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Abstract 
This paper focuses on the challenges of teaching English Language Lexis 

and Structure in a tertiary institution which is the basic block foundation of 

any other topic in English Language. Therefore, this paper will be of great 

importance to students, teachers, education planners and researchers. This 

is because it will draw the attention of teachers towards the need for 

effective teaching and learning of English lexis and structure. Above all, the 

method used in teaching lexis and structure, the challenges and proper 

solutions are fully discussed; As no institution will prosper without 

knowledge of lexis and structure in the language of instruction. 
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Introduction 
Lexis and structure play the most 

important role in English language. 

The reason for this is that, lexis deal 

with all words of English language 

and their meaning. Any vocabulary or 

words and their meaning that is used 

in any speech and written English 

language is known as lexis. Therefore, 

for English or any language taught or 

learned properly, beginning with 

words and their meaning (Lexis) is 

compulsory. 
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After learning the words, then how words will be used in the correct form is 

another big task. The structure was developed to take care of how all words of 

English and their meaning (Lexis) should be used in the right structure form. 

Hence structure is the arrangement of words in their correct or proper position 

to form phrase, clause and sentence. 

Because of the peculiarity of English, lexis and structure in English language, 

they help students to develop immensely in the aspect of English grammar. 

 

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK/LITERATURE REVIEW 

From available data (library materials, government documents, the internet etc) 

 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

For an effective teaching, it is expected of teachers to have the adequate 

knowledge of the subject matter of what she/her teaches. 

The teaching and learning English language cannot be separated from its lexis 

and structure. Teaching is the most important aspect of the educational system. 

This is because before a child learns something she/he must have been proper 

taught by someone or a teacher. 

For this reason, the importance of teaching cannot be overemphasized. 

Teaching is a system or activities designed to endue learning. Teaching and 

learning are full of activities and it involves communication proper, where the 

sender (teacher) and the receiver(s) (learners) of instructional context interact 

through various channels of communication (Ndimele, 2005). 

For this reason, effective teaching leads to effective understanding and good 

performance while ineffective teaching leads to poor understanding and poor 

performance. 

The research, therefore, focuses on the problems of teaching English lexis and 

structure on the performance of students in higher institutions. 

There are various indications for fallen standards of English language in tertiary 

institutions which are caused by some factors. This study aims to find out these 

factors and their effects on the performance of students. 

 

AIM AND OBJECTIVES OF THIS PAPER 

The aim and objectives of the paper are to unveil the problems of teaching 

English language lexis and structure on the performance of students in English 
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language. In line with the above statement, the study considers the following 

specific objectives to: 

a) Finding out the method used in teaching lexis and structure. 

b) Finding out the criteria for teaching English lexis and structure 

c) Determine the challenges of teaching lexis and structure. 

 

TEACHING 

Teaching: is the process of attending to people’s needs, experiences and feelings 

and making specific interventions to help them learn a particular thing.  

In much modern usage, the words “teaching” and “teacher” are wrapped up with 

schooling and schools. One way of approaching the  “what is teaching?” is to 

look at what those called “teachers” do-and-then to draw out key qualities or 

activities that set them apart from others. The problem is that all sorts of things 

are bundled together in job descriptions or roles that may have little to do with 

what we can sensibly call “teaching”. 

Another way is to head for dictionaries and search for both the historical 

meaning of the term and how it is used in everyday language. this brings us to 

definitions like:  

Impart knowledge to or instruct (someone) as to how to do something, or cause 

(someone) to learn or understand something by a example and experience. 

Therefore, the above definitions of teaching could be concluded that we are all 

teachers in some way at some time but the only thing it may be informal 

(Smitin,2016). 

 

LANGUAGE  

Language is a systematic means of communicating ideas by the use of sounds, 

gesture, signs or marks. It is the course used to express oneself and 

communicate with others. It is the mental faculty or power of vocal 

communicating ideas, especially human speech, and the expression idea by the 

voice and sounds and articulated by the organs of the throat and mouth is a 

language. This is a system of combining words to create meaning used by a 

particular group of people. Language is sometimes specific to humans, that is 

to say, it is the basic capacity that distinguishes humans from all other living 

beings. Language, therefore, remains potentially a communicative medium 

capable of expressing ideas and concepts as well as moods, feelings and 

attitudes. Council of Europe (2000). 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Even though the British introduced English in different countries for different 

reasons: For instance, Nigeria for colonialism and postcolonialism activities, 

India to their business and administration, it has served as a window through 

which one can see the treasures of life. English is a West Germanic language 

that developed during the “Anglo-Saxon Era” As a result of the military, 

economic, specific political and cultural influence of the British Empire during 

the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, it has become the Franca in many part of the 

