
117  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Disapora’s use of Local Radio Stations During the 

2019 General Elections in Oyo State, Nigeria 

 

*Abegunrin, A.O.; **Popoola E.K.O.; & *Muslim, 

N.A. 
*General Studies Department, The Oke-Ogun Polytechnic, Saki, Oyo 

State **Public Administration Department, The Oke-Ogun Polytechnic, 

Saki, Oyo State 

 

 

Abstract 
The advent of new media technologies, such as the advent of the internet, 

has profoundly improved the rate and pattern of local media content 

consumption by members of diasporic communities. Coincidentally, Oyo 

state, Nigeria has continued to witness proliferation of FM radio stations 

in the last fifteen years. Almost all these radio stations transmit on the 

internet through Apps and social media platforms. This has enabled 

Nigerians in the diaspora to be active participants in discussions on local 

radio stations. This paper examined diaspora’s use of local radio stations 

during the 2019 general elections in Oyo state. The paper found out that 

apart from using their contributions to local radio stations to declare 

support for or against certain political parties and candidates, members of 

the diaspora also raised some issues concerning the poll through their 

comments. 
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Introduction 
The third wave of democracy has 

brought with it numerous challenges 

in new democracies. Many countries, 

including Nigeria, are now battling 

with the twin but difficult problems of 

domesticating democracy in manners 

that will be compatible with their 

peculiar local settings and catching up 
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with global best practices. It has been observed that the current pace of 

globalization and technological advancement have tremendously increased the 

rate and speed of cultural and information exchanges across the globe. It is 

instructive to note that the Nigerian media have been instrumental in different 

stages of the country’s political history. The implication of this is that the roles 

of the media in the on-going democratic process in Nigeria cannot be ignored, 

especially in the era when media practices are being redefined by the advent of 

new media technologies. 

Technological changes, specifically the revolution in Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT), such as the advent of the internet, have 

profoundly improved the rate and pattern of local media content consumption 

by members of diasporic communities.  It has enabled members of diasporic 

communities to access information from local media and meaningfully 

contribute to debates and discussions on media outfits that are based in their 

homelands. Meanwhile, there is increasing evidence that African diasporic 

communities influence and sometimes shape public opinion and government 

policies in their homelands through the use of media (Stork, 2011). In Nigeria, 

Kperogi (2008), observes that members of diaspora communities have 

continued to seek to shape political discussions and determine political 

outcomes through the use of the media. Notable among activities of Nigerians 

in the diaspora in the media are the call for the enthronement of good 

governance and rule of law and the agitation to participate in the country’s 

democratic process through voting. 

Obviously, technology has assisted in this age of globalization to overcome 

most of the obstacles associated with traditional media. Goldstein and 

Pevehouse (2011) note that technological advancement, which is at the center 

of globalization, has further enhanced interactions across distance and borders, 

with far-reaching consequences on national governments and local politics of 

difference countries. Similarly, Rick et al. (2004) opine that the emergence of 

the internet has enabled people to invent new ways of sharing relevant 

information and knowledge with binding speed. One of such developments is 

the migration of traditional media (newspapers, radio and television) into the 

internet (Wilson, 2012; and Chike, 2016). The advent and increasing popularity 

of online journalism have continued to enable members of Nigerian diaspora 

communities to use the media to contribute to socio-economic and political 

debates in the country. 
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The rise in the use of the Internet and other technologies for information 

sourcing and sharing has increased communication among people all over the 

world. For instance, the number of Internet users across the globe rose from 750 

million in 2003 to 3.336 billion by November, 2015 (Internet World Stats, 

2015). According to Adeyanju and Haruna (2012), this situation has continued 

to allow people to express themselves through blogs, websites, pictures and 

other user-generated media content. The roles of technology in modern 

communication have been acknowledged by many scholars, some of them have 

predicted that no country would escape the emergence of transnational public 

sphere that would be a vehicle for mobilizing public opinion and driving 

political forces. Michel (2008) suggests that the usage of modern technologies 

for political communication would produce virtual public sphere that will 

enable people with similar interests to share information and opinion across 

distance. Similarly, Magstadt (2013) explains that the Internet is playing 

significant roles in political socialization, as the growth of its use worldwide 

has been explosive in the last one decade. 

Meanwhile, Nigeria has continued to witness the proliferation of Frequency 

Modulation (FM) radio stations since 2001, when the then President Olusegun 

Obasanjo led Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) Federal Government embarked 

on politically motivated Federal Radio corporation of Nigeria (FRCN) FM 

projects, in preparation for the 2003 general elections (Sama’ila, 2013). 

