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Abstract  

The survival of a 

nation’s heritage 

materials depends on  

large extent of  the 

effectiveness and its 

preservation 

programme. An  

Heritage institutions 

such as  museum, have  

their core activities on 

the preservation base 

on their collections.  

Efforts to preserve 
resources on cultural 
heritage have gained 
new momentum 
throughout the world 
nowadays. Protecting 
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Introduction  
There are today a 

great number of 

museums in the 

world. Their 

collections, 

representing the 

cultural history of 

mankind from the 

archaeology, science, 

technology and other 

subjects. Various 

types of material – 

stone, metal, clay, 

wood, paper, ivory 

and so on – objects 

now in the custody of 

museums have 

different shapes and 

forms but one thing is 

common to them all – 

the materials of which 

they are made decay 

and deteriorate, 

however slowly, with 

the passage of time. 

This deterioration is 

due to natural factors 

as well as to 

vandalism, negligence 

and lack of proper 

care. 
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cultural heritage is 
economical as well as 
historical and also a 
cultural process. While 
cultural heritage 
preservation has not 
yet become firmly 
rooted in the Nigerian 
consciousness as 
football and politics . 
This research work 
focuses on the 
preservation of 
monument and 
historical building in 
Nigeria which Esie 
museum in kwara 
state is focus on. To 
accomplish the 

research, 45 
questionnaire were 
administer to workers 
in the museum from 
different departments 
and some oral 
interview were 
conducted bases on 
observation in the 
museum. However, the 
preservation of these 
heritage buildings in 
the premises  have 
some certain problems  
of preservation facing 
from its inception 
according to the field 
studies and  the 
analysis derived from 

the field study which  
are:  funding, 
renovation, and poor 
condition of the 
environment. The 
recommendation to 
the problems is that 
the government 
should assist in 
founding so as to get 
modern facilities to the 
premises of the 
museum, and  their 
should be good 
strategy in 
management and 
maintenance of the 
buildings..

 
reservation of heritage materials constitutes a big challenge to 
heritage institutions in Africa. The challenge of heritage preservation 
in the tropics seems to be overwhelming due to a number of factors 

which include the harsh tropical environment, absence of a preservation 
policy and general lack of preservation awareness and appreciation of the 
importance and sensitivity of heritage materials.  
The strategic role of preservation to the survival of and long term access to 
heritage materials cannot be over-emphasized. It not only prevents or 
delay deterioration but also ensures access. “Without preservation”, 
according to Drijfhout (2001), “access becomes impossible and collections 
will decay and disintegrate”. The greatest obstacle to access is 
deterioration or loss of collection.  
National heritage institutions like the National Museums, National Library 
and the National Archives are in the forefront in the preservation of 
heritage materials in Nigeria. By virtue of their mandate, these institutions 
acquire, organize and make heritage collections available to the patrons 
whose interest they are set up to serve. The collections or holdings of the 
institutions defer in significant respect just as their core missions and 
responsibilities are by no means the same. There is also a remarkable 
difference in the way they organize and facilitate access to their collections. 
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National Library collections essentially comprise published materials in 
printed or electronic form.  
The National Archives’ core responsibility is the preservation of public 
records, whether on paper or any other medium. The National Museums is 
responsible for collecting, preserving and exhibiting artifacts about the 
nation’s history and culture. Essentially, it is established to coordinate the 
collection and preservation of movable and non-movable cultural heritage 
including historical sites and monuments. These institutions differ in their 
approaches to acquisition, documentation, processing and facilitating 
access due largely to the nature of the materials collected and the practices 
of their professions. Librarians, archivists and museum curators adhere to 
their own professional philosophy, practices, standards and ethics. 
Libraries provide a catalogue to their collections and this is ultimately 
aimed at making the entire collections accessible and available for 
reference or loan in accordance with their missions and mandates. 
Archives prepare and provide finding aids which facilitate access to their 
holdings, thus making archival description a core function in the archives. 
The materials are, generally, for consultation and not for loan. Museums 
play a similar role in this respect in that they make their collections 
available for viewing only through exhibition and display. Despite the 
divergence, there is a point of convergence for heritage institutions in 
Nigeria. 
 
STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 
There are many problems facing the preservation of museum in the world; 
Nigeria’s museums are not left out and these can be corrected to improve 
the rich heritage preservation of the nation. 
It has been said that museums and monument buildings are which serves 
as the place for keeping and safe-guarding the heritage of the nation. Some 
of the problems that affect the smooth functioning of museums are: 

i. Problem of maintaining ideal environmental conditions. 
ii. Problem of training of staff  
iii. Problems of Digital Storage 
iv. Problems of preserving the heritage objects in the museum. 

Museums deal with tangible assets (objects).  What happens when the 
asset, be it a picture, a video, some kind of digital art form or some heritage 
materials is presented to the museum? 
Are the original documents the digital files or the documents that they are 
printed out on?  Is the picture the file or the printed image?  How do you 
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store these things and on what platform, so that 50, 100, 200 years from 
now they will be available to historians and audiences? 
Museums aren't the only ones facing these questions.  Archives and 
libraries, government and business also are wrestling with these 
issues.  But Museums are unique because the traditional idea of what a 
museum artifact is has to adapt to this change. All the above led to 
examining the problem of preservation of historic buildings most 
especially  Esie Museum building in Kwara State, Nigeria. 
 
Research Question 
i. What are the types of historical building in the study area 
ii. What are the procedures involved in the preservation of the 

museum and its building 
iii. What are the problems involved in the preservation of the museum 

buildings; 
 
AIM AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUD 
The aim of this study is to examining the problems associated with 
preservation of monuments and historic buildings. 
 The objectives are: 

1) To identify the types of historical buildings within the case study; 
2) To examine the procedures involved in the preservation of the 

museum and its building; 
3) To assess the problems involved in the preservation of the museum 

buildings; 
National Museum Esie, the Oldest Museum in Nigeria 

http://api.ning.com/files/mOXSBPPrT3G5Sr9jOPAU5BpfjNABHKzMxEVP5USXb4n5ZkWioKHEYihkMWxFjrGFSxesenovdkt-vCE3o859ZcHGRbG*qM8z/P3090077.JPG
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
In carryout a research work, it is essential as well as paramount to adopt 
certain method or strategies and techniques in order to achieve what the 
research was set out for.  From the worker in different  department of the 
national museum Esie, 45 Copies of questionnaires were administered to 
the staffs working in Esie Museum and 30 are retrieved. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
The establishment of museum is significant in ay developing nation like Nigeria 
where historical record provides a link between the past, the present and the 
future. 
The importance attached to ay museum object derives its value in cultural and 
historical context which may span over areas such as religion, education, politics, 
economy and warfare. It is most unfortunate however, that many Nigerians to 
date have not yet realized the importance of museums to the society. 
To such people, museums are associated with artifacts and monuments, which 
are regarded as old and useless objects meant for incineration. 
This type of impression attached to museums has such affect that most of the 
objects which would have been very useful in the general enlightenment and 
education of the public suffer from deterioration. 
The origin is something which the early philosophers like Plato, Aristotle and 
Honer had tried through various approaches to trace. However, an ordinary 
meaning of the word “knowledge” is “understanding” “familiarity” gained by 
experience”.  
A museum is defined as a temple, home, resort of the learned, an institution or 
repository for the collection, exhibition and study of objects of artistic, historic, 
scientific and educational interest. 
“It is an institution established to encourage the preservation and discovery of, 
as far as possible, the deterioration and loss of objects treasured by the society. 
Museum originated with man’s interest in collecting, accumulating precious, 
beautiful and curious objects.  The oldest of such collections were privately 
financed, made by the wealthy or by the church. (Thomson, 2005). 
To take no cognizance of this is to black out the past and there is no known society 
that delights in doing so. It is in this context that the establishment of National 
Museum of colonial history Aba finds its justification. 
 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF MUSEUMS IN NIGERIA 
The history of museums in Nigeria pre-dates Arab and European times. 
During these periods, various cultural materials of rival, religious and 
political importance were fashioned, conserved and preserved in temples 
or traditional shrines and the palaces of kings and chiefs. Apart from 
housing such cultural materials like ivory, bronze and carved wooden 
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objects, these institutions (temples, shrines and palaces) were preserved 
as monuments in their own right. (Williams, 2007). 
In Igbo land, for instance, a head of the household was  in charge of his 
family’s temple. In such temple cultural materials like iron or bronze 
amulets, wooden statue (Ikenga) or images of deities were kept. The head 
of  the household or (in some cases) priests took care of ritual objects like 
iron gongs, ivory trumpets, drums as well stone or clay images of deities 
are kept in the shrines. (Donal, 1994).  
However, the development of modern museums began during the colonial 
period. In 1927, Mr. Kenneth Murray, an art teacher in the British colonial 
service was appointed to advise the Government “on the effect of the 
colonial education system on local arts” (Nzewunwa 1984:101). While 
performing the assignment Murray made a personal collection of several 
Nigerian art forms. Later he advised the government on the establishment 
of museums and the proclamation relevant laws to prevent the illegal 
exportation of Nigerian works art (Murray 1966:32). 
The Nigerian antiquities service was established on July 28th 1943 in 
response to appeals by concerned Europeans like Murray and Duck work, 
on education officer. In 1946, Mr. J.H. Bravnholtz a keeper in the 
department of Ethnography of the British museum was sent to Lagos by 
the colonial office to advise the British Government on the preservations of 
Nigerian cultural resources. In 1947, Mr. B.E. Faggs, a trained archaeologist 
was appointed government archaeologist and assistant surveyor of 
antiquities. Mr. Fagg carried out much archaeological work in Jos Plateau 
and helped in the establishment of the Jos museum in 1952 in which most 
of the archaeological materials have been preserved to this day. (Bernard 
Fagg, 2009). 
 