world. From the time when English was introduced by Macaulay, there has been 

contrivance of using English language as the medium. According to research 

made in the 1980s, about one-third of Nigeria, Indians studied in schools that 

have English as a medium of instruction. As such the impact and importance of 

English is not only continuing but increasing. English as an international 

language: English is an international language. Spoken in many countries both 

as a native and as a sound or foreign language in almost every country on the 

earth, English is taught in the schools. English is spoken as a native language 

by about 375 million people and as a second language by another 375 million 

speakers in the world. Speakers of English as a second language will soon 

outnumber those who speak it as a first language, According to research by the 

British council. As a rough estimate, 1000 million or one billion people around 

the world have some knowledge of English, either as a native language, as a 

second language, or as a foreign language.  

English is the associate official language of India which has over 1030  (over a 

billion) people. Pakistan, Bangladesh, and many other nations which were ruled 

by Britain continue to use English both as an optional medium of instruction in 

their schools and as one of their official languages. The island of the Philippines 

continues to use English as an important tool for education, administration and 

for mass media purposes. English chief foreign language taught in the schools 

of Europe, South America, Asia and Africa. It is more widely spoken and 

written than any other language, even more than what Latin has ever been. 

Council of Europe (2000). 

 

LEXIS 

“Lexis refers to the vocabulary or the entire stock of words in a language. It is 

also the use of vocabulary in the normal dictionary meaning of words and the 

use of idiomatic expression and figurative expressions (Ogunsanwo, 1990)”. 
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Looking at the above definition, it is very obvious that vocabulary is all about 

words, this is because any entire stock of words is what is known as vocabulary. 

Since lexis  involves words used in a language, we can simply accept that lexis 

includes the use of vocabulary in the normal Dictionary meaning of words and 

the use of special meaning of words that is the use of idiomatic expression and 

the use of a  figurative expression. 

However, lexis has been defined by different people, so there is a  need for 

different explanations for each of any definitions as it has been defined by 

different people. 

Alex (1992) defined lexis as the range of language used by a person in a speech 

community. That is the vocabulary of a language or the words which individual 

meaning can be at starched in a given language. 

One can see the lexis involve the use of words by the person and also take a 

new (special) or different meaning when they occur with other words 

accordingly. 

The dictionary may not give the meaning of some of the figurative expressions. 

Banjo & Ayodele (1989) defined lexis as, the ability to understand and use the 

word appropriately. It also includes the ability to interpret figures of speech and 

complex sentences correctly. This definition deal with the understanding of 

words of a language which is normally and specially used by person a 

appropriately since lexis is all about words of a language and their individual. 

It can be concluded from the above view of the scholars that definitions of lexis 

revolve around a language and its meaning. Therefore, we can refer to lexis as 

all the words used in a language that include the meaning of words in a 

language. 

 

STRUCTURE 

The structure is developed purposely to take care of arrangement in a sequential 

or orderly way or arrangement of words in their right or correct position to make 

meaning. To do that, there are some parts to consider in dealing with the correct 

ways of word arrangement in its position to make meaning. These include 

Phrase (which is a group of working together, but it has not a subject-verb 

structure). 

Clause (which is a group of words that includes a finite verb, is grammatically 

complete and self-contained, forms part of a sentence, but not itself make a 

complete sentence) and sentence (which is a group of words that come together 
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in a form and complete in itself. Words are used to form a phrase, phrase to 

form a clause, clause to form a sentence, and sentence to form a discourse where 

we get the information form. Fadiyi (1988) defined the concept 

“structure” as the way correct position to form a reasonable whole. Based on 

the above definitions, structure deals with the form of a phrase, which is used 

to form a clause to form a sentence, and a sentence to form a discourse. There 

is no way you can make sense in writing without following these steps of 

arrangement (phrase, clause and sentence). Hence phrase means a verbal 

structure. A clause the other hand is a group of words that include an affirmative 

verb and it is dramatically complete and self-contained part of a sentence is a 

group of words that have a subject, predicate, subject and complement. When 

all these are sequentially arranged in their right position, they will give a 

meaningful or reasonable thought. Furthermore, Alex (1992) in his own view 

defined structure as “A system of rules the order or arrangement which govern 

the combine to produce a special meaning in this sense, he talks about the 

system of rules orderly arrangement of words. 

What he is trying to portray in his definition by “system of rules” is that group 

words to form phrases, phrase to form clause, clause to form sentences, 

sentences to form a discourse etc. 

Therefore, if a student can apply the structural rules of English and organize a 

meaningless set of a word. They will come out with a sentence, ie a single word 

cannot make sense as for as structure is concerned until when words are put 

together to form a phrase, put clause together to form a sentence, etc. 

