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Abstract 
Nigeria history is been characterized by the encounter with the European 

imperialist which this paper tries to examine, the encounter took three 

stages namely, slave trade, the partition of African by the European powers 

who scrambled territories therein, had the Christianization of Africa which 

occurred during the partition. Although the public sector is the machinery 

of government in achieving meaningful development in the area of 

infrastructures education health, means of transport and others. The failure 

to achieve any of these developmental scourge is very important that needs 

immediate action. The aims/purpose of the study includes is to determine 

the pattern experiences and manifestation of injustice and corruption in 

Nigeria. The research work investigates the aspects of religion education 

as a panacea injustice and corruption in Nigeria. Some problems 

associated to injustice and corruption in Nigeria to the failure of public 

sector which is the machinery of government in achieving meaningful 

development in the area of infrastructures such as education, health, means 

of transport and achieve any developmental scourge is very important for 

it seek immediate attention. The efforts of the Independent Corrupt 

Practices Commission (ICPC) and the economic and financial crime 

commission had done little to combing this monster as care and magnitudes 

of corruption is still insignificant compared to the poverty level. The overall 

aim of this study is to determine the pattern experiences and manifestation 

of injustice and corruption it manifestation, and to proffer possible solution 
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and the political system of Nigeria. One of the methodology used was 

questionnaires administered, of which fifty were returned fully. Despite the 

experienced with various political government institutions corruption and 

injustice, none has succeeded in reducing it. Let alien illuminating. The 

study recommends that leadership must display transparency, honesty, 

probity, accountability, purposefulness and commitments to good ideal to 

convince the followers.  
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Introduction 
Nigeria history is characterized by 

corruption amplified by her encounter 

with the European imperialists. The 

encounter took three stages namely 

slave trade, the partition of Africa by 

the European powers who scrambled 

for territories therein and the 

Christianization of Africa which 

occurred during the petition era. 

Aladele (2010), corruption as a way of 

life in Nigeria is a kind of belief or 

practice  that defies any reasonable 

solution, a deliberate attempt to set 

fourth one line of argument so 

forcefully, as repeatedly, and so 

uncompromising that the learner is 

unable to consider other alternative in 

better life styles. 

While traditional and religious values 

aim at producing people with dignity 

with critical and analytical minds, 

corrupt officials indoctrination tends 

to suppress the development of such 

minds dependency theory tended to 

neglect factors internal to poor so 

genetics such as cultures or ethnic 

resistance to change, gender in 

equality political corruption and 

reckless misuse of available resources. 

Corruption has been the foundations 

of the mal administration in Nigeria, 

the separation of each from the other 

and the cause of ultra and inter-ethnic 

group conflicts.  The aim of the paper 

is to create awareness of true and 

dignified style that is deeply rooted in 

traditional and religious values that 

will help the Nigeria citizenry to 

champion their government ideas and 

their activities intelligibly and 

spiritually, descriptive and 

phenomenological methods. 

This research work, corruption and 

injustice in Nigeria> 

A culture in retro creative factor 

presented corruption as a course and 

complex social, political and 
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economic phenomenon that affect a facets and fabric of Nigeria society, 

scholars and  Nigeria government do not, offer any realistic practical recipes in 

dealing with the messing with the problems of corruption, economic hardship 

and un-development in Nigeria in the 21st century. Nigerians, especially leaders, 

politicians, civil servants, the  academics, some Christians and some religious 

leaders, found it difficult to practice the Christian values, which, Jesus Christ 

himself exhibited perfectly during his earthly ministry. The proper examination 

of these problems engaged the aim of this paper. 

Corruption is defined as the wielding of power for the preference, earning a 

profit, the benefit of a group, or prestige which breaks the moral conducts or 

breaches the Laws Hornby (2011), also presents substantial literature on 

corruption that explains nepotism, bribing, graft and many factor injustice. 

However, there is no common theory to explain the meaning of corruption, 

moreover, the studies are scattered. At the end Robin Williams (2010), observed 

that it has been decade of corruption as an academic and polic

y topic and there is no indication that popular, academic profession or political 

interest is beginning to this problems of corruption of flag, literatures to this 

effect is voluminous and varied, but most accounts share a common 

characteristics in reluctant say that the corruption mean by the way. This issue 

is either avoided completely or dismissed in a cursory fashion. A few many 

trends can be elicited by the brief overview of the available literatures many 

definitions highlight focus on private interest and public establishment. 

According to Obafemi (2011), corruption historically is as old as the world, 

because ancient civilizations have traces of widespread illegality and 

corruption. Dike (2010), various writers unite on the view that corruption, as a 

malaise, is not the exclusive preserve of any nation, race or section of the world, 

but transcends national boundaries frontiers and symbolized phenomenal, 

universal unwholesomeness politically, economically, religiously and 

culturally.  