ISSUES OF CONSERVATION, MAINTENANCE AND COLLECTIONS CARE 
FOR MUSEUMS 
In historic house museums, museums housed within historic structures, 
and those with extensive outdoor art collections integrated into the 
buildings and grounds, the normal divisions between collections and 
facilities break down. Maintaining ideal environmental conditions from a 
collections standpoint may run counter to the preservation of the buildings 
and neither may be best from a visitor’s perspective. Housekeeping, 
building maintenance and conservation activities frequently overlap. 
Restoration and construction plans have to negotiate a thicket of often 
contradictory demands of historic preservation, collections care and the 
visitor’s experience. 
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The presenters at the planned roundtable are curators, architects, and 
conservators. By reviewing the implementation of widely accepted goals, 
theoretical and technical applications, and case histories, they will focus on 
ways to integrate conservation means, methods and values into building 
construction, restoration and maintenance. The focus will be on the special 
needs of historic houses and museums with extensive art work built into 
the structures and grounds.  
Digital Storage is a huge long term problem museums are facing. Not only 
are museums facing the challenge of storing the massive amount of 
information they generate internally, long term and across systems that 
are becoming obsolete, or have the potential to degrade.  They also have to 
contend with digital content incoming donations of digital material and 
digital art.   
Museums deal in tangible assets...objects.  What happens when the asset, 
be it a picture, a video, or some kind of digital art form is presented to the 
museum? 
Are the original documents the digital files or the documents that they are 
printed out on?  Is the picture the file or the printed image?  How do you 
store these things and on what platform, so that 50, 100, 200 years from 
now they will be available to historians and audiences? 
Museums aren't the only ones facing these questions.  Archives and 
libraries, government and business also are wrestling with these 
issues.  But Museums are unique because the traditional idea of what a 
museum artifact is, has to adapt to this change. UNESCO, 2006 (United 
Nitrous Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization). 
 
IMPORTANCE OF THE MUSEUM ENVIRONMENT 
One goal of every museum is to make objects accessible to the public, to 
researchers, and to other institutions. A second goal is to ensure the long-
term safety and preservation of the collections. Objects need one set of 
conditions while people may need another. Achieving both seems 
impossible. Managing the museum environment can be difficult since it 
requires expertise and time. It also requires the efforts of all your staff, as 
well as the cooperation of the public. But a controlled environment can be 
achieved, even by small institutions with limited resources. 
 
PROBLEM FACED IN MUSEUM 
Digital Storage is a huge long term problem museums are facing. Not only 
are museums facing the challenge of storing the massive amount of 
information they generate internally, long term and across systems that 
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are becoming obsolete, or have the potential to degrade.  They also have to 
contend with digital content incoming donations of digital material and 
digital art.   
Museums deal in tangible assets...objects.  What happens when the asset, 
be it a picture, a video, or some kind of digital art form is presented to the 
museum? 
Are the original documents the digital files or the documents that they are 
printed out on?  Is the picture the file or the printed image?  How do you 
store these things and on what platform, so that 50, 100, 200 years from 
now they will be available to historians and audiences? 
Museums aren't the only ones facing these questions.  Archives and 
libraries, government and business also are wrestling with these 
issues.  But Museums are unique because the traditional idea of what a 
museum artifact is, has to adapt to this change. (Steven, A. 2006). 
 
