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Abstract 
In October 2020, Nigerian youths across the country took to the streets to 

participate in the #EndSARS protest occasioned by police brutality. The 

protest which was a demonstration of civil activism was short-lived 

following military intervention at Lekki, Toll Gate, Lagos. The Nigerian 

government and its military denied the attack. Weeks following, Cable News 

Network (CNN) released a report based on social media footages of 

eyewitness which the government condemned and referred to as “fake 

news”. This study sought to determine the subject and framing structure of 

the Lekki, Toll Gate military intervention as depicted by CNN. The study 

was hinged on Framing theory and discourse analysis approach. CNN’s 

report was purposively sampled from Instagram. The thematic method was 

adopted in the discussion of findings which identified subjects such as: 

killing of protesters, police involvement, counter evidence on governments 

denial of the killings, and the violation of human right to peaceful protest. 

Human interest and conflict type of frame; wording the narrative in a 

manner to arouse empathy, and the critical direction of framing was utilized 

to elucidate on the inconsistencies of government and its military’s 

narrative. 
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Introduction 
When the #EndSARS movement broke 

on the internet it was intended to be 

the beginning of a peaceful movement 

by Nigerian youths over the 

unwarranted cases of police brutality 

and killings recorded over the years. 

The movement which soon became 

popular and the focal point of the 

entire nation as well as the 

international media was halted 

abruptly by the Nigerian military in a 

rather shocking manner. The 

intervention of the military seems 

antithetical to the idea of democracy 

and freedom of expression. 

The Special Anti-Robbery Squard 

(SARS) which is an arm of the 

Nigerian Police was created in 1992 

following the high level of crime both 

locally and internationally by 

Nigerians. The increase in cybercrime 

for instance popularly called “Yahoo 

Yahoo” and “Yahoo-Plus” among 

Nigerian youths which has fueled the 

negative notion about the country in 

diaspora was a major reason for the 

creation of SARS. The Unit which 

was meant to go about their duty 

undercover soon adopted overtly 

aggressive measures. According to 

Malumfashi (2020), over the years 

there were calls for the disbandment of 

SARS over human rights abuses such 

as: extrajudicial killings, torture, 

arbitrary arrests, unlawful detention 

and extortion. Nigerians expressed 

their dissatisfaction with the Unit over 

the years. 

In 2020, mobilized by celebrities from 

the music and movie industry, the 

#EndSARS protest began on social 

media soon became a cause on the 

streets of various states across the 

nation. This action coupled with 

pressure from international 

government/organizations, 

celebrities, and the media yielded 

what appeared to be the dissolution of 

SARS but in actuality was a mere was 

a rebranding of the unit with a name 

change from SARS to the Special 

Weapons and Tactics Team (SWAT). 

On October 12, 2020, President 

Mohammadu Buhari twitted on the 

disbandment of SARS, stating that it 

was an initial step in its agenda for 

extensive police reform. Perhaps the 
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government had expected that this will put a rest to the protests. 

The conspiracy and narrative around this action of military intervention in a 

democracy, and its use as a response for civil activism continue to be a subject 

of discourse in society and on the mass media. In keeping with the primary 

functions of surveillance, the media (in this case television) bring to the fore of 

the public, discussions on newsworthy occurrence within its immediate and 

global society. It assumes the advocacy roll-championing discussions with an 

intent to get governments and those in authority to take action. Television 

narrative on issues of societal interest such as civil activism is critical to the 

movement. According to Pelman (2016 p.2), reformers have come to realize 

that the “successes” or “failures” of a movement is tied to the narrative 

presented. When the narrative is in the public interest, it is considered to be an 

advocacy which is often a reflection of the framing pattern through which a 

discourse is presented by the media.   

The narrative on the #EndSARS civil activism by international television 

broadcaster Cable News Network (CNN) is the focus of this study. The objective 

is to analyze the framing of the Lekki Toll Gate military intervention as depicted 

by CNN in its report on the subject which was put together using social media 

videos uploaded by protesters at the scene, eyewitness accounts, and facts 

obtained from investigative journalism.  

