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Abstract 
Security is synonymous to freedom from danger, fear and doubt among 

others.  Security relates to the presence of peace, safety, happiness and the 

protection of human and physical resources or the absence of crisis. 

Security can therefore be described as freedom from threat or violence 

which could lead to the loss of lives and property. Security is presently a 

major challenge all over Nigeria as both Nigerians and non-Nigerians are 

killed on daily basis and in their numbers. The United Nations building and 

the Police Headquarters at the Federal Capital were bombed. Though the 

government claims to be on top of the situation, the problem persists. There 

is a positive relationship between security and development.  National 

development cannot be realized when there is insecurity because security is 

essential for development. 
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Introduction 
Nigeria has witnessed an 

unprecedented security challenge 

occasioned by the activities of 

militants, kidnappers, terrorists, 

bandits, violence, political 

assassination, ritual killings and 
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armed robbery in almost all parts of the country.  When put together, the 

prevalence of insecurity impinges on the lives and property of both Nigerian 

citizens and foreigners living or even trying to invest in the country.  This social 

menace triggers off a worrisome sense of insecurity that challenge Nigeria’s 

efforts towards national economic development. It also scares the attraction of 

foreign investment and its contributions to economic development in Nigeria.  

A stable security is required for investment, increasing output and growth.  

Safety and security are enjoyed where perceived incompatibility, feelings of 

deprivation, victimization and threats between two or more people are curtailed 

through effective conflict resolution. An active collaboration in crime 

prevention by the community and security apparatuses in the society are 

essential for the maintenance of internal security. People are now resolute to 

play a lot of complementary roles in ensuring peace, safety and security of their 

communities rather than depending solely on the state security agencies. 

Consequently, they have had contributions in final decisions on their security 

in recent times which informed the proliferation of many private security 

companies and community-based security groups. National security is required 

to maintain the survival of the state through the use of economic power, 

diplomacy and political power. According to Otto et al. (2012), security should 

be the responsibility of all and sundry and not restricted to government, the 

police force or security agencies.   

 

Statement of the Problem 

In Nigeria, many forms of violent crimes have become common such as 

kidnapping of people for ransom, pipeline vandalization, Boko Haram 

bombings, rape, political violence, cultism and more. Insecurity in Nigeria is 

currently a national concern as Otto et al. (2012) observed that the Nigerian 

society is getting more and more insecured, more people are involved in crimes 

and they are becoming more ruthless, desperate, and sophisticated. In some 

instances, whole villages are sacked because of minor political differences and 

villagers get displaced and become refugees. Public and private institutions are 

attacked and vandalized by terrorists, the United Nations building and the 

Nigerian police headquarters were bombed and scores of people killed, the 

Nigerian Defense Academy (NDA) was attacked by the terrorists and some 

soldiers were killed and others kidnapped.  The focus of this study is to examine:  

What roles should the government and its security agencies play to maintain 
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internal security in Nigeria?   How has insecurity affected national development 

in Nigeria? How can the problem of insecurity be solved in Nigeria? 

 

Significance of the Study 

The study shall provide an analysis of the nature, causes and effect of insecurity 

on national development in Nigeria with a view to determine measures to 

mitigate and eliminate the trend. It shall also serve a veritable source of 

information on issues of insecurity and national development in Nigeria. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

Modernization Theory  

Modernization Theory was propounded by Reyes in 2001. He defined 

modernization theory as a systematic process to move underdeveloped countries 

to a more sophisticated level of development. The focus of Modernisation 

theory is cultural change directed at institutional structures in non-industrialized 

countries. Modernisation theory explains inequality within or between states by 

identifying different values, systems and ideas held by different nation states. 

Modernisation theory stresses the importance of political development and also 

acknowledges social and cultural reforms. The theory is a by-product of a 

political reaction against oppression which treats national development.  

