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Abstract 
The controversy surrounding the issue of negotiation with terrorists as well 

as the idea of ripeness as a condition for peace dialogue has been dominant 

in peace and conflict resolution literature. This study seeks to find out 

whether the right moment to initiate peace talks with Boko Haram (BH) 

insurgent has come. Two Northeastern States of Bornu and Yobe were 

randomly selected for the study.  The sample of the study was 306 

respondents randomly picked from the six tertiar institutions in the two 

States. The instrument for data collection was a self-designed questionnaire 

titled Strategies of combating Boko Haram insurgency in Northeastern 

Nigeria Questionnaire” which was validated by three experts from Social 

Studies Department, Federal College of Education, Katsina, Social 

Development Department, Idris Alooma Polytechnic, Geidam and 

Psychology and Counselling Department, Federal College of Education, 

Kontagora respectively. A reliability coefficient of 0.92 was obtained. From 

the result of the study, it was discovered that negotiation strategy cannot be 

used to address the issue of insurgency in the Northeastern part of Nigeria. 

The findings from the study also showed that BH is not planning to restore 
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Islamimc Shariah in Nigeria.  Short term measures which include economic 

empowerment and human capital development of Nigerian youth, 

addressing grievances underlying the crisis and denial of insurgents 

operating space among others were some of the recommendations made. 

 

Keywords: Boko Haram, Peace initiative, Negotiation, Conflict, Ripeness, 

Insurgency 

 

 

Introduction 
Conflicts of various forms and 

dimensions were witnessed in Nigeria 

before amalgamation in 1914. 

However, the trend of hostility 

continued even after independence in 

1960 probably because of 

mismanagement of national resources, 

political repression and to some extent 

electoral manipulation. As such, this 

led to a series of riots and political 

upheavals that eventually brought the 

first republic to a halt. Ethnic rivalry 

within the rank and file of the military 

and political class resulted in a 30 

months’ civil war, 1967-70 (Ahmed, 

2009). Meanwhile, (Adesoji, 2010) 

provides   chronological data on the 

various uprisings in Nigeria since the 

Maitatsine crisis of 1980s. These are 

Kano city riot of October 1982, the 

protest against Nigeria’s membership 

of the Organization of Islamic 

Conference (OIC) in 1986, Katsina - 

Kaduna - Zaria -Funtua religious riots 

of March 1987 and Kaduna 

Polytechnic riot of 1988. Others are 

the Kano riot of October 1991, the 

Zangon-Kataf crisis of May 1992, 

Kano civil disturbance of December 

1991and the Jos ethno-religious crisis 

of April 1994, which was recurring 

from time to time.  In addition, he 

stated that there were about twenty-

eight other clashes reported between 

1999 and 2008, the most outstanding 

was the Shagamu crisis of July1999.  

Apart from these, a number of protests 

and agitations have been witnessed 

including the opposition to the 

annulled June 12, 1993 presidential 

elections as well as emergence of 

regional militant groups. These 

include the Movement for 

Emancipation of Niger Delta 

(MEND),Odua Peoples’ Congress 

(OPC) and the Movement for the 

Actualization of the Sovereign State 

of Biafra (MASSOB).   

 

Review of Instant Literature  

The people of Nigeria in general and 

those who live in the north-east in 

particular would ever remember the 

period between 2009 and 2015 as the 

terrifying era in the history of the 

region. It was the time, an indigenous 
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Salafist da’awah group Jama'atu Ahlis Sunnah Lidda'awati Wal-Jihad 

popularly known as Boko Haram turned to become brutal and dreadful. The 

clampdown on sect members by Nigerian security operatives within the period 

under review as well as extra-judicial killing of Mohammed Yusuf, the sect 

leader triggered violent reactions of BH in the region and the country in general 

(Perouse de Montclos, 2014, Falode, 2016, Adeniyi, 2017).   

Meanwhile, Scholars such as Salihi (2012), Olojo (2013), Onuoha (2014) traced 

the existence of the group as far back as 1990s as Muslim Youth Association 

called Shabaab.  The group was at the time under the control of one Lawal 

Abubakar, who made Maiduguri, Borno State capital the headquarters of the 

organization. Consequently, late Mohammed Yusuf assumed the leadership of 

the group following Lawal’s departure for further studies at the University of 

Medina in Saudi Arabia.  However, Mohammad (2010) argued that Yusuf was 

not the actual person to succeed Lawal as he was not the next in hierarchy to 

the departed leader. To satisfy his leadership ego, Yusuf, therefore, staged a 

palace coup against his seniors in the movement using corruption to indict them. 

