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Abstract 
Onomastics is the study of origins, meaning and science of names. Names 

are given to human beings as a means of identification. There are two 

contexts in naming: the literary context and the socio-cultural context. The 

literary context is the significance of the names in the text, how they are 

deployed. Names in the text are indexical of the socio-cultural context. Two 

works of Ola Rotimi selected for this work are “Hopes of the living dead” 

and Our husband has gone mad again” because they replete with 

characters’ name which have profound significance in the socio-cultural 

milieu of Nigeria The objectives of this study centered on identifying the 

names’ types in the selected texts. It categorized the names of the characters 

according to situation. It justified the significance of the names in relation 

to the themes of the texts. Speech act theory is the theoretical framework 

used for the work Descriptive design is used as the methodology of the work. 

Research sample is got by extracting the names from the two texts, the data 

gathered were analyzed using the acronym of VARIES and also 

illocutionary act distribution is used to analyzed the act of each character. 

The findings of the research revealed that there are three categories of 

names; the real names, the role names and the titular names. There are 

religious names and traditional names. The meanings of all the names at 

all levels corroborate with the relation to the themes. It is concluded that 
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fictional names are taken from the actual names in use and that names in 

African settings are carefully constructed in a semantico-syntactic sense to 

manifest specific meaning. The study recommends that literary onomastics 

should be undertaken by more researchers in order to reveal the different 

socio-cultural, political and psychological contexts of naming. 

 

Keywords: names, onomastics, literary texts etc. 

 
 

 

Introduction 
Onomastics is the study of origins, 

meaning, and science of names, 

Names are given to human beings as a 

means of identification. In Yoruba 

cultural setting, there is a wise saying 

that a child is given name for easy 

identification on the day he or she will 

commit a crime.  A child is given 

names base on the circumstance that 

surrounds the birth of that child. That 

is why there is a proverb in Yoruba to 

buttress this point which is you 

consider the background of the home 

before a child is given names. There 

are some names that reflect the family 

a child is born to like Ojewumi, 

Ojelade, Egunjob, these names reflect 

that such child is born into a family 

that worship masquerade. Osunfunke, 

Osunbunmi, Osuntolu reflect the 

name of people that worship Osun 

river goddess.  Ogunrinde, Ogundele, 

Ogunsola show the family that 

worship god of Iron i.e Ogun. 

Sangodele, Sangowanwa, Sangosakin 

reflect the families that worship god of 

thunder (Sango) There are some 

names that reflect the town they come 

from eg. Omidina, Elusogbon, 

Fadiora, all these names are from Ile-

Ife. Names like Adenuga, Odusanya, 

Oduntan are from Ijebu. Names like 

Shorunke, Sonekan, Oridota are from 

Abeokuta. Ojebode (2019) mentions 

some of the branches of onomastic 

which are, toponym (place name) 

anthroponym (the proper name for a 

group of people, enthnonym (tribe/ 

clan/ ethnic name), zoonym (animal 

name), hodonym (street name) and 

hydronym (water body name). There 

is also metronym (it is a personal 

name that has its origin from a 

mother’s name), patronym (it is a 

personal name that has its origin from 

father’s name), pseudonym 

(fictitious/alternative for a legal 

name), theonym (names of god/deity) 

and literary onomastic (character’s 

name). 
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Literary onomastics is the concern of this study. Literary onomastics is a study 

between literature and proper names Allagbe (2016) sees the term to be 

semantic import of proper names in a literary text. Quoting Alvarez-Altman in 

Ojebode (2019) consider literary onomastic as a specialized literary criticism in 

which scholars are concerned with the levels of significance of names in drama, 

poetry, fiction, and folklores. These include names of places and characters as 

they relate to theme, structure and other literary considerations. Therefore, 

literary artist create convincing imitations of real people within the society 

(Vidhya and Arjunan:76 ).  Hadju opines that onomastic cut across different 

field of study; the names are emblematic condition of contemporary’s issues in 

Nigeria. Ojebode (2019) quoting Izevbaye (1981) explains that there are two 

different contexts that we have in a name, sociocultural context is the aspect of 

Nigeria culture that deals with naming. Hadju (2010) opines that behind every 

name there is a story. Allagbe is of the view that literary onomastics is the 

sematic values of proper names in a given literary text. Odebunmi (2008) 

identifies two major categories of names ‘real world and literary names’.   