Mother, Orgunsanwo, (1990) stated that, in the study of structure, students learn 

how words are combined with other words to form larger units (phrase, clause, 

and sentence). Also, white Bread and Ajaji (2011) refer to structure as to how 

words, phrases clauses are connected together to form a sentence. It is also the 

study of how words are combined to form a larger unit. 

Looking at the definition by the authors, they have agreed on the same idea that 

structure involves the combination of words to form a larger unit word, (phrase, 

clause, and sentence). That is to say, words to form a phrase and phrase to form 

a clause then the clause to form a sentence. 

In conclusion, the structure can be described as an integral part of paper two of 

English language examination (WAEC 2000). Items in objectives are designed 

to assess student mastery of grammar and especially how verbs, preposition, 

adverb and adjective operate in a sentence, student mastery order in which 



211  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

objectives should appear; the correct question tag to use, the right way of 

punctuation a given sentence etc. are all tested in the way by asking a student 

to choose the correct alternative to fill a gap in a given sentence. In the 

comprehension section, students sitting for examination are sometimes required 

to identify a certain aspect of the structure. It is, therefore, necessary for the 

student to be familiar with them. 

 

ANOTHER ASPECT OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The English language teacher in a secondary school has the responsibility to 

prepare the students for various English language examinations and effective 

communication in society. The primary task toward achieving this goal is to 

teach those language aspects that feature in examinations. His objectives of 

teaching are that the student should master all the aspects of language study 

specified in the syllabus, such language study covers essay writing, reading 

comprehension, and text oral.  

English lexis and structure cover the above-mentioned aspect of English study, 

so when they are poorly taught they will affect the students’ performance 

thereof. 

 

COMPOSITION 

Teaching composition aims to equip students for sound writing. Robinson 

(1965) said that “teaching composition to students aims to provide a direction 

in which a student cannot make a serious error if he/she follows it. 

By the definition, Robinson sees composition aimed at teaching students how 

to write a meaningful essay, how to insert punctuations in given writing as well 

as writing correct spelling of words. 

A writing composition JC Anorue in his book how to read and write without 

mistake posit that in writing a composition on given topic students should not 

jump immediately to write it, wait for some minutes if possible five minutes and 

write three to four important points on which you want to build your 

composition. 

 

COMPREHENSION 

This simply involves the student’s application of learned association to 

demonstrate understanding of the words and the means whereby information 

stored in books can be obtained and utilized for a variety of purposes. 
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Gimson (1980), had the opinion that the purpose of teaching comprehension is 

to sharpen the certain information or message and also to develop their listening 

“skills”. It is, therefore, a characteristic feature of every academic work that 

students must learn to read efficiently to acquire knowledge and skills in their 

chosen fields of study. Meanwhile, if comprehension is not properly taught. It 

affects the understanding of certain information or message and their listening 

skills. 

 

SUMMARY 

This is an important language skill in life: we are always calling upon to give 

an account of experiences to others. 

In most cases, due to obvious constraints of time and space, we do this by giving 

only the gist of experience what we are doing is summary. 

Tailor (1983) said that summarizing “is an important academic skill in which 

student needs specific and skills including those of comprehension”. Also 

according to Akindolire Juba and Omosuwone, (2003) says a summary “is a 

concise, clear and understandable version of a longer passage. It involved using 

the minimum number of words to express the same ideas expressed the same 

idea or ideas expressed in a longer passage. 

In summary writing, the interest is the main point of a text or selection. These 

main points which constitute the final product are usually recorded in a 

complete sentence or as a paragraph made up of a complete sentence. 

Summary writing entails an interplay of the following major skills: 

(i) Ability to identify the main idea of a paragraph. 

(ii) Ability to paraphrase. 

(iii) Ability to use synonyms. 

(iv) Ability to condense. 

 

Above all, the effective teaching of this aspect of teaching English lexis and 

structure will lead to the poor performance of students in the area of proficiency, 

writing, speaking and articulation of word sounds, understanding and listening. 

 

ORAL ENGLISH 

For one to articulate sounds of words and finally pronounce the entire words as 

a whole there is a need, for effective teaching of oral English which aims at 

developing the speaking skill of students. 
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Speaking is a language skill that most teachers do not make a conscious effort 

to develop. This is because most teachers do not know what speaking entails 

and how to teach it. 

According to Byme (1970), English oral is the ability to express one’s self 

intelligibly, reasonably, accurately, and without undue hesitation. This means 

participating in real interaction discourse. 

For the sound of oral English, the teachers and students alike should know 

sounds that are pronoun in English language each time they speak as these 

sounds are relevant to Oral English. In teaching English language two aspects 

are taken to consideration, segmental features and suprasegmental. 

