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Abstract 
To a large majority of nations, democracy has been a nascent practice and 

this is why it is still been experimented at different levels to bring out the 

most stable form of it. Even in nations that has several years of democratic 

practice, it has been difficult to maintain stability. In a constant bid to attain 

minimum threshold, nations have had to learn from each other how specific 

aspects of democratic practices are perfected. It is against this backdrop 

that this paper was carried out to compare the level of female political 

participation in Nigeria and the United States with a bid to know how both 

nations have fared so far on this front. The study looked out how Level of 

education, party structure, women global quota as prescribed by the Beijing 

convention, political violence, female economic empowerment and socio-

cultural issues have impacted women involvement in politics in both 

nations. The study drew upon data from secondary sources and analysed 

same using the independent sample T-test to compare the means of two 

independent groups in other to determine whether there is a statistical 

evidence that the associated population means are significantly different. 

The independent sample T-test is a parametric test, hence the data used for 

the analysis satisfied normality. The study found that Both Nigeria and the 

USA have not at any time met the 35% affirmation in the congresses of both 

nations, it was also revealed that there still exists some level of political 

violence which tends to deter female participation in both nations. 
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Furthermore, the study found out that high level of education does not 

necessarily translate into corresponding political participation. While 

socio-cultural issues hamper female participation in Nigeria, it does very 

little to deter female political participation in the USA. Party structure 

mostly headed by men tends to systematically discriminate against female 

in both nations just as poor female economic empowerment affects the 

ability of women to do politics in both nations due to the huge role money 

play during proper politicking. The study therefore concluded that there is 

no significant difference between the level of female political participation 

in both nations. It therefore recommends that the parliament of both nations 

needs to enact laws which create enabling environment and which stipulate 

that both nations comply with international protocol on women quota 

because certain European and even African nations have met and even 

surpass these quotas. 

 

Keywords: Political participation, Comparison, Global Quota, Nigeria, 

and United States of America 

 
 

 

Introduction 
In the 21st century, women are facing 

obstacles in their political 

participation worldwide as it has 

always been since democracy was first 

practiced. The recent happenings in 

the 2020 general elections in the 

United States of America, where 

insurrectionists were calling for the 

killing of Nancy Polosi (The highest 

United States female Politician as at 

that time), who is the Speaker of the 

American Congress; was another low 

to what women continue to face 

world-wide in trying to practice 

democracy. According to the report of 

the Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2017 

(The IPU is the international 

organization of Parliaments which 

was established in 1889), worldwide 

female representation rate is 23.6 

percent. This minimum representation 

shows that women need long distance 

to achieve equality in politics. To 

achieve equal participation of women 

in policy-making to promote gender 

fair government, efforts are being 

made by several countries to increase 

participation of women in all spheres 

of politics. Developed countries like 

the United States of America (USA) 

and developing countries like Nigeria 

are all grappling to make sure that 
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women political participation is at par with that set by the Inter Parliamentary 

Union (IPU) 

As the history of democracy unfolds, there is a need for nations to begin to learn 

from one another. For instance, the Finish example (where there are more 

women in their parliament) can serve as an inspiration to other nations. This 

cross fertilization can help nations to increase their strength and opportunities 

while diminishing their weakness and threats. This is even more desired in 

women political participation. As it has been seen that where there are more 

women involved in politics, there is a very higher degree of peace and prosperity 

and very little of crisis and wars. For instance, Germany, New Zealand and so 

on.  

On the basis of this axiom, this study intends to look at a comparison of women 

political participation in Nigeria and the USA. This comparison will help to give 

a strength, weakness, opportunity and threat analysis in the political landscape 

of both countries as it involves women involvement in politics. 

Comparative politics centers its inquiry into politics around a method, not a 

particular object of study. This makes it unique since all the other subfields are 

orientated around a subject or focus of study. The comparative method is one 

of four main methodological approaches in the sciences (the others being 

statistical method, experimental method, and case study method). The method 

involves analyzing the relationship between variables that are different or 

similar to one another. Comparative politics commonly uses this comparative 

method on two or more countries and evaluating a specific variable across these 

countries, such as a political structure, institution, behavior, or policy. The 

comparative method is important to political science because the other main 

scientific methodologies are more difficult to employ. Experiments are very 

difficult to conduct in political science—there simply is not the level of 

recurrence and exactitude in politics as there is in the natural world. 