According to him, political exigencies necessitated the establishment of thirty-

two new FRCN FM stations across Nigeria by the Obasanjo’s regime in 2001. 

Also, the deregulation of the broadcast industry has continued to encourage the 

establishment and use of radio stations for political activities (Udeaja, 2004; and 

Sama’ila, 2013). 

In Oyo state, about twenty-five different private FM radio stations have been 

established in ibadan, the state capital, and other major towns, in the last fifteen 

years.  Almost all these radio stations broadcast and post news items on internet-

enabled social media platforms and Apps. The online activities of these media 

organizations have continued to attract foreign audience. This is in line with the 

assertion of Chika (2016), who declared that online journalism has changed the 

face of media practice in Nigeria, as it has given a voice to Nigerians, both at 

home and abroad. Many Nigerians in the diaspora now contribute to local radio 

stations’ programmes more frequently and effectively than ever before.     
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Meanwhile, scholars have observed that politics of homeland occupies the 

attention of many Nigerians in the diaspora in the use of the media, because of 

the strong ties they have with political, social and economic developments of 

the country (Uchenna, 2011; Kperogi, 2011; and Ogbuagu, 2013). Lending 

credence to this view, Kperogi (2011) argues that media use of Nigerians in the 

diaspora has dramatically altered the journalistic landscape in the country, and 

has caused major shifts in government policies and actions. This is because the 

diasporic Nigerians are better positioned to utilize digital media technologies to 

send and receive information at minimum costs (Uchenna, 2011). It is, 

therefore, not surprising that members of diasporic communities, especially 

those in western societies, have continued to attract attention in their quest to 

enthrone democratic values and culture in the country.  

 

Statement of the Problem 

The important roles of the media in enthroning and sustaining democracy have 

long been established. This is because public access to adequate information 

about political processes is critical to the promotion and preservation of 

democratic culture (McNair, 2017). This apparently is the reason the media are 

often referred to as the fourth estate of the realm. However, the advent of new 

media technologies are fast re-defining the place and roles of media in 

democratic process and political communication (Olagunju, 2016; Ndlovu, 

2014 and Storck, 2011). One of such developments is the proliferation of FM 

radio stations in Oyo state, Nigeria, and their presence on the internet-enabled 

social media platforms. 

Technological advancement has further enabled Nigerians in the diaspora to 

listen to news and programmes on local radio stations from their host countries 

through the internet, and to contribute to debates on the radio stations through 

telephone or social media platforms (Abegunrin, Popoola and Olakunle, 2021). 

Similarly, Kperogi (2011) maintains that media use has led to increased 

engagement of members of the diaspora in political communication and 

participation in Nigeria. He adds that the situation has profoundly impacted on 

the politics of domestic public sphere. Corroborating this position, Uchenna 

(2011) states that the emergence of transnational media environment and 

digitization of information are facilitating unfettered exchange of values and 

ideas between Nigerians at home and abroad. Specifically, Sunday Dare (2011) 

notes that the wave of democratized media world has caught up with Nigeria, 
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adding that the promise of participatory media is being delivered in the country 

faster than envisaged. 

The contributions of the Nigerian diaspora to the socio-economic and political 

development of the country cannot be overlooked. Ogunyemi (2014) notes that 

international migration has decimated Nigeria, as highly skilled professionals, 

business elites and intelligent youths have migrated to industrialized western 

countries. Ogbuagu (2013) declares that Nigerians are dispersed all over the 

world today. However, despite being physically and geographically displaced, 

there are evidences tht members of the diasporic communities are emotionally 

attached to Nigeria, and willing to serve as agents of transformation and 

development in the country (akinrinade and Olukoya, 2011). Scholars have 

identified the use of media as one of the means through which diasporic 

communities are contributing to Nigeria’s political development (Kperogi, 

2011; Uchenna, 2011; and Dare, 2011). 

The increased participation of diasporic Nigerians in political debates on local 

radio stations calls for a serious intellectual engagement, because of the fact that 

the broadcast media are too effective and important to ignore in a political 

system (Sama’ila, 2013). Meanwhile, not much is known about diaspora’s use 

of local media for political debates in Nigeria. This is against the suggestion of 

Ajayi and Adesote (2015) who opine that roles of media in the democratic 

process in Nigeria should not be ignored, but interrogated. Oso (2013) warns 

that the emergence of these new media might spell doom for Nigeria’s 

democracy, owing to the fact that the country lacks strong institutional support 

for the democratic process, weakness of the civil society, and fragility of the 

Nigerian state. Examining issues in the media coverage of the 2019 general 

elections, Owen-Ibie (2020) notes that although the Nigerian media have broken 

new grounds in maintaining fairness in the electoral process, there were 

instances of bias.  