 

Literature Review  

National Security 

Security means protection from hidden and hurtful disruptions in the patterns 

of daily life in homes, offices or communities. Security may also be defined as 

the state of being safe or secure from danger and other vices. Security may also 

be defined as protection against disastrous occurrences, threats or danger 

(Wehmeier and Ashby, 2002). Essentially, security must be related to the 

presence of peace, safety, happiness and the protection of human and physical 

resources or the absence of crisis, threats to human existence etc. At the 

inception of every government, the President or Governor swears to an oath to 

among other things protect life and property. Security is a key concern of all 

tiers of government in Nigeria.  

Security is the protection of people and properties against damage, injury or loss 

from internal and external causes. Albert (2003) sees security as involving the 

survival of the state and the protection of individuals and groups within the 
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state. National Security was traditionally perceived as building up defence and 

security manpower, and amassing or collecting weapon systems so that in the 

event of a threat situation, the state could meet the challenge. The state often 

channels all her energy and resources to military manpower and armaments in 

order to maintain national security. These conceptualizations of national 

security show that the state equips the military system in terms of training its 

personnel and armament acquisition to enhance national security. In the modern 

world, national security has taken a new dimension to embrace social, 

economic, cultural, political, environmental and technological variables.  

Lack of press freedom, obnoxious laws and policies, food insecurity, bad 

governance and ineffective leadership constitute critical security threats to any 

nation. While recognizing the need for nations to have military forces, 

McNamara (1968) insisted that security and development are closely related 

because there cannot be any reasonable development in the absence of adequate 

security.  In a modern society, security means development. Security is not 

limited to military hard ware, nor to traditional military activity.  security 

promotes development, and without security, there can be no development.  A 

developing nation that does not develop its security cannot remain secured.   

Governments must look beyond mere equipping and applying defence and 

security forces in the search for national security. Rather, they should give more 

attention to those factors that challenges national development such as poverty, 

unemployment, hunger and starvation, low technological development, lack of 

social amenities, obnoxious laws and policies and abuse of human’s rights. 

Security policy should have political accommodation as a primary and 

persistent aim. The adverse effects of identifying security almost exclusively 

with military strength was evident throughout the cold war when security was 

conceived in a technical and mechanistic military ware that saw politics out of 

strategy and reduces it to military accounting.  Obasanjo (1999) conceives 

national security as the aggregate of the security interest of all individuals, 

communities, ethnic groups and the entire political entity. Thus, he argues that 

the preservation of the safety of Nigerians at home and abroad and elimination 

of corruption, pursuit of development, progress and the improvement of the 

welfare and quality of life of every citizen of Nigeria constitute our national 

security concern. He further sees national security as the aggregation of security 

interest of individuals, political entities, human association and ethnic groups, 

that make up the nation.  
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The security interest includes safety of life and property, economic, 

psychological, mental well-being and freedom to pursue the attainment of 

legitimate objectives without hindrance.  In the developing countries, security 

is conceived as the basic level of the struggle for survival.  Therefore, in order 

to provide an integrated African security assessment, the non-military 

dimensions of security should be added. Henceforth, African security as a 

concept should be applied in its broadest sense to include economic security, 

social security, environmental security, food security, quality of life and 

technological security.  

Insecurity is a fear of the unknown, it is a state of being unable to protect lives 

and property or being vulnerable to damage, injury or loss from both internal 

and external causes. There are various types of insecurity such as job insecurity, 

food insecurity, political insecurity, economic insecurity, financial insecurity, 

social insecurity, demographic insecurity, gender/sexual insecurity, health 

insecurity, environmental insecurity, relationship insecurity, religious 

insecurity, moral insecurity and insecurity complex. 

 

National Development 

Development connotes positive progressive changes in the society concerned. 

National development generally refers to the sustained, concerted actions of 

policy makers and communities that promote the standard of living and 

economic health of a nation. It can also be referred to as the quantitative and 

qualitative changes in the economy. Such actions can involve multiple areas 

including development of human capital, critical infrastructure, regional 

competitiveness, environmental sustainability, social inclusion, health, safety, 

literacy and other initiatives.  

