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Abstract 
The issue of dichotomy is a phenomenon and conceptually, antonymy 

presents a scenario of oppositeness in life. Man at a point in time finds 

himself in either of the two extremes (or on the inevitable journey to either), 

you are either a governor or a governed, a leader or a follower, the ‘have’ 

or the ‘have not’. Reality however presents to us that peace is not 

necessarily the absence of war and vice versa. This study examines the fact 

that poverty of language is not necessarily a determinant of immaturity, and 

that language of poverty is not only expressed in linguistic terminologies 

but extends through the frontiers of signification. It explains further that the 

trait of poverty of language directly or indirectly showcases an index of the 

language of poverty just like the intertwining of listening and 

comprehension, whereby listening becomes the harbinger to 

comprehension and comprehension entails listening. This informed the 

rationale behind the choice of the conceptual theory of language in synergy 

with semiotics as our framework. The study therefore reveals that mankind 

has limitations occasioned by circumstances and that systematic deficiency 

remains the bane of structural development in a situation where language 

is seen as a signification of inequality.  
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Introduction 
What was 24/7 and what is 24/7?  

The compound sentence above 

expresses a spatio-temporal 

proposition whose meaning before 

now could have passed for a 

mathematical terminology but which 

in contemporary discourse means ‘24 

hours a day, seven days a week’ 

implying a continuity of service. In 

modern days, the term 24/7 has 

become a popular term for people 

involved in consumerism for 

promotional intent. 

In the realm of politics, Nigeria as a 

case-study, the President of the 8th 

Senate- Dr. Olusola B. Saraki was in 

the eye of the storm and a traded name 

in the hands of pen-masters-the press. 

The reason was that he was accused of 

falsehood in respect of his declaration 

of assets as a public officer by the 

Code of Conduct Bureau, (CCB). To a 

layman in law who does not 

understand the intricacies of law 

(suffering from the poverty of 

Language in that direction) the high 

pedestal which Saraki occupies as the 

No. 3 citizen of the country, more so 

the helmsman of a legislative 

democracy, he supposes to defend 

himself, without engaging any legal 

luminary. Alas! Senator Saraki 

employed a consortium of legal 

luminary to defend him… He quite 

understands personal limitations-his 

poverty of language in that direction-

which may not stand him in good 

stead to be freed from the charges by 

the CCB. 

Biblically, the day of Pentecost is 

another instance. The unprecedented 

“began to speak with other tongues” 

(Act. 2:4) when the Holy Spirit 

descended on the disciples 

orchestrated the congregational 

reaction and Peter’s response that “it 

is only the third hour of the day “, a 

presuppositional implicature that it 

was too early to say the “men of God 

were drunk”. What happened then? It 

was because the congregation suffered 

“ a poverty of language ”,each tribe 

being unable to understand another for 

the unusual languages which the 

disciples began to speak. 

Literarily, in Daniel Defoe’s Robinson 

Crusoe, the novelist demonstrated the 

crucial role which effective 

communication plays in 

accomplishing any task. The escapee-

Man Friday finds a good master and 

savior in Defoe who bails him out 

from his poverty of language. It was 

not that the master was more enriched 

in language, but the fact remains that 

each of the duo came from different 

climes. If the master too were to find 

himself in Man Friday’s shoes, the 
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same impoverishment of language would have been experienced. 

Obviously the two notions, ‘language’ and ‘poverty’ fall under the Language 

Universals as well as existential presuppositions. ( Fromkin 2007) The 

universality of the Discourse of Poverty was given credence at the 1992 Earth 

Summit in Rio when Agenda 21 was issued, recognizing combating poverty. 

