
25  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

The Problem and Prospect of Biblical Concepts of the 

Christian Marriage Today 

 

*Wadam Z.S.; *Adamu E.R.; **Salome. I; & 

**Zakka G.W. 

*Department of Arts Education, Faculty of Education University of Jos, 

Plateau State. **Department of English and Literary Studies, Faculty of 

Arts and Education, Bauchi State University Gadau, Bauchi State. 

 

 

Abstract 
The paper examines the marriage as a concept and identifies the three types 

of marriage in Nigeria. A critical examination of the problems and prospect 

of marriage is been made and profound solution. Marriage is lifelong union 

of man and woman. In other words, marriage is a legal union of a man and 

a woman by legal publication which enables them to love and live together 

as husband and wife. In biblical understanding, marriage is the oldest 

institution God created by himself for mankind. The paper also focuses on 

the cause of divorce in marriage and possible solutions. 
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Introduction 
The paper examines various concepts 

of marriage institution, the problems 

that commonly affects marriage as 

well as the immediate causes of 

marriage problem especially the 

Christian marriage. It will also 

identify the biblical concept of 

marriage of the two versions of the 

Holy Bible that is the Old Testament 

and New Testament perspectives. 

The research made investigation on 

the causes and effects of divorce in 
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Christian marriage today. Divorce and separation refer to the termination of 

marriage and has become a serious problem worldwide. Young men and women 

as well as the elderly are engage in this act regardless of the consequences it 

brings on them. 

 

WHAT CAUSES DIVORCE AMONG CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 

FAMILY? 

The process of marriage differs from one community to another. The system is 

based on national law, culture or custom of a particular culture. It will be very 

difficult therefore to discuss in details all types of marriage we have in Nigeria. 

The paper is mainly focused on the Christian marriage, its problems and 

prospects. 

 

MARRIAGE MEANING IN GENERAL   

There are different cultural conceptions of marriage. Marriage is a lifelong 

union of love and life between a man and a woman. Marriage has its basis from 

God institution because he instituted it, when he created Adam and Eve to be 

companions and helper for one another (Gen 1:18-23).  

According to Oxford Advance Learners Dictionary 7th Joyce H. (2009) edition, 

marriage is a legal relationship between husband and wife. Also, Bakors 

Dictionary of theology 7thPapygr G. (1980) defines marriage as a “qurkflest”. It 

implies kingship of the fellowship with body as a union thus stating forth 

marriage as the corporate and spiritual unity of man and woman in marriage is 

exclusive relationship in the total unity of person physically, emotionally, 

intellectually and spiritually. 

Separation from one another is not the focus of existence, it is given family 

meet. It is a drama in which everyone becomes an actor or actress not just a 

spectacle. Marriage is a duty requirement from the cooperated society and 

rhyme of life in which everyone must participate; otherwise he who does not 

participate in it is a curse to the community and to some community law breaker. 

He is not only abnormal but under normal circumstances, the person concerned 

has rejected the society and the society has rejected him/her in return.  

Marriage and procreation in the community is very important but without 

procreation marriage is incomplete. This is the unity which every individual 

contribute to the society.  
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Marriage is also considered to be a declaration of the desire to marry 

accompanied by the expression of the mutual intention of and taking 

responsibility of one another. 

It can also be seen as the coming together of man and woman who agree to live 

together and have children who will remember them and to be remembered by 

people now and thereafter. 

Wadam (2018) aforementioned there are different cultural inceptions of 

marriage. A definition of marriage is difficult to achieve in general, however, 

marriage is a lifelong union of love and commitment between a man and a 

woman. Therefore, there are two publically views in marriage as regards to 

Christians: one the Old Testament views and the New Testament views 

biblically based. He went further to describe the Old Testament types of 

marriage as thus, the joining together of a man and a woman in lifelong union 

of love commitment. Marriage was instituted by God (Gen 2:24). Marriage also 

involves relationship with the families of the husband and wife; it is basically 

the union of those two individuals before God that indicates that every Christian 

marriage is united under God. While in the new testament teaching of marriage, 

Jesus affirmed the old testament teaching of marriage as one man and woman 

(Mark 10:6-8), Jesus went on to say that this relationship between husband  and 

wife was obtruded to last via the lives of the partners. Paul in his epistles 

explained that marriage bound is to be a picture of the relationship between 

Christ and his church firm commitment, respect singleness of purpose, purity 

and self-sacrificing love outfit to characterize both church relationship with 

Christ and the marriage bond (Ephesians 5:22-23). 

A Christian wedding takes place in the presence of the church officials and 

members. It is performed by a pastor or priest. In this ceremony, the people 

declare their allegiance to Jesus Christ and each other regardless of whatever 

good or bad circumstances may arise. The ceremony may be single or elaborate 

but the most important thing is the marriage vow. A public declaration before 

God and man of one’s commitment to spouse, this promise extends until the 

death of either partner.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

The research methodology used in the paper was historical analytical methods 

which are common in other related studies. Another designed method for this 

study is phenomenological anthropological approaches which are sources of 
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information  from the perspectives of the believer, avoiding any value 

judgement.While historical analytical methods are common in religion  

education and personal interview. Sources such as literacy documents both 

published and unpublished books and materials. 