What might be the future of an envisaged Islamic state the movement planned 

to establish, if the organization is immersed in leadership rancour right from its 

formative stage? 

In the early 2000s, when the group became known to the public in Borno and 

Yobe States, it was called “Yusufiyya” or “Nigerian Taliban” and later as Boko 

Haram.  The International Crisis Group(2014) observed that even though Boko 

Haram followed the paths of Maitatsine, it has however, drawn some concepts 

and  passion from contemporary extremist Muslim groups such as al-Qaeda, al-

Shabaab and others within the African continent.  As such, the talents and 

capabilities acquired from such groups have made it more perilous than 

Maitatsine. 

 Walker (2012) however, described Yusuf’s group as some of “the survivors of 

the Nigerian Taliban” who were massacred by security personnels in 2003, in 

Kanamma area of Yobe State. This encounter with the security operatives was 

perhaps responsible for the group’s subsequent attacks on the inhabitants of 

Damaturu, the capital of Yobe State and Bama, Damboa and Gwoza in Borno 

State as well as police stations and attempted prison breaks across the geo-

political zones (Mohammad, 2014). However, in 2005, an important military 

operation was conducted along the Nigeria-Cameroon border, which 

disorganized the group, but they latter came together under the leadership of 

Mohammad Yusuf (Walker, 2012). 
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Meanwhile, Boko Haram uprising continued unchecked for a week according 

to Adesoji(2010) from 25 July to 30 July 2009 and escalated from Borno which 

witnessed more revolts probably because it was the home base of the group’s 

leadership to other states of Bauchi, Kano and Yobe.   He argued further that 

these revolts were prompted by the attack on the movement’s camp at 

DutsenTanshi in Bauchi State on July 26, 2009 by a joint security operative. 

Unfortunately, this triggered vengeance mission some hours later by the group 

members on police stations across the region.  In another narration, the July 

2009 crisis deteriorated into a full-scale armed attack aiming at State Police 

Headquarters, stations and officer’s residents in order to launch an Islamic state 

in Maiduguri as well as other towns in the North. However, an aggressive 

military clampdown left more than 800 dead, with high rate of casualty from 

Boko Haram (ICG, 2014).  Relative peace was however, restored after the arrest 

and killing of late Mohammed Yusuf, BujiFoi and Baba Fugu by the Police. 

Nevertheless, the group’s belief was that the former Governor of Borno State, 

Modu Sheriff, demanded for the killings of the three men to conceal his link 

with the sect. This, no doubt resulted in violent attacks carried out by the group 

on security agents and innocent people. 

 A highly structured hierarchy of command exists within Boko Haram with 

Abubakar Shekau at the apex of the organization. Next to him, is the 30-member 

Shura Council, which is the group's top decision-making body (Walker, 2012). 

Various cells are supervised and directed by the Boko Haram council. A cell is 

the responsibility of each member of the Shura Council, and each cell within a 

geographical area has a specific but distinct task. Most of the actions of the 

group are agreed upon at council level; however, Abubakar Shekau makes 

certain decisions without reference to the council (Omenma, Hendricks and 

Ajaebili, 2020). There exists eleven departments within Boko Haram structure 

which include combat troops to engage security forces; suicide bombings, 

kidnappings, members' and surviving family members' welfare, intelligence 

collection and surveillance, recruiting and training, explosive device 

development, medical committee, plant explosives, public enlightenment, and 

stealing of cars for use in attacks (Omenma, Hendricks and  Ajaebili, 2020). 

Undoubtedly, analysts asserted that BH expansion was facilitated by structural 

factors such as poverty in the north, distrust between Muslims and Christians, 

lack  of confidence in the state, porous borders and inability of security forces 

to curtail the activities of insurgents at the onset of the crisis (Torbjornsson & 
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Jonsson, 2017). Other drivers of BH insurgency include unemployment, 

misunderstanding of Islam, ethnic as well as political and religious dimensions 

(Kolo, 2017). Socio-economically, the lives and property lost to insurgency in 

the north east and other parts of Nigeria is unquantifiable for there is no 

available database for day to day and place to place killings and destructions by 

insurgents. However, it is on record that socio-economic activities in the 

affected areas are destabilized. These include education, businesses and all 

forms of farming which have adversely resulted in food scarcity and other 

commodities (Kolo, 2017) 