The Millenium Development Goals (MDG) grew out of a series of world 

conferences as follow up on this Agenda 21. Of the eight MDGs, endorsed by 

189 countries, Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger took pre-

eminence. (World Bank, British Council, 2007)  

 

Theoretical Perspective 

The theoretical framework suited to the focus of this article is ‘Pragmatics of 

Discourse’ which centers on the investigation of language in use with the 

primary objective of explaining how meaning is constructed, which in effect 

equates how communication takes place. Linguists like Halliday (1978:108) 

discusses what he termed then “a social semiotic theory of language” cited in 

(Schneider and Barron 2014:189). There he presents the linguistic system as 

encapsulating meaning potential while meaning itself is “actualized” (or 

enacted) within a co-text and a social setting. That is, ‘meaning potential is 

encapsulated in the linguistic system, and its actualization takes place in the 

context of situation, “the environment in which text comes to life”, That 

“coming to life” is the creation of actual meaning; which is pragmatic, and 

which is not fully actualized in translating one language into another as it is in 

the case of African writers writing in English. In view of the missing link 

between the lexico-grammar of texts and the messages they carry, the 

philosopher Grice, (1975) has been able to throw more light through his theory 

of signification, a recourse to semiotics.  

 

The Language of Nature 

Language as the inevitable tool of human communication is not absolutely 

exclusive to man when viewed metaphorically, nature also speaks volume. The 

language of nature resides in the enclave of signification. This probably 

explains why linguists argue that the human language develops from the sign 

system. As the smoke serves as an index of fire, the cloud portends rain. Grey 
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hair tells of age while darkness is a harbinger of evil machinations. The growth 

and withering of the flowering plants foretells of life and death; hence William 

Wordsworth maintains that “The child is father of the man”. Man would 

continue to be a learner in the school of nature, that is why there is no mortal 

that knows tomorrow; forecasters only try, accuracy of prediction is exclusively 

the gift of God. 

In the foregoing, man could be described as ever suffering from the poverty of 

the language of nature. If that is not so, why is it that some people continue to 

live inside a building with cracked walls? Why does a man indulge in moving 

ahead in an automobile with a worn-out tyre? Why do leaders, men at the helm 

of affairs, especially in Africa, continue in office despite public outcry and total 

condemnation by the masses? It is because they suffer from the symptomatic 

poverty of language, or do we resolve to believing their precarious circumstance 

make them to pay deaf ears to such natural admonition?   

The bane of African development has been said to be that of leadership. It is in 

Africa we have the longest serving head of state- the case of Equitorial Guinea. 

Nigeria, the most populous black nation on earth has all the potentials of 

greatness with her natural endowment; but she remains a paradox of people 

living with poverty. Why the ordeal then? It was because the leaders have 

suffered from the poverty of language of governance and development. 

Consider a corollary of our view in recent times:       

 

Our education system not tailored to train leaders, but workers – 

DOGARA (Vanguard, Tuesday July 12, 2016. p.9) 

The caption above is the opinion of the Honourable Speaker of the (8th) House 

of Representative, the lower Chamber of the Nigerian legislative arm, 

Honourable Yakubu Dogara who lamented when he received the Zik 

Leadership Award for public service. To be enriched in language in respect of 

governance is to be inspirational, selflessly altruistic, honest, visionary, 

patriotic, liberal-minded, religiously committed to the national ideals, 

democratically detribalized among other virtues. That was the secret behind the 

feat which leaders whose countries are super-powers have recorded. It was the 

poverty of such a language on the part of the leaders in developing countries 

like Nigeria that has made the masses impoverished. A case of poverty (of 



187  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2021 

 

language of advancement) begetting language of poverty. Until the failed-state 

leaders enroll in a new school of positive ideas, where their poverty turns to 

wealth, nature will continue to chart its course, because a planter of onion will 

never reap vegetable. The friendly nature is ever conscious of everyone’s 

predicament, that is why the cloud gathers for the eye to see, and the thunder 

shouts for the blind to hear, apart from the accompaniment of other weather 

change signals like the breeze. 

