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Abstract 
Some Islamic scholars have argued that if prayer is the first function of a 

mosque, then the second main function is teaching people affairs of their 

religion and guiding them towards obeying their Lord and following their 

prophet. And within the means of bringing out or exhibiting these 

instruments is Friday khutbah . In another words, one of the most important 

objectives of Friday sermon is that it serves in guiding people in matters of 

their religion and teaches them how to obey their creator Allah and follow 

the footsteps of their prophet. Allah has prescribed khutbah for the purpose 

of informing people what He has ordained upon them regarding 

commandments and prohibitions. It also includes guiding them towards 

moral ethics and praise worthy features and warning them against what is 

contrary to this. The methodology of the study is an analytical survey  

through the review of related primary and secondary literatures. By a 

review of some sampled Friday sermons that were delivered in the mosque 

on social issues, the paper examined the messages they contained and it 

reveals that they reflect on the prime objective of the sermon which is 

preaching that contains admonitions and warnings. Since Islam is a perfect 

religion, it therefore contains provision that guides completely the life of its 

followers in all areas of human Endeavour. The sermons are observed to 

have made the mosque to a centre of religious learning, moral training, and 

reorientation.   
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Introduction 
Friday has been accorded the most 

amounts of merits as opposed to other 

days. As such, a special prayer was 

ordered for this day. Allah the 

Almighty says  

‘Oh you who believe (Muslims) when 

the call is proclaimed for the Salat 

(prayer) on Friday come to the 

remembrance of Allah (Jumu’a 

Khutbah and prayer) and leave off 

business (and everything).That is 

better for you if you did know’Q62:9 

There is always a big reward and 

wisdom in congregational (jama'a) 

prayer. . Because of that, sharia 

specified such a day in the week in 

which the people of all the different 

residential areas and villages can get 

together and fulfill this act of worship 

(Thanvi 2010). 

Among the components of every 

Friday prayer is Khutbah 

(Sermon).The above verse of the 

Qur’an has made it compulsory for 

Muslims to go for the remembrance of 

Allah which is interpreted by some 

scholars as the Jumu’a Khutbah. The 

attendance should not be compulsory 

except for something that is also 

compulsory. Hence Khutbah is one of 

the necessary components of Friday 

prayer (Ismail 1997). 

Imam Muslim also reported a hadith 

from Jabir (R.A) that the prophet 

(S.A.W) presents sermon while 

standing, then sits, then stands (again) 

and present another sermon (Asqalani 

1999). 

Sermon is the English word for 

Khutbah (Ba`albaki 2004). It is a 

religious talk delivered by the Imam 

of each Juma’a mosque to the 

gathering of worshipers on various 

religious subjects before the 

commencement of the prayer. It 

normally contains Allah's gratitude 

and praises, testimony of His oneness, 

the prophet hood of Muhammad s.a.w, 

salutations to him, admonitions, 

advice, and recitations from the 

Qur'an, and du'a [supplication] for the 

Muslims (Thanvi 2010). 

Ningi Juma’a mosque is one of such 

mosques where Khutbah is being 

delivered every Friday. Ningi is a 

town, a local government area and an 

Emirate in Bauchi state. The 

overwhelming majority of its people 

are Muslims. The thinking and 

behaviors of its people are greatly 

influenced by Islam. 
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The method of sermon delivery in the mosque includes among other things, the 

act of changing topics of the sermon almost every week so as to cover all 

contemporary raising issues. There is also the practice of translating and or 

explaining the content of the sermon from Arabic to Hausa for the 

comprehension of the audience. 

This paper attempted a little review on some of the sampled sermons in the 

mosque that deal with social issues especially such practices that involve 

immorality or vices with a view to see how the message of its contents is 

addressing such problems   and its immediate benefits. One of the objectives of 

this paper is to examine the messages contained in these sermons, their 

importance, relevance and effect on the targeted people, i.e. the sermon`s role 

in transforming the central mosque to its present state (school or centre of 

learning).  

     The paramount purpose of Khutbah is to preach to the people for their 

spiritual and temporal improvement. By this, the people can achieve more for 

themselves and their community. 

The Imam, according to the hadith of the prophet(s.a.w)is suppose to be the 

most knowledgeable of his people (al Tirmidhy 1975).Therefore, in the course 

of performing his major role of guidance, has to take into cognizance the level, 

difference, nature and prevailing behavior of his people. The time and 

circumstances of a particular place also has to be taken into consideration. 

Through the present study, the Imams can be encourage to select the most 

relevant and important topics and adopt improve ways or methods of satisfying 

the needs of their people through Khutbah. This is important because the 

competence of an Imam in guiding his people includes the right manner or 

attitude towards his people, and the proper approach and method employed. 

Where special attention is not given, the audience may end up losing its benefits 

or effect. 