 Studies such as Byman, (2006), Stewart, (2020) revealed that negotiating with 

terrorists by democratically elected governments have generated debate among 

scholars and conflict resolution experts over the years. The first group of 

scholars argued that the trend disorganizes political systems and undermines the 

goals of the global war on terror as well as set a precarious pattern for 

legitimizing terrorism.  However, Toros (2008) argued that negotiations may 

influence a militant group to alter its violent behaviour.  According to her, it 

may in the first place provide the militants with the channel to express their 

grievances. Secondly, negotiations may reinforce the nonviolent faction within 

the group that is disposed to peaceful resolution of the conflict. And thirdly, the 

process may progressively transform the militants towards nonviolence. She 

argues further that the controversial issues of legitimacy and complexity of 

terrorist groups have been utilized to achieve peaceful resolution of the 

Northern Ireland conflict as well as the GRP-MILF peace accord in the 

Philippines.  These, of course, negate the current position of the Nigerian 

Government not to negotiate with BH simply because they are terrorists. 

Meanwhile, Neumann (2007) pointed out that there is an inconsistency between 

what governments publicly proclaim and do in reality.  He, therefore, asserts 

that democratic governments do engage in dialogue with terrorists depending 

on their readiness. For example, the British and Spanish governments secretly 

negotiated with the IRA in 1991 and ETA in1998 respectively despite their 

continued violence.  This is why Cronin (2010) noted that engaging in 

negotiation with terrorists does not immediately end terror violence as studies 

revealed that: 

About half of the negotiating groups in our study have 

continued their attacks, though typically at a lower level 

of intensity and frequency. Still, among those 18 percent 
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of groups that negotiated, the proportion of talks that 

clearly failed was small: about one in ten. On the other 

hand, in the remaining nine cases of talks that trundled 

on, very few groups actually achieved their ends through 

negotiations. The classic pattern is for groups either to 

cease to exist for other reasons, or to remain in periodic 

talks that drag on and on with interruptions and periodic 

setbacks, lacking either dramatic successes or outright 

failure 

 

This is an indication that the issue of negotiation with terrorists is to a large 

extent, at the choice of a government and its allies in a fight with an insurgent 

group. The success or otherwise depends on the commitment of the parties 

involved among other factors.  

Analysing peace resolutions between conflicting parties is a complex 

responsibility because of the distinctive nature of each conflict under 

investigation. Nonetheless, studies revealed that certain variables are causal to 

the success and failure of peace negotiations. Hampson (1996) examines causal 

connection between the following autonomous variables in the achievement and 

failure in conflict resolutions: First, ripeness or readiness of conflict for 

resolution; second, the function of a third party facilitator; third, the nature of a 

peace agreement and finally, the role played by a great power. “Conflict 

ripeness” which is variously referred to as “hurting stalemate” “ripening 

process” or “ripe moment” is a situation in which both sides realize that they 

cannot achieve their objectives through violence and are conscious of the cost 

of continuing the violence (Ramsbothan, Woodhouse and Miall, 2011: 171).  It 

must be noted according to O’Kane (2006) that the two major elements of 

ripeness; “mutually hurting stalemate” and the possibility of negotiated solution 

are also necessary for a conflict to be ripe.  Powell (2015) argues that there must 

be sweat before sweet as both parties are expected to take some shared risk in 

the process. 

 The role of the third party in this circumstance is just as critical as it serves as 

a significant impetus in creating steady connections between enemies that may 

prompt de-escalation of conflict. It helps both parties to understand their 

responsibility for issues that should be settled collectively and not as a 

“challenge to be won” (Hampson, 1996:12).  Third party can also encourage 
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streamlining and sequencing issues, identifying alternatives, changing 

adversaries’ perceptions and building trust that could be leveraged on upon to 

initiate dialogue towards peaceful resolution of BH conflict in Nigeria.  

However, Yawanarajah (2016) argues that ‘unripeness’ of the situation should 

not deter the third party from being active initiator of peace. He therefore, 

advocates for initiation of peace dialogue at any time provided suitable 

strategies and techniques are applied. The experiences and skills of the 

mediators as well as their knowledge and influence in some instances make the 

moment ripe for peace. 

 

Statement of the problem 

Many researchers such as Falode (2016), Torbjornsson and Jonsson (2017) have 

written on Boko Haram and its origin. A lot has been said on its “modus 

operandis” as well as its impacts on the people and the society at large. Also, 

several studies dwelled on using military approach to silence the insurgency. 