 

The Poverty/Enrichment of a language  

Language, understood to be human means of communication can be 

impoverished lexically (for that forms the building blocks for a larger unit) or 

enriched based on its antecedent. A language can suffer extinction by virtue of 

extermination of its people or domination by another. The English Language is 

favoured by historical antecedents. It evolved from the family of Indo-European 

languages_ Indian, Iranian, Armenian, Hellenic, Albanic, Italic, Balto-Slavic, 

Germanic, Celtic, Hittite and Tocharian. The Germanic Group in particular gave 

birth to the Olden day English. The Roman invasion around 55BC brought 

about the Romanized lexis in English, hence the Latin(ated) vocabulary which 

in contemporary usage forms part of the register of law and religion. Apart from 

other linguistic influences like that of the Scandinavian, the Norman Conquest 

with their long rule over England (AD 1060 to 1453)  culminating in a 

reasonable percent of the French loanwords which remained as part of the word-

stuck of English today, other factors which make the language rich included the 

introduction of Printing into England by William Caxton in 1477, increasing 

contact with other parts of the world in the name of trade and religion, and King 

James version of the Bible, (Ayoola 2006). William Shakespeare’s effort in 

enriching the English Language is unrivalled. Thus in view of all the borrowings 

and loan words, coupled with invented vocabulary of literary giants, the English 

Language becomes a very rich language, not an impoverished one. 

However, in a second language situation, no matter the wealth of vocabulary in 

the second language, it can never capture all the indexical 

expressions/egocentric particulars of the first language. This phenomenon could 

be tagged “poverty of language” to literary writers who prefer and deliberately 

use elements of mother tongue when writing in English. Notable among them 
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are Wole Soyinka, Chinua Achebe, Ngugi-wa-Thiongo to mention but a few. 

The work of Amos Tutuola with respect to The Palm-wine Drinkers remains a 

child of two worlds. While some critics say it is a manifestation of poverty of 

language (for it deviates from the English Syntax) Tutuola’s advocates are of 

the opinion that the work remains a master-piece in the field of Stylistics. Life 

experiences form the raw material for literature throughout the world. This is 

probably why, take for instance, Nigerian literature features prominently the 

nature and trend of democracy in Nigeria. Nigerian musicians also sing the 

nation’s political failure to the world. The late musical Sage- Fela Anikulapo 

Kuti, described Nigerian democracy as ‘demonstration of craze’. More recently, 

Idris Abdulkareem sang, ‘Nigeria Jagajaga’ meaning Nigeria is 

disorderly/poorly administered. Many literary writers also show the failure of 

political leaders and democracy in Nigeria. Few examples are: Achebe’s A Man 

of the People ,Okigbo’s “Labyrinths” , Oshundare’s “Village voices” , 

Osofisan’s “Minted Coins” , Soyinka’s “A Shuttle in the Crypt” , Ojaide’s 

“Labyrinths of the Delta”, etc. 

Soyinka’s ‘The Beatification of Area Boy’ is a literary projection or satire of 

the democratic failure in Nigeria. David Diop’s “Africa” depicts the 

impoverished condition Africans have found themselves in. 

 “Africa” 

 The work of your slavery  

 The slavery of your children 

 Africa tell me Africa 

 “ When a strainer takes in water”, an incantation taken from a variety of 

anonymous Yoruba poetry known as ‘Ofo’ , demonstrates the magical power of 

words through the use of epigrams, haunting rhythm, word play and evocative 

power. This particular poem is recited by an offender purported to appease the 

offended. 

  

When a strainer takes in water, - 1 

 All the water immediately goes out of it – 2 

Owawa cannot even in a fit of anger, howl from dusk to dawn – 6 

On the day the brown monkey meets the Alapinni the monkey forgets all its 

anger – 7 
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Oriji leaf commands you to forgive me, no matter what I may have done. – 8 

The words in bold print explain the incapacitation of the English lexis to capture 

notions culturally expressed. That is why the notes follow:  

Note: Owawa - An animal which howls at night 

Alapinni – A senior title holder among egungun worshippers 

A similar manifest of impoverishment of the English Language with which 

African writers write is demonstrated by Soyinka(1967) in his poem, “ABIKU”. 

