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Abstract 
Mass protests predate independence in Nigeria. There were women riots in 

Eastern Nigeria between 1925-1930 and Abeokuta about 1948-1949. In her 

more recent history, Nigeria experienced the "Alli Must Go" protests in 

1978 and the June 12 protest and riots in 1993. None of these protests 

attracted media attention, foreign and local, and impacted media 

establishments and practitioners in Nigeria like #EndSars protests of the 

latter part of the year 2020. Media houses were vandalized and burnt and 

practitioners assaulted. The social movement dubbed EndSars has widened 

its demand beyond disbandment of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad unit of 

the Nigeria Police to include demand for good and accountable governance 

in Nigeria. The implication is that it has evolved into a movement with 

perpetual causes and call for protests, with the possibility of risks and 

violence on media houses and practitioners. This scenario leads to the 

question of how journalists perceive risks associated with coverage of 

EndSars protests. The research method adopted was survey. Structured 

questionnaires were administered on 210 media practitioners. Our analysis 

of data collected showed that majority of the respondents 75% view 

coverage of EndSars protests as very risky. Inspite of this, most journalists, 

86% are highly inclined to cover the protests. Our conclusion is that inspite 

of perceiving coverage of the EndSars protests as highly risky, majority of 

the journalists are prepared to perceive it as inevitable hazards of the job. 
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Given this scenario, this paper recommends adequate insurance cover for 

journalists covering the protests. It also recommends that media 

practitioners should ensure balance, eschew bias, verify facts and give 

voice to the victims in their reportage. 
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Introduction 
Mass protests are not new to Nigerians 

and in Nigeria. Indeed, mass protests 

predated her independence. There 

were women riots in Eastern Nigeria 

between 1925 and 1930, including the 

famous Aba Women Riot. There was 

also the Abeokuta Women Riot led by 

late Mrs. Olufunmilayo Ransome-

Kuti around 1948, which, among other 

achievements, led to the abdication of 

the then Alake of Egba land, Oba Sir 

Ladapo Ademola II in 1945. 

In the nations more recent history, 

there was the ‘Alli-Must-Go’ protest 

of 1978 spear headed by National 

Association of Nigeria Students 

(NANS) to protest against marginal 

increase in cost of feeding in tertiary 

institutions. The protest took its name 

after the then Federal Commissioner 

for Education, Col. Ahmadu Alli. 

Another landmark protest in Nigeria 

was the ‘June 12’ protests. On June12, 

1993, Nigeria organized a presidential 

election meant to put an end to 

military dictatorship of self-styled 

military President, General Ibrahim 

Babangida and ensure transfer of 

power to a civilian government. In the 

election adjudged to be Nigeria’s 

freest and fairest, a Yoruba man, 

Moshood Kashimawo Abiola, was 

evidently coasting home to a landslide 

victory given the results released by 

the electoral umpire, Federal Electoral 

Commission. Announcement of the 

final results was suddenly halted and 

the military President suddenly 

announced its annulment. The South-

Western States of the Country, home 

of the presumed winner of the 

election, especially, erupted into riots. 

As momentous as these protests were, 

especially the more recent ones, none 

attracted media attention and 

impacted media establishments and 

practitioners like #EndSARS Protests 

of the latter part of the year 2020. Both 

in scope and ferocity, the #EndSARS 

protests were a nightmare to media 

practitioners. Among other assaults on 

the media, Television Continental 
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(TVC) was razed down and Journalists molested by irate mobs. Toyin Yusuf, a 

Journalist with Osun State Broadcasting Corporation, and other Journalists, 

were attacked by angry youths in course of coverage of the protests. The events 

of the protests were devastating to Nigerian Journalism.. The risks associated 

with their calling especially as far as coverage and reportage of EndSARS 

protests are concerned, leads to the problem this paper investigated which is the 

perception of risks involved in assignments related to protests the movement 

organizes by Journalists.  

 

History/Mode of Operation of EndSARS Movement 

According to Wikipedia, the EndSARS is a decentralized social movement, and 

series of mass protests aimed at ending police brutality, especially as 

perpetrated by the Special Anti-Robbery Squad. The protest (Movement) 

started as a Twitter campaign in 2017 using the hashtag #EndSARS. There was 

a resurgence in October 2020 as more abuses by the police unit were revealed. 