 QUESTIONNAIRE ADMINISTERED. 
RESPOND FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE (%) 
Questionnaire Returned 30 66.6 
Questionnaire not Returned 15 33.3 
Questionnaire Administered 45 100 

Source: Field survey, (2020) 
 

 
The above data shows the number if questionnaire distributed and the 
total number of questionnaire not returned. The data indicated 30 
questionnaires were returned fully completed and responded while 10 
questionnaires were not returned based on the conduct of this research. 

frequency

Questionnaire Return

QUEstionnaire Not Return



 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ENV. DESIGN & CONST. MGT. 

(VOL. 13 NO.4) DECEMBER, 2020 EDITIONS 

 
  
 
 

178 

CONDITION OF THE BUILDINGS 
Building 
Component 

Very 
Good 

Good Fair Poor Very 
Poor 

Remark 

Door 
condition 

1 2 18 8 1 30 

Floor 
condition 

2 6 15 6 1 30 

Window 
condition 

3 3 5 15 4 30 

Wall 
condition 

- 5 24 1 1 30 

Ceiling 
condition 

- 2 10 14 4 30 

Roof 
condition 

1 5 14 8 2 30 

Source: Field survey, (2020) 
 

      
 
MAINTENANCE STRATEGY  
Building Maintenance Frequency Percentage 
Preventive Maintenance 5 16.7% 
Corrective Maintenance 12 40% 
Routine Maintenance 3 10% 
Planning Maintenance 10 33.3% 
TOTAL 30 100 

Source: Field survey, (2020) 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
The researcher present the summary of findings based on the research 
question that guides the study. 
1) Its findings  made us to know that the structural condition of the 

building component  is averagely okay, according  
2)  It indicate that the historical element the building are abandon were it 

was been kept right from the onset    
3) Historical element are much compare to building provided so the spare 

acquired are little. 
4) The findings illustrate that renovation is often carry out in five years on 

the building according to request from government. 
5) The findings shows the type of maintenance adopted for the museum 

and buildings management which corrective maintenance is been 
agreed on based on the respondent which mean the repairing of the 
building materials. 

6) From the findings of the study, according to the researcher work, it was 
discovered that the period to rectify the faulty reported is take  them to 
six month, which make the building to dezenment before repairs. 

7) Based on the finding, it explain that the rating of preservation of 
monument and historic building is fairly okay. 

 
CONCLUSION 
Preventions an adage say is better than cure. The fact remains that the cost 
of preserving and conservation or protecting these invaluable traditional 
values monument building cannot be up to the cost of tracking down those 
ones that have already found their ways to others continent to totally got 
damaged or seriously manhandled. In this paper, a brief attempt has been 

Frequnce

Preventive Mantenance

Corrective Maintenance

Routine Maintenance

Planning Maintenance
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made in preservation of the cultural heritage in the cultural value and it 
building were it is kept. 
The preservation of  monument and historic building in Nigeria describe as 
not profit marking ventures  which require government assisting for the 
management and maintenance of the historical element and the building . 
The conclusion reached is that appropriate steps have not been taken and 
appreciable efforts have not been made to really conserve and preserved 
the invaluable traditional artifacts  by ways of salvaging and keeping them 
in place to be able to continue to tell the traditional stories in the state or 
country. The building  have vital roles to play in sense of provision of 
modern building and good preservation of the building and it historical 
element .  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
In view of the foregoing, it is recommended that: 

1) Modern building and archives should be built in places with 24-
hours security surveillance using new technologies to keep watch 
over the traditional artifacts.  

2) Fire-fighting equipment, as part of the security measures should be 
procured for the monument and historical building which should 
include extinguishers, hose reels, sprinkles, alarm bell and smokes. 

3) Technical librarians and archivist who are experienced in the 
modern method of preservation and conservation of the historical 
element. 

4) Government should made monthly financial support apart from 
their salary.  

5) Finally, there should be re-orientation about traditional 
consciousness. This will help to send signals to members of the 
Yoruba nation that their traditional artifact are sacred and germane 
to knowing and to tell their traditional histories to the next 
generation. 
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