 

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

With reference to contextual use of language, the specific objectives of the study 

are as follows; 

1. Identify the subjects of discourse by CNN in its narrative of the 

#EndSARS protest military intervention at Lekki Toll Gate, Lagos. 

2. Discuss the framing structure adopted by CNN in its narrative of the 

#EndSARS protest military intervention at Lekki Toll Gate, Lagos. 

 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The research questions investigated are as follows; 

1. What are the subjects of discourse presented by CNN in its narrative of 

the #EndSARS protest military intervention at Lekki Toll Gate, Lagos? 

2. What framing structure is adopted by CNN in its narrative of the 

#EndSARS protest military intervention at Lekki Toll Gate, Lagos? 
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

When issues occur within the society it is the social responsibility of the mass 

media to bring factual information to the audience. This function is executed on 

a daily basis through news reports and analysis presented via news framing 

which encapsulates ‘how’ the media chooses to present their narrative. Framing 

is the narrative structure of journalistic reporting. In order to provide media 

audiences with the much needed information to gain knowledge, form opinion, 

and arouse discussions, the media is deliberate in its framing. The concept of 

media framing has been theorized by scholars of media studies and practice over 

the years. Framing as defined by McQuail (2010 p. 557), is ‘the manner in 

which news media content is contextualized by journalists’ such that it accords 

specific structure of meaning. In essence, it is the deliberate presentation of 

information in a manner that will lead the audience to derive specific meaning 

and have a desired effect on their perception, knowledge, attitude/disposition to 

the subject matter.  

In another definition of what framing is, Also, Chong and Druckman (2007 p. 

104) stated that is a process by which media audience develop a given 

conceptualization of an issue or are led to have a reorientation (paradigm shift) 

in their thinking about an issue. This definition presents the power of the media 

to shape perceptions, and discourse on social issues through the information 

disseminated and the manner in which the message is disseminated. Framing is 

an offshoot of agenda-setting which is a media process whereby prominence is 

given to the coverage of certain issues deliberately by the media in a bid to make 

the audience focus on those issues. 

The application of framing theory in media studies spans across the social and 

political context in which framing occur with focus on journalism and the news. 

The objective is to present issues from a point a view without compromising on 

objectivity which is a core function and expectation of the media. Objectivity 

in framing as discussed by Baran and Davis (2012 p. 397), means that 

“journalism’s role should be to provide a forum in which ideas about the social 

world are routinely presented and debated” promoted through frames that act as 

reinforcement and or a consolidation of an existing social order. The use of 

frames that downgrade or compromise on this based on bias, and malicious 

intent to bring about confusion and challenge the system is not considered 

objective. 
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News on international television such as CNN is predominantly public affairs 

broadcasting- providing global perspective and structure in their coverage of 

issues such as: political conflict, war, terrorism, social conflicts, civil activism 

amongst other things. Chioma (2016), posits that this is largely as a result of the 

importance of these occurrences to the global world, which necessitates 

international audience need to know and be updated with information about 

these crises as they occur. The framing of EndSARS protest in Nigeria and the 

events resulting therein such as the military intervention by CNN brings an 

external and independent point of view to the global audience.  

 

APPLICATION OF NEWS FRAMING TO TELEVISION REPORTING  

News coverage is guided by specific framing structure. The two of 

consideration in this study are: type of frames, and direction of framing. When 

putting together a news report, journalists are guided by these to give the much 

desired meaning to the report. The four types of frames consideration are: gains 

vs. loss frames, episodic vs. thematic frames, strategy vs. issues frames, and the 

human interest vs. conflict frames. Gains and loss is used while presenting 

issues of medical/ health concern. Its effect as stated by Gotlieb, Anderson, 

Borah, Gabay, Lee, and Mcleod (2008), is to logically present factual 

information that describes advantages and disadvantages.   

