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Abstract 
Africa is a continent of Christian religious fundamentalism that gave birth 

to renowned philosophers whose philosophical relevance remains 

unshakable in the face of the earth. The fact about Africa, having the 

Audible historical fact form the biblical world history cannot be deemed. A 

good percentage of the blessing God’s people received in the Bible 

originated in Africa. For example, Abraham became rich in Africa, Isaac 

was blessed in Africa, Africa fed the world during Joseph’s reign Egypt in 

a (famine) Moses was born in Africa, in Africa the Jews amused wealth, it 

was in Africa Jesus find refuge. The transporter of the cross of Jesus was 

an African. The philosophers who credibly defended the sovereignty of God 

and their philosophical postulations which stand the taste of time till date 

ware Africans. African Christian philosophers also played an important 

role in the world of philosophical endeavour that influenced the knowledge 

about God, good life and living in general.  This research is a review of 

some African Christian philosophers and their works which shows the 

relevance of what they did as foundations and contributions to religious 

beliefs and practices that cut across eras- ancient, medial modern and 

contemporary eras. The review is meant to ignite Africans to draw our 

African Scholar 

Publications & 

Research  

International  

VOL. 22 NO. 6  
ISSN: 2110-2086 
SEPTEMBER, 2021 
 

African Scholar Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences (JHSS-6) 



150  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

pieces of cotton and keep up philosophizing amides rooted in challenges, 

criticism and marginalization, so we can appreciate who we are, and our 

contributions to religious inquiry. African had made history and they shall 

continue making history till the end comes. 

 

Keywords: Review, African Christians, Philosophers, Relevance, 

Christianity 

 
 

 

Introduction 
Different opinions have been held on 

the division of African philosophy by 

scholars. Thus, it is generally accepted 

that the division of African philosophy 

cannot be limited to contemporary 

development only that is; the second 

half of the 19th century to the present 

time, the 21st-century scholars 

believed that African philosophy 

should be divided into the ancient 

period, medieval period, and modern 

period. Some philosophers like Joseph 

Omoregebe, especially in his book 

title: “Knowing Philosophy”, prefers 

to the division into the ancient period, 

medieval period, and contemporary 

period, some scholars who prefer the 

four periods division, ancient period, 

the medieval period, modern period, 

and the contemporary period, include 

philosophers like: M. Okoro, B. 

Abanuku, and M. Makumba, there are 

others who divided African 

philosophy into ancient oral, literate 

traditions, traditional or indigenous 

African philosophy, and the 

professional twentieth-century 

African philosophy as well as African 

philosophical development of 21st 

century (Makumba 2011). 

One position that is gradually gaining 

ground is the thought of the division 

of African philosophy along the lines 

of the four-period model: the ancient 

period, the medieval period, the 

modern period, and the contemporary 

period. This position forms the view 

of the writers of this paper, even 

though; this paper does not treat the 

whole four periods of African 

philosophy. The paper sets out to 

review the African Christian 

philosophy in the ancient period with 

a focus on ancient Egyptian 

philosophy as observed by Abanuka in 

his work title: ‘A History of African 

Philosophy.’ In summary, the review 

covers the early North African 

Christian philosophers and their 

philosophical ideas noted by various 
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scholars in their works and then, a conclusion was drawn. 

The Review of African Christian Philosophers 

Ancient Egyptian philosophy: Egypt's land not only been observed as the 

cradle of civilization but of philosophy as well in the ancient period. 

Philosophers of great repute like Plato, Aristotle, Thales, etc., all identified 

Egypt with the beginning of philosophy. From the era of pharaohs as recorded 

in the Bible, it has been observed that the philosophy of the Egyptians was 

flavoured by their beliefs and reflected in their cultural practices especially their 

funeral rites. Their polytheistic views and their perception of the embodiment 

of the human person are from many of their philosophical ideas. Therefore, one 

will of the human person from many of their philosophy better if examined from 

what they held as components of the human person as well as their religious 

ideologies.  