Okunola, (2011), lamented that this does not, however, mean that the incidence 

and magnitude of corrupt activities are the same in every society. Some 

countries are obviously more corrupt, yet others have better, plans in managing 

corrupt activities. From and indications Nigeria is not of those that care 

effectively handle corruption, despite its, un-ending corruption commission 

establishments, and the efforts made by every administration to transform the 

nation into an injustice and corruption free Nation. 
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In Nigeria today, there are many unresolved problems, but the issue of the 

upsurge of corruption is alarming. Corruption is endemic in Nigeria. The 

damages it has done to the polity are astronomical. This menace has led to 

situations like show movement of files in offices, police extortion of toll fees 

point congestion, queues at point offices and petrol stations, ghost workers 

syndrome, election rigging economic phenomena that affects all countries. 

It undermines the democratic institutions and law economic development. It 

attacks the foundation of democratic institution of distorting electoral processes, 

poverty the rule of law and creating bureaucratic quagmires whose only reason 

for existing is to society bribes. Economic development is stunted because 

foreign direct investment is discouraged and small businesses with the country 

of term found it difficult to overcome the Staut-up “cost” required because of 

corruption. 

The above description highlights major aspects of corruption and their negative 

impacts on the Nigeria polity. Grevban the importance of the fight against 

corruption on the global scale, the United Nations Onyiloha 2015, has declared 

the 9th Dec. every year as UN International Anti-corruption Day. All member-

states including Nigeria observes it every year. Corruption embraces a broad 

spectrum of activities ranging from fraud, theft through misrepresentation of 

embezzlement, misappropriation of corporate or public funds. 

Babangida (2014), described corruption from the sociological view point to 

mean, the victim of established rules for personal aim and profits. 

Nigeria is presently suffering from systematic corruption which manifests itself 

in a near decay of social infrastructure as well as a meteoric rise in number of 

corrupt persons in the cross all fields of human endeavour. The history of 

Nigeria is characterized by corruption amplified by the encounter with the 

European imperialists. The encounter took their stages. Namely: slave trade, the 

partition of Africa by the European powers who scrambled for territories 

therein, and the Christianization of Africa which occurred during the partition 

era.  

Ayendele (2013), said, corruption occurs in any organized interpedently system 

in which parts the system are either not performing their duties as ethically 

expected or are performing them improperly to the detriment of the system’s 

original scope. Culture is a fundamental concept within the discipline of 

anthropologing. Scupin (2010), said it offers meaning, purpose and values on 
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the socio-economic religious, political and hectic problems of society in 

Nigeria’s economic reformation. 

 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Although the public sector is the machinery of government in achieving 

meaning in development in the area of infrastructures. Education, health, means 

of transport and achieve any of the developmental scourge is very important for 

it seek immediate attention. 

The efforts of the independent corrupt practices commission (ICPC) and the 

economic and financial crime commission Ayiloho (2013), said had done little 

to combing this monster as cases and magnitudes of corruption is still in 

significant compared  to the poverty level. 

The aims of this study includes the followings: the overall aim of the study is 

to determine the pattern experiences and manifestation of injustice and 

corruption in Nigeria. 

Specifically, the objectives of the study are to determine the general awareness 

of corruption and injustice in Nigeria. Identify the pattern of corruption and 

injustice in Nigeria. The manifestation of corruption and injustice in Nigeria. 

To proffer possible solutions to corruption and injustice in Nigeria. Identify its 

effect on the political system of Nigeria. 

 

Research Questions: 

The following research questions thus: 

1. To investigate the causes of corruption and injustice in Nigeria 

2. To examine why the corruption and injustices seems to be 

institutionalize? 

3. Create awareness to innocent citizens of Nigeria on some of the issues 

involved in corruption and injustice. 

4. To identify the identify the implications of corruption and injustice in 

Nigeria 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The research methodology used in putting this paper together was historical and 

psychological analytical methods which are common in their related field of 

studies. Education by it very nature is a human activities through learning and 

experience that is liable to interwoven and coordinates all aspects of human life. 
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Sources such as library, documents both published and unpublished as well as 

the used of questionnaires been administered for a wide coverage of this 

research work. 

 

Data Representation 

The following tables was on expression of the respondents of the research 

questionnaires drawn and completed. 

 

Table 1 Question 1: Distribution of respondents based on corruption in 

Nigeria can lead to lose of life 

Responses Frequency Percentage % 

Strongly disagree 30 40% 

Disagree 25 19% 

Undecided 10 11% 

Agree 15 15% 

Strongly agree 15 15% 

Total 95 100% 

 

Table 2 Question 2: Distribution of respondents based on corruption lead 

people to robbery and  stealing  

Responses Frequency Percentage % 

Strongly disagree 15 15% 

Disagree 15 15% 

Undecided 25 19% 

Agree 10 11% 

Strongly agree 30 40% 

Total 95 100% 

 

Table 3 Question 3: Distribution of respondents based on injustice in 

Nigeria make people to become poor 

Responses Frequency Percentage % 

Strongly disagree 25 19% 

Disagree 10 11% 

Undecided 15 15% 

Agree 30 40% 
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Strongly agree 15 15% 