Nigeria as a country is basically divided into two social groups; the rich and the 

poor. This socio political condition finds expression in the thematic pre-

occupations of the text. The characters’ names reflect the nationalist agenda of 

Ola Rotimi who seems to mirror the cross section of Nigeria cultures 

particularly Yoruba, Hausa, and Igbo. These are names that boil on the socio-

cultural context of meaning in Nigeria according to Izevbaye (1981). He posits 

that there are two context in naming (naming typologies) the literary context 

and socio-cultural context. The literary context is the significant of the names 

in the text how they have been deployed.  Names in text are indexical of the 

sociocultural context. Ola Rotimi belongs to the Yoruba culture, among the 

Yoruba, they believed that naming is important, it is beyond the aspiration of 

the parents, it also protect the destiny of the child, this is one of the reasons for 

the aphorism ‘ile laa wo ki a to so omo loruko’.i.e. circumstances around the 

birth of a child sometimes influence the name that a child is given. For instance, 

we have names like Abikus’ name e.g. Durosinmi (meaning stay and perform 

burial rite on me) Kosoko (meaning there is no hoe to dig your grave). We also 

have deities’ names that reflect ancestral worship e.g. Osunfunke, Sangodele, 

and Okekunle. We have names that reflect on occupations e.g. Agbetuyi, 

Odewale, Onayemi.     
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Two works of Ola Rotimi that have been selected for this study are Hopes of 

the Living Dead and Our Husband has Gone Mad Again because they are 

replete with characters’ name which have profound significance in the socio-

cultural milieu of Nigeria. It would be discovered that Ola Rotimi adopts names 

across different Nigeria culture. For instance Yoruba (Mama Muni), Yoruba-

Arabic (Mama Rashida, Sikira, Jimoh), Igbo (Nweke, Nwodo), Hausa, (Mallam 

Gaskiya), Kalabari (Ikoli) , Tiv (Catechist, Corporal), there are some thematic 

pre-occupations  that are closed to contemporary issues in Nigeria. For instance 

quest for emancipation by female politicians as found in the text, Sikira who 

happened to be the daughter of a leader of a national union of Nigerian market 

women leads a revolt and won against Lejoka-Brown who happens to be like a 

parody of the military era in Nigeria. Similarly in HLD, the Hansen patients are 

used in order to underscore the theme of social alienation particularly between 

the rich and the poor in Nigeria. Beyond this, we also find another instance, 

police brutality or military operation in Nigeria. For instance, in the text, the 

leper people were beaten by the police till one of them was shot during their 

revolution. The youths revolted because of the way police annihilate people, so 

they called on the government to put an end to SARS operation.  Government 

was adamant, then it led to protest that started on the 8th of October 2020. It got 

out of hands, many people were killed.  On military operation, Lejoka-Brown 

talked about how he and his friend Gideon Abednego Okonkwo went for peace 

keeping in Congo republic to fight the Belgian. Nigeria government do send 

military troupe for peace keeping in African countries that is experiencing war. 

Also in OHA, the three wives of Lejoka-Brown represent the categories of 

people within the Nigerian populace. Liza represents the elite, Mama Rashida 

represents the older generation, people who have already accepted their fate 

particularly with respect to the political leadership in Nigeria. Sikira represents 

the younger generation of females who want good governance, good leadership, 

and emancipation of women in politics, who refuse to accept the state of being 

regarded as order. 

The issue of BBC Correspondent is also seen in the text that came to interrogate 

Lejoka-Brown on the internal fracas between him and other executives. BBC is 

an international agency that intrudes into Nigerian socio-political events. They 

are always the first to capture. For instance during the youth protest, it was 

brought on CNN. www.bbc.com>world-a  
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End Sars: How Nigerian’s anti-police brutality protests went global-- BBC 

News 

 

Synopsis of the Texts 

HLD 

The story is about leper people kept in the general hospital in Port Harcourt by 

Doctor Fergusson using them as specimen to find medicine to cure the disease. 

Probably he was frustrated, he left for his country. Ever since then, the leper 

people were not given drugs again; they were maltreated till they cannot bear it 

again. They wrote a letter to the hospital management all to no avail, in the 

course of channeling their letter to Lagos they were asked to vacate the hospital 

to their various homes and villages. The people refused, they chose a leader to 

champion their course. In the course of struggle, one of them was shot; two of 

their leaders were arrested. The inmates were asked to move to IDT by the 

Superintendent of Police and Senior Medical Officer. The two tried to give 

incentives to the leader of the leper by promising him to build a house for him 

and also to give him gratuity and pension so that he can renounce his people 

which he turned down. At the end they stood their ground, they were promised 

of a new hospital at Uzoakoli. They fought for their right and the won in unity. 

