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Abstract 
The paper aims at giving the position of Islam jihad in Islam; it is 

permissible but keeps it within the strict rules and limits. Islam has set down 

certain rules, the most merciful and considerate to people, and required 

Muslims to observe them, such rules go in line with the principles of 

international law in many ways. The principles of international law lack 

divine authority that ensures putting them into practical effect. The Muslims 

rules though they aim at justice and mercy, have the faith of Muslims as an 

authority to ensure them being carried out.  
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Introduction 
The term Jihad often mistranslated as 

“Holy War”, literally jihad means 

“struggle”. While one of its meanings 

is defensive war conducted within the 

limits of justice, in general it refers to 

both the struggle to establish justice in 

the world and the struggle to surrender 

to one’s primordial consciousness, to 

surrender one’s consciousness to God. 

Jihad has a great significance in the 

lives of Muslims. And like any 

language, Arabic has unique words 

which have a particular meaning 

which cannot be translated precisely. 

The best translation known for such a 

word is the following: a sincere and 

noticeable effort (for good); an all true 
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and unselfish striving for spiritual good. 

Jihad as presented in the glorious Qur’an and any of the other scriptures implies 

the striving of spiritual good. This jihad particularly involves change in one’s 

self and mentality. It may concern the sacrifice of material property, social class 

and even emotional comfort solely for the salvation and worship of God alone. 

As a result, one who practices jihad will gain tremendously in the hereafter  

“The hereafter is far better for you than this first (life)” (Q93:4) 

 

In another verse the most high said: 

“Say, “o my people, do your best, and so will i. you will surely 

find out who the ultimate victors are.” Certainly, the wicked will 

never succeed.” (6:135). 

 

The jihad involves noticeable effort for righteousness. This means that the effort 

concentrated in the jihad is a step in the true and ultimate path of Islam 

(submission); the effort imposed on one’s self. Thus jihad is solely individual, 

self centered and self – interested. This effort is only the doing of good for 

salvation and pardon of God. The Qur’an points out in the following verse: 

 “The day will come when each soul wills all the good works it 

had done brought forth. As for the evil works, it will wish that 

they were far, far removed. God alerts you that you shall 

reverence him alone. God is compassionate towards the 

people.” (3:30). 

 

In respect to the above Qur’anic verse, god tells the believers that all acts will 

reflect the soul of their authors. Examples of this jihad would be exceed in the 

sincere act of good deeds (to frequent go to the mosques, worship God alone 

often; to study the scripture in detail, to help the poor and the orphans, to stand 

for people’s right for freedom, be equitable, never bear witness false testimony, 

frequent and stay in good terms with friends and neighbors, etc.) and the 

restraining of the doing of sins (to commit adultery, to steel, to lie, to cheat, to 

insult people, to gossip, etc).  

          

Research Methodology  

The data used in this research was obtained through historical facts, written 

documents such as news papers and magazines and verbal/oral interview with 
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the people in the research area. The data obtained were analyzed using the 

correct teaching of Islam on jihad. 

 

JIHAD AS AN OBLIGATION  

Many accounts in the media define “jihad” as a synonym for “holy war”, vicious 

clash between followers of different religions each of whom believes that God 

is on their side and that the other side is of Satan. This usage often appears on 

western TV, radio, and other media during news about the Middle East, where 

it is used to describe a call for Muslims to fight against non – Muslims in the 

defense of Islam. Some Muslims have begun to adopt this meaning of “jihad” 

as a result of western influence, others use the term as a synonym for a struggle 

of any type. This reflects the origin of the word from the Arabic verb “ jahada” 

which means to struggle or fight. 

 

THE CONVENTIONAL INTERPRETATION OF “JIHAD” 

According to belief net, Al-hajj Talib Abdur-rashid, Imam of the mosque of 

Islamic brotherhood in Harlem, N.Y, defines three levels of jihad,  

 

PERSONAL JIHAD  

This is the most important form. This type of jihad, called the jihadun-nafs, is 

the intimate struggle to purify one’s soul of evil influences both subtle and 

overt. It is the struggle to cleanse one’s spirit of sin. In a brochure, the institute 

of Islamic information & Education describes several different contexts in 

which the Qur’an (the Islamic holy book) and the Hadith (the collected sayings 

of Muhammad SAW) use the word “jihad” to refer to personal struggles:  

1. Putting “Allah ahead of our loved ones, our wealth, our worldly 

ambitions and our own lives.” 