Comparing Nigeria and the USA on any front may at first be whimsical, but 

these two countries have common similarities. However, it must be pointed out 

here that the two nations differ in Social-Cultural issues; but they both have 

their struggles. They differ in size of economy, in their level of civilisations and 

even to some extent political practices. Nevertheless, comparing women level 

of political participation has always been a topic that has become centre stage 

in a world where women in several nations are looking for that nation that will 

serve as a beacon to other nation where similar political system is practiced; in 

this case, federalism.    
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Statement of Problem 

Women’s political under-representation is a failure of most democratic 

processes. The United States has fallen behind most established democracies 

with respect to women’s representation in politics. Women remain 

underrepresented at the federal, state, and local levels. The current uptick in 

women running for office, while encouraging, is unlikely to close this gender 

gap. In the United States, women generally win elections at the same rate as 

men—but they are less likely to run for office. The majoritarian electoral 

system, a strong incumbency advantage, gender-specific fundraising hurdles, 

and weaknesses in party recruitment reinforce this imbalance. African women, 

especially in Nigeria are exploited and marginalized. Despite the fact that 

women constitute about 49% of the total population, they are discriminated 

against in the political process. The marginalization of Nigerian women is more 

pronounced in the democratization processes. Women in Nigeria constitute 

more than two - thirds of the country’s 70% adult non- literate population while 

they hold less than 5% of the important decision-making positions (Abdu, 

2015). The present national assembly in Nigeria has low average of 0.05% of 

women in both lower and upper houses of the bicameral legislature (Ajayi, 

2019). 

Whether in the USA or in Nigeria, when examining the political representation, 

it is of higher interest to look at representation in legislative bodies than in other 

political bodies since it is elected by the people and considered the most 

influential. It is at this level that the study will compare and contrast both 

nations. 

 

Objective of the Study 

The main objective of the study is to examine a comparative study of women 

political participation in Nigeria and the USA. The specific objectives are to: 

i. assess the effect of women global quota on women political 

participation in Nigeria and USA 

ii. examine the effect of political violence on women political 

participation in Nigeria and the USA 

 

Statement of Hypothesis 

The study intends to validate the following Hypothesis 
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H0: there is no significant difference between the level of female political 

participation in the USA and Nigeria. 

 

Methodology 

Only inferential statistical techniques will be used in the analysis of data.  

Significant variations in mean responses from all the test groups will be 

analysed using independent sample t-test. This is because it is  an appropriate 

statistical tool for comparing the means of two samples or treatment,  even if 

they  have  different  numbers  of  replications  (Clark , et., al  2004).  All the 

hypotheses will be tested at 0.05 level of Significance. T- test will be used in 

testing the hypotheses in the study. The formular for the independent t-test is 

represented below: 

 
Usually, the degrees of freedom are the sample size minus one (N – 1 = df). In 

the case of a t-test, there are two samples, so the degrees of freedom are N1 + 

N2 – 2 = df. 

 

Concept of Political Participation 

Political participation has been defined in many ways (Brady, 1998; 

Conge, 1988; Fox, 2013) ranging from rather restrictive understandings as 

“those activities by private citizens that are more or less directly aimed at 

influencing the selection of governmental personnel and/or the actions they 

take” (Verba & Nie, 1972, p. 2) to very broad approaches referring to political 

participation as “a categorical term for citizen power” (Arnstein, 1969, p. 216) 

or to all activities aiming to influence existing power structures. It is widely 

believed that political participation is an essential component that is required 

for ensuring the stability and legitimacy of every political system. Agbaje 

(1993:93) describes political participation as one of the fundamental ideals of a 

democratic society and the extent to which individual members of society share, 

take part or get involved in the life of that society. Anifowose (2004:205) sees 

political participation as an essential ingredient for democracy because 

democracy involves a commitment to equal opportunity for men and women to 

develop their individual capacities. Also, he defines political participation as 

those voluntary activities such as holding public and party office, being a 

https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-68#acrefore-9780190228637-e-68-bibItem-0007
https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-68#acrefore-9780190228637-e-68-bibItem-0013
https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-68#acrefore-9780190228637-e-68-bibItem-0015
https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-68#acrefore-9780190228637-e-68-bibItem-0037
https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-68#acrefore-9780190228637-e-68-bibItem-0001
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candidate for office, attending election campaigns, voting and exposing oneself 

to political stimuli. Sanghera (2005) on the other hand defines political 

participation as the active engagement by individuals and groups with the 

governmental processes that affect their lives. Lewu (2005:63) defines political 

participation as a variety of ways in which people try to exercise influence over 

the political process. He further posits that, the political power that women or 

any group of persons in a society have, would be linked directly to the degree 

of their participation in the political process of that society. 