According to Chioma (2016 p.5), episodic and thematic frame are differentiated 

by the fact that while episodic frames focus on individuals, a single event, 

thematic frame focus on issues, trends over time. The more episodically social 

issues are framed, the less likely it is that citizens will hold government and 

other civic organizations accountable for solving the problem. The more 

thematic and contextual the coverage, the more likely it is that citizens will see 

the issue as one appropriate for collective action.  

Strategy and Issue frame are mostly adopted in reporting political issues. 

Strategic frames as defined by Aalberg, Stromback, and Vreese (2011), refers 

to news stories that are centered around interpretations of candidates’ or parties’ 

motives for actions and positions; their strategies and tactics for achieving 

political or policy goals; how they campaign; and choices regarding leadership 

and integrity, including personal traits.  

Human interest and conflict frame according to Seon-Kyoung and Karla (2011), 

are mostly utilized for media coverage of crisis within the society. It brings a 

human face or an emotional angle to the presentation of an event, issue, or 
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problem. This type of news frame has been found to be significantly prominent 

in television news coverage. For instance, a show of graphical representation of 

a crisis, the use of eyewitness accounts, and a presentation of the aftermath 

(consequences) resulting from a crisis as it affects lives are typically utilized on 

television to arouse empathy among viewers.  

The direction of framing on the other hand presents the stand point of the media 

organization should be clearly seen. The four techniques adopted here as 

identified by Robinson (2002) are: distance framing – creating emotional 

disconnect between the audience and the victim in a crisis; empathy framing – 

establishing emotional connect between the audience and victims of a crisis, is 

the direct opposite of distance framing. I.e. when the emphasis is on the plight 

and anguish of victims during a crisis; support framing showcase the 

intervention efforts of government to curtail a crisis within its territory, while 

critical framing this is a more radical approach with focus on the inactions of 

policy- makers and government.  

The framing structure adopted in television reporting “can be accomplished 

through the consideration of particular subtopics…through the narrative form 

and tone of the presentation, and through particular details included in the media 

coverage” (Miller 2002 p. 262). The type of frames and the direction of framing 

is conveyed in the language and tone of the narration (spoken word), 

accompanied by imagery (video). The graphic/visual element of the television 

lends credence to its power, and ability to influence audience perception, 

attitude, and convictions about an issue.  

 

CIVIL ACTIVISM – THE TELEVISION NARRATIVE 

Civil activism is a revolutionary movement organized by the citizenry seeking 

a change in their society. The year 2020 was one marked by civil activism and 

unrest amid other crises such as the corona virus pandemic. Worthy of note is 

the fact that a major cause for these activism was the misconduct and oppression 

from law enforcement; evident in police brutality, abuse and victimization of 

citizens, as well as killings. The Black Lives Matter movement in the United 

States of America brought about by incessant torturing and killings of African 

Americans by police officers, as well as the #EndSARS protest in Nigeria over 

police brutality, extortion, harassment, and outright violation of human right 

were two major civil movements that unfortunately escalated.  
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Television has been a channel for civil rights activists and supporters to 

propagate their cause for decades. This is because they have come to understand 

the importance of media representation as well as what Bodroghkozy (2012 p.5) 

refers to as the “political power of the television” whereby civil movement 

become a national as well as global societal issue of discourse because of the 

vast reach of audience via television. McQuail (2010 p.81), posits that “it is the 

particular ideas and values conveyed by the media which are seen as the primary 

causes of social change”. this implies that beyond popularizing civil 

movements, television narrative is crucial to achieving the cause of the 

movement. 

The nature of television narrative in the coverage of civil activism and crisis 

within the society; presenting imagery often convey a level of importance and 

urgency. The show of people marching on the streets in their numbers, 

encounters between activists and law enforcements, as well as the emotions 

from the movement set societal agenda and pressure government to take action. 