Obviously, an area yet to receive enough scholars’ attention is the diaspora’s 

use of local radio stations for political debates during election periods in 

Nigeria. Therefore, filling that observed gap with this study is worthwhile. This 

study investigates how members of diasporic communities used Fresh FM, 

Ibadan, for political debates during the 2019 general elections in Oyo state. This 

is necessary since it has been established that diasporic communities are 

becoming significant players in local politics of some African countries (Storck, 

2011; Skjerdel, 2011; and Ndlovu, 2014).  
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Objectives of the Study 

The general objective of the study is to examine the diaspora’s use of local radio 

stations for political debates during the 2019 general elections in Oyo state 

using fresh FM, Ibadan, as a case study. The specific objectives are; 

(i) To identify some of the political issues raised by diasporic Nigerians 

in their contributions to local radio programmes during 2019 general 

elections in Oyo state, 

(ii) To investigate the pattern of alignment of diasporic  Nigerians with 

political parties and candidates in their contributions to political 

debates on local radio stations during the 2019 general elections in Oyo 

state, 

 

Conceptualizing the Nigerian Diaspora 

The current pace of globalization ushered in by the phenomenal technological 

advancements, especially in the areas transportation and ICT has led to 

increased movement of people across national boundaries. It has enabled 

people, either individually or collectively, to move around the world at more 

convenient and faster pace. Consequently, the last few decades have witnessed 

both forced and voluntary migration of people from one region of the globe to 

another for social, political and economic reasons. The attendant result of this 

is the increased number of diaspora communities across the world. De Montclos 

(2005) gives an estimated number of 125 million people migrating from one 

country to another annually. This probably was the reason Akinrinade and Ogen 

(2011) assert that the present epoch could reasonably be referred to as the 

diasporan age. 

However, because of the lingering developmental crisis in Africa, the continent 

has seemingly produced the largest number of international immigrants in 

contemporary history, as there is constantly the out-flow of people seeking 

greener pastures outside the continent. Expectedly, Nigeria, which has been 

acknowledged as Africa’s demographic giant, has become increasingly 

involved in international migration worldwide (Akinrinade and Ogen, 2011). 

The Nigerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (cited in Wapmuk, Akinkuotu and 

Ibonye, 2014) gives an estimate of about 20 million Nigerian residents in 

Europe and the United States of America (USA). Specifically, Ifeanyi (2013) 

estimates that about 3.4 million are living in the United States alone! It should 

be stressed, however, that these figures might be inaccurate, as Akinrinade and 
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Ogen (2011) note that reliable statistics on the number of Nigerians residing 

abroad is generally lacking due to poor record keeping on the part of the 

Nigerian authorities and other factors. The United Nations Department of 

Economic and Social Affairs reveals that the net external migration in Nigeria 

in year 2016 alone was 64, 622.  

The important point to note here is that there are many Nigerian diaspora 

communities in different parts of the globe, especially in Europe and America. 

The question now is how to properly put the Nigerian diaspora in perspective? 

According to Wapmuk, Akinkuotu, and Ibonye (2014), to meaningfully define 

the Nigerian diaspora, one must begin with a clear understanding of the 

character of the Nigerian state. The country is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious 

country that has over 250 different ethnic groups. The Hausa-Fulani, Yoruba 

and Igbo are the major ethnic groups, while Islam and Christianity are the 

dominant religions. This apparently is the reason why Nigerian migrants in the 

diaspora usually come together on the basis of ethnicity and religious 

affiliations (Akinrinade and Ogen, 2011). 

As Wapmuk, Akinkuotu and Ibonye (2014) rightly observe, the Nigerian 

diaspora does not represent a single homogenous ethnic group, but a number of 

ethnic groups, whose identities are underpinned by their country of origin. Also, 

Adebayo (2010) identifies religion as one of the basis upon which Nigerians in 

the diaspora relate with one another. According to him, the religious 

background and affiliations of migrant communities play a crucial role in their 

integration process. Mercer, Page and Evans (2008) maintain that one of the 

characteristics of the Nigerian diaspora communities in the United Kingdom is 

interaction based on religious identity. 

The above mentioned characteristics notwithstanding, the notable constant 

feature of the Nigerian diaspora in definitions by different scholars is that it 

refers to group of people of Nigerian origin residing, either temporarily or 

permanently, in geographical locations outside the territory of the country, and 

who are contributing or willing to contribute to the development of the country. 

