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Abstract 
The aftermath of the widespread nefarious activities of the Boko Haram in 

Northeast Nigeria, is especially evident in the society and the life of those 

directly affected. The destruction of lives and properties are serious issues that 

could not be dismissed with a wave of hand, since these leave behind several 

social problems that directly and indirectly affects the people concerned and 

the society at large. The research examines the social problems associated 

with Boko Haram insurgency in Yobe State, Nigeria as it is one of the most 

affected areas by the Boko Haram Insurgency. The study was carried out in 

four-selected vulnerable areas within two LGAs: Buni-yadi (Gujba LGA), 

Pompomari, Kandahar, and Alimarami wards of Damaturu LGA, Yobe State. 

Through proportionate random sampling technique, one hundred respondents 

were drawn for the administration of the structured questionnaire. Data 

collected were analysed using Ms-Excel software for both the mean and 

standard deviation. A criterion of 2.50 was pegged and used to obtain the 

answers to the research questions, in which anything below it signify a 

rejection. From the study, the result obtained confirms that activities of these 

insurgents adversely affect the life of the people of the state, and has 

introduced several social problems such as educational backwardness, food 

insufficiency leading to hunger and malnutrition and infrastructural 

decadence, With respect to the identified social problems, this study 

recommends immediate Government and Non Governmental organizations 

(NGOs) interventions to arrest these social problems. 
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Introduction 
The trend of domestic terrorism in 

Nigeria as exemplified by the nefarious 

activities of the dreaded Islamic sect 

known as Boko Haram has become a 

concern to the Nigerian government in 

particular and the international 

communities in general. The activities 

of the sect especially since 2009 has 

constituted a major security threat to the 

nation and make Northern Nigeria 

particularly the North-East (where their 

activities are rife), the most dangerous 

region to live in the country (Scott, 

2012).  

The dynamics and sophistication of its 

operations and apparent invincibility of 

the sect have raised fundamental 

questions not only about national 

security, but also on governance issues 

as well as on Nigeria's corporate 

existence. The activities of the sect 

targeted mainly at the government and 

her institutions and officials, churches, 

motor park and sometimes mosques; 

and countless number of innocent 

Nigerians has borne the brunt of the  

Boko Haram acts of devastation. The 

dangerous nature of insurgency 

launched by the group has pitched 

Christians and Muslims against each 

other owing to incessant bombings of 

churches in the north particularly the 

most affected states: Borno, Yobe and 

Adamawa. The violent activities of the 

sect have also assumed international 

dimension with the kidnappings and 

brutal killings of some Europeans 

(Shehu, 2011). 

The nature of their dastardly acts 

include suicide bombings (including, 

kidnapping of innocent people 

especially women and students like the 

276 Chibouk girls, 2014, shooting 

victims at close ranges, throat-slitting in 

broad daylight and nocturnal attacks. 

The current increasing attacks of the 

sect even with the emergence of current 

President in 2015 has debunked the 

myth or belief in some quarters that 

Boko Haram emergence was 

particularly targeted to pulling down the 

defunct President 's administration and 

resist southern domination of the helms 

of affairs in the country (Shehu, 2011). 

As a result of the Boko Haram 

insurgency, several villages and means 

livelihood of the people has been 

completely destroyed, schools, 

mosques, churches, hospitals, motor 

parks and countless number of innocent 

Nigerians have borne the brunt of the 

Boko Haram acts of devastation. This 

study intends to identify and analyse the 

social problems associated with the 

insurgency and proffer possible way out 

to address them. 
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Statement of the Problem 

Since the violent uprising in July 2009 in which its leader was summarily executed, 

over 2.3 million people have been displaced, at least 250,000 have left Nigeria and 

fled into Cameroon, Chad or Niger, and over 1.8 million are in different camps 

within the country (Eze & Agwanwo, 2014). Though, most of the villages have 

been completely liberated, starting a new live is a great problem to the returnees as 

most of them have lost virtually everything. It is against this premise, that this 

research targets examining validly the social problems associated with Boko 

Haram insurgency in Yobe and possibly recommends measures that can be 

channeled to address these problems.  

 

Objective of the Research 

The main objective of this study is to examine the social problems associated with 

Boko Haram insurgency in Yobe State, Nigeria. Specifically, the study sought to: 

i. Examine some of the factors that lead to the Boko Haram insurgency. 

ii. Identify the social problems associated with Boko Haram insurgency in 

Yobe. 

iii. Determine the influence of the social problems on the life of the people 

affected. 

iv. Proffer measures that can effectively be utilized to address these social 

problems. 

 

Research Questions 

The following research questions were raised to address the objectives of the study: 

1. What are the factors that lead to the Boko Haram insurgency in Yobe State? 

2. What are the social problems associated with Boko Haram insurgency and 

to what extent do social problems associated the insurgency influence the 

lives of the people in Yobe state? 

3. What measures can effectively address these social problems? 

 

Significance of the Study 

The study which carefully investigates most of the problems faced by communities 

within the study area as a result of the insurgent activities, shall provide 

information that will help the Government (and the general public) in providing 

possible solutions that would help in reducing the social problems left behind by 

Boko Haram insurgency. Similarly, it will help to generate theory regarding the 

social problems associated with Boko Haram insurgency and terrorism in general. 
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It will equally help in policy making, and be beneficial to the research community 

and serve as source of information for future researchers. 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The Boko Haram Insurgent: History and Ideology 

Globally, the issue of security, peace and development is at the center stage of 

local, national and international discourse. States, especially developing ones are 

constantly in search for security. Nigeria is post-colonial state in its form, and its 

postcolonial nature is tied state is tied to the shoot of imperialism. Over the years, 

different governments, individuals and institutions in Nigeria have systematically 

entrenched a culture of marginalization, inequality within the social order. The 

modern social system has produced widespread violence, arbitrary hierarchies and 

avoidable deprivation that have snowballed into various national security 

challenges (Eze & Agwanwo, 2014). 