International television broadcaster such as CNN is notable for its reportage of 

civil activism. McLeod and Detenber (1999), in a study on the framing effects 

of television news coverage of an anarchist social protest found the choice of 

sources, words, and pictures used to construct a news story to be a critical aspect 

of framing effect on television. Anderson (2011 p.2) in a study that sought to 

evaluate the contrast in news narrative of civil crisis such as war by CNN and 

Fox News stated that the use of imagery was found to be prominent element in 

CNN’s narrative because “some images are necessary to fully illustrate the 

extent of the violence”.   

The framing structure adopted by the media in their narrative of civil activism 

have been found to be significantly influenced by political ideology. Perkins 

(2017), in a study on media framing of the movement for black lives found that 

“political ideology of the media outlet does play a significant role in depiction 

of the movement”. Political ideology in this context implies the affiliation and 

identification of a media outlet with a political party or government. The 

framing of such political affiliates by the media could hinder objectivity and 

balance which are core functions of the media. 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA AS A VERITABLE SOURCE FOR TELEVISION 

REPORTING  

Social media has revolutionized the nature of journalism world over. It launched 

a new era of online usage for both media and the audience. For one, both (media 
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and the audience) assume an interchanging role as sender and receiver of news 

worthy information. Audience can upload news worthy events they witness on 

their social media handle while the media on the other hand adopt these footages 

in the report for event(s) for which they do not have firsthand coverage. When 

this happens, the audience assumes the portfolio referred to as Citizen’s 

Journalist. 

A major concern with obtaining news information from social media lies in the 

wide spread of fake news and misinformation by social media users. This Sacco 

and Bossio (2015 p.59)), refer to as a complexity that broadcast reporters have 

to deal with when sourcing information online. The argue that “although social 

media adds dynamism to journalistic environments, this dynamism also brings 

new levels of complexity to journalistic practice that professional media 

workers must negotiate”. Although their argument is valid, television media are 

able to avoid this complexity through an investigation process such as source 

and content verification of a footage from social media before the acceptance 

and inclusion of such in news reports.  

The implication of social media on television framing of the news is such that 

broadcasters can make reports as expressive as can be, utilizing the freedom of 

the press to its maximum with graphic evidence from live coverage of event to 

back up the adopted framing structure (type of frame and direction of framing).  

This can be seen in the reportage of civil activism by television broadcasters 

such as CNN. Poell (2019), examining how social media affects protest 

communication using three cases, posits that social media protest 

communication provides the reinforcement needed by mainstream media in the 

coverage of protest. In other words, footages uploaded on social media has 

become a flowing stream of real-time content (fresh and dynamic data) from 

which television broadcasters such as CNN derive useful information to support 

the news as is the case with its #EndSARS protest military intervention at Lekki, 

Toll Gate, Lagos on October 20, 2020.  

  

METHODOLOGY 

This study adopted the qualitative research approach using discourse analysis 

research design. Discourse analysis is appropriate for studies on the analysis of 

media content (textual or visual). It involves a critical examination of the use of 

language and how media audiences make sense of their discourse. Daymon and 

Holloway (2002) as cited by Wimmer and Dominick (2011 p.417), stated that 
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the “form and content” of language use as part of the focal points in discourse 

analysis.  

CNN’s exclusive report on the #EndSARS protest military intervention at Lekki, 

Toll Gate, Lagos on the evening of October 20,2020 was purposively sampled 

for this study. It was retrieved from   

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CHubDlzpkag/?igshid=1oqe6e50r4j2d   

The coding sheet research instrument was used and two content categories were 

utilized in this study. They are; 

i. Subject of discourse: this is the identification and analysis of the specific 

issues addressed by CNN’s in its narrative 

ii. Framing structure:  this is the identification of the prominent type of 

frame and direction of framing adopted by analyzing the contextual use 

of language and imagery adopted by CNN in its narrative of the 

#EndSARS protest military intervention at Lekki Toll Gate, Lagos.  

The study findings are presented and discussed using thematic method.  

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS  

RQ 1: What are the subjects of discourse presented by CNN in its narrative 

of the #EndSARS protest military intervention at Lekki Toll Gate, Lagos? 