With the understanding that the phenomenon, which may not hold in other 

cultures, would sound alien, he provides a note below the title_ (Wanderer 

Child. it is the same child who dies and returns again and again to plague the 

mother- Yoruba belief.) In Oswald MtShali’s “Night fall in Soweto ”, the 

language is not only that of poverty (Not in my match box house//Where I 

barricade myself against night fall – lines 24/25) it also speaks of oppression. (I 

am the victim// I am slaughtered//Everynight in the streets – lines 10-12).The 

list is endless as far as demonstration of poverty language and language of 

poverty is concerned particularly in the continent of Africa.   

 

Theorising Poverty 

Although the meaning of poverty may abound including that of the dictionary, 

the critical import of the term ‘poverty’ may not be fully realized unless it is 

viewed in a range of different contexts and with diverging meanings. The 

everyday notion of poverty as inability to possess money or wealth to 

satisfaction is not enough. A more complex and dynamic concept of poverty is 

to view it from the angle of deficiency or short- falls in respect of what is 

ethically required of a state of responsibility. Like we observe a state of wealth 

of experience in someone, conversely too, poverty of experience also holds, 

especially of ideas, knowledge, by virtue of having a square peg in a round hole. 

Men (and women too) are not equally talented. While some are endowed with 

wealth of innovation, ability to create and recreate, initiate, rise to a given 

occasion, some are to be led, some cannot not even match up with pace-setting, 

and so the level of endowment wanes down the ladder of intelligence quotient, 

signaling varied categories of deficiency_ poverty. 

Poverty is a term of universality, applying not only to human but also to climes 

and cultures. The Desert is noted for poverty of rainfall with a wealth of dryness. 
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The so-called Cold-region suffers poverty of heat. While the First World 

countries possess a wealth of technology (and probably a poverty of essential 

raw materials), most of the Third World countries especially in Africa are poor 

technologically, thus making their economies tied to the whims and caprices of 

the developed nations. Nigeria as a typical example of an African nation is noted 

for a wealth of endowments and poverty of good leadership that could have 

transformed her and change the fortune of the citizenry. A case of ‘the pot 

calling the kettle black’ can be deduced from the purported letter- ‘Before it is 

too late’ – written by an ex-president to an incumbent Nigeria President, 

precisely President Olusegun Obasanjo to President Goodluck Jonathan. The 

former accused the latter of incompetence through a barrage of allegations 

among which are: 

❖ Incompetent management of the national economy 

❖ Engendering corruption in oil-sector (the main life-wire of Nigeria 

economy), (The Nation, Dec. 19. 2013). 

 

Consider what President Buhari, Successor to President Jonathan, debated at 

the 67th Foundation Day Ceremony of the University of Ibadan held on 

November 17, 2015. “President Muhammadu Buhari has decried character 

deficit as bane of change agenda of government and the future of the country… 

‘The nation was endowed with talents and leaders who were full of ideas, but 

the implementation of the change agenda was being destroyed due to dearth of 

discipline, doggedness, sound values among Nigerians!’” (p. 10 Nigerian 

Tribune).He even questioned further with a lot of rhetorics among which are: 

❖ Do African economies not require a different paradigm? 

❖ How can we trickle down paradigms work when half of our population are 

extremely poor? 

It is this kind of poverty of good leadership that transforms into other kinds of 

poverty in the social life of a country,_deficiency in all sectors_education, 

health, housing, security, legislature etc. This kind of poverty of language (of 

good leadership that can separate the wheat of reason from the chaff of illogic 

and brazen opportunism) engenders the language of poverty that permeates the 

entire social fabric of the nation, Nigeria still in focus. The two notions- poverty 

and language- are closely connected. Poverty of language results into inability 
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to perform, and non-performance is expressed not only linguistically but 

through signification.  