Development economics emerged in the post second war world years and since 

then, the meaning of economic development had really not been fixed and 

consistent. Between the 1940s to the early 1960s, development was seen as 

synonymous with economic growth.  Harrod and Domar (1957), among others 

proposed models of development, generally identifying structural changes, 

savings and investments as the source of economic development and growth. It 

was assumed that as the economy grows and output increases, there will be 

more happiness and improved welfare arising from the larger pull of resources 

which if well distributed would have generally improved the well-being of the 

masses. The basic assumption was that in so much as the economy grows, 
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trickledown effect will lead to improvement for everybody in the economy and 

standard of living would generally improve. The 1960s was seen as the 

development decade. Growth targets were set and, in several cases, achieved.  

Development therefore means a growing economy in addition to even 

distribution of resources and reduction in poverty, unemployment, inflation and 

other social undesirables.  In the 1970s, capacity became a key determinant in 

the definition of development. The ability to understand nature and transform it 

to meet human needs became the focus of the definition.  A developed economy 

was one that had a high capacity to transform nature and its inter-human 

environment to meet the needs of man.  Development defines a dialectical 

phenomenon in which man and society interact with their physical, biological 

and inter-human environments transforming them to better humanity at large 

and being transformed in the process. Development therefore connotes a high 

ability to exploit nature for the improvement of the greatest good of the greatest 

number in society. Sustainable development could be defined as development 

of today that does not compromise the development of tomorrow (the next 

generation).  

National development can be defined as “the process of improving the quality 

of human life through increasing per capita income, reducing poverty, and 

enhancing individual economic opportunities. It also includes better education, 

improved health and nutrition, conservation of natural resources, a clean 

environment and a richer cultural life” (Penn State University, 2008).  Vital 

variables of national development include: 

 i) structural change, not only because economic growth brings about 

complementary changes in various aspects of the economy, such as the sector 

compositions of output and employment, organization of industry, etc but also 

these changes in turn affect growth” hence, it can be seen through the 

development of an economy.  

ii) external influence on government and international institutions such as the 

World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as well as 

Multinational Corporations (MNCs) that have the potential to decrease 

government control in its own country causing a loss of legitimacy. Political 

instability deals with the potential or actual change in the political system and 

the opportunities evolving from such changes. Policy instability refers to the 

instability in government policies.   
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iii) environmental conditions, which refer to “any change to the environment, 

whether adverse or beneficial, wholly or partially resulting from an 

organizations activities, products or services”.  

 

National Security and Development 

Security is critical to development because an economy that lacks adequate 

security is not likely to offer welfare improvements which development proxies. 

Insecurity took a great toll on oil production in Nigeria between 1999 and 2008.  

Nigeria was producing at about 10% of its potentials of 3.4 million barrels of 

crude oil per day in 2007. The current cost of petroleum production in Nigeria 

is higher than it was before 1999 because of the declining level of security   

Insecurity also increases the unit cost of doing business in Nigeria.  Apart from 

the fall in output and the increase in unit cost of production, many firms in 

different industries relocated away from the Niger Delta in particular. Some 

industries such as Michelin and Dunlop left the country completely. Gbenga 

and Augoye, 2011) argued that an insecure environment impinges directly on 

development, disenfranchises communities, contributes to poverty, distorts 

economies, creates instability and stunts political development. In Nigeria, apart 

from the millions of people who had been killed in course of one security breach 

or another, sources of livelihood were destroyed, families got disintegrated and 

social infrastructure were destroyed.  