The ancient Egyptian philosophy encapsulates the conception of human persons 

as the place where the soul has various aspects as opposed to the physical body 

(Khat) and this part of the body decays. The human person is believed to have, 

at least, three elements which constitute the human person, viz; the ‘Ka’ or the 

double, the ‘Ba’ or the heart-soul, and the ‘Khu’ or the spirit-soul.; the Ka the 

double is believed to be the spiritual being which is connected with a person’s 

image, mental attributes, and personality; the Ka perishes if offerings are 

provided for it. The ‘Ba’ or the heart-soul is believed to have free will to travel 

all over the heavens and to mix with and converse with souls there. To the 

Egyptians, Ba can take any form it likes. It can revisit ka and body in the tomb 

and take its abode there at will. Because of Ba’s free will to travel around, it is 

symbolized by the human-headed hawk. Khu is believed to be the radiant and 

glorious intelligence; to communes with the gods that might be defined as spirit 

rather than soul.  The ancient Egyptians believed that the Khu is imperishable 

but, the Ka perishes, if necessary, especially when sacrifice is not offered for it. 

They also believed that Ba also dies. On the aspect of the soul, the ancient 

Egyptians believed that the Shau (the spiritual body) is released incorruptible 

after death, through religious ceremony and process of Mummification to live 

for eternity. To them the Khatib (shadow) is closely connected with the body 

but, after death, it is liberated from the tie and goes on to live entirely 

independently as it joins the spiritual body to complete resurrection. Ab (the 

heart) was regarded as the seat of memory, intellect, and emotions by ancient 

Egyptians. (Abanuka 2011). 

Theo-philosophical view of ancient Egyptians holds that there is god-head 

known as Atum, Ra or Atum-Ra is believed to have brought into being four 

parts of gods; four males and four females: Shu, (the god of air), the Tetnut 
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(the goddess of moisture,) the Geb (the earth god), and nut (the sky goddess) as 

well as Seth, Nephthys, Osiris, and Isis. The myth about the bringing into being 

of goods by atum-ra gives them (ancient Egyptians) their worldview.  

The atum-ra brought all things into being by his effort. Seth represents disorder 

and darkness, and the war between the gods Osiris and Seth is a symbol of the 

ever-present threat of disorder and darkness to overpower the goodness of the 

supreme being (Ilesanmi 175). The creative good forces of the Supreme Being 

which are symbolized by Isis and his collaborators are always there to halt the 

threat created by Osiers and Seth. Ancient Egyptians, in their philosophy, 

believed that Seth will eventually be defeated along with the power of darkness 

to usher in everlasting life (Daniel 1998). 

 

Early North African Philosophers and Their Philosophies 

The early ancient African philosophy is notably limited to ancient Egypt. 

Alexandra in Egypt was an intellectual centre during the Christian era where a 

school of philosophy and theology flourished. Then, the later African 

philosophy is found in North African where most of the philosophers were 

Christian theologians who used their intellectual abilities of philosophy with 

Christian theology to defend their faith; these philosophers had made indelible 

impacts in the history of the Christian faith, as well as considerable influence 

on western philosophy during middle age, include: Quintus Septimus-Florens 

Tertullian’s. Origen domatiums, Marcus minacious flex, and St. Augustine of 

Hippo. (Omoregbe, 1990). 

Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus: Tertullian’s (popularly known as 

Tertullian of cartage) was born around 160 A.D. at cartage near modern-day 

Tunis. He was an African lawyer, not born Christian but got converted as an 

adult after witnessing the heroic courage of Christians in the face of persecution. 

As a son of a Roman centurion, he received a sound education in literature, 

rhetoric, and law (factotum, apostolic age 123). His philosophical works all 

have an apologetic tone in defence of his Christian faith. Among his non-

apologetic works are, ad versus homogenize (the soul). In the testimony of the 

soul, Tertullian sees the soul as key to understanding both the world and God. 

To him, the soul is corporeal (that having material or physical form or 

substance) and it originated at the moment of conception from a “soul producing 

seed”. Thus, the soul gives a person a clue about what to expect concerning his 

thinking. The soul enshrines the secrets of the truth of all reality, but the soul 
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does not have the freedom to affirm or deny the truth (Ivanka 2011). In his work 

title ‘a versus herm gene’, said that God is unchangeable, he believed that God 

could not have created the world from himself or have begun to create from 

nothing which would, at any rate, involve some type of change. To Tertullian, 

God created the world from matter that explains the imperfections in the world. 