Total 95 100% 

 

Table 4 Question 4: Distribution of respondents based on injustice in 

Nigeria lead to lose of resources 

Responses Frequency Percentage % 

Strongly disagree 25 19% 

Disagree 10 11% 

Undecided 15 15% 

Agree 30 40% 

Strongly agree 15 15% 

Total 95 100% 

 

Table 5 Question 5: Distribution of respondents based on corruption in the 

churches make people to create different denomination 

Responses Frequency Percentage % 

Strongly disagree 10 11% 

Disagree 15 15% 

Undecided 25 19% 

Agree 30 40% 

Strongly agree 15 15% 

Total 95 100% 

 

Table 6 Question 6: Distribution of respondents based on injustice in 

Nigeria make people to run from various denomination  

Responses Frequency Percentage % 

Strongly disagree 15 15% 

Disagree 25 19% 

Undecided 10 11% 

Agree 30 40% 

Strongly agree 15 15% 

Total 95 100% 
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Table 7 Question 7: Distribution of respondents based on injustice in 

Nigeria make people to become unfaithful in Nigeria 

Responses Frequency Percentage % 

Strongly disagree 15 15% 

Disagree 10 11% 

Undecided 15 15% 

Agree 25 19% 

Strongly agree 30 40% 

Total 95 100% 

 

Table 8 Question 8: Distribution of respondents based on injustice in 

Nigeria make people to become a politician in Nigeria   

Responses Frequency Percentage % 

Strongly disagree 25 19% 

Disagree 15 15% 

Undecided 10 11% 

Agree 30 40% 

Strongly agree 15 15% 

Total 95 100% 

 

Table 9 Question 9: Distribution of respondents based on injustice in 

Nigeria make people to joint cultism 

Responses Frequency Percentage % 

Strongly disagree 30 40% 

Disagree 15 15% 

Undecided 10 11% 

Agree 25 19% 

Strongly agree 15 15% 

Total 95 100% 

 

Table 10 Question 10: Distribution of respondents based on corruption 

make our leaders to be wealthy 

Responses Frequency Percentage % 

Strongly disagree 15 15% 

Disagree 15 15% 



37  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

Undecided 10 11% 

Agree 25 19% 

Strongly agree 30 40% 

Total 95 100% 

 

Discussion of findings 

Table 1: distribution of respondents based on the corruption in Nigeria can lead 

to lose of life. From the table above, 30 people responded representing 40% 

strongly disagreed that corruption in Nigeria can lead to lose of life while 25 

people responded representing 19% disagreed and 10 respondents were 

undecided, representing 11% while 15 respondents representing 15% agreed 

and 15 respondents representing 15% strongly agreed. 

Table 2: Distribution of respondents based on corruption make people to 

robbery and stealing 

From the table above 10 respondents representing 11% strongly disagreed that 

corruption makes people to robbery and stealing, while 15 respondents 

representing 15% disagreed and 25 respondents where representing 15% 

strongly agreed. 

Table 3: Distribution of respondents based on injustice in Nigeria make people 

to become poor. 

From the table above 25 respondents representing 19% strongly agreed, while 

10 respondents representing 11% disagreed, and 15 respondents, while 40% 

agreed and 15 respondents representing 15% strongly agreed. 

Table 4: Distribution of respondents based on corruption in Nigeria can lead to 

lose of resources 

From the table above shows that, 25 respondents represent 19% strongly agreed, 

and 10 respondents representing 11% agreed while 15 respondents where 

representing 15% undecided and 39 respondents representing 40% agree while 

15 respondents where representing 15% strongly agree. 

Table 5: Distribution of respondents based on the corruption in the church make 

people to create different denomination. 

From the table above show, 10 respondents representing 11% strongly agree 

and 15 respondents representing 15% disagreed while 25 respondents 

representing 19% undecided and 30 respondents where representing 40% 

agreed while respondents where representing 15% strongly agreed. 
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Table 6: Distribution of respondents based on injustice in Nigeria make people 

to run from various denominations. 

From the above table, 15 respondents representing 15% strongly agreed while 

25 respondents while 19% disagreed and 10 respondents representing 11% 

undecided while 30 respondents representing 40% agreed and 15% respondents 

where representing 15% strongly agreed. 

Table 7: Distribution of respondents based on injustice make people to become 

unfaithful in Nigeria. 

From the above table, 15 respondents representing 15% strongly agree while 10 

respondents representing 11% disagreed and 15 respondents representing 15% 

undecided where 25 respondents representing 19% agreed and 30 respondents 

representing 40% strongly agreed. 

Table 8: Distribution of respondents based on injustice in Nigeria make people 

to become in politicians in Nigeria.. 

From the above table 25 respondents representing 19% strongly disagreed and 

15 respondents representing 15% disagreed. where 10 respondents representing 

11% are undecided. 30 respondents representing 40% agreed while 15 

respondents representing 15% strongly agreed. 

Table 9: Distribution of respondents based on injustice in Nigeria make people 

to join cultism. 

