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Abstract 
Language has served the purpose of communication among humans since 

time immemorial. That is simply saying that without language human 

existence and co-habitation will not be achieved. It is in this sense that 

humans deem it necessary to pass their indigenous language from one 

generation to another. One other thing that must be mentioned is that 

language is unique to give people. Back home, the Igbo language has over 

the years gone by been an integrate part of the Igbo people. That is simply 

saying that the easiest and simplest way of identifying an ideal or typical 

Igbo man is by his language. The Igbo people parade their language with 

all sense of pride and jealously. They see their language as being unique, 

and worth dying for. But just recently, the over – whelming loved Igbo 

language seem to be gradually dying off and seem not to be important 

anymore. Most indigenous Igbo men and women have resorted to teaching 

and communication with their children and wards in other languages with 

English the over – whelming favorite and more widely spoken language. 

This gives the Igbo language no chance of seeing the nearest future. Even 

at the global scene, the Igbo language is among the language considered 

inferior and rarely spoken. This study is an effort at re-awakening our 
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people to pick up their pieces and guard jealously their highly prized asset 

(Igbo language) before it dies off and never to resurrect again. 

 

Keywords: Prospects, Possible, Extinction, Indigenious (Igbo) Language, 

Globalized. 

 
 

 

Introduction 
Since the turn of the 21st century, it has 

been observed that many indigenous 

Igbo speaking nations indigenous 

Igbo speaking nations have resorted to 

other languages for reason they know 

best. It has to be established and 

concretely too that no one language is 

unique and superior to another no 

matter the angle from which the wisest 

philosopher look, at it. One singular 

point that some people forget in a 

hurry is the fact that language is 

usually unique to the people that speak 

it. Elsewhere people speak Maruba 

language in the republic of Chad and 

all efforts at getting them drop it for 

another language is simply an effort in 

futility. 

Though, the Igbo people are 

seemingly among the widely travelled 

tribes, they ought not have abandoned 

their mother tongue all in the name of 

modernization and search for greener 

pastures. The refusal of many parents 

to teach their children how to speak 

Igbo language, the refusal of Igbo 

speaking people in various public 

gatherings and even at different 

schools is a pointer that the most 

prized aspect of the Igbo culture will 

in no distant time go into extinction if 

no tangible efforts at stopping it is  

done. At this point in time it does not 

make any sense for us to say it and it 

just end there, it requires services and 

radical efforts to match our desire to 

stop this God – given language from 

disappearing from the surface of the 

mother – earth.  

 

Possible Ways to Prevent Perceived 

Extinction of Indigenous (Igbo) 

Language in A Globalized World 

There are indeed various actions that 

need to be taken at this crucial stage of 

which if delayed us more harm to an 

already bad state of being as it relate 

to the extinction of the Igbo 

(indigenous) language. Below are the 

considered needful. 

Parents taking up the Primary 

Responsibility of Teaching their 

Children and Wards 
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One of the possible ways we can go in preventing the indigenous (Igbo) 

language from going into extinction is by parents taking up their primary 

responsible of teaching their children how to speak our mother – tongue. It is 

obvious that no one will like to give or is capable of giving what he or she does 

not have. The truthful question we parents must answer with utmost sincerity is 

if the truly have passion for Igbo language. No doubt, anybody who loses his/her 

identity is guilty of borrowing an alien culture (Language inclusive). 

Many parents who have lived in modernized cities can no longer be identified 

as Igbo people not to talk of their speaking the mother – tongue. Evidently, some 

township lovers cum dwellers hate to be associated with Igbo originality not to 

even mention the Igbo language to their hearing, it is quite pitiful.  