CNN’s narrative of the events that happened on the night of October 20, 2020 

when the Nigerian military got involved in the #EndSARS protest at Lekki Toll 

Gate, Lagos was derived from the analysis of several videos which were posted 

on social media by protesters that were present that the scene when the military 

arrived. This is captured in the narration: 

CNN investigated the events at Lekki Toll Gate the night of 

October 20th in Lagos Nigeria. After analyzing hours of 

footage… In the midst of the chaotic screens is DJ Switch, 

a Nigerian celebrity and activist. She is broadcasting live 

on Instagram 

 

The above narrative reveals the importance of eyewitness accounts of event that 

happen within the society which can become a resource material for the media 

as seen in this instance. It also portrays the place of social media for 

conventional media reporting. CNN’s narrative as seen in the video was largely 

a product of “analyzing hours of footage” on the event posted on social media 

platforms such as Instagram as it is mentioned. 

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CHubDlzpkag/?igshid=1oqe6e50r4j2d
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The specific subjects of focus in the report were the: 

i. Killings of #EndSARS protesters 

The narrative emphasized and reiterated the fact that protesters were 

shot at and killed by the military. A fact presented by the graphic show 

of victims and comments from victim family; 

A peaceful protest turned deadly… At 6:43pm we start 

hearing gun fire… The shooting continued past midnight… 

This is Elisha’s brother Victor…Elisha says he received 

the call about his brother’s death round this time… 

Witnesses tell CNN ambulances were stopped from 

entering by Nigerian authorities. You can see here people 

at the screen trying to conduct CPR 

 

This reveals the fact that part of the mission of the Nigerian military at the Lekki 

Toll Gate that night was to kill some protesters. The refusal of medical 

assistance from getting to injured protesters, which would have saved a live or 

more, shows the level of intentionality by the military to achieve this mission. 

Also, comments from the family of a deceased protester identified as Victor, 

who received a phone call about his brother’s dead is also evidence.  

ii. Police involvement 

The presence of the Nigerian police –the arm of law enforcement for 

which the #EndSARS protest began in the first place, and its 

participation in the attach at Lekki Toll Gate was also revealed; 

Eyewitnesses tell us it wasn’t just the army. At this point they 

say the police arrive and open fire  

iii. Counter evidence on governments denial of the killings 

the denial of the killings that occurred as a result of the Nigerian military 

intervention at Lekki Toll Gate was emphasized amid a show of 

contradictory evidence.  

This is Bonny camp, a military garage on the south side of 

Lagos. We know through analyzing footage they left at 

6:29pm heading towards Lekki Toll Gate… As Nigerian 

forces get closer you can see shots... Nigerian authorities 

say they fired blanks into the air and not at protesters, but 

CNN obtained videos that appears to show the army 
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shooting toward the crowd… CNN has verified that these 

bullet caseins are from live ammunition… 

 

With the use of video footages to justify the above stated narrative, CNN 

undoubtedly revealed to the world that the military intervention and mission at 

Lekki was not without the knowledge of the Nigerian government. This has also 

put to rest the confusion that emanated following the public denial by 

government as well as the military over their involvement in the attack.  

Also, the proof of military ammunition (bullet caseins) displayed by 

eyewitnesses at the scene beyond reasonable doubt questions the basis 

for the denial in the first place. 

iv. Violation of human right to peaceful protest 

Perhaps this could be considered to be the most controversial subject 

presented therein. The resolve to open fire on peaceful protesters who were 

within their rights as citizens of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to exercise 

their constitutional right to freedom of expression and conducting peaceful 

protests was shocking. The military which is considered to have so much 

respect for the Nigerian flag in this instance displayed a total disregard for 

the flag held by protesters daily.  

So why were there live rounds used at a peaceful protest? 

Many family members of those still missing are asking that 

question as they hunt for answers or the bodies of their loved 

ones  

 

This narrative also reveals that there were no warning remarks neither was there 

any attempt to disperse protesters using rubber bullets and other means that are 

known to be used by law enforcement to during protests. Also, the fact that 

bodies of some killed protesters have not been recovered by their families is 

also noteworthy. 