Segmental features – each language has its letters that form the. The letters 

AEIOU are vowels while others between A to Z are consonants. These are 

letters, not sounds which are divided into Monophthongs and diphthongs why 

the suprasegmental features deal with the aspect of stress rhyme and intonation. 

Stress cannot be described without discussing syllables. A syllable is a word 

that can pronounce at one heartbeat, and for every syllable, there must bbe a 

vowel sound example boy. A word may be monosyllable, bisyllable and 

polysyllable. 

 

Intonation: the variation in the level of pitch is known as intonation. 

The main purpose of language learning is to be able to use the language to 

perform functions such as communication of thought, emotions, feelings and 

ideas. The native speakers spontaneously use language to perform those 

functions and an intensive understanding of the socio-linguistic function of the 

language is used. 

Stress: According onwuchekw, it could be defined as the force or emphasis 

placed on a word in a speech. And the oxford Advance Dictionary on page 

(1180) defines as an extra force used when pronouncing a particular word or 

syllable. 

 

METHODS AND ACTIVITIES WHICH WOULD BE HELPFUL IN 

TEACHING AND LEARNING LEXIS AND STRUCTURE IN ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE 

Usually how do new words learned in L2? You replace the words in your native 

language for corresponding words in target language. Unfortunately, this was 

the only strategy to learn new lexis and structure in language; teaching lexis and 
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structure was insignificant. Because the main purpose of language teaching was 

grammar. Nowadays, people are more and more concerned about lexis and 

structure acquisition, even though these two (acquisition of grammar) are 

independent. Lexis and structure is like vital organs, and grammar skeleton of 

a language. (Cristina, 2010, p. 170) So, how students can attain lexis and 

structure easier and faster? According to Brown and Hatch learner’s strategies 

for learning lexis and structure consist of several steps like creating chances to 

meet the new words, and finally in order to make them a strong memory we 

have to use the words. Taking as a basis of mentioned theory, researchers have 

used following methods in my lexical teaching:  

• Teaching lexis and structure from context. Context is a set of words, which 

frames sentences. Context helps you to understand meaning of what wanted 

to be expressed without knowing every word of sentence or whole text. It is 

also proved that it is easier to learn lexis and structure in context, than just 

memorizing the words. Context ensures you different situations in which 

usefulness of word is changing. Thus words should not be taught separated 

from context. 

• Teaching lexis and structure with Semantic Field Theory. In linguistics 

semantic field theory is a set of words grouped by meaning referring to a 

specific subject. Thereby, it means that words do not exist in isolation. 

Rather they form different semantic fields, such as a “fruit”. Apple, 

strawberry, banana, pear all these words belong to the same semantic class 

so, that are in the same semantic field. By association of words in the same 

semantic field, we can train our students to constantly deepen their 

recollection of words learnt and reinforce learning and retention of newly 

learnt words. 

• Expanding lexis and structure by word formation. To teach lexical items 

effectively, students must be familiar with word formation processes, which 

help students to see that words can create a word networks. Students should 

know what prefix, root and suffix is. In this way students can not only guess 

unfamiliar word with the familiar one which have same root, suffix or prefix, 

but also understand the motivation of English word formation. Undoubtedly 

this motivation will increase their learning desire and of course knowledge 

of vocabulary will increase as well. 
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• Creating mental linkages by association. When teaching lexis and structure 

the atmosphere of classroom setting must be active, it‘s good to consolidate 

and enlarge student’s vocabulary. For example, teachers write a word tree 

in the center of the blackboard, and then ask students to brainstorm all the 

words they can think of that are connected with it 

• Teaching cultural connotations and cultural differences. English language is 

a language which has adopted and absorbed maybe thousands or even 

millions of words from other languages. So, teachers when teaching 

vocabulary should not reject introducing the knowledge of culture 

background. Because language is a tool to convey a culture, since lexis and 

structure is a base of language it should reflect cultural life in human society. 

• The use of dictionaries. If student want to enlarge his lexis and structure 

knowledge in the extensive way, the best tool for this is dictionaries. 

Dictionary provides spelling, pronunciation and transcript of the word. (Pan 

and Xu, 2011, pp. 1586-1588) 

As you could noticed, all methods which were mentioned above are easy to 

do and can be achieved by students, with the help of teachers or not. But it 

is not possible to write this into syllabus which is designed to be followed 

by teacher and students. It is hard to combine lexis and structure teaching 

with other overall objectives which are supposed to be achieved. One of the 

reasons why vocabulary teaching planning is difficult as a part of curriculum 

is that usually most of the activities are productive and unpredictable. But in 

fact some activities sometimes can not only achieve speaking goals, but also 

lexis and structure teaching can be ensured. But firstly before writing about 

activities, I want to tell you about sources of words and how they can be 

learned from these sources. Mainly the words meaning is coming from the 

context in which it is. The other known words, or the meaning of text can 

help learner take on board the definition of the word. (Joe, Nation and 

Newton, 1996, p. 3) 

However, finding out the meaning of the word from context is not 

guarantees you remembering it or memorizing.  There are three operations 

that can help students to remember words. First process is “notice”. Teacher 

should compose factors which will affect the noticing process, like making 

word perceptible in text out of others or make the student realize that this 

new word will fill the gap in their knowledge. Thus teacher has a great 
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influence in this first operation. Second step is to make word “retrieval”. 