Political participation can be loosely defined as citizens’ activities affecting 

politics. Ever since the famous funeral speech of Pericles (431 BC) politicians 

and scholars have stressed the unique character of democracy by emphasizing 

the role of ordinary citizens in political affairs. By now, the list of participatory 

activities has become virtually infinite and includes actions such as voting, 

demonstrating, contacting public officials, boycotting, attending party rallies, 

guerrilla gardening, posting blogs, volunteering, joining flash mobs, signing 

petitions, buying fair-trade products, and even suicide protests. Political 

participation is relevant for any political system, but it is an indispensable 

feature of democracy: “Where few take part in decisions there is little 

democracy; the more participation there is in decisions, the more democracy 

there is” (Verba & Nie, 1972, p. 1) 

 

Literature Review 

The Need for Comparing Political Participation amidst Countries 

Verba and Nie’s (1972) classic work on political participation in the United 

States found, contrary to the conventional wisdom of the time, that political 

participation is not one dimensional and cumulative, but fragmented and 

specialized. Most citizens tend to specialize in a particular form of political 

engagement and stick to it: they are either party campaigners, or involved in 

community affairs, or they contact public officials, or they are protest activists. 

Comparatively few engage in a wide range of political activities and most do 

not accumulate different activities in the political repertoire as they become 

more and more politically involved. If they do combine two or more kinds of 

political activity, it is not possible to predict on the basis of knowledge of any 

one kind of activity what the others are likely to be. In this sense, different kinds 

of political participation are multidimensional and non-cumulative. The Verba 

and Nie finding has been amply confirmed in later studies of political 

https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-68#acrefore-9780190228637-e-68-bibItem-0037
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participation in Costa Rica, Canada, Norway, Tokyo, Britain, and the United 

States (Parry, Moyser, and Day 1992; Verba and Nie, 1972). 

Although most research treats political participation in isolation from social 

participation, it may be that politics do not stand alone. If social and political 

patterns are closely associated, as van Denney (2011) argues, then there will be 

a single socio-political pattern of participation. Indeed, social capital and civic 

society theories argue that the higher the rates of civic and social engagement, 

the higher political participation is likely to be. If this is the case, then voluntary 

association activity should follow the pattern already seen in the case of political 

participation. At the same time, there are reasons for thinking that countries 

might combine their levels of voluntary activity in their own unique ways: some 

countries are religious (like Nigeria) with a high church and mosque 

membership; some are more sporty than others ( example the USA); the 

egalitarian ones will encourage minority group activity and show fewer class 

differences; socialist countries are likely to have strong trade union and worker 

organizations; the environmentally conscious ones will have larger green and 

ecology groups; those with more individualist and materialistic cultures will 

have stronger consumer and occupational groups. If each country combines 

such characteristics in different proportions, then their relative rates of 

participation in different kinds of voluntary associations will vary and each 

country will have its own unique pattern. 

Using a cross-sectional comparison among nations is always a difficult task. 

But if the two nations have somethings similar, then that can be a basis. Nigeria 

and the United States share the same form of government; federalism, they are 

both liberal states, they both possess bi-camera legislation, they were both 

colonized by the same colonial masters, they are both a democracy, their politics 

turn around every four years and their female political participation index has 

not yielded the desired result. So, there are basically some common fronts to 

make comparison of these two giants in their respective continents. 

Having made a case for comparison, it must be said that the US is a developed 

nation and Nigeria is not. Although being a developed nation is not the basis for 

better political experiment. All nations have their particular experiment. 

 

Similarities and Dissimilarities of the USA and Nigeria Political System 

The Legislative Arm 

The United States Senate is the upper chamber of the United States Congress, 

which, along with the United States House of Representatives—the lower 
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chamber—constitutes the legislature of the United States. This is equally so in 

Nigeria because as a matter of fact, the Nigerian legislative arm is a replica 

copied from the USA. The Senate chamber in the US is located in the north 

wing of the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. Political scholars considers 

the legislative arm (of the three arms of government) to be the fulcrum of 

democracy as this arm represent the interest of the people in a country directly. 

This is why countries are urged by the United Nations to allow more women 

into this tier of government so that women’s interest can be meticulously taking 

up at the highest level of government. 