 

OHA 

Major Lejoka Brown has three wives; the first wife is Liza a medical doctor 

from Ghana whom he got married to while in Britain.  The second wife Mama 

Rashida was inherited from his late brother, Sikira is the third wife whom he 

married because she is a daughter of a market women leader whom he relied on 

will help him to win the next election. He went into politics when he retired as 

a major but his idea in the party did not go down well with the other party 

members. When Liza retuned to Nigeria and she discovered that her husband 

had married two other wives, she was angry and told the husband that she will 

be living in the house as a stranger. In the course of interaction with co-wives, 

she taught Mama Rashida how to expand her business and her discussion with 

Sikira opened her eyes which liberated Sikira that men and women have equal 

right. Mama Rashida business has grown so well that she took permission to go 

and stay in the village for her business expansion. Sikira flouted her husband 

order and packed out of the house to join her mother and she became the flag 



270  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

bearer of her husband’s political party because her husband is no more the flag 

bearer of the party because of his strange idea.  

 

Statement of the problem 

In the recent time, it is discovered that people are just giving names to their 

children without considering the circumstances that surround the birth of that 

child as it was in the olden days may be due to religious influence, civilization 

or modernization. They just give names without knowing the meaning of those 

names. It is the thrust of this paper to inform that giving names in African 

settings go beyond just giving a name. The names giving to a child goes a long 

way to shape, give direction and inform the altitude of such child in life. The 

concept of names that Ola Rotimi used in the texts could be borrowed by giving 

names to children of nowadays.  

Also according to Odebode (2018) Ola Rotimi is one of the few authors whose 

works have not yet enjoyed quantitative approach from linguistic-onomastic 

researchers. In fact there is none to the best of his knowledge. The present study 

is an attempt to fill the gap. Given that words perform actions in this sense, 

contextually, a name which symbolize an utterance, is therefore performing 

certain action(s) in the universal of the two texts that will be examined, “Hopes 

of the living dead” and “Our husband has gone mad again”. 

 

Aim and Objectives of the Study 

The aim of this study is to examine the naming topologies in the two selected 

texts of Ola Rotimi and relate the names to the characters’ personalities and 

roles in the texts. The objectives of this study are 

i. to identify the names types. 

ii. to justify the significance of the names in relation to the themes of 

the works (texts). 

iii. to categorize the names of the characters according to situation. 

 

Significance of the study  

No writer ever writes in vacuum. .writing are anchored on entities within the 

world of the writer. Hence characterization and onomastic are concept which 

can be located within the realm of indexical .particularly reference to characters 

belong to what usually call person deixis in as much as names mentioned in a 

given texts do not features in isolation. The significance of this present study is 
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to examine the area of literature texts with regards to onomastics .through the 

textual analysis of the names under study, language specialists would be able to 

internalize the essence o the rile play in line with the dictate of a given name in 

a given situation from the Yoruba cosmological perspective. 

 

Research Questions 

The following research questions is formulated to help in doing the analysis of 

the study 

i. What are the naming types used in Ola Rotimi’s plays? 

ii. What is the significance of the names in relation to the theme of the 

text? 

iii. What are the categorizations of the names according to situation?  

 

Theoretical Framework  

The theoretical framework use for this study is the Speech Act theory. Speech 

Act Theory was propounded by the British philosopher, J.L. Austin (1962) in 

how to do things with words. According to him, words do not just occur in 

vacuum, they are used to perform certain action(s) like requesting, begging, 

commanding and naming. Initially, Austin recognizes both the constative and 

performative verbs. Constative verbs are used for making declarative 

statements. Alternatively, performative verbs are used for performing actions 

and they can be verified contextually to know whether the conditions 

surrounding their utterances are felicitous or not. Therefore, Austin proposes 

three acts within the general scope. These are; the locutionary act (i.e. the real 

utterance or writing), the illocutionary act (i.e. the function performed by the 

utterance/locution) and the perlocutionary act (i.e. the effect of the utterance on 

the listener).        