After taking on board the definition of the word, teacher should let new 

vocabulary to be used both in perceiving the words meaning and wishing to 

communicate. Final stage to remember the word best is called “generation” 

or “generative processing”. This means, when new learnt lexis and structure 

is being used in a way which is different from its use in the textual input. 

(Joe, Nation and Newton, 1996, pp. 3-4) 

We had a brief glance at methods which can help to learn new lexis and 

structure through speaking. Now we will see how to create conditions that 

will motivate these methods to happen. All activities will be analyzed 

through these three stages that we have mentioned before.  

• Retelling. The main idea of this activity is to make students read the text, 

which provides knew unknown words, but which are can be guessed out of 

context. Than after reading and understanding the text, student has to retell 

it. From a lexis and structure learning point of view, this activity perfectly 

ensures generative process. Since having text present during retelling, it has 

poor retrieval conditions. Usually in this activity teachers are especially 

aimed to observe if unknown word was noticeable enough to get the students 

attention and if it was correctly used while retelling. 

• Roleplay (Say It!). Roleplays usually involve written text, which has to be 

read, discussed and understood, this means that retrieval stage is 

encouraged. The Say It! activity combines all these features. Students tend 

to read the article or text, on any kind of occasion. According to this occasion 

teacher composes grid, with tasks which are have to be performed. Acting 

these tasks, after comprehending the text encourages generative process. 

(Joe, Nation and Newton, 1996, pp.4-6) 

As a result the teachers, who are earnestly concentrated on lexis and 

structure teaching planning, cannot be afraid of making speaking activities. 

It is helpful and useful combine communication with meeting new 

vocabulary, indeed it is increasing the opportunity for students to 

understand, comprehend and use new learnt structures. (Joe, Nation and 

Newton, 1996, p. 7) Facilitate your learners to rely on themselves during the 

lesson and outside the classroom. “Good learners seem to be those who 

initiate their own learning, selectively attend to words of their own choice, 

studiously try to remember these words, and seek opportunities to use 

them”(As Gu 2003). As teachers we can facilitate their lexis and structure 
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learning by helping them to learn different strategies and help them to 

acquire good learning habits. These are some of them: 

• Lexis and structure notebooks. This learning strategy motivates students to 

continue learning lexis and structure outside of the classroom. Usually these 

notebooks consist of learners’ translation of single word in lists. Good 

vocabulary notebook shows that student is interested in learning new lexis 

and structure 

• Research tools. Students now have access to vast amount of information 

everywhere for everything, such thing like Internet. Access to dictionaries, 

encyclopedias and any other source is now became easier and faster. 

• Everyday usage. Everything around students can provide students with ideas 

how to use materials I order to activate and practice lexis and structure in 

their everyday life. This strategy is especially useful for the non-English-

speaking environments. For, example activities might include labeling items 

of furniture in English or the name of clothes in their room. The repeating 

activities, in the classroom or outside of it very effective in language 

learning. (McCarten, 2007, p. 25) 

One of the most important in learning language is acquiring as much lexis 

and structure as you can. It requires not only mechanical memorizing, but 

also analyzing words’ different meanings and usage. In order for better 

information acquirement we as a teachers always has to propose different 

kind of activities and exercises to keep new learnt words fresh. On the other 

hand students need to often repeat new learnt words, their meanings and 

usage in different situations. (McCarten, 2007, p. 26) 

 

CRITERIA FOR THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH LEXIS 

For effective teaching and learning, these are some basic principles that govern 

the teaching of English lexis (vocabulary) in Institutions. 

The principle includes: 

i. Selection 

ii. Grading 

iii. Presentation (method) 

1. SELECTION: The selection of passive and active vocabulary to be 

taught depends on the recommended textbook for the syllabus. 
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Sometimes the teacher ask his selection of the vocabulary based on 

the following guideline: 

i. Frequency: according to Bright & McGregor (1970) the teacher 

decides those lexical; items which are frequently used in 

particular area field, style of situation, for example “cat” is more 

frequent used than “tabby”. A teacher used his own judgment to 

choose the frequently lexical items. 

ii. Availability: it has to do with the available items in a particular 

context. For instance, the word “perfect”, “out of bound”, “chalk” 

and soon are mainly used in the context of school. 

iii. Teachable: some lexical items are easier to teach than other items 

which have concrete references like “chair”, “mat”, “book”, 

“pen” are easier to be taught than those whose references are 

abstract like “honest”, “justice”, “truth”, “air”, etc. 

iv. Coverage: this is the item which takes the place of another item. 