The composition and powers of the Senate are established by Article One of the 

United States Constitution. The Senate is composed of senators, each of whom 

represents a single state in its entirety. Each state is equally represented by two 

senators who serve staggered terms of six years. There are currently 100 

senators representing the 50 states. From 1789 to 1913, senators were appointed 

by legislatures of the states they represented. They are now elected by popular 

vote following the ratification of the Seventeenth Amendment in 1913 (Burns 

and Verba, 1994). In Nigeria on the other hand, three senators who elected by 

popular votes represent each of the thirty six states, regardless of the size while 

one senator also elected by his/her constituent represent Abuja; the federal 

capital territory, making a total of 109 senators in the country. 

Originally, senators were selected by the state legislatures, not by popular 

elections. By the early years of the 20th century, the legislatures of as many as 

29 states had provided for popular election of senators by referendums. Popular 

election to the Senate was standardized nationally in 1913 by the ratification of 

the Seventeenth Amendment. Comparatively, to become a senator in the federal 

republic of Nigeria, you must be elected by the electorate in your constituent. 

In the United States of America, article I, Section 3, of the Constitution, sets 

three qualifications for senators: (1) they must be at least 30 years old; (2) they 

must have been citizens of the United States for at least nine years; and (3) they 

must be inhabitants of the states they seek to represent at the time of their 

election (Burns and Verba, 1994). The age and citizenship qualifications for 

senators are more stringent than those for representatives. In Federalist No. 62, 

James Madison justified this arrangement by arguing that the "senatorial trust" 

called for a "greater extent of information and stability of character" (Barbara, 

2014). Nigeria, thus have its own complexities too especially around marriages 

which in most cases is skewed against women. This issue comes up when a 



113  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

Nigerian man marries a woman who is not from his state of origin; it is agreed 

by law that the woman should take the state of origin of the man. However, if 

such a woman becomes politically strong to be appointed into the state of her 

husband or elected to represent the state, there always arose these hews and cry 

from electorate from the man’s state.  

Since 1789 (231 years as at 2020) that the United States started practicing 

constitutional democracy, there have been only 58 female senators ever elected 

into the senate while Nigeria has 42 of such female senators elected to the Red 

chamber after 60 years of independence which was intermittently interrupted 

with military interregnum. This goes to show that the Senate in both countries 

is actually a men’s club. 

Furthermore, in the USA currently, nine women are serving as governors of 

U.S. states, along with the Mayor of the District of Columbia Muriel Bowser, 

and territorial governors Lou Leon Guerrero of Guam and Wanda Vázquez 

Garced of Puerto Rico. But there have been 43 female governors elected to serve 

in the whole of US political history (239 years). On the other hand, Nigeria has 

never succeeded to elect a female governor ever! 

In Nigeria, despite claims of high-level political awakenings, the statistics of 

women political participation in the 2019 general elections were unsavory ones. 

5 out of 73 candidates running for President in 2019 were women; a man 

became the president. 1668 men and 232 women vied for 109 senatorial seats, 

only 6 women were victorious. 4,139 men and 560 women competed for 360 

seats in the House of Representatives only 11 emerged as members of the lower 

chamber. The US stories are no different. In 1872, Victoria Woodhull became 

the first female presidential candidate in the US but despite several women 

coming forward to contest for the lofty position, it was after 144 years in 2016 

that Hillary Clinton became the first female presidential candidate to receive 

electoral votes and win the national popular vote but still lost the presidency to 

a male. Four years later in 2020, after 239 years, the USA elected their first 

female vice president Kamala Harris who became vice president to President 

elect Joe Biden. This is a milestone achievement in the USA that Nigeria is yet 

to achieve. 

 

Term in Office 

In the US, Senators serve terms of six years each; the terms are staggered so 

that approximately one-third of the seats are up for election every two years. 
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This was achieved by dividing the senators of the 1st Congress into thirds 

(called classes), where the terms of one-third expired after two years, the terms 

of another third expired after four, and the terms of the last third expired after 

six years. This arrangement was also followed after the admission of new states 

into the union. The staggering of terms has been arranged such that both seats 

from a given state are not contested in the same general election, except when 

a vacancy is being filled. Current senators whose six-year terms are set to expire 

on January 3, 2021, belong to Class II. There is no constitutional limit to the 

number of terms a senator may serve. In Nigeria, all senators as well as house 

of representative members are voted in once every four years at the same time 

in a general election.  

According to Kelly, (2019) there have been 57 total women in the United States 

Senate since its establishment in 1789. The first woman who served as a U.S. 

senator, Rebecca Latimer Felton, represented Georgia for a single day in 1922. 