 

Onomastic Contexts 

This study adopts onomastic semiosis as a bedrock for a successful fusion 

characterization (characterology) and onomastic as a task to be done in this 

regard, a term that then summarizes this amalgamative process in a literary 

context is ‘literary onomastic’. Characterization is intrinsic to naming (identity) 

in literary texts, and through it writers typifies “the beauty and the confusion of 

the living” Williams (2006). Names, therefore, are necessary signs in Ola 

Rotimi’s texts base on specific situations. However, as far as meanings are not 
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evoked, names would remain merely classificatory terms. For a name to be 

described as meaningful, it must be construed through ‘situations’ that produce 

it.  Ojebode (2019). Halliday (1978) asserts that social semiotics originates from 

the field of semiotics and it is concerned with investigating essential human 

practices in specified social and cultural situations and attempts to explain 

meaning making socially. Randviir (1960) affirms that social semiotics is at 

present beyond this general framework towards a semiotics   of culture. social 

semiotics sees language as a social process in the society. It also said that text 

could be understood through context. It is of note that all texts written in 

language depends on context. 

Odebode (2015) opines one of the pioneer approaches to proper naming by the 

Yoruba Africans is Akinnasso (1980) who evokes the dichotomy between the 

Africans and Europeans over the issue of semantic relevance of proper names 

.In other to deconstruct the argument put up by scholars such as Kempson(1977) 

who submits that proper names do not have senses, they are meaningless marks. 

They have denotation but not connotation. Akinnaso (1980) observed that 

European personal names are “lacking in semantic content” because they “do 

not give direct information about the event they commemorate”. He maintains 

that the Yoruba African personal names are elaborate in linguistic structure and 

have sociocultural relevance. Based on the above, names in many African 

cultures are carefully constructed: in a semantico-syntactic sense to manifest 

specific meanings” Oyeleye (1985).  

 

Research Methodology 

The study makes use of primary and secondary data. Ola Rotimi’s Hopes of the 

Living Dead and Our Husband has Gone Mad Again constitute the data to be 

used. Thirty-two (32) characters’ names were extracted from the two texts or 

analysis. The texts were selected because they belong to the same literary genre 

of liberation. Books, journals, theses and the internet formed secondary source 

of data.  

Due to the lengthy words of the texts, it will be shorten to HLD (hopes of the 

living dead) and OHA (our husband has gone mad again)    

The acronym of VARIES will be used to analyse. 

 

Vocation 

It indicates the use of name to capture particular vocation. This in turn leads to 

the concept of role and titular names within the socio-cultural and literary 
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contexts of Ola Rotimi. The following are the vocational names; Court Clerk, 

Catechist, Editor, Senior Medical Officer, Sergeant, Guard in HLD. Journalist, 

BBC Correspondent, Photographer in OHA. 

 

Age  

It could refer to a period, epoch or era. It could also mean age in years. Sikira 

and Alhaji Mustafa indicate the age bracket of the characters. 

 

Religion/Region  

In respect to religion, this occurs in categories. In Ola Rotimi’s texts, we have 

names of characters that depict Christian and Islamic religions. Names that 

indicate Christian are Hannah in HLD, and Gideon, Abednego and Liza in OHA  

 

Region  

Region refers to a particular geographical location in the world or fiction or any 

other large official areas into which a country (in reality or fiction) is grouped. 

The study represents the Acronym R in the VARIES model for both religion 

and region. Region is the alternative term for toponmy that is place name in a 

literary text or reality. In Ola Rotimi’s texts we have region such as Lagos, Port 

Harcourt, Uzoakoli, Kafanchan, America Congo, 

 

Informality 

Ojebode (2019) quoting Nilsen and Nilsen, (2006), informality necessary 

includes slang, contraction of words and collocation. In the dialogues among 

character’s (official) name that is formal and refined. For instance, we have 

Polycarp as a nickname exposes the character as a stark illiterate and messenger 

in Our Husband has Gone Mad Again. 

 

Educational  

It is a sociological factor that indicates the educational attainment or 

competence of a character. In the OHA, Liza attained the level of medical 

personnel by attending school of medicine in abroad. Likewise, Gideon 

Abednego studied law. In HLD, Hannah is a trained teacher before she became 

a leper and others like Ikoli,  hospital matron, senior medical officer etc.  