From the records available to us, study of this nature, with particular reference 

to Ningi central mosque or its environment, is very limited. Therefore, the 

outcome of the present study will serve as an eye opener to other researchers 

that may wish to undertake further studies in the same field. It will equally 

motivate further research with a view to presenting a more comprehensive 

study. In other words, the study will provide an opportunity and clue as to how 

it could be better carried out in future works. 
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The contents of some of these sermons will also be examined to ascertain its 

relevance and importance to the people. However, as a small qualitative piece 

of study, it is difficult if not impossible to go through all the sermons delivered 

in the mosque. It is not even the aim of this study. As such, few sermons were 

analyzed through the use of sampling. The study uses primary and secondary 

sources of information. 

Ten selected sermons on divergent topics, written at a different time and in 

different length, are collected and summarized. The basic messages contained 

in the sermons are summarized and rendered into English. This is with the view 

to examine the messages they contain. The sampled sermons cover different 

important topics which are very relevant to the socio religious life of the 

Muslims. 

 

SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS OF SOME SELECTED SERMONS.  

Below is a summary of the content of ten (10) selected sermons that were 

delivered in the central mosque. They were selected from the period of 

November 2019 to May 2020. They are all from the original and personal copies 

of the Imam. They are selected in such a way that they reflect on divergent 

topics and issues. The sermons maintained a consistent style of quoting from 

the verses of the Qur`an and ahadith of the prophet (s.a.w) which significantly 

adds more credit to its contents. The writer has been cautious to support his 

sayings from legitimate sources as the khutbah are not meant to create new ideas 

or teachings. It is also not meant to settle or stir up controversies, as such, no 

attention is given to citations or referencing with regards to the quoted 

authorities. All the sermons are written in a clear and simple Arabic. From what 

is apparent, the writer`s motive for the sermons is to serve the purpose for which 

they were written which is preaching.          

 

Backbiting. 

It is dated 22/11/2019 and starts with Allah`s praises and seeking of blessings 

to the prophet (s.a.w). As an introduction, it states that Allah has created the 

tongue for zikr (Allah`s remembrance) and other lawful talks. It defines Giba 

as talking about a believer on what is true of him but which he will not like upon 

hearing. Reference is made to Q49:12 and a hadith of the prophet in which he 

define Giba as to talk of your brother (Muslim) on that which he dislike. Some 

other ahadith are cited to pose a warning against this prohibited act. The second 
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part of the khutbah explains that even listening to Giba is equally prohibited 

and cites Q6:68 as a basis of this argument. But the sermon adds that to talk of 

an evil doer and inform people of his evil so that they will be safe from his evil 

actions is exempted from Giba. The same is the one who exposes his offence to 

the people, and also complain of a victim of injustice i.e. the oppressed.  

 

Homosexuality (liwat). 

The sermon is dated 6/12/2019. It starts like the others with gratitude and 

salutations. It states that the Almighty has created everything in pairs (male and 

female) and that reproduction should be through that process. That Allah has 

not made any prohibited act like liwat as a means of getting wealth. This is 

obviously, in a reply to the believe that some people engage into this act for 

wealth accumulations. Many verses of the Qur`an were cited to condemn the 

act and shows what befallen the previous nation that engaged in it. In the second 

part, the hadd punishment of the offence is prescribed as death as it is reported 

from the prophet. 

 

Guardianship to children.  

It dated 17/1/2020. After Allah`s gratitude and prayers of blessing to the 

prophet, it urges people to realize that their children are given to them as trust. 

As such, it is an obligation upon them to guide their children through counseling 

whenever they notice anything bad with them. The story of Luqman (a.s.) as 

narrated in the Qur`an is cited as an exemplary way of guiding children and 

wards. Related story cited also is that of Nuh (a.s.) and his son and a hadith 

which says that ‘all of you are shepherds (guardians) and all of you will be ask 

about his subject`. All these indicate that it is incumbent upon parents to guide 

their children. The second part of the sermon urges the young (children) to as 

an obligation, listen and obey their parents and guardians.Q46:15-18 are cited 

as a basis of all these. It ends with prayers seeking Allah`s help in reforming 

and guiding the children of the Muslims.  

 

Prohibition of usury.  

It is dated 24/01/2020. It opens with praises to Allah who has permitted trading 

and forbidden usury. This has been described as a mercy to the poor and 

blessings to the rich. Verses of the Qur`an are cited to prove the prohibition of 

usury which include Q2:275-279 and Q3:130. The giver of riba, the receiver, 
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the writer and even the witness are all explained to have been cursed by Allah, 

His prophet, the angels, and all other people. The second part of the sermon 

briefly explains the rationale behind the prohibition of usury. 

 

Enjoining what is good and forbidding wrong.   

This khutbah is dated 7/2/2020. The theme of the sermon is depicted at the very 

beginning as it reads ‘Thanks are due to Allah who has made this Ummah the 

best of all other nations because they enjoin what is good`. Q3:104 and 110 are 

cited as basis. It states that a section of the people must engage in enjoining 

good and forbid munkar else they will not remain the best as described in the 

verse. A hadith of the prophet (s.a.w) is cited which ordained every Muslim to 

stop evils with hands (power), tongue (speech), or to detest it in one`s heart as 

the last alternative. Surah Asr is also cited to that effect. The second part of the 

sermon enumerates some merits of engaging in this service which include; 

prevention of befallen torment, to be free of that obligation, the possible 

guidance of others from it and being a cause of receiving blessings over a 

particular town or village. 