The first woman elected to the Senate was Hattie Caraway from Arkansas in 

1932. Seventeen of the women who have served were appointed; seven of those 

were appointed to succeed their deceased husbands. The 116th Congress has 

had 26 female senators, meaning for the first time in history, one-fourth of the 

members of the U.S. Senate are female. Of the 57 women in the U.S. Senate, 

36 have been Democrats and 21 have been Republicans. The 58th woman in the 

Senate will take her seat in 2021. 

Kelly, (2019) also pointed out that for its first 130 years in existence, the 

Senate's membership in the United States was entirely male. Until 1920, few 

women ran for the Senate. Until the 1990s, very few were elected. This paucity 

of women was due to many factors, including the lack of women's suffrage in 

many states until ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution, women's limited access to higher education until the mid-1900s, 

party structures, public perceptions of gender roles, and barriers to women's 

advancement such as sex discrimination.  

The first woman in the U.S. Senate was Rebecca Latimer Felton, who served 

representing Georgia for only one day in 1922. Hattie Caraway became the first 

woman to win election to the Senate representing Arkansas, in 1932. Margaret 

Chase Smith was the first woman to serve in both the House and Senate; she 

first served in the House, and began serving in the Senate in 1949. Margaret 

Chase Smith won her 1960 race for Senate in the nation's first ever race pitting 

two women (her and Lucia Cormier) against each other for a Senate seat. Muriel 
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Humphrey Brown was the first and only Second Lady to serve in the United 

States Senate. After her husband, Hubert Humphrey, was defeated in the 1968 

presidential election, he won back his old Senate seat representing Minnesota. 

Following his unexpected death in office, Brown was appointed by the 

Governor of Minnesota in 1978 to fill her late husband's Senate seat. She served 

for less than one year, and did not seek reelection. 

In 1978, Nancy Kassebaum became the first woman ever elected to a full term 

in the Senate representing Kansas without her husband having previously 

served in Congress. Since 1978, there has always been at least one woman in 

the Senate. The first woman to be elected to the Senate without any family 

connections was Paula Hawkins (R-FL), elected in 1980. There were still few 

women in the Senate near the end of the 20th century, long after women began 

to make up a significant portion of the membership of the House 

As of January 2020, forty-three women have served or are serving as the 

governor of a U.S. state (and two acting governors due to vacancies), three 

women have served or are serving as the governor of an unincorporated U.S. 

territory. Two women have served or are serving as mayors of the District of 

Columbia. Currently, nine women are serving as governors of U.S. states, along 

with the Mayor of the District of Columbia Muriel Bowser, and territorial 

governors Lou Leon Guerrero of Guam and Wanda Vázquez Garced of Puerto 

Rico. Comparatively in Nigeria on the other hand, Ajayi, (2019) pointed out 

that there has been only one female ever to serve as governor but she was not 

elected. She came to governance when her boss, the governor of Anambra state 

was impeached. As the deputy governor, she stepped up to the platform. Dame 

Virginia Ngozi Etiaba, CON (born 11 November 1942) was the Governor of 

Anambra State, a state in south-east Nigeria, from November 2006 to February 

2007. She is the first female governor in Nigeria's history. She was instated as 

the previous governor, Peter Obi, was impeached by the state legislature for 

alleged gross misconduct. She transferred her powers back to Obi three months 

later when an appeal court nullified the impeachment. 

 

The Nigerian Senate and House of Representative 

Since the return of democracy in 1999, the Senate has been dominated by males. 

In 1999 there were only 3 women out of the 109 members representing 2.8 per 

cent of the members of the Senate. In 2007 the number increased to 8 (7.3 per 

cent). However, there was a decrease from 8 women members in 2007 to 7 in 
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2011 which is 6.4 per cent and 8 (7.3 per cent) in 2015. In 2019, there were only 

6 Senators and 11 house of representative members. Although the 2019 

elections details were not captured on the graph below, subsequent elections 

results were. See the Figure 1 and 2 below. 

.  

Source: Nigeria Bureau of Statistics, 2021 

 

Member of House of Representative 

In 1999, the number of women in the House of representative was 12 out of 360 

members which was about 3.3 per cent but increased to 21 (5.8 per cent) in 

2003. It was 26 (7.2 per cent) in 2011, in 2015 the number of women in the 

House of representative decrease to 19 (5.3 per cent) out of 360 members. See 

figure 2 and table 2 below. For other elective positions see table 2. 

 
Source: Nigeria Bureau of Statistics, 2021 
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Table 1: Showing Vital Statistical Comparison between Nigeria and the United 

States of America 

S. 

No. 