To achieve its objective of massive mobilization of, especially youths, for 

achievement of its objective, the methods, according to Wikipedia included 

protests, demonstrations, civil disobedience and online activism. Of all its 

methods, the online activism set the movement apart from all previous protests 

organizers in Nigeria on Twitter alone, the movement accumulated about 28 

million tweets. Through a deft use of online activism, the movement got 

Nigerians in diaspora involved in its demonstration while sympathy 

demonstrations also took place in some major cities of Europe and America. 

Successes like disbandment of the police unit by the Nigerian Inspector General 

of Police, massive participation by hundreds of thousands of youths and global 

support prompted the movement to up the stakes by demanding for good and 

accountable governance in Nigeria. This, of course, carries with it potentials for 

more protests and risks for Nigerian journalists. 

According to Article 19 (2020), a total of 18 journalists were documented to 

have been assaulted for covering the nationwide #EndSARS protests. The 

publication went further to not only emphasise the important role journalists 

play, but also the challenges they face in Nigeria. It states: 

Journalists play a vital role in society as a watchdog, revealing 

crucial information that contributes to holding the government 

accountable. But they also face immense challenges in the 

performance of their duty. In Nigeria they are often victims of 
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assaults, verbal threats, intimidation, and seizure of equipment 

or even imprisonment. The attacks constitute a real threat to 

freedom of expression and media freedom (Article 19,2020). 

 

Under such hostile environment, the media professional is still expected to 

perform his functions of informing, educating, entertaining and helping to 

transmit society culture. A key element in the Journalist quest to not only do 

these, but also to be seen doing them is to be objective in his reportage no of 

events. 

Very early in the life of the #EndSARS protests, the organizers accused a 

section of the Nigerian media of either not reporting, under reporting or 

misrepresenting their activities. Put simply, they accused the media of lack of 

objectivity in both its coverage and reportage of the protests. 

In Journalism practice, the issue or concept of objectivity is contentions. 

According to Nwakpa in Isola and Popoola (2015; 296) “The issue of 

Journalistic objectivity is a highly contested one Journalism trainers, 

practitioners and (the) society are divided on whether Journalistic objectivity is 

feasible. 

Merrills (2002:123) said concerning objectivity “reporters are not mindless, 

soulness automations who roam about without values, opinions and 

preferences, simply soaking up reality and sporting it out completely”.  Alemoh 

and Ukwela (2019) expressed similar sentiments on media activity.  

On his part, Mc Quail (2005:210) identified three features of Journalistic 

objectivity thus: “the adoption of a position of detachment and neutrality 

towards the object of reporting; lack of partisanship: not taking sides in matters 

of disputes or showing bias; and strict attachment to accuracy and other truth 

criteria”. 

The tricky nature of the concept of objectivity in news reporting was described 

by Ige (2003) as an utopian. He referred to what he called absolute objectivity 

as: “highly ideals of the profession of Journalism which are made unattainable 

by factors like the process of observation, sources of information, diversity of 

subjects and problems of deadline” 

According to him, while the Journalist on the scene of an event, say a riot, tries 

to take in as much of the scene as objectively as possible, the feeling of 

vulnerability to attack may affect his level of alertness and hence observation. 

Where the Journalist has to rely on sources external to himself for information, 
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his source or sources may be sympathetic to a party to the event being reported 

and thus slant his information to favour the object or party of his sympathy. The 

reporter’s story may thus be innocently tainted with such bias. Ige (2003) 

writing on the issue of subject a reporter can cover and report on stated that his 

sense of judgement on what is newsworthy based on news parameters of 

prominence, proximity and currency may not be in congruence with how the 

parties to the event perceive them. They may thus accuse the media of bias. This 

latter scenario might have been the case with the #EndSARS protests that led 

the organizers to accuse the Nigerian media and professionals of bias, in the 

reportage and coverage of their activities. When the protests began, it was low-

keyed and about the same time Nigeria was battling with upsurge in security 

challenges occasioned by increased kidnapping for ransome. These events 

attracted more media attention than the protests when they initially began.   

 

Theoretical Frame Work 

Considered suited for this work is the social responsibility media theory and the 

Agenda setting Theory.  

The theory has as its basic assumptions, according to Anacto, S.G., Onabajo 

O.S. and Osifeso J.B. (2008), the following: 

• The media should accept and fulfill certain obligations to the society. This 

gives the society the right to expect high standard of performance from the 

media  

• Attainment of these obligations is achievable through professional 

standards of in formativeness, truth, accuracy objectivity and balance. 