2. Resisting pressure of parents, peers and society; strive against  “the 

rejecters of faith …….”(Qur’an 25:52)  

3. “….strive and struggle to live as true Muslims..” 

4.       “Striving for righteous deeds.” 

5.       “Spreading the message of Islam”. 

“The (true) believers are only those who believe in Allah and 

his messenger and afterward doubt not, but strive with wealth 

and their selves for the cause of Allah. Such are the truthful.” 

(Qur’an, 49:15). 
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VERBAL JIHAD  

To strive for justice through words and non-violent actions Muhammad (SAW) 

encouraged Muslims to demand justice in the name of Allah. When asked: 

“what kind of jihad is better? He replied, a word of truth in front of an 

oppressive ruler……” (Bin Majah). According To the institute of Islamic 

information and education “the life of the prophet Muhammad was full of 

striving to gain the freedom to inform and convey the message of Islam. During 

his stay in Makkah (Mecca) he used non – violent methods and after the 

establishment of his government in Medina (medina) by the permission of 

Allah, he used armed struggle against his enemies whenever he found it 

inevitable.” 

 

PHYSICAL JIHAD 

This relates to the use of physical force in defense of Muslims against 

oppression and transgression by the enemies of Allah, Islam and Muslims. Allah 

commands that Muslims lend peaceful lives and not transgress against anyone. 

If they are persecuted and oppressed, the Qur’an recommends that they migrate 

to a more peaceful and tolentrant land: 

“Lo! Those who believe and those who emigrate (to escape 

persecution) and strive (jihad) in the way of Allah, these have 

hope of Allah mercy.” (Qur’an 2:218). 

 

If relocation is not possible, then Allah also requires Muslims to defend 

themselves against oppression by fighting against those who fight against us. 

The Qur’an states:  

“Permission to fight is given to those (i.e. believers against 

disbelievers), who fighting them (and) because they are 

wronged and verily, Allah is most powerful to give them victory 

(Q: 22:39). 

 

The defensive nature of physical jihad (or jihad with the hand”) is frequently 

lost among many, Muslims, Christians, secularists etc. 

In the book “Muhammad”, authored Karen Armstrong writes “fighting and 

warfare might sometimes be necessary; it was only a minor part of the whole 

jihad or struggle. A well-known tradition (hadith) has Muhammad (SAW) say 

on returning from a battle, we return from the little jihad to the greater jihad; 
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the more difficult and crucial effort to conquer the forces of evil in oneself and 

in one’s own society in all the details of daily life.” With the above explanation 

one can conclude the act of jihad in Islam is an obligation. 

 

QUOTATION  

• The best jihad (struggle) is (by) the one strives against his own-self for 

Allah, the mighty and majestic,” Hadith (sayings of the prophet 

Muhammad). 

• Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, but do not transgress 

limits; for Allah loves not transgressors,” Q2:190. 

 

JUTIFICATION OF JIHAD IN ISLAM 

Islam permits fighting in self defense, in defense of religion, or on the part of 

those who have been expelled forcibly from their homes it lays down strict rules 

of combat that include prohibited against harming civilians and against 

destroying crop, trees and lives stock. 

For Muslims, injustice would be triumphant in the world if good people were 

not prepared to risk their lives in a righteous cause. Christianity also made a 

complete prohibited of war. In gospel of Mathew, Christ says: 

“I tell you: do not resist the wicked and if one slaps you on your right check 

turn to him the other similarly, those in favor of absolute prohibiting of war rely 

on the sword of Christ to peter: “return your sword to its sheath, for all those 

who grab the sword be slain”. The Qur’an declared: “fight in the cause of God 

against those who fight you, but do not transgress limits. 

“………………………..God does not love transgressors.” (Q:2:129) 

In another verse 

“And fight them until persecution is no more and religion is for 

God. But if they desist them let there no hostility against 

wrongdoers “(Q2: 193). 

“if they seek peace then you seek peace and trust in God for he 

is the one that hears and know all things.” (Q8:61) 

 

War is therefore the last resort, and is subject to the rigorous conditions laid 

down by the sacred law of shariah. The often misunderstood and over used term 

“jihad” literally means “struggle” and not “holy war”. Jihad, as an Islamic 
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concept, can be on a personal level inner struggle against evil within one self; 

struggle for decency field, if when necessary. 