From the above table 30 respondents representing 40% strongly disagreed and 

15 respondents representing 15% disagreed where 10 respondents representing 

11% undecided and 25respondents representing 19% agreed while 15 

respondents where representing 15% strongly agreed. 

Table 10: Distribution of respondents based on corruption make our leaders to 

become wealthy. 

From the above 15 respondents representing 15% strongly agreed and 15 

respondents where representing 15% disagreed while 10 respondents 

representing 11% undecided and 25 respondents where representing 19% 

agreed and 30 representing 40% strongly agreed. 

 

Discussion of Findings 

Result from the table one indicates that corruption in Nigeria cannot lead to lose 

of life. As 30 respondents representing 40% strongly disagreed while 25 

respondents representing 19% disagree and 10 respondents representing 11% 
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undecided while 15 respondents where representing 15% agreed and 15 

respondents representing 15% strongly agreed. 

Result from the table two indicate that corruption in Nigeria cannot make people 

to robbery and stealing as 15 respondents representing 15% strongly disagreed 

and 13 respondents representing 11% agreed while 30respondents where 

representing 40% strongly agreed. 

Result from the table three indicates that injustice in Nigeria cannot lead to lose 

of resources. As 25 respondents representing 19% strongly disagree while 30 

respondents representing 40% disagree. While 15 respondents representing 

15% undecided while 10 respondents representing 11% agree and 15 

respondents where representing 15% strongly agree. 

From the table four above indicated that corruption in he churches cannot make 

people to create different denomination as 10 respondents representing 11% 

strongly disagree which 15 respondents representing 15% disagree and 25 

respondents representing 19% undecided while 30 respondents representing 

40% agree and 15 respondents where representing 15% strongly agree. 

Result from the table five indicates that injustice in Nigeria cannot make people 

to run from various denomination. As 15 respondents representing 15% strongly 

disagree while 25 respondents representing 19% disagree and 10 respondents 

where representing 11% undecided while 30 respondents representing 40% 

agree and 15 respondents representing 15% strongly agree. 

Result from the table six indicate that injustice cannot make people to become 

unfaithful in Nigeria. As 15 respondents representing 15% strongly disagree 

while 10 respondents representing 11% disagree and 15 respondents 

representing 15% strongly disagree and 15 respondents representing 15% 

undecided while 25 respondents representing 40% strongly agree. 

Result from the table seven indicated that, corruption cannot make people to 

become a pollination of Nigeria. As 25 respondents representing 19% strongly 

disagree and 15 respondents presenting 15% disagree while 10 respondents 

representing 11% undecided and 30 respondents represent 15% strongly agree. 

Result from Table eight indicate that distribution of respondents based on 

injustice in Nigeria make people to become in politicians in Nigeria. From the 

above table 25 respondents representing 19% strongly disagreed and 15 

respondents representing 15% disagreed. where 10 respondents representing 

11% are undecided. 30 respondents representing 40% agreed while 15 

respondents representing 15% strongly agreed. 
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Result from the table nine indicate that injustice in Nigeria cannot make people 

to join cultism. As 30 respondents representing 40% strongly disagree and 15 

respondents where representing 40% strongly disagree and 15 respondents 

where representing 15% disagree while 10 respondents representing 11% 

undecided and 25 respondents representing 19% agree while 15 respondents 

representing 15% strongly agree. 

Result from the table ten indicate that corruption cannot make out leaders to 

become very rich as 15 respondents representing 15% disagree while 10 

respondents representing 11% undecided and 25 respondents representing 19% 

agree while 30 respondents where representing 40% strongly agree. 

 

CORRUPTION AS A CONCEPT 

Corruption according to Scupin (2010), corruption can occur in different scale. 

Corruption ranges from small favour between a small number of people (petty 

corruption to corruption that affects the government on a large scale (grand 

corruption), and corruption that is so common that is part of everyday structure 

of society, including corruption as one of the symptoms of organized crimes are 

endemic sociological occurrences which appear with regular frequently in 

virtually all countries in the global scale in varying degree and proportion. 

 Individual nations each advocate domestic resources for the control and 

regulation of corruption and crime. Strategies to counter corruption are often 

summarized under the umbrella term and anti-corruption. 

Gine (2007), further defined corruption as the wielding of power for the 

preference, earning a profit, the benefit of a group or prestige which breaks the 

moral conducts or breaches the Law. Obafemi (2011), said Nigeria people with 

ancestry from Nigeria, Nigeria is composed of multiple ethnic groups and 

cultures and the term Nigeria refers to a citizenship – based civic nationality. 

Nigerian device from over 250 ethnic groups and languages though there are 

multiple ethnic groups in Nigeria economic factors result in significant mobility 

of Nigerians and multiple ethnic and religious background, reside in territories 

in Nigeria that are not outside their ethnic of religious background, resulting in 

the intermixing of the various ethnic and religious groups, especially in 

Nigeria’s cities. 