 

Sex  
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It refers to the class of gender that a character belongs. Character’s name in Ola 

Rotimi selected texts significantly will be categorized into male and female 

names. In male category, we have names like Jimoh, Alibo, Nweke, Nwodo, 

Ikoli, Mmezi and in female category we have Hannah, Iya Muni, Ayisatu in 

HLD.  In OHA, we have the following names in male category; Major, Gideon 

Abednego Okonkwo, Alhaji Mustafa, Mallam Gaskiya and Musa Osagie 

 

Data Presentation 

Table1 Indicating Naming Typology 

Role Names Real Names  

HLD 

Real Names  

OHA 

Titular Names 

Court Clerk Ikoli Harcourt 

Whyte 

Rahaman Teslim 

Lejoka-Brown 

Mallam  

Editor Hannah Gideon 

Abednego 

Okonkwo 

Alhaji  

Catechist Ayisatu Mama Rashida Madam  

Corporal Jimoh Sikira Major  

Hospital Matron Alibo Liza  

Senior Medical  

Officer 

Nweke Mustafa  

Superintendent of 

Police 

Nwodo Polycarp   

Hospital Night 

Watchman 

Mama Muni Musa Osagie  

Sergeant  Gaskiya   

Inmates  Bambina 

Ajanaku 

 

BBC 

Correspondent 

   

Nigerian 

Journalists 

   

Press 

Photographer 
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The names selected in the analysis have been classified as: the role names, the 

real names (anthroponyms) and nicknames. Each of them is given an in-depth 

exposition based on the principle of Speech Act by Austin (1962). This is done 

in order to unravel their illocutionary significance.  

 

Analysis of Real Names 

HLD 

Ikoli Harcourt Whyte: his name ‘Ikoli’ means a person who has the potential to 

attain spiritual enlightenment.  Harcourt means from the fortified farm and 

Whyte means strength and courage. He is a kalabari man, he was chosen at his 

back by his people to be their number 1 leader in their struggle. Before he was 

chosen as a leader he has been championing the course of his people. He took 

the leadership role very well that when SMO and superintendent wanted to bribe 

him so that he will leave his people to their fate he refused bluntly.  All his three 

names depict his character in the novel. He attained the position of a leader, he 

and his people went into serious farming so that they will be self- reliant in 

producing food that they will eat by themselves when they had moved down to 

Infectious Diseases Hospital page 74 and 104, therefore declining the offer of 

SMO to provide food for them because they don’t want disappointment again 

on the issue of food. His third name “Whyte” shows how he was courageous 

and showed strength in the face of uncertainty and dillusionment in page 94. 

Hannah is a Hebrew name which means “favour and grace” Hannah was a 

trained teacher teaching in a school before she was infected with leprosy 

page12. In the text Hannah was one of the leaders that is seeing to the welfare 

of her people, she took care of the sick among them, she equally direct her 

people on what to do. She found grace in leading her people attesting to her 

name. Nweke attested to this in pp.79, that she should not marry because she 

deserves an angel.   

Nweke means a boy born on Eke market day, eke market day signifies a lot of 

meaning of which bad omen is the most pronounced. He is one of the chosen 

leaders to lead the people. He was an interpreter who normally interprets 

conversations to others. He was courageous, pp. 13 bold pp.14 he shows 

concern to all other inmates. He led the search to look for Catechist when he 

could not be found. He wrote the petition letter that was sent to Lagos while 

court clerk was dictating what to write pp.29.  He always takes the lead 

whenever a bad omen or the other is about to happen, he was with Harcourt 
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when they were given ultimatum to vacate General hospital to their various 

homes or to Infectious Diseases Hospital near the cemetery. He was among the 

team that went to Uzuakoli to find out if indeed there was a land that has been 

apportioned to build lepers hospital. He was always at the forefront of 

unpalatable events according to his name. 

Jimoh means a boy born on Friday. He is a Yoruba man; being born on Friday 

makes him a faithful Muslim. He was fighting with another inmate called Alibo.  

Alibo is a close friend of Catechist, when Catechist absconded from the camp, 

Alibo and Jimoh are sharing the bed, but on that day, Alibo prevented Jimoh 

from sleeping on that bed, so fight ensued. Jimoh was asked to sleep on Alibo’s 

mat which he refused bluntly that his own type of leprosy is the skin type while 

that of Alibo is worse with no fingers and toes. Therefore, he cannot sleep on 

Alibo’s mat. May be for the mere fact that Jimoh is a faithful Muslim, he 

wouldn’t want his condition to grow worse or he wouldn’t want dirtiness to 

stain him from Alibo’s mat. 

Alibo is an Okrika man who is a friend to Catechist. He felt he has privilege 

over his friend’s property that was why he fought Jimoh over his friend’s bed. 

Mama Muni is a Yoruba woman and Yoruba is very fond of shortening of their 

names e.g. Adesola shorten to Sola. Muni is a shorten form of a name. She was 

the one that interpreted the words of Jimoh to the people. In the course of 

interpreting, she was shortening the sentences while making body gesture to 

complete the action. 