 

Imagine the following Cartoon 

 
[A Cartoon, showing a pot-bellied leader with a kind of binoculars held to his 

face to search the poor (masses) who failed to see the skeletal poor whom he 

seeks (Where are the poor?)owing to the extra-ordinary protruding belly which 

has covered the poor, implying an unimaginable distance and disparity between 

the leader and the led.]  

By signification we mean all the telltales of woes, educational backwardness, 

insecurity in the manners of extremist terrorism, kidnapping, abduction, 

smuggling, human trafficking, epidemics, vandalism, religious intolerance, 

ethnic rivalry, perennial crises, ritual killings, atrocious corruption, injustice and 

other social misdemeanor. It is no surprise then that the focus of the writers in 

developing countries in this contemporary time has been on these related 

contexts. Poverty, therefore, is the context expressed in discourse and ‘discourse 
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is performed in a particular context; but in a second language situation, 

(Gumpez 1992; Levinson 2003; Thibault 2003) with most African writers 

writing in a language other than their mother tongue, it is not all the contexts 

that the English Language, French or Arabic can adequately capture, hence the 

poverty of language in that direction as typified in lyrics, pynaegerics, 

encomiums and other forms of translation that are culture-induced. The theory 

of translation, of course, alludes to the fact that in some instances the second 

language usually fails in the area of ‘the semantics of discourse’ (Martin and 

Rose 2003:3) with respect to representation of our local experience. 

In the wake of ruminating over what poverty actually means, it is discernible to 

ask what the cause of this heinous concept is. Corruption is the answer, or any 

form of exploitation by whatever name, that sends the masses on the voyage of 

abysmal penury. In history, the victory of the 1917 Revolution was a point of 

reference. 

The Victory of the 1917 Great October Socialist Revolution, 

which once and for all did away with the domination of the 

exploiter classes in Russia, initiated a chain reaction of the 

liberation movement throughout the world. All the forces of 

reaction and oppression, both internal and international, were 

up in arms against revolutionary Russia, the living example of 

a victorious working people’s struggle capitalist servitude, 

(Chertkov,1972). 

 

Universality of poverty 

There is a basic agreement on the material aspect of poverty such as lack of 

food, clean water, and sanitation, but disagreement on the importance of non-

material aspects. It is argued further that most governments, international 

organizations, citizens in the West and many elsewhere adhere to the orthodox 

conception of poverty, referring to a situation when people do not have money 

to buy adequate food or satisfy other basic needs, and are often classified as un-

or under-employed. Poverty has widely been regarded as characterizing the 

Third World, and has a gender face. This brought about an approach whereby it 

is seen as incumbent upon the developed countries to help the Third World 

eradicate ‘poverty’, and increasingly to address female poverty. Alternative 

views of poverty exist in other cultures where the emphasis is not simply on 

money, but on spiritual values, community ties, and availability of common 
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resources. Probably, Western society’s view of poverty with emphasis on 

monetary values led to the creation of ‘a system of production that ravishes 

nature and a society that mutilates man’ (Schumacher 1973, cited in Baylis et. 

al. 2008).   

 

Depicting the Language of Poverty through the Literary Genre     

The selected fiction discussed below, whether novel, drama or poetry, spotlights 

an aspect of human existentiality and experience-poverty-so that the readers 

grow steadily a little in their understanding of life and human nature with the 

aim of imbibing the didactic essence of literature.Though ‘fiction’, the language 

of literature tags it ‘Stories that are not true-to-life’, it is nonetheless a mirror of 

the truth about life, giving credence to the truism that no artist writes in vacuum. 