 

WHO IS TO BE FOUGHT 

In this regard the following two verses of the glorious Qur’an clearly identify 

who is to be fought:- 

“Fight in the way of God those who fight against you, but do 

not transgress. God does not love the transgress (Qur’an 

2:190). 

 

“Those who fight against you” means actual fighter’s civilians are protected. 

The protected and his successors when they sent an army gave clear instructions 

not to attack civilian’s women, old people; religious people neither engaged in 

their worship nor destroy crops or animals. 

Discrimination and proportionality should be strictly observed 

only the combatant are to be fought, and no more harm should 

be cause to the than they have caused (Qur’an 2:194).  

 

Thus wars and weapons of destruction that destroys civilians and their town is 

rule out by the Qur’an and the ward and deeds of the prophet, these being the 

only binding authority in Islamic law. The prohibition is regularly reinforced 

by, “do not transgress; God does not love the transgressors”. 

Transgress has being interpreted by Qur’an exegetes as meaning, 

“Initiation of fighting” fighting those with whom a treaty has 

been concluded surprising the enemy without first inviting they 

to make peace, destroying crops or killing those who should be 

protected” (Baydawu’s commentary Q2:190)  

 

THE DIVINE PHILOSOPHY OF WAR  

Malik begins by categorizing human beings into three archetypes those who 

fear Allah and profess the faith; those who reject the faith; and those who 

profess, but are treacherous in their hearts. Examples of the prophet and the 

instructions to him by God in his early campaigns should be studied to fully 

understand these three examples in practice. The author highlights the fact that 

the “divine philosophy on war” was revealed gradually over a 12 year period, 
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its earliest guidance focused on Qur’an strategy, the conduct of war, and the 

ethical dimensions of warfare. 

In chapter three, Malik reviews several key thoughts espoused by western 

scholars related to the causes of war. He examines the ideologies of Lenin, 

Geoffrey, Quincy Wright, and Frederick H. Hartman each of whom spoke about 

war in a historical or material context with respect to the nature of the state 

system. Malik finds these explanations wanting and turns to the Qur’an for 

explanation, war could only be waged for the sake of justice, truth, law and 

preservation of human society. The central behind the causes of war (in) Holy 

Qur’an, was the cause of Allah. 

The author recounts the progression of revelations by God to be prophet that 

“granted the muslims the permission to fight………..” intimately, God would 

compel  and command muslims to fight: “fight in the cause of Allah” in his 

analysis of this surah, malik highlights the fact that “ new elements” were added 

to the causes of war: that in order to fight, muslims must be “fought first;” 

muslims are not to “transgress God’s limits” in the conduct of war: and 

everyone should understand that God views: 

“Tumult and oppression of Muslims as worse than slaughter” This oppression 

was exemplified by the denial of muslin’s right to worship at the sacred mosque 

by the early Arab koraish, people of Mecca. Malik describes the situation in 

detail, “the tiny Muslim community in Mecca was the object of the koraish 

tyranny and oppression since the proclamation of Islam. The enemy repression 

reached its zenith when the koraish denied the Muslims access to the sacred 

mosque (the kaaba) to fulfill their religious obligations. This sacrilegious act 

amounted to an open declaration of war upon Islam. These actions eventually 

compel the muslims to migrate to Medina twelve years later, in 622AD…” 

Malik argues that the pagan Qoraish tribe had no reason to prohibit Muslim 

worship, since the Muslims did not impede their form of worship. This 

historical example helps to further define the concept that “tumult and 

oppression is worse than slaughter” and as the Qur’an repeats, “graver is it him, 

to prevent access to the sacred mosque, and drive out its members.” Malik also 

notes the Qur’an distinguishes those who fight “in the cause of Allah and those 

who reject faith and fight in the cause of evil.” In terms of Qur’an just war 

theory, war must be waged “only to fight the forces tyranny and oppression.” 
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THE LEGITIMACY OF JIHAD  

The first issue that we shall consider will relate to the legitimacy of jihad, 

whether or not it is correct for a law of war to exist within the context of religion 

and the text of its command. Protesters say, “No war is evil, and religion must 

always be opposed to evil, so religion must always be opposed to war. It must 

always support peace. And since it intends to support peace, it must not have 

any law about war, and it must never itself go to war.” This is the kind of 

propaganda that Christian carries on; weak and limpid, with no ground to stand 

on. 