Insecurity is a result of malignant environment dominated by man’s 

insensitivity to man. Many people in authority take advantage of their positions 

to force down policies that impoverish ‘the many’ in so much as it benefits them 

and a few others. The discourse about petroleum subsidy is a case in point. All 

Nigerians (the rich and the poor) use petrol either for generators to power 

electricity for household, factories or farms. All Nigerians travel or transport 

and products are powered by fuel. Raising the cost of fuel too high impacts 

negatively the welfare of all Nigerians especially the poor and this is capable of 

generating a social revolt. Most Nigerians and particularly the leaders are 

concerned mainly with how much enters their pockets no matter how that 

happens.  

Ethnicity and corruption are different manifestations of the afore-mentioned 

situation. And this could be pushed to high levels (Joseph, 2011). The justice 

delivery system also does not encourage the fight against insecurity. Offenders 

of grievous cases may get very light sentences where they are not completely 
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let go because of the important position and wealth while the poor are highly 

penalized for trivial offences. How does one reconcile a situation where people 

caught with fresh human skull and are charged to court, only to be released on 

bail? often, it is the innocent who is arrested and punished.  

 

Causes of Insecurity in Nigeria 

Insecurity is a fear of the unknown, a feeling of absence of safety and a state of 

being unable to protect lives and property. It varies and includes job, political, 

economic, social and environmental insecurity to mention but a few. Insecurity 

can be caused by the imposition of unpopular policies, corruption, 

unemployment, poverty, terrorism, external influence, inequality and uneven 

development. Insecurity in Nigeria can be attributed to the following factors: 

a. Imposition of unpopular policies - Nigeria is yet to get a leader who will make 

policies that the majority of her citizens will embrace and support. More often 

than not, policies are foisted on people despite their opposition and disapproval. 

One of such policies was removal of fuel subsidy and deregulation of the 

downstream sector of the economy on January 1, 2012 by the Jonathan led 

government against people’s opposition and protest. This unpopular policy 

culminated into mass protest, crisis and violent demonstration as the youths 

engaged the police in a fight for two hours and threw missiles which led to the 

use of live bullets by the security agents. The security agents using live bullets 

caused the death of some protesters while many others sustained injuries in the 

violent demonstration that followed the removal of fuel subsidy. 

b. Corruption - This is one social vice that is the bane of development of Nigeria 

despite her huge human and material resources. Corruption constitutes a run on 

the economy of any nation. This is the reason most governments in the world 

do not treat issues of corruption with kid gloves. In Nigeria, corruption seems 

to have defied solution despite the measures and campaign against it. Though, 

government has set up agencies like Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) and Independent Corrupt Practices and other related 

offences Commission (ICPC) as well as an enabling Act, but there is lack of 

political will to fight corruption. The global anti-corruption watchdog, 

Transparency International ranked Nigeria 143 out of 182 countries in its 2011 

Corruption Perceptions Index. Conversion of public funds to personal use 

remains pervasive.  
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c. Unemployment - In Nigeria today, unemployment is soaring very high 

because critical infrastructure like roads, constant power and water supply 

needed to create jobs is not put in place by the government despite promises 

made to fix them.  In 2007, eight million Nigerians were unemployed. The 

figure rose to 10 million in 2008 and hit 18 million in 2011. (NBS) Armed 

robbery, kidnapping, gangsterism and other vices are not unrelated to the high 

rate of unemployment in the country and across the states. No country can afford 

to have millions of unemployed youths. This army of the unemployed can 

become a nuisance to society. It is a time bomb that must be diffused. It is sad 

and disheartening to see sound graduates of different disciplines being 

unemployed for about eight years after graduation from even our first-

generation universities or to see them selling recharge cards. This type of 

disguised unemployment is not healthy for the economy”. 

d. Poverty - This is a social problem occasioned by unemployment, corruption 

and other factors like insecurity.  As unemployment rate increases, poverty level 

also rises.  Nigeria’s poverty profile shows that at least 112.6 million of 

Nigerians or 69 percent of the country’s population are living below the poverty 

level. In the report by the Statistician-General of Nigeria, the highest poverty 

areas are within the north-east geopolitical zone (Oshodi, 2012). In 2011, 

poverty level rose to almost 70 percent. According to Ekpo, (Sources??) the 

situation appears to have deteriorated because 11 percent of those with doctorate 

degrees could not find employment.  