In English language is the lunatic franca of Nigerians. About 50 percent were 

Muslim and 50 percent were Christians. Nigerians came from multiple ethnic 

and religious backgrounds as the creation of Nigeria was the result of a colonial 
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creation by the British empire that did not correlate with ethnic and religious 

boundaries.  

Corruption can be defined as an arrangement that involves an exchange between 

two parties (the demand and the supplier) which (i) has an influence on the 

allocation of resources either immediate or in the future and (11) involves the 

use of abuse of public or collective responsibility for private ends. Macrae 

(2007), typical of most social science concepts. Corruption does not have a 

single all acceptable definition. The concepts according to Akindele (2015), has 

long been ideologically, morally, culturally, politically and intellectually 

elusive to the point of losing sight if its detrimental and parasite influence on 

people and the society at large. Because it has no uniform, definition. What is 

regard as a corruption defends on the actors, the profiteers, initiators, how and 

where it takes place it also depends on the existing Law and regulations guiding 

certain actions. 

Some countries defined corruption in the broadest form while others legislated 

on the narrows definition of terms. However, Khan (2009), defined corruption 

as an acts which deviate from the formal rules of conducts governing the actions 

of someone in a position of public authority because of private regarding – 

motive, such as wealth power of status. Osoba (2010), said corruption is an anti-

social behaviour conferring improper benefit contrary to legal and normal 

norms and which undermines the authorities capacity to secure the welfare of 

all citizens. The World Bank defines corruption as the abuse of public office for 

private gains. Public office is abused through rent seeking activities for private 

gains. When an official accepts solicits for extort a bribe. Public office is also 

abused when private against actively offer bribes to circumvent public policies 

and processes for competitive advantage and profit.  

Corruption according to Dike (2005) is a betrayal of first resulting directly or 

indirectly from the subordination of public goals to those of the individual. Thus 

a person who engaged in nepotism has committed an act of interests over those 

of the larger society. 

 

THE MEANING OF CORRUPTION 

Some researchers have taken a holistic or broader approach in the discussion of 

corruption by dividing it to several forms and sub-divisions. These according 

Taylor (2010), include political corruption. It occurs when politicians and 

political decision makers, who are entitle to formulate, establishes and 



42  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

implement the laws on behalf of the people are themselves corrupt it’s also 

taken place when policy formulation and legislation is tailored to benefit 

politicians and legislators.  

 

Bureaucratic Corruption 

This occurs in public administration or the implementations of policies. It is the 

kind of corruption the citizens encounter daily at places like hospitals, schools, 

local licensing offices, police stations, the various government ministries. 

Bureaucratic corruption occurs when one obtains a business from public sector 

through inappropriate procedure. 

 

Electoral corruption 

According to Amundseu (2009), this includes promises of office special 

favours, coercion, intimidation, and interference with freedom of lection, 

buying of votes, disenfranchievment, snatching of ballot boxes, victimizing and 

maiming mutilation of election results in favour of loser and votes turn up in 

area where votes were not cast. 

 

Bribery  

According to Ribadu (2003), the payment (in money or kind) that’s taken or 

given in a corrupt relationship. These include kickbacks, “gratuities” pay off 

sweeteners greasing palmos scratching of back fraud. This involves some kind 

of trickery swindle and decent counter fating, racketing smuggling and forgery. 

Embezzlement: According Taylor (2010), this is seen as a theft of public 

resources by public, officials, it is where an official of the state steals from the 

public institution in which the embezzlement of public institution in which 

he/she is employed in Nigeria the embezzlement of public fund is one of the 

most common ways of wealth accumulation, perhaps due to lac of strict 

regulatory system. 

Extortion: It is the extraction of money and other resources by the use of 

coercion, violence, or threats to use force it is often seen as extraction from 

below. 

Favouritism: Amundsen (2009), said that this is a mechanism of power abuse 

implying a highly biased of state, resources. However, many see it as natural 

human productivity to favour friends, family and anybody close and trusted. 
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Nepotism: It is a special sources of favouritism in which public office holder 

prefers his/her kinfolk and family members. Nepotisms occurs when pone is 

exempted from application of contain Laws of reputations or given undue 

[reference in the allocation of scarce resources. 

These types of corrupt practices are very common and widespread, to the fact 

that it is no seen as  an acceptable norms and culture in the present day society.  

 

Causes of Injustice in Nigeria 

Gani (2000) did not see the law as a source of bread and butter: They went 

beyond just earning a living form it by pursuing social justice constitutional 

legal and moral fidelity for every citizens as a matter of principle and reason for 

being lawyers. He challenged them all at this point by reminding them a few 

incidents that required not silence on the part of legal profession, but lots of 

voices, action and litigation. 

Injustice according to Ribadu (2007), said, Peace and security are necessary 

pre-requisites for social has many as well as political and economic 

development, it is a truism that peace in any country is dependent on social 

justice and the availability of economic opportunities. In our history, even when 

policies and programs began to yield positive results the culture of continuity 

by succeeding administrations mean that policy making and implementation in 

Nigeria almost always takes one step forwards and two steps backwards. 