 

PROBLEM OF BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF MARRIAGE  

(IshakuMaigida interview 2019) aforementioned we have many problems 

which are common to all marriage or Christian marriage. If those problems are 

not controlled in time, they can make marriage unsuccessful. The following are 

the proble: 

Interference: If people of either the husband or wife family members interfere 

with the affairs of the couples, this may lead to serious problems in the family 

and it create a barrier between couples. 

Poverty:When the husband does not have enough to take care of his wife and 

children, the wife complain seriously and it may lead to divorce or separation 

of the their marriage. The issue of for better for worst is not the only for a few 

people to adhere to that. In another way the husband many deny his wife some 

certain privileges and rights since the biblical injunctions clearly stated that 

women are subject to their husbands putting the issue of love aside but carries 

power to deal with their partners. 

Barrenness: People believe that children are blessings of marriage, if a wife 

does not bear children, the husband will either divorce the wife or marry another 

woman who can bear children for him likewise, the woman if her husband 

cannot fertilize eggs, she will divorce him and marry another ma. Therefore, the 

situation of bearing the vow and bond taken is been replaced with personal 

interests not initial Christian marriage instituted order. 

Differences in Religion: When husband and wife have different religion, they 

may have problems. The husband will not like his wife to continue with her 

religion he may want her to change to his own religion and the woman may a 

not agree, problem will arise due to her refusal to follow her husband’s religion. 

Intolerance: If the husband and wife cannot tolerate each other, they will have 

problem because there will be absence of love in them. 

Lack of Respect: If husband and wife do not respect each other, they will 

always offend each Other and this can lead to serious problem. 

Unfaithfulness: Unfaithfulness in any marriage is a problem which can lead to 

divorce too. A husband is not faithful to his wife by going out or dating another 



29  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

woman outside his marriage, likewise a woman having unfaithfulness to her 

husband such as extra-marital affairs with other men. 

Marriage Bond: Marriage fidelity is not actually limited to sexual faithfulness 

in marriage in God’s plan for marriage, a man and a woman are to be united  

totally (Gen 2:24), it is also outlined in Christian marriage promise. 

“I promise to be true to you in good times, in sickness and in health I will love 

and honour you all the days of my life”. 

It is thus a lack of fidelity among marriage partner to abandon the other at any 

difficult moment. Infidelity may lead to divorce which God condemns (Matt 

19:6) husband and wife must be faithful to one another. 

Distance: Distance also leads to another serious problem, for example if the 

man is living in Ibadan and the woman in Yola. Another distance is spiritual 

distance, if the married couples belong to Jesus Christ spiritually, there will be 

no problem but if one is spiritually with Jesus Christ and the other not, there 

will be problem in such family. A Christian therefor, who does not only desires 

to obey the word of God but also wants to live a happy life should follow 

faithfully. God blueprint in the choice of marriage partners are; first, you need 

to realize that God loves you, know you and therefor wants the best for you. As 

he created Eve to be a help suitable for Adam, so he wants your companion to 

be suitable for you. 

Secondly, you must understand that God does not want you as a believer to 

marry unbelievers, for he says, be ye not unequal yoked together with 

unbelievers (I Cor. 6:14). Also you must pray that God should lead you to the 

choice and be prepared to obey God as he leads and don’t have any idol in your 

heart. 

God teaching can be known in diverse ways, through special relation through 

some circumstances in the case of Ruth and beside the assurance of God’s may 

have when you pray as a teaching of peace about the matter by the witness of 

the Holy Spirit within you then knowing the will of God before telling the 

brother or sister. A happy family can be a bit of heaven on earth, God’s families 

make good community, good communities, make good nations and make the 

world a better place. It all starts with making the right choice of marriage 

partner. 

 

CAUSES OF DIVORCE AND SEPARATION 

Wadam (2018) lamented that in natural realm, the permanence of marriage is 

also vital for the bearing of children. This cannot be properly done in a way that 

befits human dignity if marriage were to be temporary union. 



30  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

The permanence nature of marriage does not however mean physical separation. 

A couple may be separated for a serious reason such as contagious diseases, 

incurable madness or for moral problems such as physical danger or some 

spiritual reasons. Even under these difficult conditions both are still regarded as 

husband and wife according to the scripture. Thus, the idea of a temporary 

marriage disrupts the whole purpose of the institution. 

As the scripture has said marriage is permanent when the vows are completed 

in Christian wedding of couples in multiple of witness in the church 

congregations all conditions stated needed to be observe for it holiness of 

nature. But lack of fidelity for more marriage partners used abandon one another 

at any difficult time which infidelity may lead to divorce that God condemned. 