 

RQ 2: What framing structure is adopted by CNN in its narrative of the 

#EndSARS protest military intervention at Lekki Toll Gate, Lagos? 

i. Type of frame    

CNN’s narrative of the military intervention at Lekki Toll Gate, Lagos 

centered on the display of injured/killed protesters, use of eyewitness footage, 

display of bullet shells, and live footage of the military shooting at protesters 
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amongst other things. These exemplify human interest and conflict frames 

which is the predominate type of frame utilized in the report. Human interest 

and conflict frame is appropriate for media coverage of crisis for which lives 

are lost. The use of graphic representation of the outcome in this type of frame 

lead media audience to resonate with people whose lives have been affected by 

the crisis.  

The use of the narrative: 

A peaceful protest turned deadly… At 6:43pm we start 

hearing gun fire… The shooting continued past midnight… 

This is Elisha’s brother Victor…Elisha says he received the 

call about his brother’s death round this time…Many family 

members of those still missing…hunt for answers or the 

bodies of their loved ones… Since this incident, CNN has 

contacted over 100 protesters and family members…Many 

are in hiding. Some have fled the country  

 

The above statements which are backed by footages solicit human empathy 

capable of making the audience resonate with the plight of protesters and their 

families. This aligns with the findings of McLeod and Detenber (1999), from 

their study on the framing effects of television news coverage of an anarchist 

social protest which revealed that the choice of sources, words, and pictures 

used to construct a news story to be a critical aspect of framing effect on 

television. Use of words such as “deadly, shooting continued past midnight” 

point to the extent of the attach on the protesters and how long they had to fight 

to stay alive as it was clear the military aimed to kill.   

Also, the statements: “Elisha…  received the call about his brother’s death, 

many family members…hunt for answers or the bodies of their loved ones” is 

used to emphasize the fact that there are individuals who re in mourning over 

loved the loss of family members and have been denied the opportunity to pay 

their last respects to the deceased a rite that is considered very important among 

the tribes in Nigeria.  Also, by stating that “many” protesters have gone into 

“hiding” while “some have fled the country” implies that the lives of the 

protesters who survived the gruesome ordeal have had to change drastically. 

They have also lost the freedom to go about their normal lives as a result of fear.  

The use of human interest and conflict frame align with the position of Seon-

Kyoung and Karla (2011), who opine that position human interest and conflict 
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frame is mostly utilized in media coverage of crisis within the society to brings 

a human face or an emotional angle to their presentation. Both intentions were 

clearly achieved by CNN in its narrative of the military intervention at Lekki 

Toll Gate, Lagos. 

ii. Direction of Framing 

There is a predominate use of the critical direction of framing is seen in 

CNN’s narrative of the military intervention of the #EndSARS protest at Lekki, 

Toll Gate, Lagos. The use of this direction in framing was mainly to critique the 

actions an inactions of the Nigerian government and its military. As defined by 

Robinson (2002), critical framing is a radical approach with focus on the 

inactions of policy- makers and government. Critical framing was used in the 

narrative on governments denial of the shooting, killing of protesters, refusal of 

medical assistance from getting to injured protesters, as well as the refusal of 

the Lagos state government to comment on CNN’s report. 

The Nigerian government denies this happened…we are 

going to tell a story that is radically different from the one 

the authorities are telling… This is important because 

Nigerian authorities deny anyone was killed at the scene 

 

The lead statement above “The Nigerian government denies this happened” 

presents a clear stance from which CNN has chosen to approach its narrative of 

the subject matter. Without mincing words, CNN begins its report with a 

definite statement that is critical of the Nigerian governments narrative. The use 

of the word “denies” implies an attempt by the government to disassociate itself 

from what clear was.  