Item Nigeria USA Remark 

1 Date of Independence 1960 1776  

 Total No. of States 36 50  

2 No. of P President since independence 15 47  

3 No. of Democratic President since 1960 5 12  

4 No of Female Senate President 0 0  

5 No of female ever elected to Senate 42 58  

6 No. of Female vice Presidents 0 1  

7 No of female Presidents 0 0  

8 No. of Female ever elected to house of 

Representative 

121 325  

9 No. of female ever elected speaker of the 

lower house 

1 1  

10 Total number of Senators in the country 109 100  

11 Total number of Reps in the country 360 435  

12 No of current serving female Governors 0 9  

13 No. of women ever elected Governors 0 43  

     

Source: General Archives, (2020) 

 

Table 2: Showing Federal Elective Position in Nigeria and the Ratio of Women 

Elected since (1999 – 2019) 

Table 2: Elective Position (1999 – 2019) 

 1999 2003 2007 2011 2015 2019 

Office Seat 

Availa

ble 

Wom

en 

Seat 

Availa

ble 

Wom

en 

Seat 

Availa

ble 

Wom

en 

Seat 

Availa

ble 

Wom

en 

Seat 

Availa

ble 

Wom

en 

Seat 

Availa

ble 

Wom

en 

Presid

ent 

1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 

Vice-

Presid

ent 

1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 
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Senate 108 3 

(2.8) 

109 4 

(3.7) 

109 8 

(7.3) 

109 7 

(6.4) 

109 8(7.3

) 

109 7 

(6.4) 

House 

of Rep 

360 12(3.

3) 

360 21(5.

8) 

360 23(6.

4) 

360 26(7.

2) 

360 19(5.

3) 

360 12(3.

3) 

Gover

nor 

36 0 36 0 36 0 36 0 36 0 36 0 

Source: Nigeria Bureau of Statistics, 2018 

 

Table 3 Showing Elective Positions at the State with Ratio of Women Elected 

(1999- 2019) 

 
Source: Nigeria Bureau of Statistics, 2018 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The Riggs Sala Prismatic Model 

The quest for answers for inefficiencies in the administrative systems of 

developing nations culminated in the formulation of Prismatic Sala Model by 

Fred Wriggs. Although, the model has its criticisms, it has played vital roles in 

comparative analyses on the performances of public administrative systems in 

diffracted (developed), and prismatic (developing) societies.  

In  recent  years,  Political systems have giving rise to modern  Governments  

that have experienced  a  great  change in  their functions and  responsibilities.  

In the  changed  context, the  role  of  Public  Administration  has become 

essential in  fulfilling  the  government’s objective.  Consequently, 

administrative theories have  become  more  important  to  the understanding  
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of  it functions.  The ecological  approach to the study of public administration 

has  been suggested when  western organization theories have  been  found  

inadequate  for  the  study  of the  problems  of  administration  in  the  third 

world countries.   

Within  the  academic  community, especially  between  the  late  1940s  and  

early 1950s,  there  were  already  questions concerning  the  universality  of  

American public  administrative  system  by  scholars  like Robert  Dahl,  

Dwight  Waldo  and  Herbert Simon; the issue of its contextual relevance in 

comparing  public  administrations  was emphasized  by  Wallace  Sayre  and  

Herbert Kaufman.  These  academic  atmospheres constituted  favorable  

conditions  for  Riggs  to formulate  his  comparative  public administration  

framework  based  on  a contextual  or  ecological  perspective  and  a structural-

functional approach (Haque, 2010).  

 Ecological approach is the study of the understanding of  the  dynamics  of the  

process of interaction  between administrative  systems and  their  surrounding  

environments.  Ecology is a term culled from Biology. It connotes the  inter-

relationship  of  organisms  and  their environment. Ecology studies the  

interplay of  living organisms  and  their  physical  and  social environment. It 

is concerned with how balance between  organisms  and  their  surroundings 

habitats would  be  achieved.   

In  Biology,  it  is established  that  a  certain  plant  requires  a particular climate, 

soil, humidity, temperature and so on for its  growth. A plant that can  grow well 

in  a  particular  climatic  condition  may  not  do so under a different climate.   

Likewise, the growth of each society is determined  by  its  own  history,  

economic structure,  values,  political  system,  etc.  The characteristics  of  its  

social  system  and  its physical,  environment  shape  the  ideas  and institutions. 

Therefore,  an  appreciation  of  the  ecology  of public  administration  is  vital  

to  the understanding  of  non-performance  in  public institutions  in  the  

emergent  countries  of  the world.  