 

Guarding our Culture Jealously/Tenaciously 

Arowolo (2010) has it that culture is about people’s total way of life, the way 

people live, eat, worship, produce, create and recreate. At this point it has to be 

stated and clearly too that culture and language are intentional and closely 

related. Furthermore, language reflects the culture of its speakers; one therefore 

cannot be separated from the other; it has to be said that once a particular culture 

is being regarded as outdated, the language begins to decline. This is so, since 

language is an important part of any society this is because it helps people to 

interact and express themselves in so doing. Therefore, when a language does 

out, future generations lose important parts of the culture that is an integral part 

which could be necessary to give that culture a complete meaning. This infect 

makes language a susceptible aspect of cultural heritage and shows it needs to 

be protected. 

According to Okere (2015) there reasons for the decline and endangerment of 

the Igbo language, which are both remote and immediate causes. 

 

Insisting on Credit Grade in Igbo Language for Admission into Higher 

Institutions in Igbo Speaking Areas 

It is a known philosophy that for people to take you seriously, you must take 

yourself seriously insisting that new entrants make good grades in Igbo 

language as a compulsory requirement will definitely go a long way in making 

people take the studying of Igbo Language seriously. According to Okonkwo 

(2021) why the Igbo Language in Nigeria in particular and the world at large is 
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almost extincting is because Igbo people are not among the decision makers 

where it matters most.  

 

Compulsory learning of Igbo Language in the secondary schools in Igbo 

Land 

Teaching and learning of Igbo language and even other indigenous languages 

have been on decline over the years and most especially since the term of the 

21st century. 

People are beginning to get more modern – addicted and many people believe 

the speaking and learning of Igbo language is seemingly backward. In public 

gatherings here in Igbo backyard, the general language is English Language, 

then how do we expect ourselves to grow? What we contribute which is leading 

to the extinction or downfall of our esteemed language leaves much to be 

desired.      

 

Igbo Indigenous Creative Novelists should publish more works in Igbo 

This really should be a clarion call to our own creative writers to look onwards 

and try as much as they can to write interesting novels in Igbo to make our 

interest and consciousness come home. 

 

Stakeholders in Igbo Land should get Themselves involved 

It is only a blind man that will say that what is happening to our dear language 

(Igbo) home and diaspora is not been seen nor witnessed. 

The level of deterioration in our Igbo language is a story for another day. It is 

believed to be time enough for our stakeholders have to come out and voice out 

their pain and worry at the way things are getting out of hand. Another point 

that must be made here is that, what needs to be done needs to be done in a haste 

two before our kitchen get engulfed by fire. 

 

Theoretical Framework/Underpinning  

The structural – functionalism. This theory was found by Karl Max around 

1818. He posited that the society like the biological organization is made up of 

various parts. What he mean in essence is that as the society is made up of the 

economy, polity, religion among others, when something goes wrong in one 

part; it will definitely affect the other parts. 
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Therefore, it has to be said that language is an integral part of the society, and 

by extension culture. By implication an anomaly in language will definitely 

affect the entire society negatively. 

 

Summary 

Upon completion of this study, we summarize as follows. There are signs and 

evidences on ground that the indigenous languages in Nigeria in general and 

Igbo in particular is on the verge of extinction. 

Before now, nothing much or seriously have been done to promote the longevity 

of our prestigious language, (Igbo). The duty of promotion the Igbo and Sunday 

no matter who is involved. 

 

Conclusion  

❖ The need to revive the Igbo language and take it to the height beyond 

collapse or extinction has been harped. 

❖ The time for collective efforts to salvage the Igbo language is now. 

❖ The onus lies on the people to start in their small places to promote the 

language (Igbo) so as to achieve huge success. 

 

Recommendations 

The study made the following recommendations 

❖ Indigenous Igbo creative writers should swing into action by writing 

more books and novels in Igbo language to promote and remove peoples 

interest in Igbo studies. 

❖ Igbo credit grade should be made compulsory for highest education 

admission seekers to promote its (Igbo) study. 

❖ Parents should take up the responsibility of teaching your children and 

wards how to write and read Igbo Language. 

❖ Secondary schools in Igbo land should discover the need to teach and 

make compulsory the study of Igbo language in their schools. 

❖ This is a clarion call for all Igbo indigenous to love and cherish Igbo 

language since it is an aspect of our cultural heritage. 
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