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Abstract 
The design for the study was a descriptive survey design the area of the 

study covered four federal universities in North Eastern Nigeria.460 

students were randomly selected from four federal universities, the sample 

consist of 210 students using krejcie and Morgan table. Both content and 

construct validity of the instrument was by three expert on the field of 

Agricultural Education, pilot study was conducted with the reliability 

coefficient 0f 0.728. A questionnaire designed on the basis of 5 linkert type 

scale on the factors influencing choice of career based on opportunity 

influence and personality influence of the students was administered by the 

research and also with the help of research assistance. Their responses 

were analyzed using percentage, mean, standard deviation and regression 

analysis at p=0.005 level of significant .conclusively all the factors affect 

the students in determine their choice of career. 
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Introduction 
Nigeria is an agrarian country which 

inherited an economy dominated by a 

robust Agricultural sector at 

independence in income and foreign 

exchange earnings, and whose share 

in the Gross domestic product (GDP) 

was 65.7% (Gunz and Heslin 2005). 

Arokoyu and Ndcobi (2016) describes 

Agricultural Education as the type of 

education that provides learners with 

the personal, academic and career, 

experience and competences required 

for participation and entrepreneurship 

in agriculture.  This implies that 

graduates of Agricultural Education 

should possess the necessary 

entrepreneurial skills that will make 

them self-reliant for societal growth 

and development. Udoh, &Sanni,  

(2012) viewed Agricultural Education 

as the type of education geared 

towards the inculcation of the right 

value knowledge and skills to person 

who could be useful to themselves and 

the nation through their contribution 

to national development. Career 

Choice also means the broad 

opportunities that exist for lifelong 

vocations. These vocations are set out 

in a framework of strategies moving 

toward personal goals. Fields of 

vocational and academic endeavours 

are explored for the purpose of 

satisfying personal, economic, and 

intellectual goals (Ehigbor and 

Akinlosotu, 2016).Career according to 

Gunz and Heslin,( 2005 ), refers to Job 

or series of job that you do during your 

working life. Thus, choosing a career 

simply means choosing a life job. 

Career choice is affected by multiple 

factors include personality, interest, 

self-concept, identity, globalization, 

socialization, role model, social 

support and available resources such 

as information and finance (Kerka, 

2000). 

Personality is a determining factor 

may influence a chosen career. Some 

careers demand that you have the 

personality to match the qualities of 

the occupation. For example, sales 

people have to be outgoing. Fizer, 

(2013) notes that, personality plays an 

important role in the choice of the 

right career. Students‟ personality 

must be a self-motivated type, as to 

investigate career possibilities from 

early on in their lives, and not the 

procrastinating type that waits until 

they are compelled to decide. Students 

must take seriously the role grades 

play in limiting opportunities in the 

future. Fizer goes on to say, “It is 

important for one to have a good 

understanding of her Personality, if 

she is to make intelligent career 

plans”. Personality factors of an 
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individual will include the interest of a person, value and skill. Opportunity may 

influence how students perceive their future in terms of the reasonable 

probability of a future in a particular career field. The issue of poverty has 

played an important role in determining the opportunities available to all. 

(Shariatzade, Chizari, and Norozi, (2007))The income level of families may 

determine what career a student chooses during a specific time in the student’s 

life. Some students will have budgeted education according to their personal 

income. Individuals living in poverty must be assisted through special training 

programs to overcome educational and social handicaps so that minimum job 

standards can be met. Students in many cases will need the proper mentoring 

opportunities as provided by support groups in order to succeed. These support 

groups can be another opportunity that if properly implemented, can help the 

student in the career choice process.  