According to Okunola (2011), our people have been successfully divided by our 

elites along ethnic, religious, and regional lines. This chasm has been so deep 

and the divisions and bigotry is more analyst young people which ensuring a 

bleak, divisive and violent future for our nation. 

While Obuzor (2012), no government is legitimate unless it subscribes to two 

reigning principles. First, it must show equal concern for the fate of every 

person over when it claims dominion below it must respect fully the 

responsibility and right of each person to decide for herself how to make some 

valuable of his life. 

The phenomenon of corruption and its discernable implications has rendered its 

usage and understanding as essentially negative and detrimental to progress. 

The growing awareness of the existence of corruption has simultaneously 

generated a voluminous literature on it that has transcended academic 

disciplines and explored exhaustively its causes effects, and role in the 

economic, political, social and cultural milliner in general and in specific 
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regions and countries. As Paul Hafwood observes. By Klitgaard (1984), 

appeared that no notion was immune to the corrosive impact of political 

corruption. 

Academic interest in the phenomenon experienced by a parallel upsurge 

characterized by proliferation conferences devoted to the issue with related 

publications. A few major trends can be elicited by the brief over view of the 

available literature which many definitions has focus on the private interest and 

public establishment. These definitions means that in order to achieve the 

private gain, the political offices abused. 

 

Causes of Corruption in Nigeria 

The phenomenon of corruption and its discernible implications has rendered its 

usage and understanding as essentially negative and detrimental to progress. 

The growing awareness of the existence of corruption has simultaneously 

generated a voluminous literature on it that has transcended academic 

disciplines and explored exhaustively its causes, effects, and role in the 

economic, political, social and cultural milieu in general and in specific regions 

and countries. As Paul Heywood observes. By Klitgaurd (1984”4) it appeared 

that no nation was immune to the corrosive impact of political corruption. 

Academic interest in the phenomenon experienced a parallel up surge, 

characterized by a proliferation of conferences devoted to the issue with related 

publications. 

According to Kligaard (1984:4), cited in Harrison (63, 64), corruption is the 

summation monopoly and discretion excluding the accountability. In all these 

years, the political scientists and sociologists have researched the corruption. 

A few major trends can be elicited by the brief overview of the available 

literature. Many definitions highlight focus on the private interest and public 

establishment. These definitions mean that in order to achieve the private gain, 

the political office is abused. 

1. System corruption 

According to Farooq (2000:4), said that corruption is deep-rooted and 

pervasive which happens in a routine manner within and between the 

companies, public sector establishments, or individuals is called the 

systemic corruption. Be it economic or social or political system: 

corruption has been remaining integrated into all these areas thereby gets 

a reason to sustain. Systemic corruption is not confined to a particular 
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category, instead of a situation, where major institutions and processes 

of the state remain used by corrupt individuals and groups. Thus, people 

don’t have any option to deal with corrupt officials. 

2. Grand Corruption 

Musa (2001:49), said that grant corruption level of government that alter 

the laws and the functions of the respective state which allows the 

political officials to gain profit at the expense of the public. At the time 

of implementation of policy, high level or ”grand” corruption takes 

place. It doesn’t give much indication of the amount of money syphoned 

off, formulation of rule and policies at the higher levels. 

3. Petty Corruption 

Petty corruption refers to everyday abuse of entrusted power by low and 

midlevel public officials in their interactions with ordinary citizens, who 

often are trying to access basic goods or services in places like hospitals, 

schools, police departments and other agencies. 

According to Okunola (2011), document identifies are various instances 

of small-scale, bureaucratic or petty corruption from the implementation 

aspect, lie officials meet the public on a daily basis. Petty corruption 

involves bribery related to the implementation of existing laws, rules and 

regulations, thereby it differs. Usually, the modest sum is involved in this 

type of corruption and has also been called “low level” and “street level”. 

This petty corruption takes place on a day-to-day basis in organizations 

hospitals, local licensing authorities, schools, police, tax authorities, and 

so on. 

4. Legal and moral corruption 

The word corruption is originated from rump ere, means to break. As per 

this approach, corruption means clear infringement of the law Isaiha 

(2010). Thus, there is a need to state all the laws in brief without any 

doubt on meaning and discretion to the public officials. Corruption is 

interpreted legally by differentiating between a corrupt activity and what 

is not. Suppose an act of an official comes under the prohibition of laws, 

then it is corrupt: otherwise, it is not corrupt even though it remains 

unethical.  

 

Effect of Injustice in Nigeria 

Social injustice can be described as a situation in which dominant population is 

made known of the inequity that leads for others due to their relative position 
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in the structure of power Maus (2001), social injustice is also the way unjust 

actions are done in the society. Social in justice occurs in a situation where the 

equals are treated unequally and the unequal is treated equally. Three common 

examples of social injustice include: discrimination, ageism, and homophobia 

Farooq (2000). I want to focus on discrimination, its causes, and the solutions 

of discrimination. 