Therefore, divorce on the ground of adultery, desertion, insanity, sodomy and 

rape, each of these mentioned are serious matrimonial conditions for divorce 

according to marriage ordinance in Nigeria. Bareness or sterility on the part of 

a wife or husband when any of them cannot give birth and there is the 

threatening from the husband’s family, wife or in-laws, this can also lead to 

divorce. Another cause is the practice of magic or witchcraft on the part of the 

wife to the husband in other societies, the marriage breaks down if the bride is 

not a virgin in the oldest time it was a cause of divorce. Temporal separation 

between husband and wife are more common than divorce, those may be cause 

by quarrel between the husband and wife and the relations of the husband. Jesus 

Christ re-affirmed his teaching on the permanence of marriage in (Matt. 5:31-

32), he said furthermore, “it has been said, whoever, divorces his wife, let him 

give her a certificate of divorce, but I say to you whoever divorce his wife for 

any reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery”. This 

shows that anyone who divorced his partner on the ground of adultery is legal 

but they should remain unmarried. In (I Cor. 7:10-11), Paul said, to the married 

I gave charge not I but the Lord that the wife should not separate from her 

husband (but if she does, let her remain single or else be reconciled to her 

husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife. 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO MARRIAGE PROBLEMS 

Divorce can be prevented by maintaining the function of marriage and taking 

positive steps towards a successful marriage. 

(SaratuWadams interview 2019) gave three possible solutions on how to 

prevent divorce: 
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1. A wife should realize that the man is the head of the family and as their 

people say, “two captains cannot stay in one ship”. The lordship of man over 

the household is ordained by God, authorized by the church approved by 

law and recognized by the society. 

2. A husband should realize that nowadays, a housewife is no longer a slave or 

an item of commodity that can be used or treated with reckless abandon. The 

housewife should have her right and liberty in the house tight restriction role, 

worn in the family and society. 

3. There should be love, respect, endurance and mutual understanding in their 

approach to family problems couples should learn to tolerate each other in 

their shortcomings bearing in mind that human beings are not perfect. 

 

Love and obedience are in control in order to maintain a successful marriage. 

In order to have peace in marriage couples must resist the love of money and 

things it can buy because that destroys many marriage, partners can be happy if 

they yield themselves to Jesus. They should be thankful to God for all the things 

they possess. A husband and wife must remember that their spouses is the most 

precious gift they have here on earth, (Eccl 9:9, Pro. 18:22). The sex part of 

God’s plan is both pure and pleasurable, secret and satisfying (Heb. 13:4). The 

bible says, rejoice in the wife of your youth, let her charms and tender embrace 

and satisfy you, let her love alone fill you with delight (Proverbs 5:18-19). 

Christians are commanded to abstain from sexual immorality and impurity 

outside the marriage whether pre-marital or extra-marital. Husbands are 

expected to live a clean and sanctified life avoiding extra-marital sex is an 

enemy of marriage. It introduces foreign elements into family it may ring about 

general disease and may capsize the marriage itself. 

Marriage should be preserved against foreign advices or outside interference 

internal dispute, should be settled internally, women should not allow 

themselves to be deceive by their friends to hold their husband at ransom. Right 

from the Garden of Eden, God gave woman some major control over the man 

but instead of explaining the divorce avenue some women precipitate arise in 

which they are likely to be the loser. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The paper examines the concept of Christian marriage and also identifies some 

problem and prospects of it. Christian marriage have been defined while the 
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issues of marriage problems and solutions have been profound the condition 

and lay down rules and regulations concerning Christian marriage have 

explained marriage biblically, what the scripture has spelled out clearly about 

Christian marriage is typical by the way of vow making and taking of bond oath 

of which the husband and wife agree to live together under any difficult or nice 

condition to stay together in a lifelong commitment union with each other till 

death part them no more. The paper had also identified some of the problems in 

marriage which includes divorce and separation. This will make the couples to 

be better prepared for marriage because when such is identified the issue of lack 

of love and affection in union with each other will be discarded.  

Generally speaking, marriage contains much difficult adjustment experience: 

the facts to note are; spiritual, social and physical. Spiritually, you need to allow 

God to be the head of your house and always look up to him at all time. Socially, 

sex relationship could be pivotal with unity between the couples, family and 

others around them very important. Physically, requires how you react to 

financial needs, food and other material things. Communication clears up the 

air in this regard. Husband and wife should always talk over issues and 

problems and look for a way forward together. They should also look up to 

Jesus for victory over the problems and storms that may come their way. 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

Considering the outcome of this research, the following recommendations are 

relinquished. Couples should identify their life with Christ. God will give them 

a new love for their partner and children. Couples should resist the love of 

money and material things because such could inevitably cause problems in 

marriage. However, they should yield themselves to Jesus. Christian couples 

should abstain from sexual immorality and impurity outside the bonds of 

marriage (extra-marital sex), marriage should be preserved against foreign 

advice or interference and internal disputes should be settled internally. Women 

should not allow themselves to be deceived by their friends to hold their 

husbands to ransom. Finally, couples should always pray for peace in their 

families. 
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