 

Statement of the problem 

Despite the effort by Nigerian government, unemployment is still rising 

significantly among graduate in Nigeria. Although it is assumed that these 

students have been taught and have also acquired the skill necessary for them 

to be Agricultural Educationist. Most University graduates in Northeast Nigeria 

are unemployed because they failed to realize the potential in Agriculture 

despite having little knowledge in the sector. It was also discovered that some 

of the university student currently studying Agricultural Education did not 

willingly choose it as career, but were enforced on them by the institution 

thereby making them study reluctantly (Okafor, 2011). Similarly, some student 

took the study of Agricultural Education passively, with no intention of 

practicing it after graduating. It however points to the reality of youth 

unemployment, which portends great danger for the country’s stability and 

national development as unemployment has the potential of raising an army of 

criminals; as it is often said that an idle mind is the devil’s workshop 

(Onukiowa, 2014). Thus, despite the huge prospects in the Agricultural 

Education profession, it is still rated poor among the Nigerian populace. Since 

the foremost turning point in youth's lives involves the career choice they make, 

there is the need to ask some pertinent questions: Should we allow the trend to 

continue? What are the factors influencing career choice in Agricultural 

Education? Therefore, this research have bridge the above gap by identifying 
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the opportunity factors, and personality factors that can influence student choice 

of Agricultural Education as a career in North-East Nigerian Universities.  

 

Purpose of the Study 

The main purpose of the study is to investigate the determinants of 

undergraduate students’ choice of Agricultural Education as a career in North-

East Nigerian Universities, specifically the study intends to: 

i. Find out the influence of opportunity factors on undergraduate students’ 

choice of Agricultural Education as career in   North-East Nigerian 

Universities. 

ii.  Determine the influence of personality type factors on undergraduate 

students’ choice of   Agricultural Education as career in North-East 

Nigerian Universities. 

 

Research Questions 

The following research questions were formulated to guide the study. 

1. What is the influence of opportunity factors on undergraduate students’ 

choice of Agricultural Education as career in North-East Nigerian 

Universities? 

2. What is the influence of personality type factors on undergraduate 

students’ choice of Agricultural Education as career in North-East 

Nigerian Universities? 

 

Research Hypothesis 

The following two null hypothesis were formulated to guide this study.  

Ho1. Opportunity factors have no significant influence on undergraduate 

students’ choice of Agricultural Education as career in North-East Nigerian 

Universities. 

Ho2. Personality type factors have no significant influence on undergraduate 

students’ choice of Agricultural Education as career North-East Nigerian 

Universities. 

 

Methodology 

Research Design  

The study was a Survey research design to examine the influence of 

Opportunity factors and personality factors   undergraduate student’s choice of 

Agricultural Education as a career in North-East Nigerian Universities.       
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Area of the Study 

This study was carried out in North-Eastern Nigeria. The North East 

Geopolitical Zone of Nigeria covers close to one-third (280,419km2) of 

Nigeria’s land area (909,890km2). It comprises 6 states: Adamawa, Bauchi, 

Borno, Gombe, Taraba and yobe. The study was focus in four federal 

universities in North-East Nigerian Modibbo Adama University of Technology 

yola , Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University Bauchi ,University of Maiduguri, 

and Federal University Kashere Gombe because there is high rate of fertile soil 

for agriculture and the major occupation of the people in the zone is farming 

and having follow with high rate of unemployment among the youth. Continue 

fallen down in number of students who choose Agricultural Education as career 

in North-East Nigerian Universities. 

 

Sample and Sampling Technique  

The target population of the study comprises of 200 level students which have 

a total of 460 students in the four Federal Universities offering Agricultural 

Education programmed in North-East Nigerian Universities. The sample for the 

study was 210 Agricultural Education students drawn from the population. The 

sample size was determined using Krejcie and Morgan table of sampling 

(1970).  Data was collected using questionnaire. The data was analysed using 

descriptive and multiple regression. All hypotheses were tested at P=0.05 level 

of significant.  

 

Discussion of Result 

Research Question 1. 

What are the opportunity factors that determine undergraduate student’s choice 

of Agricultural Education as career in north east Nigeria? 