Further, the use of the words “radically different from the one the authorities 

are telling” to describe its narrative of the events that occurred at Lekki Toll 

Gate, Lagos on the evening of the attach, points to the insincerity of the 

government to own-up to its actions. Also, these words emphasize the 

inconsistency with the government even in the face of substantive evidence. 

Critical framing is also utilized to led audiences to the fact that the military set 

out on their mission that evening with live ammunition and claims to have used 

blanks which it fired into the air and not at protesters; 

 Nigerian authorities say they fired blanks into the air and 

not at protesters but CNN obtained videos that appears to 

show the army shooting toward the crowd…CNN has 
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verified that these bullet caseins are from live ammunition… 

eyewitnesses tell us it wasn’t just the army. At this point they 

say the police arrive and open fire.   

 

The use of ammunition in this case is clearly an oppression of the citizens 

especially considering the fact that the protest had been peaceful and had not 

recorded any form of disruption to society. Also, stating that the bullet was 

“verified” and found to be the exact type currently in use by the Nigerian army, 

CNN clearly shows the extent to which it carried out investigations to prove 

beyond reasonable doubt that the bullet caseins presented by eyewitness after 

the shooting originated from the military and was not planted evidence. This is 

commendable.  

Also, the refusal of the army and the Lagos state government to grant an 

audience to CNN is critically framed. It shows that despite the fact that CNN 

had factual evidence on the subject matter, journalistic values of fairness and 

balance in reporting that calls for the coverage of stories from the stance of all 

parties involved were not ignored; 

CNN tried to share these findings with the Nigerian army 

but received no response. Lagos state authorities would not 

comment on our reporting until they said “a judicial panel 

of enquiry presents its findings. 

 

Finally, the use of critical framing in CNN’s narrative of the #EndSARS military 

intervention at Lekki Toll Gate, Lagos is an intentional effort to bring to the 

attention of both local and international audience the impending issues that have 

continued to linger in the relationship between the Nigerian government and its 

citizenry. The disregard for life as seen in with the use of live ammunition and 

refusal of medical professionals administer first aid, the use of suppression 

rather than dialogue to resolve conflict all of which are not characteristic of 

democratic rule. This aligns with McQuail’s (2010 p. 557), position that the 

manner in which the news is contextualized by the media accord specific 

structure of meaning to societal issues. By extension, it also brings to the fore 

underlying issues that media audience should pay attention to. 

 

CONCLUSION  

CNN’S narrative of the October 20, 2020 #EndSARS military intervention at 

Lekki Toll Gate was well within the functions of what is expected of the 

television media. Presenting a detailed discourse on:  the violation of human 
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rights, counter evidence that debunked the Nigerian governments narrative and 

denial of the attack and killings of protesters, as well as the involvement of the 

Nigerian Police in the attack, backed-up by verified footages obtained from 

social media upload of eyewitness. 

The framing structure centered on human interest and conflict type of frame; 

wording the narrative in a manner arouse the emotion of empathy as well as a 

connect with the primary (protesters) and secondary (families of protesters) 

victims of the attack, while the use of critical direction of framing pointed to the 

inconsistency with the Nigerian government and its military’s narrative of the 

event, the fundamental issues such as oppression that has continued to thrive in 

Nigeria (graphically represented in the report) despite its two decades of 

democratic rule. 

Lastly, CNN’s narrative on the #EndSARS military intervention at Lekki Toll 

Gate, Lagos demonstrates the significance of social media to broadcasting in 

these times. Both local and international audiences are provided with a 

comprehensive report on the subject based on facts sourced from social media 

and subject to thorough verification. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Framing is a key responsibility of media reporting that enable the audience gain 

knowledge as well as form perceptions about societal issues. No doubt, the 

framing of the #EndSARS protest military intervention at Lekki, Toll Gate, 

Lagos in CNN’s narrative was done using an appropriate framing structure 

suitable for reporting on civil activism. Premised on the study findings, it is 

there recommended that further studies be conducted to ascertain the impact of 

CNN’s narrative on media audience knowledge and attitude on the subject 

matter. 
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