We, however, discovered that only a few studies dwell on how to negotiate and 

dialogue peace with the insurgents.  This study, therefore, tries to fill that gap.  

 

Purpose of the study 

The purpose of this study is to investigate the feasibility of negotiating peace 

settlement with BH. In order to do this, it will address the following research 

questions: 

1. Are BH’s objectives primarily religious or political? 

2. How has BH insurgency affected the socio-economic activities in the 

Northeast? 

3. Will hard-line military approach end BH insurgency? 

4. How feasible is it to dialogue with BH for peaceful resolution of the 

conflict?                        

                                       

Methodology of the Research 

This study was carried out in the North Eastern states of Nigeria where BH 

insurgency was predominant adopted the survey research design type to elicit 

information from the respondents. The target population of the study constitute 

all the States in the North-Eastern part of of Nigeria. Simple random sampling 

technique was employed in the selection of Bornu andYobe States from the 

target population. Purposeful sampling was then used in the selection of tertiary 
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institutions within the study area. This was to guarantee informed and quality 

responses (Asika, 1991, Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2007, Lawal, 2015). The 

sample of the study was 306 respondents randomly picked from University of 

Maiduguri, Ramat Polytechnic Maiduguri and Sir Kashim College of 

Education, Maiduguri. Others are Yobe State University, Damaturu, Idris 

Alooma Polytechnic, Geidam and College of Education, Gashua, Yobe State.  

The instrument for data collection was a self-designed questionnaire. The 

questionnaire was made up of sections A and B. Section A is concerned with 

the age, gender and the educational qualification of the respondents while 

section B tried to elicit on issues raised in the research questions. There were 

about eleven items in this section.  

The questionnaire was validated by three experts each from Social Studies 

Department, Federal College of Education, Katsina; Social Development 

Department, Idris Alooma Polytechnic, Geidam and Psychology and 

Counselling Department, Federal College of Education, Kontagora and their 

observations were appropriately taken care of. Also, the reliability of the 

questionnaire was obtained from a pilot study conducted in Federal College of 

Education (T), Potiskum, Yobe State where 30 questionnaires were distributed. 

The reliability coefficient was obtained using Cronbach alpha which is 0.92, 

this means the instrument is reliable for the study. 

The questionnaire distributed to the sampled population was 320 (160 for each 

State). However, 306 instruments which accounted for 95.6% of the instrument 

were returned. The data collated was analysed using simple percentage. At least 

a 50% score is needed to either accept or reject the opinion of the respondents 

to the items of the questionnaire. 

 

Data Analysis and Findings 

Table 1: Primary objectives of forming BH 

SN Items Agreed Disagreed Total 

1. Boko Haram members are real 

Jihadists fighting for the restoration 

of Islamic Shariah in Nigeria 

23(7.5) 283(92.5) 306(100) 

2. A remarkable number of the 

insurgents are educated in the 

western way 

109(35.6) 197(64.4) 306(100) 
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3. Some politicians and wealthy 

individuals are secretly behind the 

activities of the insurgents 

270(88.2) 36(11.8) 306(100) 

4. The driving factors in the 

recruitment of youths into BH are 

poverty, ignorance and 

unemployment 

269(87.9) 37(12.1) 306(100) 

Source: 2020 Field Survey 

 

From table 1, 92.5% of the respondents disagreed that BH members are real 

Jihadist fighting for the restoration of Islamic Shariah in Nigeria. 64.4% of the 

respondents also disagreed that remarkable numbers of the BH insurgents are 

educated in the western way. However, the results showed that some politicians 

and wealthy individuals are secretly behind the activities of the BH insurgents 

with 88.2%, and 87.9% agreed that the driving factor in the recruitment of 

youths into BH insurgency are poverty, ignorance and indoctrination. This 

means that the primary objectives of BH insurgency are not religious but more 

of political in nature. 

 

Table 2: Effect of BH insurgency on the Socio-economic activities in the 

Northeast 

SN Items Agreed Disagreed Total 

1. The insurgency has indeed 

destabilized the socio-economic 

activities in the North Eastern 

States. 

283(92.5) 23(7.5) 306(100) 

2. The extent of damage caused by the 

insurgency in your area is a colossal 

loss. 

304(99.3) 02(0.7) 306(100) 

Source: 2020 Field Survey 

 

The results from table 2 showed that 92.5% of the respondents are of the opinion 

that the insurgency has destabilized the socio-economic activities in the North 

Eastern states and 99.3% agreed that the extent of the damage caused by the BH 

insurgency is colossal in the North Eastern states. Therefore, the BH insurgency 
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has very bad effect on the socio-economic activities of the people living in 

North-Eastern Nigeria. 

