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Abstract 
There is no gainsaying that the family is the bedrock of the society. This 

suggest that the foundational structure upon which society is built is the 

family. Hence, if domestic violence is allow to thrive, such will create a 

threat to family harmony and by extension impair national development and 

peace of the society. This paper, in order to address properly the exigencies 

of this problematic adopted an exploratory cum content-based approach to 

dissect the issues inherent in the topic. This approach, in its analysis, 

focuses on the social, economic, and politically framework implications of 

violence in family on national development. By this, a structural 

functionalist theory was employed as the framework of the study. The paper 

follows the Biblical methodological perspective in addressing fundamental 

domestic violence along the concepts of dialogue, mediation and avoidance 

problem-solving solution paradigm in our changing political space. The 

paper revealed that in solving violence related issues, the first step to take 

is dialogue (between parties), if it fails, then mediation follows (third party 

approach); again if it fails, avoidance related approach should be applied. 

Therefore, it was concluded and recommended that in dispute resolution, a 

win-win bargaining approach should defined the game plan matrix at 

domestic-family-state level to achieve national development in the society.        

 

African Scholar 

Publications & 

Research  

International  

VOL. 22 NO. 6  
ISSN: 2110-2086 
SEPTEMBER, 2021 
 

African Scholar Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences (JHSS-6) 



158  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

Keywords- Domestic Violence, Family, National Development, Society, 

Nigeria.    

 
 

 

Introduction 
Violence as a concept is an inevitable 

part of social life. Society is formed 

from the notion that harmony and 

solidarity is imperative because 

without such the brutish and nasty 

nature of man might alter the 

foundation and structure of 

developmental project in the 

community. Hence, as a result, the 

social contract of legitimacy given to 

an authority to protect and secure life 

and property constructed. However, in 

this scheme, different structural 

patterns and elements were instituted 

to arrive at harmony and equilibrium 

for society operation. One of such 

institutions is the family which has 

been widely refers to as the bedrock of 

the society. 

The family being the bedrock of 

society functions as the engine room, 

the live wire, calibrator for 

advancement of the society. 

Therefore, any defect, crisis, struggle, 

chaos, unrest cumulative into violence 

upon the family would result to impair 

the progress and development of the 

society. The aftermath of violence in 

the family mostly do reflect in three 

major areas in the society which will 

be the basis of our discussion later- the 

social, economic and political. 

According to Marianne et al (2010), 

domestic violence is seen as a 

prevalent act of gender-related 

violence estimated that between 10 

and 35% of women experienced it at 

some point in their lives.  

Domestic violence, normally do have 

women and children as victims and by 

extension affect future contributions 

of these categories in national 

development. It is against this 

backdrop that the paper will elaborate 

by using content-based analysis 

method of the social, economic and 

political to depict the implication of 

violence in the family on national 

development in Nigeria.    

However, before further proceedings 

on the exigencies of the topic, let 

quickly diagnose in order to do a 

surgical operation and explanation on 

what domestic violence is all about. 

Violence, according to this paper is 

conceptualized as a crisis, a struggle to 

alter the harmony and equilibrium 

level of peace, growth towards 

development of an individual, an 

entity or society at large. Domestic 
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connote internal, native or home affair of a relational issue(s). This could be in 

family, local or at national level. On the other hand, these two words-domestic 

violence, so defined, has many forms, which includes but not limited to physical 

aggression or assault, or threats thereof; sexual abuse; emotional abuse, 

controlling or domineering, intimidation, stalking; passive or covert abuse 

otherwise known as neglect, and economic deprivation (Seimeniuk et al, 2010). 

Furthermore, domestic violence and abuse is not limited to obvious physical 

violence. It can mean endangerment, criminal coercion, kidnapping, unlawful 

imprisonment, trespassing, harassment and stalking (National Network to End 

Domestic Violence, 2011).  

All these put together, suggest that harmonium living, peace, security, economic 

growth, and national development is a function of stable family structure devoid 

of domestic-based violence (DDV) that might create a lacuna in high-stake 

politics of the nation. Tapping into the issues of marginalization, neglect, 

intimidation, assault and coercion as elements of domestic violence in the 

politics of exclusion in family, such affect mostly women and children which 

limit their social, economic and political participation in national development 

(Syazliana et al, 2018). Hence, this paper is poised in proffering suggestions for 

restoring act of empowerment necessary to leverage participation of victims and 

reduce domestic based violence (DDV) in order to advance positive 

development and peace in Nigeria.  

The paper therefore looks into pertinent questions on the violence domestic 

development construct, drawing upon the context, dynamics, explanation and 

the impact of the family structure in national development in Nigeria. The paper 

will examines the roles, socialization process but more importantly the Biblical 

Construct and Structuralism in analysing and addressing violence-based 

situational structure for positive development in society. By so doing, the paper 

will provides a template and context for understanding the connection between 

family disharmony as a result of violence prone environment and its harmful 

impact on national development. Equally, it will exposes the antidote needed 

based on the biblical construct of dialogue, mediation and avoidance problem-

solving solution paradigm.   