Table 1 below revealed that out of the 10 items analysing opportunity factors 

on the choice of Agricultural Education as career, 2 items with the mean range 

of 3.03 to 3.08 agreed by the respondents while 8 items with the mean range of 

2.80 to 2.98 disagreed .the calculated grand mean is 3.03 this indicates that 

opportunity factors influence university undergraduate students choice of 

Agricultural Education as career.   

 



60  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

Table 1: What are the Opportunity Factors that Determine Undergraduate 

Students’ Choice of Agricultural Education as Career in Northeast 

Nigeria? 

S/N Items X SD Remarks  

1  I choose to study Agricultural Education 

because I have access to relevant learning 

materials  

2.96 1.24  

Disagreed  

2 I choose Agricultural Education because I do 

not have chance to get scholarship to study in 

another field of study  

2.88 1.31  

Disagreed 

3 I choose to study Agricultural Education my 

brother/sisters is studying it 

2.80 1.36  

Disagreed 

4 People close to me succeed in Agricultural 

Education this determines my choice of 

Agricultural Education as career 

2.96 1.27  

Disagreed 

5 My house is close to school that is why I 

choose Agricultural Educations 

2.81 1.30  

Disagreed 

6 My grades determine my career choice  2.96 1.35 Disagreed 

7 I have access to employment in my family 

farm  

2.97 1.33 Disagreed 

8  I have fully aware of what Agricultural 

Education have to offer 

3.08 1.29  

Agreed 

9 I have some one that motivated me to choose 

Agriculture as a career 

3.03 1.30  

Agreed 

10 Educational background of my parents 

makes me to choose  

Agricultural Education as career.  

Grand mean 3.03 

   

Disagreed 

 Source field work 2021 

 

Research Question 2: 

What are the personality factors that determinate undergraduate student’s 

choice of Agricultural Education as career in Northeast Nigeria? 

Table 2 below revealed that out of the 10 items measuring of personality factors 

on the choice of Agricultural Education as career, 5 items with the mean range 

2.93 1.40 
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of 3.01 to 3.19 agreed by the respondents while 5 items with the mean range of 

2.81 to 2.98 disagreed by the respondents mean while the calculated grand mean 

is 3.00 this indicates that personality factors influence university undergraduate 

students choice of Agricultural Education as career.   

Table 2: What are the Personality Factor that Determined Undergraduate 

Student Choice of Agricultural Education as Career in Northeast Nigeria 

S/N Items X SD Remarks  

1 A film you watched made you choose 

Agricultural Education 

2.82 1.36 Disagreed 

2 Your choice of Agricultural Education 

because you loved doing things related to it  

3.08 1.32  

Agreed 

3 You choose Agricultural Education because 

you hate your first choice of study  

2.81 1.27  

Disagreed  

4 You choose Agricultural Education because 

you believe it what you studied  

3.01 1.31  

Agreed 

5 my creativity made one choose Agricultural 

Education 

2.88 1.27 Disagreed  

6 My previous working experience inspired 

you to choose Agricultural Education  

2.98 1.30  

Disagreed 

7 I take pride in being who I am even if other 

ridicule me  

3.13 1.37 Agreed  

8 I believe that there are a lot of opportunities 

in Agricultural Education  

3.00 1.36  

Agreed  

9 I can become self-reliant with Agricultural 

Education 

3.19 1.36 Agreed  

10 People with Agricultural knowledge are 

given respect in the society. 

Grand mean 3.00 

   

Disagreed  

Source field work 2021 

 

Test of Hypothesis 1  

Opportunity factors have no significant influence on undergraduate student’s 

choice of Agricultural Education as career in North East Nigerian Universities. 

The statistical evidence documented in table 3 reveals that the variable 

opportunity factors had a standardized co efficient beta value of .160 p=.000 

.this indicate a significant contribution of the  variables in the study .that is the 

2.87 1.39 
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opportunity factors has a significant positive influence on undergraduate student 

choice of agricultural education as career in North East Nigerian universities. 