Riggs  made  a great  effort in searching for  an  objective  and  effective  model  

for analyzing public administration in  developing nations.  His  rich  

background  in  sociological theory  enabled  him  to  create  the  “fused-

prismatic-diffracted  model,”  a  model  that covers a  wide range of research.  

For instance, economic  life,  social  structures,  political symbols,  and  the  

allocation  of  power  are  all part  of  his  analysis  of  structural  function (Peng, 

2008).   
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Riggs  model  is  one  of  the  most important theories in the study of comparative 

public  administration.  From  the  perspectives of heterogeneity,  overlapping, 

formalism,  and social  transformation, the  model  observes the peculiar  

characteristics  of  bureaucracy  in emergent  nations.  The  formulation  of  the 

prismatic model  was basically  anchored upon the  extent  to  which  a  social  

administrative machinery  undergoes  functional differentiation.  The  model  is  

appropriate  for studying  three  societal  types:   

i. highly developed  western  industrial  societies,  

ii. traditional  agrarian  societies,  and  

iii.  developing societies.  

 

Each  society  has  its  own  social, economic,  politically  symbolic,  and 

communicative  attributes,  as  well  as  its  own political  system  and  concepts  

of  individual rights  (Peng,  2008).  These  attributes develop into different 

administrative systems.  Riggs  believed  that  his  theoretical model  can  be  

utilized  in  comparing  the fundamental  structure  of  various  societies. 

The  basic  argument of  his  model is  that  the  Western  models are  relatively  

less relevant  to  the  developing  countries,  which have  unique  

environment/contexts  -  social structures,  economic  life,  cultural  practices, 

political  symbols,  allocation  of  power, division  of  labour,  etc.  Unlike  the  

developed nations,  the  administrative  systems  in  these countries  are  

considerably  shaped  by  their environment. 

Despite of the argument put forward by Riggs, women political experiences in 

both developed and developing nations have been less than average; even in the 

United States. In selecting the female gender (Which Riggs did not focus on) 

this study looks at this gap in Rigg Sala model. Therefore, Riggs may not be 

entirely right (as challenged by several scholars) that there is no front to 

compare developed nations with developing one politically. One of such a front 

that have been open to studies is the level of women political participations. On 

this front, some developing nation (like Botswana) have better indices than 

some developed nations (like Japan) 

 

Data Analysis 
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(N – 1 = df).  

 df=N1 + N2 – 2  

Table 4.6                              Group Statistics 

 
USA N Mean 

Std. 

Deviation 

Std. Error 

Mean 

NIGERI

A 

1999-

2003 
2 .5000 .70711 .50000 

2003-

2007 
0a . . . 

Source; Output from SPSS 23 

 

From the table 4.6, the p- value is 0.70711 

Since p (0.7071) > 0.05 We accept Ho; which states that there is no significant 

difference between the level of female political participation in the USA and 

Nigeria. 

 

Discussion of Findings 

From the discus so far, it can be inferred that female political participation is 

steadily increasing in the US but it is still not robust in Nigeria. However, it 

must be noted that the US has practiced democracy for 245 years while Nigeria 

has practiced democracy for less than 30 years combined since independence in 

1960. 

Both Nigeria and the USA have not at any time met the 35% affirmation in the 

congresses of both nations. The United States, just like Nigeria has never had a 

democratically elected female president. Both nations have only produced one 

female speaker of the house of representative but has never gotten a female 

elected Senate President. 

From the empirical analysis. there is no significant difference between the level 

of female political participation in the USA and Nigeria. With this major 

finding, it can be opined that female education does not significantly affect their 

political performance in the USA as well as in Nigeria, this finding is in tandem 

with that of Delematta, (2013) where she opined that the equal educational 

content measurements did not support the hypothesis that education alone 

cannot equal increased chances of women to participate in politics. Thus, in 
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order to answer the equal educational content hypothesis, further research needs 

to be conducted to better address its effect on gender political equality.  

Also, from the general finding, it can be asserted that political party structure 

does not have a significant effect on women political participation in the US 

and in Nigeria. This assertion is supported by the study of Pogoson, (2012), who 

undertook a study on Gender, Political Parties and the Reproduction of 

Patriarchy in Nigeria; A Reflection on the Democratisation Process. Pogoson 

opined that political structure has to be combined with a system of patriarchy 

for women to be truly sidelined in any country. 