 

The Social, Economic and Political Implication of Domestic Violence in 

Nigeria  

This section is going to touch on the domestic violence perpetrated in the family 

and its implication on the social, economic and political terrain in the society. 
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By this, the paper will be able to expose the impact of each of these element on 

national development in Nigeria.  

The first which is on social structure will tell us the relationship between family 

domestic violence in social life. Meaning, the paper will illustrate how 

aggression, frustration and intimidation experienced at the home front debased 

social life, human relations and developmental project of the society. It will also 

address how human capital development is germane and central to national 

development, hence, if such is degraded, national development will be 

impossible.  

The second which is economy presents how disharmony at home as a result of 

violence could limit positive participation and contribute of some selected few 

to the development of the nation. Third, the political implication addresses the 

limitation placed on women when their potentials are constrained and control 

by the men folks through act of discrimination and lack of platform to excel in 

the polity of the nation as citizens.  

 

The Social Framework Consequences of Domestic Violence 

Domestics violence which is seen as an aftermath of conflict with its 

repercussions have negative impact in the social life and academic performance 

of an individual such as hatred, family member separation, lack of trust, 

disunity, educational set back, health challenges arising from trauma etc. 

According to Kreachbaulm (2015) clearly stated that domestic violence tears 

the very fabric of a community by dismantling family units in the community, 

causing a ripple effect of repercussion that are painfully felt. Still buttressing on 

the effect of domestic violence, the study mentioned weakness in the family 

unity, children developing high level of anger, hostility, disobedience, 

withdrawal and also in few cases having similar issues as adult such as anxiety 

for the future, sleep disorder and mental behaviour health matters.  

These disorderliness is transmitted into the society to create disharmony and 

such is reflected in various anti-social vices such as robbery, theft, and sharp 

corrupt practices which undermine the advancement of national development 

for the benefit of the society. This explain further the position of Bergen (1998) 

and Kreachbaulm (2015) when posit that the effect of domestic violence do not 

stop at home front door but spill over into the community, into places supposed 

to be safe havens on their own. Evident of DV is seen on victim when he or she 

becomes hostiles, transferring aggression to colleagues in office and in school, 
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engaging in reckless or aggressive behaviour which disrupt the peace of the 

society.   

The  majority  of  husband’s  attitude  that  abused  their  wives  is  a  very  sad  

phenomenon.  The  reasons  of  this  violent behaviour  include  lack  of  

harmony  and  understanding  between  partner,  different  family  backgrounds,  

financial problems,  extreme  jealousy,  mental  disorders  and  lack  of  religion  

(WHO,  2013;  Isgandarova,  2017;  Khan,  2015). Although  various  steps  

have  been  taken  by  governmental  and  enforcement  agencies  as  well as  

non-governmental organisations (NGOs), the problem of DV is still at its most 

serious level. 

This transfer of aggression and frustration as a result of domestic violence, if 

not properly managed has great consequences for social life which by extension 

equally has implication on growth and economic development of the state. 

Hence, gaining harmony in the family is the leverage needed to achieve peace, 

stability and security that will propel the kind of national development desired 

in Nigeria.  

 

The Economic Implication of Domestic Violence in Nigeria 

By economy the paper refers to the resources available for a country to achieve 

optimal productivity in the society. These resources are to be use wisely in order 

to attain the desire result. Among all the resources available in the society, 

human capital has been identified as a basic factor to development. In fact, it 

has been established by many scholars that at the epic centre of development is 

man. Hence, if crisis, violence and frustration or intimidation limit the 

capability and capacity of the man to function, it will affect the economy and 

national development of the state. 

When a women is frustrated at the home front, neglected, castigated or coerced 

into non-functional state, the implication suggest a limit or denial of her 

capability to contribute meaningfully into national development and growth.  

Equally, as pointed out by Tanis et al (2005) opine that domestic violence as a 

result of trauma and depression bring about loss of concentration at work place 

which affect loss in the economy because when mind and soul are not fit to 

disseminate assignment in the work place, it reduces productivity.   

This is the reason why Kreachbaulm (2015) says DV negatively affect 

company’s bottom line in area of work productivity and net loss annually. 

Therefore, she advised that domestic violence should be addressed at the work 
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place within policies and that human relation department should seek 

connection with agencies that could address it.   

 

The Political Implication  

The perception that women’s roles are limited to the home front by being 

housewife and as such should not be given equal right as the male-child is 

misleading and counter-productive to national development. This position is 

one of the bane to development as it concern the polity in Nigeria. According 

to Isola and Osundina, (2016), they argue that if level playing field of gender is 

given, most especially in the political, social and economic life of a national, 

development would be accelerated. However, a nation that constraint and limit 

meaningful participation of the women folks in political participation will be 

doing a disservice to its growth and national development.  

The United Nations Organization has employed and enjoined nation to reflect 

13 per cent of women in major structure of their political life such as in the 

Legislative arm, Executive, Judiciary and many other elective positions but in 

Nigeria, such feat is yet to be attained. It therefore looks as if the terrain is still 

not mature to absolve such practices which according to this paper is a 

fundamental denial of the participation of this set of gender to meaningful 

development of the state.    