Wole Soyinka’s “Abiku” is a true reflection of a phenomenon in the culture of 

the people (Yoruba) he belongs to; William Shakespeare’s source of prowess 

lies in the history of his English people. For Ernest Hemingway (1899), an 

American, whose formal education ended with high school, reflecting in his 

admired style marked by the simple diction and sentence pattern of everyday 

speech, ‘his experience as an ambulance driver with an Italian combat until  

World war I provided the background for his first great success, the novel, 

Farewell to Arms (1929). His participation in the Spanish Civil War resulted in 

his writing For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940) while his later life in Cuba provided 

the platform for writing The Old Man and the Sea, and his love for sports and 

hunting reflected in his only non-fiction book: The Green Hills of Africa. So it 

is for others like George Orwell who satirizes the revolution of his time, though 

in form of fable in Animal Farm.The foremost African Writer, Chinua Achebe 

has Things Fall Apart to his credit, a novel that mirrors a revolution in the 

culture of the Igbo people as well as a depiction of poverty in the Character of 

Okonkwo’s father (Obierika) who is noted for indebtedness. 

The word, ‘poverty’ is an indispensable lexis in the dictionary of the common 

folk as depicted in the poem, “The pauper” by Richard Ntiru. The indispensable 

African States become ironical as the ordinary people become pauperized. A 

few lines of the poem, “The Pauper” exemplify this; especially the last of the 

six quintains. 

Pauper, pauper, crouching in the beautiful verandas of beautiful cities and 

beautiful people,  

Tourists and I will take your Snap shorts; 
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And your MP with a shining head and triple chin  

Will mourn your fate in a supplementary question at Question 

Time. Presenting another poser of the pitiable condition of the 

poor as orchestrated by the rulers is Syl. Cheney Cokers’s 

“Ambassadors of Poverty”.  

 

The opening stanza below foregrounds expectation in the whole 

poem: 

Ambassadors of poverty are the corrupt masters of the 

economy with their head at home Patriots in reverse order 

determined merchants of loot who boost the economy of the 

colonial order to impoverish brothers and sisters at home.  

 

The poem “Silence” From Songs and Satires by Edgar Lee Masters read in part: 

Of what use is Language?    - 9 

  A beast of the field moans a few times   

  When death takes its young: 

  And we are voiceless in the presence of realities –  

  We cannot speak     -13 

                        There is the silence of Lincoln   -53 

  Thinking of the poverty of his youth    

And the silence of Napoleon     

After Waterloo     -56 

                        And there is the silence of ages   -60 

Two full of wisdom for the tongue to utter it    

In words intelligible to those who have not lived   

The great range of life. (pp. 272-274)   -63 

  

The selected lines of “Silence” is a portrayal of circumstances that can make an 

individual to be short of words. From feministic perspective,  Sofola’s Wedlock 

of the Gods avers that that springboard to the ordeal of the masses is poverty as 

the tragedy that befalls  Ogwoma,  the widow, who had been forced by her 

parents to marry Adigwu she hated in place  of her heart’s desire ( Uloko) 

because the family needed money  from her bridewealth to cure their son who 

was very sick. Ogwoma would not have married to someone she loathed in the 

first place if not that Uloko hailed from   an impoverished family. 
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Literary artists are not only the people in the vanguard of 

advocacy and discourse of poverty/discourse about poverty 

as exemplified through the selected genre of prose, poetry and 

drama above. . Opinion writers through the linguistic 

instrumentality of the inner mind via the daily prints occupy 

designated columns of different newspapers as well. For the 

purpose of this article, two Nigerian dailies will suffice. 

 

Voicing out his opinion, Uguru Uchechukwu Okanagba ( a lawyer living in 

Ibadan) writes on,  

“Of Government and social responsibility to the poor”, and 

concludes that:    

“Over the years, young Nigerians, particularly children, have 

been subjected to hawking and begging in major cities across 

the country, like Lagos, Abuja, Port-Harcourt, among others 

on the streets due to the untold hardship and life challenging 

situations they find themselves in”. (p.15) Tuesday, 12 July, 

2016. Nigerian Tribune. 

Similarly, Facebook Guardian Nigeria; under the Headline 

“Transforming jobs to end poverty” has this to say: 

 “It is estimated that, in 2012, over 300 million people in 

developed countries were living in poverty. (Defined in 

relative terms on the basis of incomes, representing less than 

60 percent of the median income) culled from ILO website”. 