• The media should self-regulate within the framework of law and 

established institutions as an important institution, the media should avoid 

whatever might lead to crime, violence, civil disorder or offence to minty 

groups   

• The media should be a reflection of its society’s plurality and must code 

space to various points of view and grant right growly to all.  

• Media professionals are accountable to the society, their employers and 

the market.  

 

The premise of the Social Responsibility Media Theory that confers on the 

media certain freedom also carries with it concomitant obligations. “The media, 
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therefore, is obliged to be responsible to society for carrying our certain 

essential functions of mass communication.” Onabajo. The four basic functions 

of communication in society viz: surveillance, correlation, cultural transmission 

and entertainment are further broken down for the media as information, 

interpretation, instructive, bonding and diversion. 

In order to demonstrate and to be seen as socially responsible in the discharge 

of his responsibility, the journalist must carry out his assignment professionally. 

To do this, according to the Executive Director of International Press Centre, 

Lagos, means that journalist should stick to. 

… the principle of good and conflict sensitive journalism that 

requires balance, shunning of bias, avoidance of hate speech, 

discipline of verification, fact-checking, use of reliable 

sources, giving voice to victims and the affected, and through 

investigation of claims and counter claims. (The Guardian, 20 

October, 2020). 

 

This encapsulates the kernel of The Social Responsibility Theory of the Media 

and places a heavy responsibility on media practitioners. It is this central role 

that makes this paper focus on how media practitioners perceive their role in the 

convoluting nationhood challenges facing Nigeria.  

 

The Agenda Setting Theory 

Essentially, the Agenda setting theory has as its thesis the ability of the news 

media to influence the importance media content consumers place on topics the 

media places in the public domain. There is attempt on the part of the media to 

construct news hierarchy. They tend to determine for the content consumer 

public issues they should dwell on. 

According to Anaeto et al, (1980) 

“… the media may not always determine what we think, but what we think 

about. Although we have a right to think what we want to think, …. We tend to 

think (about) most of those things the media highlights as important”. Within 

the context of this paper, this powder of the media should be harnessed by 

Nigeria media to promote national integration and reduce tension. This point is 

buttressed by the fact that studies have shown that people spend a lot of time 

exposed to the media, Mehray, Hakim Khalid, Bhat, Akhtar Neyaz and Mehray, 

Hakeem Rameez (2014) buttressed this point when the wrote: The mass media 
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occupy a high proportion of our leisure time: people spend, on average, 25 hours 

per week watching television and they also find time for radio, cinema, 

magazines and newspaper. 

 

Research Method 

The method of research adopted for the study is survey. Media practitioners in 

Kwara and Osun States, Nigeria, constituted the population of the study out of 

which a sample of 210 was selected. Data gathered were analyzed descriptively. 

Percentages and frequency distribution were among statistical tools used. 

 

Data Analysis and Discussion 

The research instrument, which contained nine items, was divided into two 

sections, A and B. Table 1 and 2 contain analysis of questions in section A. 

 

Table 1: Frequency Distribution by Gender 

GENDER FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

Male 126 60 

Female 84 40 

Total 210 100 

 

Table 1 shows that majority of our respondents were male 126 (60%), while 

female respondents were 84 (40%). This may be indicative of the fact that there 

are still more male in media practice in Nigeria than females. 

 

Table 2: Frequency distribution by years of practice 

Years of Practice FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

1 – 5 years 42 20 

6 – 10 years 73 35 

More than 10 years 95 45 

Total 210 100 

 

From Table 2, 95 (45%) of the respondents have had a minimum of 10 years 

practice as journalists, while 73 (35%) had been in practice for a period of 

between 6 – 10 years. Twenty percent or forty two respondents had between 1 

– 5 years experience of journalism practice. Given the level of experience 

among our respondents, risks associated with their profession should not be new 



114  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

to them. They should also be able to understand the level of risks coverage and 

reportage of various forms of protests entail. This is more so since all our 

respondents, 210 indicated that they or their colleagues, had covered and written 

stories on protests before. This is seen in their responses to questionnaire items 

1 and 2 in section B. 

 

Table 3: Comparison of coverage and reportage of normal beats and 

protests. 

 FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

Highly risky 120 57 

Very risky 81 39 

Risky 9 4 

Just risky - - 

Not risky - - 

Total 210 100 

 

According to Table 3, in response to the question that sought to know how risky 

the respondents considered coverage and reportage of ordinary beats compared 

to protests, 120 (57%) of the respondents said protests coverage and reporting 

were highly risky, while 81 (39%) said it was very risky. Nine respondents or 

four percent believed protest coverage and reportage was risky compared to 

other bears. From table 3, the conclusion that can be drawn is that all our 

respondents, 210 (110%) said more risks are associated with coverage and 

reportage of protests than when working in ordinary beats. 

 

Table 4: Level of Fear of attack on media houses during #EndSARS 

protests. 

 FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

Very Great Extent 137 65 

Great Extent 73 35 

Some Extent - - 

Little extent - - 

Not at all - - 

Total 210 100 

Table 4, shows that majority of the respondents, 137 (65%) to a very great extent 

feared their lives or those of their colleagues who were on duty at the various 

media houses during the #EndSARS protests were in danger of possible attacks 

by the protesters. 73 (35%) of the respondents shared the same view to a great 

extent. In other words, all the respondents agreed that they felt they were prone 

to attack at their various media outfits given the assault, vandalisation and arson 
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visited on Television Continental in Lagos by the protesters. Some other media 

houses like Arise Television and Channels were not spread one form of 

harassment or another while some journalist on beats also tasted the wrath of 

the irate mob. 

 

Table 5: Perception of how risky protests organized by EndSARS 

movement are. 

 FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

Highly risky 86 41 

Very risky 72 34 

Risky 31 15 

Just risky 3 1 

Not risky 18 9 

Total 210 100 

Table 5 represents analysis of responses to the question that sought to know 

how risky respondents considered protests organized by EndSARS movements 

organizers of #EndSARS protests of the latter part of the year 2020. 158 (75%) 

of the respondents indicated that protests organized by the Movement are either 

highly risky or very risky. 44(16%) said such protests are risky or just risky, 

while 18 (8%) said the protests are not risky. 

From data above, we can conclude that protests organized by EndSARS 

Movement are perceived by Journalists to be risky. 

 

Table 6: Inclination to cover EndSARS Protests 

 FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 

Highly Inclined  86 41 

Very Inclined 72 34 

Inclined 31 15 

Slightly Inclined 3 1 

Not risky 18 9 

Total 210 100 

 

As shown in Table 6, 181 (86%) of the respondents indicated they are highly 

inclined to cover protests organized by EndSARDS movement in spite of the 

risks associated with coverage of such protests. On the other hand, 23 (11%) 

said they are not inclined to cover the protests, while 6 (3%) are slightly inclined 

to cover the protests. 

What is evident from analysis of table 6 is that majority of the respondents, 

perhaps only see the risks involved in coverage of the protests as inevitable 

professional hazards based on their social responsibility of keeping the society 
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informed about events happening around them and also setting agenda for 

public discussion of events generating the protests. 

From the findings of the researchers, majority of journalists perceived coverage 

of EndSArds protests as risky. They came to this conclusion given the 

experiences of media practitioners during the #EndSARS protests of the latter 

part of the year 2020. During those protests, media houses  were vandalized and 

journalists were assaulted. 

Notwithstanding these experiences though, majority of the journalists are still 

prepared to brave the risks associated with coverage and reportage of EndSARS 

Movement protests, apparently taking the risks in their stride as part of the 

hazards of the job and in fulfillment of the media social responsibility and quest 

to set agenda for public discuss of issues. 

 

Conclusion/Recommendations 

Given the above, the study concludes that even though protests organissed by 

social movements like EndSARS, in pursuit of ever evolving socio – economic 

cum political reforms, have potentials for turning violent, the media should not 

shy away from their coverage and reportage. Their social responsibility and 

need to set agenda for public discuss of socio – economic and political issues 

demand it. This will be made possible by the journalists. 

In light of the above, these authors recommend as follows; 

i. Adequate insurance cover for journalists covering protests 

ii. The media should engage with organizers of the protests so that 

they would be seen as partners in progress 

iii. The media should carry out its assignment with a high sense of 

responsibility and ensure balance, eschew bias, cross check its 

fact and allow for airing of all opinions on the issue at stake. 
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