And, that God created the universe from his free will through the ‘logos’- the 

divine word and reason, the truth philosophers try to find (law head 2002). 

Origen Adeimantus: Origen, who lived around 185-254 A.D., was a 

contemporary of Tertullian and belonged to the Alexandra school in Egypt. He 

had a very good Christian foundation from his father. He learns philosophy 

under Ammoniums Sacco’s known as the father of Neo-Platonism and the 

teacher of Plotinus (a philosopher from upper Egypt). Origen was a great 

speculative thinker who tried to reconcile philosophy with Christianity. He 

believed God created the world from eternal. He also believed God is goodness 

himself and that he diffused himself through the creation and that the world is 

eternal. Origen creator (God), but God cannot change and he is immutable. 

Hence, God must have, therefore, created the world from eternity, and his 

means the world is eternal (Omoregbe, 1990). 

On his philosophy of the soul, Origen views that everything came from God and 

they will one day return to God, including the soul. The soul (psyche) is being 

taught by the spirit and also trained in the practice of virtues, knowledge of God, 

and prayer by the spirit. The soul is the seat of will and when it submits to the 

guidance of the spirit (Pneuma), it becomes wholly spiritual. It has the higher 

elements, the intellect or governing faculty. It has what is full was in pre-

existence, but with the fall of man, it added the lower element.  

To Origen, the soul turns to the flesh when it rejects the guidance of the spirit 

then the lower element takes over and turns the soul to flesh making it entirely 

carnal. Origen views the soul as being created in God’s image and because it is 

enshrined in the human body, and the human body is a benefit of God’s image. 

Origen believes that “only Christ is the image of God; the human person is 

simply an image of the image of God, Christ is the after image”. One the human 

person, Origen understands that a person is tracheotomy i.e. comprises of spirit 

(pneuma), soul (psyche) and body (soma). The spirit is a gift of God and is the 

divine element present in the human person. It is not strictly part of the human 

person. It is the teacher of the soul (Makumba 2007). 
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Origen wondered why there is evil in the world if God is infinitely good and 

created the world. So, who created evil? According to Omoregbe (1990:14), 

Origen’s answer is that: “it is not something positive; it is not a being, but rather, 

the lack of being, a privation, and a negation. Hence, there can be no question 

of its being created since it is not something positive”. Therefore, Origen did 

not believe that God created evil because, to him, God who is ultimately positive 

cannot be associated with anything negative. 

Marcus Minacious Felix: He was also a contemporary of Tertullian from 

Algeria in North Africa. His work title Octavio’s, through an apology of 

Christianity, has philosophy attached to it. He [a dialogue between him and his 

two friends Octavius a Christian convert and cattails. It is Octavius's response 

to Natalis, their pagan friend. To him, a person's search for the self should lead 

him into an investigation of the world and God; unlike animals, the human 

person is capable of reasoning which makes him like God. It is the reasoning 

that enables the human person to perceive that behind the ordered universe there 

exists a divine being by which nature is governed, nourished, moved, and 

inspired. Even nature testifies to the existence of the being. The human intellect 

is limited and for this reason, it cannot comprehend God. To him, “in short, true 

knowledge of God is Christianity”. On ethical living, he said the lives of the 

Christian and non-Christian standard of living and their heroic acts testify to the 

truth of their religion because they find true freedom in them. In such freedom 

as quoted by Makumba, he says, “let us enjoy our hour of happiness and keep 

our sense of right within due bounds. Superstition should be repressed, impiety 

did away with, and true religion kept untouched” (Makumba 2007). 

Saint Aurelius Augustine: St. Augustine was born in North Africa in A.D. 354 

in Takase which was then a town in that part of North Africa known as Algeria 

(Fatokun, early church 96). According to Omoregbe, his mother was a devout 

Christian, but his father (Patricius) was not a Christian. So, he was brought up 

as Christian by founded by Mani) in the third century A.D. Augustine was 

drifted from faith in his early life during studies but became a real Christian 

after he has become a professor of rhetoric under the message of St. Ambrose-

the bishop of Milan in Italy where he travelled to. On his return to hippo as a 

Christian, he decided to live the rest of this life for God and founded a small 

monastic community. He was later ordained a priest by the bishop of hippo 

whom Augustine eventually succeeded when he became bishop 1990). As a 

renowned philosopher, St. Augustine refuted the skepticism of some 

philosophers (especially the sophists) who doubted the possibility of knowing 

anything for certain. To him, anyone who doubts the possibility of knowing 

anything for certain knows at least one thing for certain, and that is the fact that 