Nwodo means a child of peace; he followed Nweke to Uzuakoli to find if truly 

government had released land to build hospital for the lepers. They went and 

found the truth which brings peace to the agitated mind of the people.  

 

Analysis of Roles Names 

Court clerk it is a role name in the novel; He was the one that dictated the content 

of the petition letter meant to be sent to Lagos. He was chosen to be the second 

in command of Harcourt. They were arrested together because of the protest 

that happened at the leper colony. He challenged the Matron for the inhuman 

treatment she meted out to them. Pp. 11-12, mocking her for the kind of wife 

she is going to be for her husband. He is always present to fight the course of 

the people. 

Editor is also a role name. Editor has usually been the people’s letter writer, 

until court clerk said they are not writing letter but petition. He is volatile in 



277  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

nature always attacking one person or the other. He attacked Court Clerk on the 

issue of writing a petition letter. He attacked Catechist when he said he was sick 

on the night they were going to start farming the next day, saying he was 

feigning sick so that he would be exempted from farming’ 

Corporal is a role name in the text, he is a Tiv man. He came with his wife 

Ayisatu to the leper camp when Catechist absconded from the camp to 

Kafanchan, so three of them returned to the camp. He helped to strategize on 

how to carry out protest when police will be sent to drive them away from the 

camp. He instilled courage in the inmates. Eventually he was shot in the leg 

during the protest but the police were unable to drive the inmates out of the 

premise of General hospital. 

Mallam is a role name in the text which means scholar. He was a paymaster at 

the Native Administration in Kano before he became a leper. He was a 

persuader; he talked the people into choosing their leaders in the face of 

adversity. He is bold, fearless, when it seems that Harcourt was getting wearied 

in the spirit he admonished him to put his trust in god and never to look at what 

his people may be doing.   

Matron is a role name in the text, as a matron, she is expected to care for the 

well- being of the people but it is seen that this woman is saucy in nature.  She 

did not regard the people as a living soul; she is expecting them to be begging 

for their right to live and to be catered for. 

Senior Medical Officer is also a role name in the text; he was trampling upon 

the right of the people. He considered them to be dead in the real sense of it. He 

believed that they constitute menace to the entire people of Port Harcourt. He 

was hell bent to vacate them out of the hospital premise. He tried force to evict 

them out when it did not work; he tried to buy their leader over it failed also. It 

was then that he did the people’s bidding by giving them a better place to live. 

Superintendent of Police as a role name, he tried to instill fear in the leaders of 

the people that they should vacate the hospital premise but he was told bluntly 

that they would not leave. He then sent his boys to send the people out at all 

cost who later shot Corporal on the leg. He lambasted the sergeant for shooting 

because he thought the public might condemned their act. With the help of 

SMO, they tried to buy their leader which did not work  

Sergeant is a role name; he was made to lead the police team to the hospital to 

evict the leper people. They called out the people to vacate the ward, they 

refused, they decided to go into the ward to send them out, the leper people were 
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making jest of them, rushing at them to touch them. There was scuffle, Corporal 

collected a rifle from one of them, others were struggling with the policemen, 

Corporal was now charging at the sergeant and he was shot on the leg.  

The Catechist is a role name, the man worked with the Royal Niger Company 

as a chief interpreter. At the onset of their crisis he absconded to nowhere. He 

was sought for by his people but they couldn’t find him. After some time he 

returned with Corporal and his wife from Kafanchan. He explained his ordeal 

to his people how he hid himself in a coal train, he stayed in a coach with cows. 

He was inside a coach with cows including Corporal and his wife. They were 

being kicked by cows’ leg, one night the guards shoveled them with cow dung 

into the bush at Enugu. So from there they trekked down to Port Harcourt. He 

even pleaded for the people to accept Corporal and his wife. His role name is 

reflected in his character as a propagator of Christ, bringing sheep into the fold 

of God  

Inmates are other lepers in the General hospital at Port Harcourt comprises of 

many tribes from Nigeria. They did the protest together as a group, they engaged 

in farming to feed themselves. Although they had misunderstandings but they 

know how to settle their differences. At the end they won the battle. 

Hospital Night Watchman followed the hospital matron to the ward G and H 

.he reported to the matron that noise is coming from the ward. So they went 

there together to see what was happening. He was sent to go and call Senior 

Medical Officer to come and see also. As a watchman, he has to see that all is 

well in the environment. 