e. Terrorism/Suicide Bombing - In many parts of the country especially north 

east, security of lives and property have been undermined due to the activities 

of Boko Haram, a Nigerian Islamic militant group that is opposed to western 

education, but seeks the imposition of sharia laws in 12 states of Nigeria. The 

group has engaged in suicide bombings in different parts of the country that led 

to the loss of many lives and destruction of properties.  

f. Defective Intelligence Gathering and Coordination on the part of security 

agencies - There is absence of effective information and intelligence gathering 

among the security agencies in Nigeria. For example, in the fight against 

terrorism, the Nigeria Police Force and State Security Service are enmeshed in 

unhealthy rivalry. According to Obi (2012),”by publicly discrediting the Police, 

members of the public have been told, in no unmistakable terms, that the Police 

and the SSS are working at cross roads or purposes. The public has known that 
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there is no co-ordination between the two sister agencies; that they don’t share 

information and /or intelligence reports”.  

g. Inadequate funding - The security agencies which include the Police, DIA, 

Army, Navy, Airforce and State Security Service are not adequately funded and 

equipped to match the Boko Haram militant group. These inadequacies on the 

part of the security agencies give hoodlums and perpetuators of attacks on 

security the leverage to attack the security system of the country.  

h. External influence - Since the terrorist attack on the United States of America 

in September, 2001 by Late Osama Bin Laden led Al Queda Network, terrorist 

groups have sprung up and spread across the length and breadth of the globe, 

including Nigeria.  Abu Qaqa, the spokesman of Boko Haram told Vanguard 

newspaper in November, 2011 that “al-Queda assists Boko Haram and any 

Muslim group struggling to establish an Islamic state. Abu’s statement was 

corroborated by General Azazi who pointed out that many members of Boko 

Haram had received training in Afghanistan, Yemen, Pakistan, Somalia, Chad, 

Mauritania and Algeria. Besides, General Ham, the most senior America officer 

who specializes on Africa said that there is a strong tie between Boko Haram 

and Al-shabab (Obi, 2012).  The recent terrorist attacks in different parts of the 

country especially north east have shown that there is infiltration from outside 

Nigeria. According to Suswan (2012), membership of the Boko Haram sect 

transcends beyond Nigeria to include Niger Republic, Chad, Mali and some 

North African countries. It is most likely that the youths who call themselves 

Boko Haram or terrorists receive training and possibly funding from foreign 

elements. This is evident in the type of weapons they use and from the expertise 

that they have displayed in the preparation of improved explosive devices. 

These are pointers to the fact that there is foreign involvement in the terrorism 

going on in Nigeria”.  

 

Effects of Insecurity on National Development in Nigeria 

It must be realized that insecurity of a nation often affects every other 

development index.  Therefore, the economic development of Nigeria is 

intricately linked to its national security. The effects of insecurity on national 

development in Nigeria includes the following: 

Disruption of Economic Activities - With pervasive insecurity comes internal 

displacement of people and the crippling of economic activities in the war-

affected areas. We have witnessed the virtual death of economic activities in the 
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north-eastern states of Nigeria over the last decade due to the violent Boko 

Haram insurgency. We have also seen how agricultural produce in Benue and a 

number of other north-central states of Nigeria have been badly affected by the 

herdsmen-farmers clashes. Insecurity in these states has also created internal 

refugees within the country. As a result, people in the refugee camps are not 

able to contribute to economic activities. 

Decrease in Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) - National insecurity can reduce 

the confidence of foreign investors in a nation that has massive security 

challenges. Investors’ confidence can be weakened where there is weak and 

ineffective government response to the security challenges. According to the 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), FDI flows 

to Nigeria averaged $5.3 billion annually from 2005-2007. However, UNCTAD 

data shows FDI to Nigeria averaged $3.3 billion from 2015-2019, a period that 

has been marked by heightened and widespread insecurity in the country. 