For example “immediately”. Covers “without delay”, “in falls”, 

covers “instantly” etc, though each of them does not have exactly 

the same meaning as other “immediately” replace them in the 

most cases. 

2. GRADING: This refers to ordering and grouping of lexical item 

selected to be taught. It is better to teach general items before their 

related particular items. For instance “book” should be taught before 

“ledger”, “flower” before “queen of the night” etc. items which are 

related should be taught together, or else the work will be laborious 

drivers from reality. For instance “Doctor”, “Hospital”, “Patient” and 

“Drugs” are related words and easier to teach but “scan”, “repair”, 

and “sin” are not related, therefore, more difficult to teach. 

3. PRESENTATION (METHOD): this has to do with how to teach 

vocabulary items to students. This involved the method or technique 

of presenting the vocabulary item to the learners. The following 

methods are: 

1. Exposure Method: the “exposure” theory according to elilis at al 

(1980) is based on the assumption that L1 learner of English require 

an extensive vocabulary because of being daily expose to thousand 

of lexica; items. The implication is that learning of reading of items 

frequently lead to learning it. 
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2. Intensive reading and vocabulary learning method: the 

teaching of vocabulary is linked with comprehension, a passive skill 

which has to do with understanding related units, not of single words. 

Vocabulary can be based on assigned pages provided the items are 

used and practiced by the learner and similar and different context 

(Awoniyi 1982) 

3. Learning from word list method: A list of words written in 

syllabuses of any English as a second language (ESL) country to 

learn at the end of a given period. The aim is guide the teacher in 

applying the principles of vocabulary teaching, but this is often 

misinterpreted as the teacher insist on the student learning of list of 

words using the dictionary (Ellis 1980). 

4. Direct and concrete experience method: Teaching listening, 

test, spelling, conversation and discussion under this. For instance, a 

student enters the class with a rat, other gather to talk about it by 

describing the size, color, skin, shape, etc a story is a letter composed 

by the student on the rat, leading the development of the concept 

through experience, and words associated with them (Ellis at al 

1980). 

5. Motivation and word study method: the student notes new 

words they heard while they watched their favorite television 

programs were discussed letter in the class, this makes them learn the 

original and history of that words and produce their personal 

dictionary to use when necessary. 

6. Teaching affixes method: student knowledge of affixes can 

improve his knowledge of his vocabulary. According to Fakuade 

(2011) the teaching of affixes method is an inductive method. For 

instance the teacher tells the students that the prefix “m” means “not” 

like in “impossible”, means “not possible”, “uneducated” means “not 

educated”, etc. He (teacher) asks the students to learn other words 

with such affixes. 

7. Writing method: in this method, students are encourage to write 

letter with external expression to their relative not just to give them 

their regard science, people place should be well described and this 

expand the vocabulary of the students. 
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Teacher should mark such letters and make necessary correction. For 

instance the way the student address and discuss with his friends will 

be different from the way he addresses and discuss with the governor 

of his state (Akindolire at al 2003). 

8. Use of Dictionary method: this is another method of teaching 

English vocabulary in Nigerian Institutions, Awoyi (1982) describe 

it as problematic because it encourage learning of definition rather 

than lexical items and the exercise is quite artificial. It could be 

observed on the aforesaid that there are several method of teaching 

English vocabulary which are: selection, grading, and presentation 

method. 

Hence here, the researcher stated that, method of teaching 

English vocabulary is the one of the most important among others. 

The methods (selection, grading and presentation) are independent 

and inter related because for effective teaching of vocabulary (lexis) 

to be observed there must be selection and grouping or ordering of 

items. 

 Because the selection method has to do with selection of local 

items for teaching and learning while the grading method involves or 

go in time with the theory of learning, which according to Sigmund 

(Alex, 1992) “learning must be started from simple to complex. 

Known to unknown” Grading aids the teachers to group or arrange 

the lexical items selected for learning. It will also aid the students on 

their side on how to relate the learned items. Presentation method has 

to do with how to teach the lexical item that is been goaded. This 

refers to the method of teaching of vocabulary. 

 The teacher may select this lexical items for teaching group them 

if it has no method teaching situation to be so bring which will be 

resulted (Fakuade 2001). 