Wapmuk, Akinkuotu and Ibonyi (2014) define Nigerian diaspora as those 

Nigerians, irrespective of their ethnic, religious, geo-political regions, living 

outside the country and who are desirous or already contributing to the 

development of Nigeria. Similarly, Akinrinade and Ogen (2011) define it as 

those Nigerians living outside the country and who are desirous or already 

contributing to the development of Nigeria. These definitions are in tandem 
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with the position of the African Union (AU). Adopting the report of a meeting 

of experts on the definition of African diaspora. The AU has defined the African 

diaspora as “The African Diaspora consists of people of African origin living 

outside the continent, irrespective of the citizenship and nationality and who are 

willing to contribute to the development of the continent and the building of the 

African Union” ( AU, 2005, cited in Wapmuk, Akintuotu, and Ibonye, 2014).  

 

Theoretical Framework 

Technological Determinism Theory  

Technological Determinism Theory has its root in the work of Innis (1950) 

before the intervention of Masshall McLuhan in 1964 (Nwanne, 2016). 

Following Innis footsteps, McLuhan believed in studies of communication 

media should primarily focus on theoretical and methodological strategy 

(Eugenia and Luciana, 2013). This apparently necessitated McLuhan’s 

aphorism, “the medium is the message”. The implication of this is that each new 

medium, made available by technological advancement, has its own impact and 

effect on the quality of the message and audiences’ response. McLuhan explains 

how “inventions change life from historical era to tribal age, then from there to 

literate age which is the invention of phonetic alphabet (between 2000-1500 

BC), to print age (invention of printing press in 1450) and then to the electronic 

age which started from telegraph in 1850 till date” (Griffin, 2000). 

Also, advancing the works of McLuhan, Defleur and Ball-Rokeach (1982) 

maintain that technological properties of the medium will greatly determine its 

influence on the audience. They maintain further that there is an obvious 

symmetrical relationship between prevailing technology and pattern of media 

consumption in any given society. The implication of this is that in each 

technological era, the medium of information exchange will go a long way in 

shaping the culture of the society. This view is corroborated by Nwanne (2016) 

who notes that: 

In building on Innis theory of technological determinism McLuhan states that 

television should be characterized as a cool medium because of its rich capacity 

for the rich configuration of audio/visual stimuli which elicits passive audience 

participation (Nwanne, 2016). The basic assumption of the theory is that the 

nature of media technology prevailing in a society at a given point in time will 

greatly influence how members of that society will think and behave. Nwanne 

(2016) opines that technological determinism theory suggests the influence of 
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technology on the society, with special focus on how media practitioners 

operate within a given technological era. In his own view, Leonardi (2008) 

states that “technological determinism is the philosophical perspective that 

assumes that technology causes inevitable change in society”. He explains 

further that media technology exerts a level of control over members of the 

society. This is because, as argue by Marx and Smith (1994), technology is “an 

invention, once introduced into society, takes on a life of its own”. 

Winner (1977) cited in Hess (2015) declares that the core assumption of 

technological determinism is “that technology forms the basis of social life and 

that changes in technology are single most important basis for change in 

society”. In other words, technology shapes how members of the society think, 

feel, act and behave.  

The theory of technological determinism is so much relevant to this study, 

because the technological advancement has further enhanced members of the 

diaspora to listen to programmes on local radio stations in Nigeria, and to 

contribute to debates and discussions on the radio stations. This is the focus of 

the study. Miller, et al. (2016) note that media practice has changed since the 

internet technology surfaced on the communication sphere. According to them, 

before the advent of the internet, people communicated using traditional media, 

such as newspapers, television and radio; but the internet has altered the speed 

and flows of information. Specifically, they declare that: “These technologies 

have changed us. They have given us potential for communication and 

interaction that we did not previously possess.” (Miller et al., 2016) 

As noted by Ndlovu (2014), these digital technologies are increasingly linking 

producers and audiences of media contents across national boundaries. Mano 

and Willems (2008) explain that “apart from the role of the Internet in linking 

up members of diasporic communities, it has also provided platforms in which 

different diasporic identities are articulated, imagined and contested.  

 

Methodology 

Because of the fact that the area of interest in the work is a social cum political 

phenomenon, the method found suitable for the research work was qualitative 

case study. Qualitative Case Study Research Method, according to Nicholas et 

al. (1994), can be defined as the detailed examination of either a single example 

or multiple examples of a class of social phenomenon. Yin (2008) added that 

the appropriateness of this method is determined to a large degree by the nature 

of the researcher’s research questions, the extent of depth required in laying 

bare the particular social phenomenon, and the need for the description of a 

social phenomenon. This method is, therefore, appropriate for studying the use 
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of local FM radio stations for political debates by members of Nigerian diaspora 

during the 2019 general elections in Oyo state. 

