 

Who will do what, and when? 

Viii     How will your work be monitored and evaluated? 

Furthermore, Fontes (2010) posits that, developing a good advocacy 

communications strategy will help in the proper planning and management of 

all activities and efforts engineered towards promoting environmental 

preservation.  

The advocacy strategy must be properly identified and utilized to ensure that 

the target people who have the power to make the changes you want to see are 

equally identified and reached, Hues (1981). These strategies, according to 

Treno (1998), include lobbying and mass media campaigns, national meetings, 

advertisements, social marketing, information, education and communication 
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(IEC), community organizing, seminars/workshops, informal school education 

programmes, publishing materials, or many other tactics.  Your strategy will 

create a shared understanding of what you are trying to achieve and provide a 

foundation for consistent communications across all units or metropolis at 

which the advocacy communication effort is targeted, Fontes (2010). 

Basically, advocacy strategies will involve a firm evaluation and proper 

education on issues concerning environmental preservation such as 

deforestation, environmental degradation and the harmful effects it poses on 

both man and soil, conservation laws and reasons why such laws must be strictly 

adhered to, as well as a provision of alternative routes for utilizing forests such 

as afforestation methods and/or the “cut one plant one” mechanism, Fredrick et 

al (1998). 

 

Conclusion 

The environment and its relation to development present enormous challenge to 

the society which has made it an important aspect to the government and private 

organizations. Advocacy Journalism as a communication activity that 

engenders support, partnership and influences key decision makers in issues that 

affect the society is to be used to tackle environmental challenges.  

The impact of advocacy journalism on environmental preservation by 

development agencies did yield results. It finally concluded that the 

environment is a development issue, and thus needs to be tackled using 

advocacy communication strategies.  

 

Recommendations   

Will frequent Advocacy journalism change the attitude of the residents towards 

the deforestation activities caused by charcoal and timber merchants in the study 

areas?    

i. Governmental and non-governmental organizations should train more 

hands to constantly monitor the environmental activities in Logo Local 

and Kwande Local Government Areas respectively to enforce 

compliance accordingly. 

ii. Government and local leadership should collaborate to enforce 

environment laws with strict penalties to ensure strict adherence to 

environmental preservation practices. 

iii. The Akav-kyon delegated for monitoring deforestation activities in Logo 

Local Government and Forestry reserved officials in Kwande Local 
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Government Areas should put in more efforts and adopt new strategies 

to ensure strict compliance to environmental laws enacted by the Benue 

State Government and indeed the Federal Republic of Nigeria towards 

environmental and forests preservation.  
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