War is it always bad? If in defense of a right, against oppression, it still bad 

obviously not. We must regard the condition and motives of war and consider 

for what motive and aim war is fought. There are times when war is aggression. 

When, for example, a group of people or a nation sets its greedy eyes on the 

right of others, on the lands of others, or when it sets its sights on the common 

wealth of the people, or falls prey to over-ambition, to lust for pre-eminence or 

superiority, claiming that: “of all races our race is the most outstanding, superior 

to other race and thus must rule over those races.” Obviously, war for these 

reasons is not correct.  Whether a war is launched to take possession of land, to 

seize ownership of national wealth, or due to contempt of others and of 

sentiment or racial superiority, i.e. “those people are inferior to us who are 

superior, and the superior must govern over the inferior,” it is a war of 

aggression. These types of war are certainly evil, and there can be no doubt 

about it. 

But if a war of defense is undertaken in the face of a aggression other have 

occupied our land, or have cast their eyes on our wealth and property, or on our 

freedom and self-esteem, which they want to deprive us of, and intend to impose 

their rule over us – in these cases, what is religion to say? Is it to say “war is 

absolutely evil, laying hands on a weapon is evil, picking up sword is evil,” and 

that it advocated peace? And we, when facing imminent attack and the risk of 

being destroyed, must we not go to war-if we do not, would it not mean failing 

to defend ourselves on the pretext of peace? This would not be peace, this would 

be surrender. 
 

CONDITIONS FOR ISLAMIC WAR  

The second issue concerns the circumstance in which Islam says we must fight. 

The first verses of the glorious Qur’an that come to us about jihad, in the 

accepted view of all of the commentators, are those from Suratul Hajj. 
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“Truly God defends those who have faith. Truly God loves not 

the treacherous rejecter (kefir). Permission (for warfare) is 

given to those who are attacked and definitely wronged. And 

truly God is capable of helping without justice, for no reason 

except their saying: our Nourishes is God” and if God did not 

prevent people, some with  some (other) then truly cloisters, 

churches, synagogues, and mosques, in which the name of God 

is oft brought to mind, would have destroyed. And will help we 

settle them in the earth, established prayer; pay zakat and 

command to what is recognized prohibit what is rejected. And 

with God is the result of all affairs”. (Q22:38-41)    

 

These are amazing verses. They are first revealed Qur’an verses concerning the 

legislation of jihad. 

 

ISLAM FORBIDD WAR AND CYCLE OF WAR AT ALL COSTS  

In a war, like situation the effort to avert bloodshed and find out ways and means 

to promote negotiated settlement is far more important. The prophet (PBUH) 

always tried all possibilities of negotiated settlement and resorted to war in self 

defense only if all effort to find a negotiated settlement failed. The best example 

of this is what is known in the history of islam as sulh – Hidaibiyah (peace 

agreement made at Hudiabiyah). This is major contribution by the prophet of 

Islam in promoting a negotiated settlement and averting needless bloodshed. He 

even accepted terms, which were not apparently favorable to Muslims. The 

terms of peace appeared to be even humiliating to his senior companions. The 

prophet accepted these terms to avoid human slaughter and in the interest of 

peace. Peace is the real objective and war only a necessary evil in certain 

unavoidable situations. Also it is a wrong assumption that it is duty of the 

Muslims to fight against all non – believers or kefirs (infidels). The Qur’an itself 

mentions about treaties and alliance with non-believers and according to the 

Qur’an and Hadith it is the duty of all to honor treaties and alliances with non – 

believers. The Muslim most respect all such alliances until non – Muslims 

dishonor this. 

 

PROPHET MUHAMMAD (SAW) AS THE PEACE MAKER  

The prophet (many the peace blessing of Allah be upon him) was the peace 

maker of his time he endured torture, hunger and the killing of his loved ones 
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by his enemies but he remained a merciful person. In his 23 years of struggle 

for islam the total number of people who lost their lives from all sides was less 

than 700 in wars that were imposed on him. Islam is a religion of peace and 

tolerance. There is an abundance of Qur’an and historical evidence to show that 

it does not approve of coercion. Throughout the thirteen years of his mission in 

Makkah, the prophet disallowed the use of force by his followers even through 

non-believers presented them. 