The case study research method is also useful when not much is known about 

an issue or phenomenon. According to Eisenhardt (1989), this research 

technique is most appropriate in new topic areas, or when phenomenon being 

investigated has not robustly captured in scholarly literature. Corroborating this 

position, Yin (2008) maintained that the case study method is preferred in 

examining contemporary events or social phenomena.  

Two Ibadan-based private radio stations were purposively selected for the 

study. The radio stations are; Fresh FM (105.9) and Lagelu FM (96.7). These 

two radio stations are among the most-listened to in Oyo state, and they also 

have large number of international audience.The primary units of analysis for 

this study are contributions of some Nigerians in the diaspora to newspaper 

reviews, news analyses, political and current affairs programmes on the two 

selected Ibadan-based private FM radio stations through the use of telephone 

between November 2018 and April, 2019. The data used were obtained through 

participant observation. The researcher, as a journalist and regular contributor 

to radio programmes, used his in-depth experiential familiarity with the 

background of the study to monitor programmes on the two radio stations over 

a period of six months. 

 

Findings and Discussion 

The study found out that many Nigerians in the diaspora, especially those who 

are Oyo state indigenes or whose families reside in the state used the two 

Ibadan-based FM radio stations to express their preferences, to advocate for 

peaceful and credible elections, before, during and after the 2019 general 

elections in the state. 

 

Table 1: Number of telephone contributions of Nigerians in the diaspora 

monitored and nature of comments 

Month Number of Contributions 

  To Expressed Preferences To Advocate Peaceful Election To Call for Credible Election 

Nov., 2019 87 57 12 18 

Dec., 2019 92 48 31 13 

Jan., 2020 74 27 38 9 

Feb., 2020 103 31 43 29 

Mar., 2020 117 44 41 32 

April, 2020 69 22 21 26 

Total 542 229 186 127 

Source: Field work, 2019/2020 
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Table 1 shows that total number of 542 contributions were made by Nigerians 

in the diaspora to political, news and current affairs programmes that focused 

on the 2019 general elections in Oyo state in both Fresh FM and Lagelu FM 

between November, 2019 and April, 2020. In 229 of the comments, members 

of the diaspora expressed political preferences, they advocated for peaceful 

election and condemned electoral violence by urging politicians and citizens, 

especially youths, to shun political violence during electoral campaigns and 

election in 186 of the comments, while to call on the Government, the 

Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), security agencies and 

other relevant stakeholders to ensure free and fair election in 127 of the 

comments.  

 

Table 2: Patterns of alignment as reflected in the contributions of members 

of the diaspora to local FM radio stations’ programmes 

Total number of contributions 

that expressed preferences 

for political 

parties/candidates 

Number of contributions 

that expressed support for 

the ruling party/ its 

candidates 

Number of contributions 

that expressed support for 

opposition parties/ their 

candidates 

229 76 153 

Source: Field work, 2019/2020 

 

Table 2 shows that members of the diaspora one way or the other expressed 

their support for the then ruling political party in Oyo State, the All Progressives 

Congress (APC) and its candidates in just 76 out of the total number of 229 

comments that expressed political preferences, while they expressed support for 

major opposition political parties in the state namely; People’s Democratic 

Party (PDP), African Democratic Congress (ADC), and Zenith Labour Party 

(ZLP) in 153 of the comments. This indicated that majority of the Nigerians in 

the diaspora who are from Oyo state, and who used local FM radio station to 

participate in political debates during the 2019 general elections in the state did 

not support the then ruling APC.     

 

Conclusion 

Proliferation of FM radio stations in Oyo state and their migration to the internet 

have continued to enable Nigerians in the diaspora to participate in local 

political debates through the use of technology. Some diaspora members who 

are from Oyo state contributed to political discussions on local radio station 

through the use of telephone during the 2019 general elections in the state. This 

study found out that apart from using the opportunity to express their political 

preferences, members of the diaspora also raised some issues concerning the 

conduct of the election, which included; how to ensure peaceful and credible 
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election. They advocated peaceful election and campaigned against electoral 

violence in 186 of their 542 contributions recorded. They called for credible, 

free and fair election 127 of their contributions.  

 

Recommendation  

Scholars should give proper attention to how members of the Nigerian diaspora 

are using the media, local or diasporic. 
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