he, is doubting. To those who doubted the existence of anything (sophist 
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Georgias), he says, “anybody who doubts the existence of all things, is at least 

sure of his existence and even his every doubt is a confirmation of his existence 

for he would not be able to doubt anything if he did not exist. And if anyone 

thinks he is being deceived of being in existence-even to be deceived is proof 

of one’s existence (Lawhead 2002). 

St. Augustine was a Platonist philosopher. Plato held that “the objects of true 

knowledge are not material things on this world but the eternal truth of ideas 

which are immutable. Thus, immutable ideas are in “the world of form” or “the 

world of ideas”, but St. Augustine believed they are in the mind of God, as the 

exemplars of patterns of creations. To him, when we acquire true knowledge, it 

means that our mind perceives and grasps these eternal, immutable, and 

immaterial objects or ideas. The human mind is not eternal, not immutable or 

consistent but able to perceive and grasp the eternal, not immutable or consistent 

but able to perceive and grasp the eternal truths or ideas which are superior to it 

because, it receives divine aid of divine illumination from divine light, thereby 

acquiring true and certain knowledge. Plato taught that in the world of ideas, it 

is the idea of good that illuminates all the other ideas as the sun illuminates 

material objects. Plato compared the ideas of good to the sun. but, in the 

philosophy of St Augustine, Plato’s world of ideas becomes the mind of God, 

St. Augustine affirms that every effect points to and reveals its cause and from 

an effect, one can proceed to the cause of such event. Similarly, from the 

creation, one can proceed to the creator, for creation points to and reveals the 

creator. God is the perfect and eternal standard of beauty, goodness, and the 

degree of explanation of anything. To St. Augustine, if God does not exist how 

did the whole human race become convinced of his existence and how can we 

explain the universal conviction. St. Augustine held that God created every 

creature in germinal or inchoate form, having all the various species that will 

eventually develop (Omorege 1990). 

On ethics, St. Augustine says that God has impressed the moral law on the heart 

of every human being so that nobody can be ignorant of the fundamental moral 

principles. To him, man’s will have been weakened to do evil by original sin. 

Hence, without God’s help (God’s grace), man is unable to do anything well. St 

Augustine exclaimed that there is the city of man and the city of God. Those 

who are motivated by the love of God and serve the moral laws are the citizen 

of the city of God, while those who are motivated by self-love and flout the 

moral law thereby turning away from God and living evil lives are citizens of 

the city of man. He wondered how evil comes into his world since God who is 

eternally good created all things well. He then holds that everything created is 

substance and is good but evil is to a substance. To him, if evil were substances, 

it will be good. Therefore, it does not make sense to ask, “who created evil since 

it is not a positive entity or substance. As regards moral evil, St. Augustine says 



156  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

that it has no other source beyond the free will of a man who makes an evil 

choice. The cause of moral evil is man’s misuse of his free will. St. Augustine 

holds that time is a mental phenomenon, it exists only in the mind. For it is the 

human mind which in the present passing moment remembers and expects, 

thereby consisting of the past and the future. He believes that God is outside the 

realm of eternal. For God, there is no future, no past; everything is eternally 

present to him. He neither remembers nor expects since all things are eternally 

present to him (Lawhead 2002) 

 

Conclusion and Implication 

The above review shows that African philosophy has an ancient history and, 

Africa has produced philosophers whose thoughts have been influential and 

inspirational to the philosophers in the western world and the continent of 

Africa from time immemorial. Thus, the impacts of African philosophers and 

their philosophies remain indelible not only in the ancient period but also 

through the medieval period to the modern and the contemporary periods. 

The review also revealed the relevance of ancient African Christian philosophy 

on Christianity of different eras. The philosophical ideas of ancient African 

philosophers have led the solid foundations of Christian worldviews and has 

influenced the religious beliefs and practices of Christianity today. 
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