This result does not support the prediction of hypothesis h1 that opportunity 

factors have no significant influence on undergraduate student’s choice of 

Agricultural Education as career. This implies that undergraduate students’ 

choice of Agricultural Education as career will be determine by opportunity 

factors 

 

Table 3 Regression Analysis on Influence of Opportunity Factors on 

Undergraduate Students Choice of Agricultural Education as Career in 

North East Nigerian Universities  

Variable  Standardized   T Value  P. Value   Decision    

Coefficient beta 

Opportunity  .160    9.189  .000  Rejected 

Factors  

Sources field work 2021 

 

Test of Hypothesis 2 

Personality factors have no significant influence on undergraduate student’s 

choice of Agricultural Education as career in North East Nigerian Universities. 

The statistical evidence documented in table 10 reveals that the variable 

opportunity factors had a standardized co efficient beta value of .151 p=.000 

.this indicate a significant contribution of the  variables in the study .that is the 

personality factors has a significant positive influence on undergraduate student 

choice of agricultural education as career in North East Nigerian universities. 

This result does not support the prediction of hypothesis h2 that personality 

factors have no significant influence on undergraduate student’s choice of 

Agricultural Education as career. This implies that personality factors are one 

of the determinant factors that influence universities undergraduate students’ 

choice of Agricultural Education as career. 

 

Table 4Regression Analysis on Influence of Personality Factors on 

Undergraduate Students Choice of Agricultural Education as Career in 

North East Nigerian Universities. 

 

Variable  Standardized   T Value  P. Value   Decision   

                             Coefficient beta 

Personality  .152    8.417  .000  Rejected 

Factors  

Sources field work 2021 
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Discussion of Major Findings 

 Influence of opportunity factors on undergraduate student’s choice of 

Agricultural Education as career in North East Nigeria Universities. This 

section contained 10 items and the result indicate a mean of 3.08 and 2.80 to be 

the highest and lowest in the items respectively, also the finding of the study 

revealed that there was a significant influence between opportunity factors and 

Agricultural Education choice of career of the university undergraduate 

students. In line with the findings of the study Salami, olufunmilayo, Olamide, 

and Salami, Oluwaseun, Olawaiye, (2013), revealed that there is a significant 

relationship between opportunity factors and choice of Agricultural Education 

as career in Agricultural Education. Also Max-well and Chiamaka, (2018), 

revealed there are significant influence between opportunity factors and choice 

of Agricultural Education of undergraduate students in which opportunity 

factors served as important element of career choice. From the above it means 

that income level of family could enhance student’s choice of a career all kind 

of human endeavour.  

 The result of the analysis on the influence of personality factors on the 

university undergraduate students choice of Agricultural Education as a career. 

Shows the mean of 3.19 and 2.81 to be the highest and lowest mean in the items 

respectively the findings of the study revealed that, there was a significant 

relationship between the personality factors and Agricultural Education career 

choice of University undergraduate students. This agreed with the finding of 

earlier researcher. Adebo and Sekumade (2013), revealed that certain 

personality characteristic are important in career decision making and believed 

that the choice of an occupation is an expression of personality. Also Hewitt 

(2010), revealed that interest and values have become the most important 

determinant factors and measures of occupational choices from the findings of 

this study value and interest could play an important role in career choice of the 

students. The school authorities should encourage field trips to visit farms house 

and Agricultural research institute motivate their orientation to the study of 

Agricultural science. 

 

Conclusion    

Based on the findings of the study, the study concluded that Opportunity factors 

and personality factors influence undergraduate students choice of  Agricultural 

Education as a Career among Undergraduate Students Choice of Agricultural 

Education as a Career  

 

Recommendation 

The federal Government should provide Grant to Agriculture graduate who 

want to embark on commercial Agriculture shortly after graduation also 
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students to get involved at any age, at any stage of interest, in any way they feel 

comfortable .student should always be testing their ideas, concerning possible 

careers the more students have their skills the better students become at the 

career choice process. 
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