 

Table 3: Ending BH insurgency through hard-line military approach 

SN Items Agreed Disagreed   Total  

1. The activities of the sect became 

dreaded as from 2010 because of 

the approach adopted by the 

government and the security 

agencies. 

223(72.9) 83(27.1) 306(100) 

2. The use of young                                                  

boys and girls as suicide bombers 

makes the sect one of the most 

deadly in the world. 

292(95.4) 14(4.6) 306(100) 

3. The coordinated effort of the 

ground troops and the NAF fighter 

jets facilitated the dislodgement of 

the insurgents from Sambisa forest. 

244(79.7) 62(20.3) 306(100) 

Source: 2020 Field Survey 

 

The results from table 3 showed that 72.9% of the respondents agreed that the 

activities of BH sect became dreaded from 2010 because of the approach 

adopted by the government and security agencies. 95.4% of the respondents 

also agreed that young boys and girls are used as suicide bombers which make 

the sect one of the deadliest in the world. 79.7% of the respondents agreed that 

the coordinated effort of the ground troops and the NAF fighters jets facilitated 

dislodge of the insurgents from Sambisa forest. Therefore, the respondents are 

of the opinion that the hard-line military approach can end the BH insurgency. 

 

Table 4: Resolution of BH conflict through dialogue 

SN Items Agreed Disagreed Total  

1. Nigeria need to prevent this ugly 

situation of BH in future through 

functional education, parental care 

and responsible governance 

210(68.6) 96(31.4) 306(100) 
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2. With the achievements of the 

security agencies so far, is it ripe for 

peace negotiation with BH? 

66(21.6) 240(78.4) 306(100) 

Source: 2020 Field Survey 

 

From above table, 68.6% of the respondents agreed that Nigeria needs to 

prevent the ugly situation of BH in future through functional education, parental 

care and responsible governance. However, 78.4% of the respondents disagreed 

with the Nigerian government entering peace negotiations with BH group 

despite the achievements recorded by security agencies. Therefore, the 

respondents are of the opinion that it was not yet time or ripe for peace dialogue 

with BH insurgents to end the conflict. 

 

Discussion 

From the findings of the study, it is revealed that poverty, ignorance, 

unemployment as well as influence of wealthy politicians and individuals are 

the strong push and pull factors in the recruitment of youths into Boko Haram 

sect. The respondents also rejected the assertion that BH is a vanguard for the 

restoration of Islamic Shariah in Nigeria. These are in line with the view of an 

Islamic scholar of international repute, Abu Ameenah Bilal Philips, when he 

declared that the “attitude of the sect is a clear manifestation of ignorance” 

(Alhassan, 2014). 

There is no doubt that BH insurgency has impacted negatively on the socio-

economic life of the people of Northeastern Nigeria. This is evident in the 

closure of educational, health, social and economic institutions.  Agricultural 

and other means of primary production almost came to a halt, thereby increasing 

the risk of food insecurity in the area (Kolo, 2017) 

In another development, the research finding reveals that BH became dreaded 

after the clamp down on it by the Nigerian security operatives and the extra 

judicial killing of its pioneer leader, Mohammed Yusuf in 2009. It is on the 

basis of the foregoing, that Agbiboa (2014)   argued that military approach 

provides terrorists with critical experience in tactics and forces them to create 

new networks of support as a form of survival strategy. The study also 

demonstrates that the use of minors (especially young girls) as suicide bombers 

qualified BH as the most dangerous terrorist group in the world. However, 
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combined efforts of the security agencies according to the findings greatly 

assisted in destabilizing BH insurgents from Sambisa forest. 

Majority of the respondents are of the view that provision of functional 

education that would make youth employable and self-employed, will 

indubitably prevent them from being indoctrinated into groups like BH in 

future. Other measures according to the study are parental care, good upbringing 

and responsible government that provide the people with deserving essentials 

of life. Subscribing to this, Ahmed, Suleiman & Salau (2019) asserted that 

inability of the government of the day to satisfactorily meet up with the basic 

needs and aspirations of the citizens’ prompt violence.  However, larger 

percentage of the respondents rejected the idea of initiating peace talks with BH 

now as symptoms of ripeness such as ‘mutually hurting stalemate’ is not yet 

visible in the conflict (Zaltman, 2001, O’Kane, 2006). This is also corroborated 

by the fact that BH is said to be expanding and spreading fast to other parts of 

Northern Nigeria such as North-central and North-west (Salkida, 2020). 