 

Rumour mongering.  

It is dated 21/2/2020. After Allah`s praises and prayers of blessing to the 

prophet, the sermon admonishes people to guard their tongues from detested 

utterances, speaking without knowledge of what one is talking about and 

rumours as Allah will hold them responsible and accountable over their 

utterances. The Qur`an says ‘….verily, the hearing, and the sight, and the heart, 

of each of these one will be questioned (by Allah) Q17:36. As such, people are 

warned to deceased from saying this has happen or this does not happen except 

when they are sure of it. And that they should not act on assumption as the 

prophet has ordained his people not to act on assumption. Q49:12 and a number 

of ahadith are cited in relation to that.  

 

Sincerity of intention (Ikhlas).  

It is dated 3/4/2020. In a consistent method of opening, it starts with Allah`s 

gratitude who made sincerity an imperative over his servants and forbidden 

dissemblance (riya). The short khutbah urges people to be sincere in all of their 

religious activities. Qur`anic verses are cited in relation to this which includes 
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Q6:162-163 andQ98:5. Some ahadith are also presented to signify the 

importance of sincerity in all acts of ibadah.  

 

Divorce according to sunnah.  

It is dated 17/04/2020. After the usual opening, it states that Allah has allowed 

for divorce so as to repel harm from either of the two partners in marriage. But 

the divorce has to be within their prescribed periods (iddah) as ordained in 

Q65:1 and the hadith of Ibn Umar in which the prophet (s.a.w) ordered him to 

take back his wife after he divorce her and ordained him to divorce her if he 

likes, only after she observed her menstruation before she is engage in sexual 

intercourse. With this, the sermon divides divorce into Sunnah and Bid`a 

divorce. The Sunnah divorce it adds is to divorce a woman once in her state of 

purity before she is engage into intercourse. The Bid`a divorce on the other hand 

is the reverse of the sunnah divorce. The second part of the khutbah re 

emphasized the criteria for the Sunnah divorce.  

 

Oath. 

This sermon is dated 10/5/2020.after Allah`s gratitude and salutations to the 

prophet, it states that Allah has ordained his servants that when they have to 

swear, they should swear by Allah, His names, or attributes. It cites a hadith in 

which the prophet (s.a.w) said ‘whoever has to swear, he should swear by Allah. 

It also cites a hadith in which the prophet stopped Umar from taking an oath by 

his father.  

The second part explains the category of oaths that require atonement (as 

punishment) i.e. when one says by Allah I will do it or by Allah I will not do it. 

Upon breaking this oath, one has to perform kaffarah. The two that do not 

require atonement are when one swears thinking that it is so and it and it appears 

to be contrary and the one that is accustomed to swear all the time whenever he 

has to speak. The most serious and prohibited according to the sermon is when 

one swears knowing well that it is not true. This do not require kaffarah but 

seeking Allah`s forgiveness.Q2:225 is cited to that. 

 

Prohibition of stealing. 

It is dated 17/5/2020. It starts with praises of Allah who allows all legal means 

of acquiring wealth or property, and prohibits all other ways. It describes 

stealing as an act of taking away money, properties, or valuables that are 
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preserved, and or safeguarded illegally. It describes the offence as one of the 

great sins (al- kabaa`ir). The sermon cites the authority for its prohibition which 

is Q5:38. To condemn stealing, it  relates a Hadith where the Prophet (s.a.w) is 

reported to have curse a thief, and also indicates in another hadith that a thief 

cannot steal while in a state of full faith (mu`umin).  

The second part of the sermon reemphasizes what has been said on the first part 

of it, and states the prescribed punishment for the offence which should serve 

as a deterrent to others.      

 

Conclusion 

The paper seeks to confirm the argument of some Islamic scholars that if prayer 

is the first function of a mosque, then the second main function is teaching the 

believers affairs of their religion and guiding them towards obeying their 

Creator. And within the means of bringing out or exhibiting these instruments 

is Friday khutbah . In another words, one of the most important objectives of 

Friday sermon is that it serves in guiding people in matters of their religion and 

teaches them how to obey their creator Allah and follow the footsteps of their 

prophet.  

Allah has prescribed khutbah for the purpose of informing people what He has 

ordained upon them regarding commandments and prohibitions. It also includes 

guiding them towards moral ethics and praise worthy features and warning them 

against what is contrary to this. Through a review of some sampled Friday 

sermons that were delivered in the central mosque on social issues, the paper 

examined the messages they contained and it reveals that they reflect on the 

prime objective of the sermon which is preaching that contains admonitions and 

warnings. The sermons are observed to have made the mosque to a centre of 

religious learning, moral upbringing and reorientation. 
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