 

OHA 

Rahman Teslim Lejoka-Brown: Rahman means servant of merciful one, Teslim 

means peaceful and Brown means everything. With all these good attributes in 

the name, it was discovered that the bearer of the names acted in opposite 

direction of the names which is ironical. He is a retired army officer, he retired 

as a Major. He dabbled into politics for a selfish interest 

Gideon Abednego Okonkwo:  Gideon means warrior, Abednego mean s servant 

of life and Okonkwo means a boy born on nkwo day. In the text it is seen that 

he was once a warrior before he went to law school and became a lawyer. So 

his name Gideon means warrior. As a lawyer, he will work for people that have 

one case or the other in court which with his knowledge as a lawyer will release 
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people from the hand of death, bringing life to them. So his name Abednego is 

revealed in his profession as a lawyer.. 

Liza is the shorten form of Elizabeth meaning God is my abundance. True to 

the meaning of her name Liza is the only wife that stood by her husband. Mama 

Rashida left for the village to expand her chicken business, Sikira left to join 

her mother in politics whereby she emerged the party’s flag bearer. It was only 

Liza that stood by her husband through thick and thin. Even when Rahman was 

shot during his day as military officer, she took care of him which led to their 

marriage. 

Mama Rashida: Rashida means rightly guided, and in the text, she was rightly 

guided by Liza which led to the expansion of her business and Alhaji Mustafa 

also admonished her to move to the village so that her chicken could grow well 

with vast of land and no disturbance. 

Sikira means memory, recollection,   and remembrance of the past. She 

remembered the treatment that she is receiving from her husband and decided 

to put a stop to it by challenging her husband that man and woman are born 

equally. She recollects the past ill-treatment and returned to her mother. 

Polycarp means fruitful, in the text he put in more efforts to satisfy his master 

and the wives.   

Alhaji Mustafa: Mustafa means the chosen one, he is an old man in the text 

whom Major had chosen to be of help to by borrowing his gun.to fight and stop 

the demolition of his grandfather’s house. He was equally given three thousand 

pounds as compensation.. he equally advice d Mama Rashida to go and live in 

the village for the expansion of her business which she obliged to. 

Mallam Gaskiya: Gaskiya means truth, justice and fair, as a result of his name, 

he stood his ground when he was telling major that military surprise and attack 

will not work in political campaign.  He was being fair when a meeting of 

reconciliation was called between him and major he came for the meeting and 

he was asked question from the BBC Correspondent. He says whatever major 

say is final. He is known for telling the truth. 

Musa Osagie: Musa means the one saved from the water and Osagie means 

godsent.  This is reflected in the text when major brought out gun and ordered  

Musa Osagie , Mallam Gaskiya, the Reporters, BBC Correspondent to be on 

their kneels because he did not want them to look at Liza who was coming from 

the beach  in a bikini . Musa was saved not from water but from gun. He was 

sent by the party to Major to settle their differences.  
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Madam Bambina Ajanaku: Bambina means an attractive young woman and 

Ajanaku means elephant or a great one. In the text madam Ajanaku was seen as 

a beautiful young woman who command respect from people and Ajanaku 

which makes her to be a force to be reckon with. It was seen when she said that 

they want a female candidate as a party flag bearer , it was agreed by the party 

members. 

 

Analysis of Role Names 

BBC Correspondent is a role name, who was made to capture the reconciliatory 

meeting between Major, Mallam Gaskiya and Musa Osagie. He was molested 

by Major 

2 Nigeria Journalists is a role name, who was made to capture the reconciliatory 

meeting between Major, Mallam Gaskiya and Musa Osagie. He was molested 

by Major 

Photographer is a role name, who was made to capture the reconciliatory 

meeting between Major, Mallam Gaskiya and Musa Osagie. He was molested 

by Major 

 

Analysis and Discussion 

In analyzing the characters to depict the current issues in Nigeria, Major 

Rahman Lejoka-Brown is a typical Nigerian politician who has no good 

intention for the masses. For instance, “If you want to be famous and eat 

national cake go into politics”.  Also in  pp 4 he was telling his party boys that 

it is not national cake that they will eat because of its softness but they will eat  

mouthful of national chin-chin.. . He married three wives, the first wife; is 

Mama Rashida whom she inherited from his late brother who is a trader. The 

second wife is Liza an American based literate whom she intends to font as first 

lady. The third wife is Sikira whom he married because she is the daughter of 

market women leader to enhance his victory in the forth coming election. Being 

a major, he told the party that they are going to use military surprise and attack 

strategy to win the election which was a strategy in the army to fight their 

opponent. 