 

A FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE MUSLIM AND THE 

JEWS OF MADINAH  

Concerning the Jews of Madinah was also based on the principle of peaceful 

co-existence. A few mouth after the prophet arrived Madinah, he concluded a 

covenant of friendship, alliance, and co-operation between the Muhajirun and 

the Ansar on one side and Jews on the other side. The covenant not only 

recognized the freedom of religion of Jews and assured their security but also 

provided them with complete autonomy bound with certain duties and 

obligations, mutually applicable on both Jews and Muslim; bath every the 

criminal among them. This friendly relationship continued until Abdullah Bin 

salaam prominent Jewish leaders which promoted them to launch apprehensive 

against the Muslim (Muhajiruns) presence in Medina and feared that Islam 

would penetrate their ranks and files. There the Jews began their campaigns to 

attack the Muslim by war of word, aimed at refuting the Qur’an teaching and 

inducing a state of suspicious about and his massage, and later through 

conspiring with the enemies of Islam. 

The first confrontation between Jews and Muslim took place after the battle of 

Badr when some Jews of Banu Qaynuqa violated the right of a Muslim woman 

by forcefully exposing her nakedness the incident developed into fight between 

a Muslim passerby and a Jewish assailant in which the Jewish and the passerby 

were killed.  

Consequently general fighting between the clan of the murdered Muslim and 

banu Qaynuga erupted. When the prophet was informed of the confrontation, 

he sent word to Banu- Qaynuga, responded by ridiculing the prophet’s request 

leaving the Muslim no option but to fight likewise the campaign against Banun 

Nadir was triggered by their misconduct. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION  

There is a misconception that Islam and Muslims are a threat to the world peace. 

But my argument is that all this misunderstanding about Islam and Muslims is 

simply because of lack of proper knowledge about Islam and its followers. As 

far as Muslims are concerned, they should understand this reality that violence 

is not at all a strategy to deal with Muslims’ issues and problems. It is only a 

mistake, a big mistake that Muslims must realize and abandon the path of 

deviation. They should instead follow the path of righteousness, wisdom, 

patience and tolerance. Because, the real weapons of Muslims are their Islamic 

character and their ideology in which they believe and which they want to 

communicate to the entire humanity. Since the Qur’an is a message of peace as 

well as a unique divine book – a source of guidance for the entire humanity, all 

people have an equal right to benefit from this eternal source of wisdom and 

guidance. 

The concepts of peace and war and has been stated out clearly explain by our 

creator in the holy Qur’;an over one thousand four hundred years in the Qur’an. 

The world has not been able to produce jester and more equitable law of Islam 

that were given 1400 years ago.  

On the other hand, it hurts one’s feeling that Muslim are in possession of such 

a splendid and comprehensive system of ethics of war and peace and yet they 

look to guidance to those leaders who could not have dreamed of attaining those 

height of truth and justice. Even more painful than this is the realization that 

throughout the world the rulers who claim to be Muslim have made 

disobedience to their God and the prophet as the basic foundation of their own 

government. In a nutshell Imam Raghib, a Muslim is required to fight against 

three foes  

1. against the visible enemy 

2. against the evil 

3. against his self (Nafs),  

 

Imam bn Rushd in one of his writings maintains that the believer may fulfill this 

struggle (jihad),in four ways  with his heart, by his tongue, by his hands, and by 

the sword. T    he first category implies that a Muslim should  develop his 

sensitivities to the point of excellence, so much so that nothing  which is evil 

should find its way either into his heart or mind. Secondly is the power of 

expression which has a vital role to play in the establishment of a soul and just 
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social order. And free from all kinds of exploitation. Jihad is not and never at 

all an act of aggression for the sake of material interests or a wanton display  of 

national or tribal power but it is sacred duty assigned to every Muslim in the 

interest of humanity so that there should be peace and justice world over. 

Therefore Jihad is something, which is command by God upon the Muslims, 

were punish to wall through this commandment the oppressed and weak are 

rescored from the tyranny of the world. Qur’an said 

 “And what is the matter with you that you do not fight on the 

cause of Allah and for those weak”…… Q; 4:75 

 

By looking at the rules and guidelines of Islamic Jihad it will be clear to any 

sincere person that this indeed the truth religion  when fighting unjust enemy, 

no matter how unjust they are it is forbidden by Islamic law hat their retreating 

forces are mutilated, tortured, or slaughtered,. The treacherous violation of 

treaties and carrying out assassination after a cease-fire are also prohibited.  

Allah said  

 “And fight in the way of Allah those who fight you. But do       

not transgress the limit” 
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