 In conclusion, vocabulary lesson plans for teaching concrete 

items should include the teacher bringing in the taught items to the 

class for students to watch and learn. 

 

CRITERIA FOR THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH STRUCTURE 

In this section the researcher will concentrate on the criteria to be followed in 

teaching of structure in institutions. According to E.C Sharndama (ph. D) in his 
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lecture note on syntax II 2010/2011 defined structure as the way elements or 

part of something are ordered or arranged to form a whole or how part of 

something are arranged into patter or linked or connected together. These are: 

a) Sentence topic method: “phrase and clause must develop idea by 

modifying (describing) element in the sentence and they should 

always be as close as possible to what ever they modify”. (Ferguson 

1959). He also see” the need for employing the sentence topic method 

of teaching structure. This is because this method will provide a child 

with the knowledge of how phrases are combine to form a clause and 

how a clauses are combine to form a sentence if this are put in the 

wrong place the result can be ridiculous of confusing. 

b) Subject verb agreement: Ferguson (1950) Further see method as 

“the general that a plural subject takes a plural verb, and a singular 

subject takes a singular verb”. By a plural subject he means a subject 

that consist either a singular in the plural as “Bird fly” “they seem 

happy”, etc. 

A structure or co-ordination with two or more units’ combined by 

a conjunction (usually) and as in: “the man and his wives are already 

here”. 

The singular subject or the man and the singular verb form “is” 

agree. Also the plural subject “the man and his wife” and the plural 

verb form “are” agrees. But the subject “the man” will not agree with 

the singular verb “is”. 

c) Modification: a student should be thought the logical structure of the 

normal group is one of the modifications which consist of the head, 

with an optional modifier. The modification preceding the head is 

called “pre modifiers” while the one following is called “post 

modifier” (Ferguson 1950). 

d) Parallelism: Fakuade, (2002) in his view stated that the parallelism 

is very important in sentence structure and there is need to include 

the method in the teaching of the structure. 

In method, structure should be thought in such a way that a 

sentence 10 to include a series of ideas in the same form. 

A sentence night includes a series of rooms, verbs, adjectives, 

phrases or clauses. 
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CHALLENGES ASSOCIATED WITH TEACHING AND LEARNING 

OF LEXIS AND STRUCTURE IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

Akinbode, J. O (2006). Is of the view that, good writing requires a working 

knowledge of lexis and structure, a refinement of the basic or instinctive 

knowledge the writer has already had. Good writing is more than the art of 

obeying grammatical rules. It is the art of arranging words, phrases, sentences 

and paragraphs in such a way as to engage and sustain the reader’s attention. 

Under-achievement in English at the secondary and even tertiary levels is a 

noticeable phenomenon in Nigerian educational system. 

From several continuous asseassessments examinations conducted by the writer 

of this paper for the students over the years, a number of errors and deviant 

forms in language use have been noticed. Such errors among others include: 

i. a poor knowledge of tenses and sequences of tenses; 

ii. Weakness in concord 

iii. Winding constructions due to illogical thinking 

iv. Wrong use of prepositions 

v. Direct translation from mother tongue thought process to English; 

vi. In ability to apply appropriate reading speed to reading material etc. 

 

The devices that grammar uses to limit meanings are its operating principles. It 

is not surprising that most students lack the mastery of the lexis and structure 

which hamper the grammatical principles which are the higher points of 

languages 

 

The Concept of Grammar 

Rivers (1988) defines grammar as the rules of a language set out in a 

terminology which is hard to remember, with many exceptions appended to 

each rule. The writing of a grammar is basically an attempt at systematization 

and codification of a mass of data which may at first sight appear amorphous 

but within which recurrent regularities can be discerned. The ways, in which 

this systematization is 122 Akinbode, J. Oluwole approached depends on the 

convictions of the grammarian about the nature of language (River 1988). 

William (1981) defines grammar as an inescapable fact of a language system 

because it is the set of principles which permit orderly speaking and writing. A 

grunt may be expression, but it has little to do with grammar. The fact is that 

grammar would exist even if there were no books about grammar because it is 
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essentially the unwritten agreement among speakers of the language about the 

ways they will express idea most efficiently (William, 1981). The grammar of 

a language covers such points of usage as tenses, spellings, punctuation, 

agreement, parts of speech, lexis and structures. 

 

Challenges in the Teaching and Learning of lexis and structure 

Learners’ errors and deviant forms in the use of English are a major challenge 

in the teaching and learning of English in Nigeria especially Secondary Schools. 

However, Kisparsky (1972) cited in  Akinbode (2006) has classified errors in 

second language learning into two. They are global and local. According to him, 

the former impairs the intelligibility of a message, while the latter does not 

significantly affect the reception of the intended message.  