(p.41) 

(Tuesday, July 12, 2016.The Guardian) 

 

Conclusion 

A state of utopian is not realistic, yet an improved leverage is achievable, all 

else being equal if we are determined to exterminate the scourge of poverty in 

all its ramifications. The part of the world called the Third World Countries, 

especially Africa, can quickly actualize the extinction of the language of 

poverty if all the pragmatic policies of governance are fully implemented. This 

however calls for a new orientation, a complete revolution of leadership 

idiosyncracies of selfishness, unpatriotism, nepotism, sit tight syndrome and 

consciencelessness. The dictate of all the 8 – MDGs sum it up. The kind of 
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revolution envisaged does not preclude the followership. In fact the spirit of 

Malala should be globally inhibited. This was a teenage – girl (Malala 

Yousafzai: the bravest girl in the world) that was shot in the head by a Taliban 

(terrorist) for going to school. Having miraculously survived the predicament, 

her altruistic disposition remained unwavering even when she was given 

audience at the New York City on, ‘The early show’ to speak her mind. Read 

what she said: 

 I started thinking about that, and I used to think that the Talib 

would come and he would just kill me. But then I said, “ If he 

comes, what would you do Malala? ” Then I replied to myself,  

‘ Malala, just take a shoe and  hit him.’ But then I said,  ‘ If you 

hit a Talib with your shoe, then there would be no difference 

between you and the Talib. You must not treat others with cruelty 

and that much harshly, you must fight others but through peace 

and through dialogue and through education.’ Then I said I will 

tell him how important education is and that ‘ I even want 

education for your children as well’ And I will tell him, ‘ That’s 

what I want to tell you, now do what you want.’ 

This extraordinary heroism informed UN special Envoy for Global Education, 

Gordon Brown to launch UN petition demanding that all children worldwide be 

in school by the end of 2015. Goal 2 of the MDGs is ‘Achieve universal primary 

education’. In Nigeria, the most populous black nation in the world, how far 

have we gone in this respect? The point is that it is not too late to have a 

‘Malalized’ disposition, it is the only way to exterminate the all-pervading 

language of poverty in our social fabrics, and by implication, the poverty of 

language would sooner than envisaged fizzle away like ripples, only to be 

visualized at the corner piece of contact linguistics. By then, the gory images of 

the language of poverty being reiterated as the thematic preoccupation of 

African writers would have started the journey to the deep ocean of no return. 

 

Recommendations 

The reality of discourse of poverty and discourse about poverty with respect to 

the developing nations of Africa came to the fore in Rwanda in July,2016 when 

the Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari represented by his Vice, Prof. Yemi 

Osinbajo declared that:  
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110 Million Nigerians are poor, says Osinbajo          

(Sunday Punch July 17, 2016 p.4) 

The Nigerian leaders have seen the need to call others to tackle poverty in the 

continent headlong. In view of this clarion call, this paper recommends that 

other African leaders should be more pragmatic in the pursuance of this goal. 

The World Bank too should intensify its efforts and policies towards eradication 

of poverty while the First World countries should be more proactive in the 

realization of MDGs/SDGs. Developing countries with sit-tight syndrome on 

the part of their leaders like it happened in Equitoria Guinea should jettison such 

an idea while the notion of Immunity Clause in the constitution of a country like 

Nigeria should be abrogated. Full democratization of all political machinery 

should be put in place. NGOs like Transparency International and others with 

similar missions should guard their loins with a view to ensuring an egalitarian 

global community where peace. security, education and food for all, sound 

health policy and love for all shall be the watchwords. 
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