Insecurity is one of the major reasons for Nigeria’s unattractiveness for foreign 

investments. 

Declined Innovation - Nigerians are creative people. Nigerians in diaspora are 

among the leaders in innovation and change in many sectors. Heightened 

insecurity has made a lot of people become more risk-averse in terms of the 

places they go to and the people they interact with. Travelling from one city to 

another in Nigeria has become a game of chance and death-dodging for many 

people. As a result of the vicious circle of insecurity in Nigeria, people are afraid 

to move around freely in the country and many opportunities in business are 

being lost. Under such atmosphere; creativity is diminished and innovation 

which is a vital engine needed to drive change and growth in Nigeria drastically 

declined. Security is what can give citizens the space to reflect and be creative 

and innovative. 

Increase in Brain Drain - Nigeria is losing its best brains on a daily basis through 

mass emigration to Western countries. Canada seems to be the country of 

preference for most Nigerians due to its open-door policy for qualified migrants. 

The search for a better quality of life is the main reason for the mass emigration 

of Nigerian doctors and other health professionals. The prospect for the good 

life is being jeopardised in the country by insecurity and by its negative impact 

on economic opportunities. 

National Isolation - Tourists do not visit unsafe places. Insecurity in Nigeria has 

led to many countries advising their citizens not to travel to many parts of 
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Nigeria. The British Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), for instance, 

advises British nationals against travelling to sixteen states of Nigeria. With 

such dire warning, fewer foreigners will make Nigeria a destination of choice. 

The moment a national government advises citizens against travel to another 

country, or parts of it; all travel and other insurance covers automatically 

become invalid for those who go against the travel advice. Only specialist 

insurance will be available at very high cost if you travel to such places against 

the travel advice. Hence, continued insecurity can lead to isolation of the 

country by default. 

Disproportionate Defence Spending Vis-à-vis Other Economic Sectors: In 

response to the increasing insecurity in Nigeria, the government has allocated 

hundreds of billions of naira to defence and security-related expenditure. These 

are large sums of money that should have been used for the development of 

many sectors in the economy, especially in the education and health sectors. 

The domestic economic impact of this exorbitant defence expenditure is further 

devalued as long as it is mostly foreign procurement-based. This is not helpful 

to the growth of the economy. 

 

Conclusion  

Insecurity constitutes a great threat to the nation development in Nigeria. 

Corruption, unemployment, poverty, terrorism, imposition of unpopular 

policies and inter-ethnic conflicts have outnumbered international conflicts 

causing several millions of deaths including civilians and annihilating basic 

public services, state institutions and generating extensive poverty among the 

populace. Insecurity occasioned by the activities of militants, kidnappers, 

violent armed robbers, terrorists and bandits in the country has truncated the 

dream of achieving national development in Nigeria. Adequate security and 

economic development can be achieved if the government provide effective 

leadership and good governance, ensuring well equipped and coordinated 

security and enhancing intelligence gathering mechanism through synergy 

between Nigeria and the international community.  

 

Recommendations  

1. Efforts should be intensified in bringing under control the spate of 

general insecurity that currently afflicts Nigeria. 
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2. Effective leadership, good governance and political will should be 

promoted to solve problems of insecurity, unemployment and poverty in 

Nigeria.  

3. Nigeria should determine to safeguard citizens and her resources against 

any attack from within or outside the country. 

4. The government should establish a well equipped, adequately 

coordinated security and effective intelligence gathering to deal with the 

criminal elements. 

5. Government should provide an enabling environment for job opportunity 

in order to reduce the rate of unemployment in Nigeria. 

6.  There should be synergy between Nigeria and the international 

community for necessary collaboration and assistance to deal with the 

criminals in Nigeria. 

7. The leaders should maintain equity in distribution of national resources, 

exhibit patriotism without nepotism in national appointment.  
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