Futhermore, as already pointed out, educational qualification does not 

significantly affect female political participation in the US and in Nigeria. This 

position was also buttressed in the study of   Nelson, (2012).   Nelson, for 

instance, compared a sample of advanced industrialized democracies with a 

sample of developing country democracies.  He found that the percentage of 

adult women with a university education in industrialized democracies had no 

statistically significant effect on the numbers of women in legislatures.   

Another finding is that political violence does not significantly affect women 

political participation in the US and Nigeria. However, there are several studies 

that negate this assertion.  Nelson (2012); Abdu (2003); and Johnson (2003) 

which generally agree that, throughout the world, the power relations that shape 

social, political, economic and cultural life prevent women from participating 

fully in all areas of their lives but most especially in politics. It was also 

established that the rate of women’s participation and representation in the 

politics of Nigeria has significant impact on the democratic process in the 

country. Consequently, in the study of Giwa, (2020) on factors affecting women 

political participation in violent prone areas submitted that the fear of holding 

campaign rallies scare away women from political participation in the state and 

that women do not attend most campaign rallies in Borno state primarily due to 

fear of injuries preferring to follow social media campaigns instead this position 

was echoed by the study of  Kasomo, ( 2012) who opined that despite many 

global conferences, including the Cairo Conference on Population and 

Development (1994), the Fourth World Conference on Women (1995), and the 

World Summit for Social Development (1995), very little progress have been 

made globally in improving the status of women, gender disparities still exist, 

especially with regard to participation in electoral politics. 
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Conclusion 

The study concludes with the assertion that in making political comparison 

among female political participation in different nations, there are many prisms 

from where such comparison must be made. Issues like the education of the 

entire population and not just the female must be spotlighted so that the society 

can accept women with an enlightened mind. Patriarchal societies which formed 

the basis of most antagonistic cultures that negate against female political 

participation still exist and can only be laid to rest if the entire society 

understand that we all have our different but equal roles to play to enjoy 

democratic governance. Economic empowerment of women is a relative term 

that means different things in different nations. It is also opined that nations 

where women are economically empowered has not shown better female 

political participation. Party structure and political violence were no strong 

enough forces to push away the will of women to participate if they really set 

their hearts to participate in the democratic process. Hence, while the women in 

the US are making steady political progress as regards political participation, 

Nigerian women are still foot dragging even as there is an increasing demand 

globally for women to involve meticulously in political processes.  

 

Recommendations 

From the findings of the study, it put forward the following recommendations: 

i. As it regards the educational qualification of women, nations should 

know that education should be for all at equal rate. Hence, the 

suggested solutions is for Nigeria or the US to promote a more 

consistent and fair educational system across their respective nations 

and across the world that ensures both gender are equally educated to 

accept each other on the political terrain instead of over focusing on 

the education of women only while the men are not equally educated. 

Such inclusive education will create political equality. 

ii. endorsing and entrenching a quota system/mechanism in national and 

political party constitutions, reviewing electoral systems and 

adopting those most conducive to women’s participation (for 

example, proportional representation) is now a front which nations of 

the world must enforce including Nigeria and the US, especially as 

both nations have been unable to attain the 35% affirmative action. 
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Legislation to affirm this percentage should be considered in these 

two nations. 

iii. Political parties should  engage  in  internal  democratic  structures  

and procedures that will ensure and encourage more females to 

compete for electoral positions. Thus bylaws, policies and guidelines 

of political parties should not be formed in such a way that women 

would be hindered from party activities. For example, nomination, 

appointment and election of members into party offices should be  

based on equal share. In such a way, parties would  be  seen  as  the  

leading  institution  to  advance  gender  equity  in  electoral 

involvement. After all, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

declares that everyone has the right to take part in the government of 

his or her country irrespective of sex, race, ethnicity, religion or 

creed. Since it has been estimated that male and female population 

are virtually 50:50, hence women should be giving equal platforms 

to participate. 

iv. Female legislature must be very active in drawing up legislations to 

annul any cultural inclinations that will inhibit their political 

participation. In all nations, the voice of women are always been re-

echoed by Non-Governmental Organization (NGOs) who are so 

passionate to support women in attaining political liberty. Hence, 

women must continuously draw up laws to enhance their political 

freedom and participation. 

v. Political violence is no longer the exclusive reserve of developing 

countries. This was proven in the just concluded US election as 

violence rock the capital of the USA; that is Washington DC. The 

Capitol was stormed by conspirators who claimed that the election 

was stolen from one Donald Trump. People died at the capitol due to 

the political violence. Female politicians must lobby for a free and 

fair election electoral process 
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