Discrimination is considered illegal by the federal and state laws of the United 

States of America. These laws prohibit discrimination in employment, 

availability of housing, rates of pay, right to promotion, educational 

opportunity, civil rights, and use of facilities based on race, nationality, creed, 

color, age, sex, or sexual orientation Hill and Hill (2001), Discrimination always 

promotes or reveals unfair treatment of a person or a particular group of people 

on the basis of prejudice and partially which could lead to emotions such as 

frustration and anger. Discrimination seen or considered as a mild or serious 

form of suffering, with anger sometimes, in particular, if applicable anger at the 

person or persons who caused it. (U.K. Essay n.p.). Nigeria level of Corruption. 

This Day Newspaper (Lagos) Analysis this is why discrimination is considered 

or seen as a social injustice issue in our society today. 

The injustice at Every Turn survey revealed that twenty-five percent of 

transgender recipients reported losing a job because they did not conform to 

gender norms. A staggering ninety percent said they faced some forms of 

transgender-based discrimination. William (2008), a survey by the Injustice at 

Every Turn also showed that the amount of unemployed transgender respondent 

was two times the rate of the entire population used and they were more likely 

to get a wage of less than ten thousand dollars compared to the rest of the 

population in the survey conducted Paquette (2010). The Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission (www.liste.org.ISSN 2222-1905 (Paper) ISSN 2839 

(Online) Vol.7. No.5. 2015) fielded 16.008 charges of age discrimination in 

2000 and 23,364 in 2010, which was more than forty-five percent increase. 

 

Thus: 

1. Economic – A person who is denied of the opportunity to make money 

or unfairly paid for the work that they do. 

2. Infrastructure – when someone has inadequate living conditions to allow 

them to thrive and live to the fullest. 

http://www.liste.org.issn/


47  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

3. Spiritual – When people are unable to practice their religion in certain 

countries because it is illegal. 

4. Discrimination – When someone is being tormented due to their race or 

their beliefs. 

5. Violence – A person who lives with the threat of being attacked or 

receiving physical harm from another person. 

6. Political – When a person or group comes to power and doesn’t give the 

appropriate rights to the people. 

7. Health – Someone suffers physically due to the lack of medical care 

available for them. 

8. Education – When someone or a party are denied education due to any 

reason such as race or appearance. 

9. Despair – When someone doesn’t realize there true meaning and value 

in the world 

10. Environmental – When the community suffers due to the neglect of the 

environment. 

11. Gender injustice – The ability to not give women or men the rights they 

deserve. 

 

How to control corruption in Nigeria 

Okunola (2011), said that there has been a bargaining field of law-making at 

both the national and international levels on the subject of corruption. The 

United Nations, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the 

Council of Europe, the European Union (E.U.), the Organization of American 

States (OAS), the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD), the Global Coalition for Africa (GCA), and the International Chamber 

of Commerce are some of the universal organizations which work on policies 

and methods against corruption and nepotism. 

Okunola (2005), He concerted drive at the multilateral level to confront the 

problem of corruption has given birth to a number of anti-corruption legal 

instruments, which together constitute the current international legal regime to 

combat corruption. Such enthusiastic law-making activity began with the 

(2005), European Union Convention on the Protection of the European 

Communities Financial Interest and its two additional protocols.  

Mitterrand (2005), these processes stated above paved a pathway globally to 

battle against corruption at national level. But, this law-making process is not 
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stronger enough to tackle the universal issue of corruption. In accordance to this 

process, a basic human right to a corruption less society was proposed and 

concurrently an argument was done to breach of this right is considered as a 

crime with respect to international law. 

 

Christian Religion Education concept of Injustice and Corruption 

The Bible has a lot to say on the subject of injustice. We know that God is in 

favour of justice: we know that He is against injustice, even in the most basic 

terms. The writer of proverbs mentions this: “The LORD detests differing 

weights, and dishonest scales do not please him” (Proverbs 20:23), Justice is 

foundational to God’s throne (Psalm 89:14), and God does not approve of 

partiality, whether we are talking about a weighted scale or an unjust legal 

system (Leviticus 19:15). There are many other verses, in both Old and New 

Testaments, that give us an idea of God’s distaste for injustice (2 Chronicles 

19:7: Job 6:29: 11:14: Proverbs 16:8: Ezekiel 18:24: Romans 9:14. 

Isaiah lived in a time when Judah was struggling under the weight of injustice: 

“Justice is driven back, and righteousness stands at a distance:/ truth has 

stumbled in the streets, honesty cannot enter:/ Truth is nowhere to be found,/ 

and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey, /The LORD looked and was 

displeased/ that there was no justice” (Isaiah 59:14-15). God’s message for them 

was simple: “Learn to do right: seek justice./ Defend the oppressed./ Take up 

the cause of the fatherless: plead the case of the widow” (Isaiah 1:17). Later, 

God tells them to “loose the chains of injustice” (Isaiah 58:6 ch of: Psalm 82:3), 

indicating that injustice is a form of bondage and oppression. In the book of 

James, we see more deeply into the heart of God regarding injustice, God is not 

petty or obsessive. He does not value justice simply for the sake of having 

orderliness. There are deeper issues at stake, (In James 2:1:3), we see a 

discussion about partiality. James speaks to a group of believers who have been 

judging the people in their gathering according to their social status. In the 

human heart, injustice is a sign of partiality, judgementalism, and a lack of love. 