Be that as it may, the major impediment to peace initiative with the group is 

their demand to establish an “Islamic State” which clashes with the provisions 

of the constitution on the ‘territorial and sovereignty of the state”, which is 

primarily the responsibility of the Armed forces of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria. Also, the failure of Nigerian government and the military to understand 

the nature of the war they engaged in with BH, as counterterrorism is not the 

same as conventional war, for which most of the military are not trained 

(Falode, 2016), was another drawback in the struggle. 

However, the Nigerian military have exerted her presence in the North-east 

since 2015 through the establishment of a brigade and improved regional 

military cooperation. Indiscriminate and callousness of BH violence against 

civilians has drastically reduced public support for it. Furthermore, internal 

disunity within the rank and file of the sect and the operational incapability of 

the insurgents within the first two years of the current Nigerian government is 

an indication of its weaknesses. All these would have been translated into right 

moment for peace talk.  

Meanwhile, the analysis of conflict situations in other places shows that 

dialogue is an indispensable tool for conflict resolution. Although, it does not 

in itself end conflicts completely, it provides the means through which peace 

negotiations that finally usher in sustainable peace processes are initiated. As 

Powell (2008), observes that ‘stalemate’ is a necessary but not the only 
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prerequisite to peace negotiation.  According to him, both the Northern Ireland 

and the Irish Republican Army could not attain their goals through military 

campaign. And so they had to negotiate for peace.  On the contrary, he explains 

further that the Sri Lanka government and the Tamil Tigers believed that they 

could win through violent campaigns and the conflict was prolonged.  It should 

be noted that no matter how long it will take, BH conflict will one day become 

history. This sigh of hope is inspired by the resolution of Northern Ireland’s 

four decades’ conflict.  

Similarly, the resolution of the conflict between the Government of the 

Republic of Philippines (GRP) and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 

became a reality after many years of negotiation. There were two unique factors 

according to Santos (2013) that facilitated the resolution of that conflict. The 

first was the Islamic diplomacy, where some trusted Islamic countries and 

organisations such as Malaysia, Indonesia and the Organization of Islamic 

Conference (OIC) served as mediators. Another factor was the hybrid mediation 

support initiative known as the International Contact Group (ICG). This 

initiative consisted of four States and four International Non-governmental 

organisations (INGO). The purpose of this group is to “accompany and mobilize 

international support for the peace process” and to “exert proper leverage and 

sustain the interest of the parties” as well as “maintain a level of comfort that 

restores mutual trust.” (Herbolzheimer & Leslie, in Ahmed, 2014). It is the hope 

of the researchers that a similar group of experts could facilitate BH peace 

initiative. The membership of the group should be carefully selected to balance 

the western and Arab or Islamic dichotomy which is one of the contentious 

issues in the conflict. 

 

Conclusion 

Since BH conflict has persisted for years and the opportunities to deal with it 

have been missed, the situation has become deep-rooted, with ensuing reduction 

in the policy available to respond to the crisis. Now that Shekau, the ideological 

hard-line leader of BH is no more as well as determined efforts of the current 

military leadership, it is high time prospects for peaceful negotiation of the 

conflict is sought.  However, a number of measures that will eventually address 

the root and stem of the conflict and may ultimately culminate in sustainable 

peace dialogue are hereby recommended: 

❖  It is imperative to address deeply held grievances underlying BH crisis. 

There is need for even distribution of developmental projects across the 

country, States and Local Government Areas. Opening up of rural 
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settlements with infrastructural facilities such as roads, electricity, water, 

health and educational institutions will engage the youth in purposeful 

ventures. 

❖ There is need for economic empowerment and human capital 

development of Nigerian youth through functional education and skills 

acquisition that would enhance gainful employment.  

❖ The security forces should deny the insurgents space to operate. There is 

need for tight security internally and across the borders. 

❖ Boko Haram members who are ready to surrender to the military forces 

should be granted unconditional amnesty. They should be adequately 

rehabilitated and de-radicalised before integration. 

❖ Government should encourage the youth to engage in farming being the 

highest employer of labour in Africa. They should be motivated through 

agricultural loans, provision of agricultural inputs and implements at 

subsidized rates. 

❖ Government and other stake holders should continuously seek for 

avenues to dialogue with insurgents. In doing so, there should be 

commitment from both sides, with full participation of citizens and third 

party mediators to facilitate the process.  
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