The major challenges confronting the teaching and learning of grammar in 

Nigerian institutions more especially secondary schools are highlighted below: 

1. Language transfer (Interlingual) 

2. Faulty application of rules (Intralingual) 

3. Faulty instructional materials and techniques 

4. The inconsistency in the orthography of English 

 

Language Transfer 

Language transfer gives rise to interlingual errors which are based on the 

interference theory. The transfer of learner’s first language patterns into those 

of the second language constitutes one of the bases 123 Challenges Associated 

with Teaching and Learning of English Grammar ... forinterlingual 

interference. When this transfer has a negative effect on the second language, 

then the problems result.  

First language interference is often exaggerated and made a scapegoat of second 

language errors. An error analysis carried out by Oniemayin (1985) revealed 

that about forty-five percent of errors made by Nigerian Secondary School 

Students and who proceeded to higher institution with the same problem as a 

result of first language interference. Lado (1985) in his contribution to first 

language interference says: We know from observation of many cases that the 

grammatical structures of the native language  to be transferred to the foreign 

language… these structures that are different will be difficult but always made 

up lexis and structure. 
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The view of Lado is shared by Rivers (1988) who  the first language 

phenomenon as one of the major sources of learning difficulty for a second 

language learner. He further states that the major difficulties for the second 

language learners are due to be found at those points where the foreign language 

differs most radically from the native language. First language interference is 

manifested at the levels of phonology, lexis, syntax and semantics.  of first 

language interference are most prominent at the phonological level. This makes 

it possible to situate the ethnic background of some Nigerian users of English 

by the way they speak and write English. These variations are due to the 

following factors. 

i. The stress pattern 

ii. Absence of some English vowels and consonants in the Nigerian languages. 

iii. The source of exposure to English 

 

Intralingual 

Errors in this category reflect general characteristics of rules of learning e.g. 

over-generalization or faulty application of rules. Learners make inductive 

generalizations about the target language system based on the data to which 

they are exposed. As a result of the restriction based on the data, learners who 

are ignorant of the exceptions to certain rules of grammar generalize and 

produce incorrect forms by analogy. 

The inability of learners to apply the exceptions to rules leads to errors in the 

formation of plural and past tense patterns. The general rule 

of adding the morpheme to form plural words is applied. For example, it is 

appropriate to add an “s” to the word “cat” but inappropriate for a word like 

“lorry”. The plural form has to be ‘lorries’ as a result of a specified exception 

to the rule. The tendency to add the–ed morpheme to any word in the past tense 

often leads to some wrong forms. By this overgeneralization, the past tense of 

‘keep’ becomes ‘kept’ while that of ‘broadcast’ becomes ‘broadcasted’ instead 

of ‘kept’ and ‘broadcast’ in a note shell the above are some of the problems of 

lexis and structure respectively. 

 

Conclusion 

Be young a reasonable doubt that lexis and structure lessons need teachers and 

teachers need to work hard for themselves in  effort to develop th teaching of 

the use of English in the country. Moreover, individual efforts will produce little 
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where the system has a propensity to discourage straightforward effort. The 

supervisory bodies must make its, objectives, and policies in the line with world 

developments. Furthermore, teachers should be encouraged to appreciate the 

additional effort they are being requested to make. The teaching environment 

should be conducive, friendly and words should be supported up with actions 

that have considering all elements. We recognize that globalization is an 

incorporating process and English is an instrument to assessing knowledge and 

job appointment globally, and as such it will be a disadvantage if other nations 

learning English as a foreign language should overtake our country in the world 

of today when English is not just a second language, an official language but 

also the unifying language and a language of integration as a result of 

multilingual nature of Nigeria. Finally, with the knowledge of lexis and 

structure of different academic endeavours, one will automatically become an 

expert hence it is the basic block foundation of all academic fields. No lexis and 

structure No English language! 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

i. The federal government should make a policy that will overcome the 

problem of poor knowledge of tenses in the English language which is 

one of the most important lexeis by publishing bilingual English 

textbooks on tenses. 

ii. Federal government or wealthy individuals should establish functional 

libraries that are adequately catered for and well equip with current 

materials which will, in turn, stimulate the interest and increase the 

reading habits of pupils/students to be well conversant with rules of 

concord. 

iii. Government should put supervisors in place to make sure that English 

lessons are been taught appropriately especially the use of prepositions 

which resulted in damaging the grammatical integrity in English. 

iv.  As Parents, we have the time and energy to step in and help our children 

to recognize and remember the distinction between the rule of L1 

(mother tongue) differs from that of L2 (English) therefore, the direct 

translation is not grammatical. 

v. Teachers and parents should encourage the pupils/students to cultivate 

the habit of reading in English to be more familiar with different lexis 

and structure. 
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