When we strive to be righteous by our own human measurements, we invariably 

forget God’s measurement perfection. Anything less than perfection is, to God 

a scale out of balance. 

Every human is, because of the fall, unjust. We do a lot of incongruent things. 

We make mistakes, we know hot and cold, we do and say things that are totally 

contradictory. As James says,: We all stumble in many ways” (James 3:2). 
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Injustice permeates our lives, as we judge unfairly and hold others to a different 

standard than we are willing to abide by ourselves. 

The only way to truly escape injustice is to first accept that God is perfectly just 

and humans are inherently unjust, i.e. less than perfect, and then to accept God’s 

righteousness (1 John 1:5-9). Only when we are no longer concerned with 

making ourselves righteous can we trust the One who justifies the ungodly 

(Romans 4:5). Then, as God’s children, we can see clearly to combat the 

injustice around us with a merciful attitude (Micah 6:8: James 1:27). 

Jesus is totally just; there is no injustice in Him at all. Because of His perfection, 

Jesus can provide true justice. In fact: “The father judges no one nut has 

entrusted all judgement to the Son” (John 5:22). We look forward to the time 

when righteousness and justice will be the order of the day and injustice will be 

banished forever: “Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be 

no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishment 

and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:7). 

 

SUMMARY 

This section provides the summary of the findings, made in the course of the 

study, this also includes, conclusions drawn from the findings of the study and 

recommendation made based on the findings and drawn conclusion. The 

research investigates the reason for injustice corruption in Nigeria. 

Consequently the study is divided into five sections one presented the 

background of the study, statement of the problem, research questions, 

hypotheses purpose of the study, significance of the study limitation of the study 

and definition of terms. 

Many literature review on injustice and are proffered while others are on the 

way. 

Section three questionnaires was distributed of fifty respondents twenty-five of 

them being married women. The entire fifty questionnaires were return fully 

five by the respondents. The questions to which the respondents were expected 

to respond to these questionnaires were analyses using tabulation and 

percentages accordingly, the major finding include based on the table have 

being discuss on their percentages accordingly. 

This section made summary, findings, conclusion and recommendation for the 

entire work. 
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Conclusions 

The reality on ground is that despite our experimentation with various political 

government institutions corruption in Nigeria, none has succeeded in reducing 

let alone eliminate corruption from today’s politics. Nigerian leaders and even 

followers have not paid any lip service the crusade to find a lasting solution to 

the service problem of corruption. It cannot be doubted that education is the 

response to whatever stimulus it receives from the social, economic and 

political systems, therefore, it is obvious that you do not reform a response in 

order to bring about reforms in the stimulus. This implies that correspondence 

principle suggests that a given political, social or economic situation will 

automatically call for the educational system suitable to it. If this is the case and 

of course it is, all educational reforms are better off being affected through a 

natural response to whatever changes are going on in the social spheres. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings and conclusions of the study, the following 

recommendations were made: 

1. Leadership must display transparency, honesty, probity, accountability, 

purposefulness and commitment to good ideals of the society before the 

followers will be convinced of the genuine of such crusade. 

2. The Nigeria Parliament should ensure there is an effective legal 

framework for the fight against corruption. This should entail a detailed 

operational framework of the EFCC to enhance its performance. 

3. Nigeria Parliament should also ensure that EFCC is independent and 

autonomous by clearly delinking it from political influence. In addition, 

Parliament should allocate adequate resources to the EFCC for it to 

execute its mandate effectively and independently without undue 

influence from other quarters. 

4. The legislature should give EFCC the power to prosecute. Limitation of 

EFCC to investigations has resulted to poor performance of the 

commission. 

5. The predilection for short cuts should be discouraged and made 

punishable. 

6. Family units must rise up to their primary responsibility of giving the 

first lessons in morality to their wards. 
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7. The moral fabric of the society should be strengthening through explicit 

examples of commitment, pragmatism, honesty, justice and fairness. 

8. Reward system should be equitable economic where hard work should 

be adequately compensated and recognized in all facets of our national 

life. 

9. A credible and effective system vigilance mechanism should be put in 

place. 

10. Poverty and unemployment must be seriously tackled, we commend the 

efforts of federal government for introducing poverty alleviation 

programme especially for unemployed youths in Nigeria but still the 

ideals of the programme was defeated by greedy politicians who 

hijacked it for their kits and kinsmen. Nigerians should avoid being used 

as perpetuators of corruption, instead be on the vanguard against this 

ugly trends, it is a battle to be fought by all and with the resources of all 

so that together we can build a corrupt free society. 
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