A typical Nigerian politician has no direction of solving peoples’ problems, 

their own is to marry as many wives as possible when there is money and to feel 

unconcern about the masses just like Major General Muhammod  Buhari felt 

unconcern about the killing in Lekki few weeks ago when the youth are 
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protesting on #endsars. A group of military men shot those youth and till today 

our president said nothing. It also reflected in his dealing with masses, he 

maltreated his wives, calling Liza a cheap woman in pp. 65,shouting and 

ordering Sikira about, Polycarp was not spared also , he even rough handled 

him in pp. 30-32. Politicians in Nigeria do not regard the masses as human 

being; they regarded masses as toys to be played with. 

Likewise, the protest in the leper colony is avoidable if the people in authority 

had done the needful, but because they felt the people are not living, they 

maltreated them. But the leper stood their ground they demanded for their right 

and they won eventually. This is just the exact situation in Nigeria, the youth 

protested against SARS for two weeks until it ended in chaos. Because of the 

insensitivity of the government on the condition of the masses there will be 

incessant crisis cum protest 

There is woman emancipation in OHA, female are now coming up into politics. 

For instance now there are few women rising up to hold one political post or the 

other in the country.  The likes of Mama Rashida who represent the older 

generation of women in Nigeria, and the likes of Sikira who represent the 

younger generation embracing politics now which shows that with time it is 

most possible for woman to emerge governor of a state.     

 

Summary and Findings 

The analysis so far can be summarized as follows:  thirty-three names, taken 

from the primary texts (HLD and OHA) are analyzed.  The names are divided 

into three: role names, real name and titular names. The result is 

diagrammatically represented with a table. 

 

Table 2: illocutionary Acts’ Distribution 

Name  Illocutionary Act 

Ikoli Harcourt whyte Challenging 

Hannah  Assisting 

Nweke  Encouraging 

Court Clerk Assisting 

Editor  Challenging 

Catechist Assisting 

Corporal Encouraging 
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Mallam  Counseling 

Ayisatu  Bidding 

Hospital Matron Assessing 

Senior Medical Officer Threatening 

Superintendent of Police Threatening 

Hospital Night Watchman Cautioning 

Sergeant  Challenging 

Jimoh  Prioritizing 

Alibo  Admitting 

Mama Sumi Assisting 

Nwodo  Assisting 

Rahamam Lejoka-Brown Threatening 

Gideon Abednego Okonkwo Counseling 

Mama Rashida Prioritizing 

Sikira Challenging 

Liza  Encouraging 

Alhaji Mustafa Cautioning 

Polycarp Admitting 

Mallam Gaskiya Cautioning 

Musa Osagie Cautioning 

Madam Bambina Ajanaku Bidding 

BBC Correspondent Assessing  

Nigerian Journalist Assessing 

Press Photographer Assessing 

Inmates Prioritizing  

 

Conclusion 

This study has pragmatically proved the effect of the speech act theory that in 

saying something , we do something else. Thus, through the application of the 

theory to the different names deployed in the HLD and OHA. it may be 

established that rather than mere entertaining his reader/audience, the literary 

artist, Ola Rotimi, through his use of names, oftentimes prescribes, informs, 

asserts and predicts among others. Furthermore, the study has demonstrated that 

the texts possess taxonomy of onomastic resources which can be classified as 

role names, real names and titular names. The real names are more than the 
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other ones. Therefore it attests to the words of Izevbaye (1981) that fictional 

names are taken from the actual names in use and that names in African setting 

are carefully constructed “in a semantico-synatactic sense to manifest specific 

meanings”.  

In conclusion, it is good to have good education. The importance of education 

was seen in Liza, who was able to enlighten Mama Rashida on how to expand 

her business to have economic freedom.  As a result of education and her 

exposure, she equally exposed Sikira to have the knowledge of basic 

fundamental human rights. Ola Rotimi used leprosy metaphorically in the text 

to mean the poor people whom the rich people do not want to associate with 

Also, there must be unity in diversity, talking with one voice. Jimoh was 

castigating Alibo that his own leprosy is better than that of Alibo, leprosy is 

leprosy in HLD. Let us all have one voice to demand for our rights like the 

youth did through their recent protest nationwide to end SARS if both the older 

generation and the younger generation can emulate this and demand for their 

right to life, freedom of expression, right to good things of life, in due time, the 

government and the politicians will grant us our demands.   

 

Recommendation 

• Literary onomastic should be undertaken by more researchers in 

other to reveal the different sociocultural, political and psychological 

contexts of naming. 
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