 

Theoretical Construct to Solving Conflict-based Violence 

The two constructs to be used to underpin this paper are Structural Functionalist 

theory and Biblical Establishment of Truth Construct. The reason for this two 

is because one will cover the violence nature and its resultant effect on 

development while the other will address how to resolve crisis of domestic 

violence in order to achieve harmonious solidarity in the society at large.   

First, let us examine functionalism theory. The theory states that our social life 

are guided by social structure which are relatively stable pattern of social 

behavior. Equally, it states that  the functional aspect in the structural 

functionalist theory stresses the role played by each component parts in a social 

system whereas the structural perspective suggest an image of society where 

individuals are constraint by the social forces, social backgrounds and by Group 

membership. In order for social life to survive and develop in society, the theory 

states that there are a number of activities that need to be carried out to ensure 

that certain needs are fulfilled. Hence, one major key element of the theory is 
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that it pays considerable attention to the persistence of shared values and ideas 

in the society. Also, Robert Merton argued that functionalism is about more 

static or concrete aspects of society, institutions like government, family, 

tradition or religions which shape the social behavior of people in social life. 

This perception establish the fact that the Family as one of the institutions in the 

society is saddled with the function of socializing the citizenry in line with 

acceptable social behavior in the society. Hence, if distrust, violence, 

frustration, aggression and disunity are fanned at home, it will affect collective 

harmony, solidarity, consensus and equilibrium pattern of behavior needed for 

national development in the society. Therefore, a dysfunctional system in the 

family creates a disjointed structures and functions needed for national 

development.  

The second theory of Establishment of Truth Construct will be in line with the 

Biblical principles. The reason for this is simply because according to this 

perspective, the family institution was a creation of God and that humans were 

created for relationships and as such must relate and act in harmonious unity, 

reconciliation and peace with one another. Therefore, when crisis, disunity, 

frustration or violence act emerge in the home front or the society, the Biblical 

Construct suggests that pattern of resolution should follow the act of 

negotiation, mediation and avoidance system so as to restore normalcy into 

relationships and which by extension helps growth and national development of 

the society.  

This theory is premise on the Book of Matthew 18: 15-17, which says “if your 

brother or sister sins, go and point out his fault, just between the two of you 

(negotiation). If they listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will not 

listen take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by 

the testimony of two or three witnesses’ (mediation). If they refuse to listen, tell 

it to the church (arbitration), and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat 

them as you would a pagan or a tax collector (avoidance).   

 

The Nexus between Functionalism and Biblical Truth Construct Theories   

Finally, the nexus of these two theories is hinge on the fact that a destabilized 

family which is prone to violence will negatively affect meaningful 

development in the society. Hence, the mechanism to resolve this situation is to 

embrace the resolution mechanism of negotiation, mediation and as a last result 

arbitration or avoidance platforms of settling issues. It is only when we resolve 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_K._Merton
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this and our families are in tandem with peace, harmony, solidarity and stability 

that society in its true state can achieve national development. Moreover, the 

State must equally be ready to promote culture, tradition and social practices 

that bring about healthy family relations and pattern of social behavior that 

places premium and value to life in respect to individual rights without 

molestation by anybody be it the husband, wife, the child or even the state.  

If values in the society are a product of social life generated from the Family 

institution, hence it behooves that before sanity can be achieved in Nigeria, 

sanity of the home front is the first war to be won. If we achieve development 

of the home, then, definitely meaningful national development will be attained 

in Nigeria since society is a reflection or product of the family. The final 

analysis is that safe haven should be derived at home where patriarchy attitudes 

are naturalized and complimentary roles of gender mutual engagement are 

upheld to create a noble, friendly and peaceful coexisting atmosphere where 

development can strive.     

 

Conclusion and Recommendation  

The paper has made considerable efforts to establish the fact that no meaningful 

development can be achieved in the society without a peaceful atmosphere at 

the home front. The paper went further to argue that good value systems of a 

nation is the function of a pragmatic family structure where social tenets that 

promote human capital development as well as national development are 

cultivated. Therefore, in order to have a better society, the family must be free 

of any form of violence that limit and affect capacity building of individuals at 

home and by extension the society at large. It is in this regards that this paper 

then recommends the followings 

1. The entrenchment of meritocracy and positive value system in Nigeria 

by the State, 

2. Strict enforcement and sanction of domestic violence (DV) to deter and 

encourage victim to report cases, 

3. Curriculum overhaul in the primary and secondary levels to teach a 

subject called “peace education” on concept of tolerance, peace, 

communal living tenets, sacrifice and unity in the society, 

4. Government needs to create traditional mechanism that will aid smooth 

enforcement of sanctions in correcting sharp practices (like molestation, 
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physical assault, and any form of degradation of human values) affecting 

social equilibrium of the society 

5. The enactment and domestication of “domestic violence law” in all the 

states in Nigeria.  
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