Since Nigeria was granted independence on October 1st 1960, it has not been well 

as a nation. Nigeria is buffeted with economic, political, and social crises, 

metamorphosing into national insecurity: historically ranging from the civil war of 

1967-1970 that claimed more than three million lives, the coups de tat of 1980s to 

1990s, the Maitatsine religious riots of the 1980s, Odi genocide, the Niger Delta 

perennial crisis, armed robberies, inter and intra communal conflicts, kidnappings 

and political assassinations among others. These protests are driven for 

marginalization, resource control, or ethnic conflagration (Salisu & Mohammed, 

2015). 

Recently, the emergence of Boko Haram has added to the corpus of violence and 

insecurity in the country. Boko Haram is an extremist Islamic sect that is said to be 

a link with the Al-Qaeda terrorist group, its ideology presumably is to Islamize 

Nigeria. In today's Nigeria, the fear of Boko Haram is the beginning of wisdom, 

(Eze & Agwanwo, 2014), as they have created an atmosphere of violence and 

insecurity in the mind of Nigerians through actions that have left many dead, 

property worth billions destroyed and many displaced. According to (Al-Salafi, 

2015), the Jamma'atul ahlus sunnah lidda awwati wal jihad also known as Boko 

Haram, started off its activities in 2009 under the leadership of the slain Mallam 

Muhammad Yusuf. He successfully radicalized the group and opened it to foreign 

collaboration, especially with the Alqaida Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), formerly 

known as the Algerian Salafist group. Late Muhammad Yusuf won the respect of 

some clerics and youth in Northern Nigeria who became his followers, while other 

members of his followers came from the Almajiris. 
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According to (Danjibo, 2009), the leaders of the sect were after 2004 given training 

on combat and use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) by AQIM. And through 

the training acquired, they were able to show dexterity in handling weapons and 

manufacturing of what is called "dirty bombs'" through IEDs. The activities of 

Boko Haram have paralyzed commercial activities particularly in the northern part 

of the country with waves of threats across the nation. It becomes very dicey to 

situate the problems or agitation of the sect whether it is a religious agenda or not, 

as their mayhem cut across religious and non religious persons and institutions. 

During July 2009 Nigerian army offensive attack on the sect member in Maiduguri 

capital of Borno state, which led to the killing of the sect leader Muhammad Yusuf 

while in police custody with over 700 people were killed, thousands of people flee 

their homes in order to escape the violence. Since then, the activities of the group 

appeared to be dissipated, but they regrouped and re-emerged in 2010 under the 

new leadership of Abubakar Shekau, who have orchestrated several attacks with 

renewed frequency and intensity (Salisu & Mohammed, 2015). 

Initially, Boko Haram was a Salafist local movement in Borno State of North 

Eastern Nigeria before it was turned into insurgent group in 2009. Salaf means the 

pious people from amongst the past generation of the Islamic community of 

believers who are the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) and their followers, i.e. 

the first three generations of Muslims and those who followed their way in belief 

and deed. The Salafi‘ da’awah literally means ‘call’, and in this sense it refers to 

calling to the truth, preaching and propagation of Islam and adherence to the path 

of the Prophet (PBUH) and all those who followed in his footsteps in terms of 

belief, actions and morals (Al-Salafi, 2015). The Boko Haram misinterpreted some 

parts of Islamic teaching in which they consider interaction with western society 

as a sin. According to (David, 2011; Eze & Agwanwo, 2014; Salisu & Mohammed, 

2015), the group is solemnly against the activities of orthodox Islamic scholars. 

 

Conceptual Framework of Social Problem 

According to (Ugorji, 2011), the concept of social problem can be viewed from the 

two elements of social problem: objective and subjective elements. The objective 

elements see the awareness of social conditions through life experiences and 

through reports in the media as what is worth being referred to as a social problem. 

The homeless seen around, incessant gunfire regularly heard in the streets and 

battered women seen in hospital emergency rooms, the frequently read about of 

employees losing their jobs as businesses downsize and factories closes, all these 

are examples of the view of the objective elements. And that the belief that a 
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particular social condition is harmful to society or to a segment of society and that 

it should and can be changed is the subjective element view. The fact that crime, 

drug addiction, poverty, racism, violence, and pollution exist are not necessarily 

considered social problems unless a segment of society believes these conditions 

diminish the quality of human life that is the subjective perspective. 

In same vein, (Aex & Jim, 2011) describes social problem as both an objective 

reality and a subjective perception. As an objective reality, a social problem is 

absolutely or intrinsically real in that it possesses a harmful quality that can be 

verified by the experience of some people. The harmful nature of this experience 

is universal, existing all over the world. As a matter of personal (subjective) 

perception, whether something constitutes a social problem or not depends on how 

people see it. This simply implies that, if people perceive something as social 

problem, then it is a social problem; and if they view it as something else, it will 

be something else. In this work, the social problem to be identified will viewed 

from the objective point of view. 

 

Theoretical Framework of Social Problem 

The study of social problems derive more specific theories from the three well-

known perspectives in sociology: the functionalist perspective which assumes that 

society is stable and orderly, the conflict perspective which sees society as always 

changing and always marked by conflict, and the symbolic interaction perspective 

which views society as being made of countless social interactions, rather than 

society in general (Alex & Jim, 2011).  

The functionalist views Social problems a condition that weakens a society’s 

stability but do not reflect fundamental faults in how the society is structured. In 

other words, it sees social problems as threat to social order which arises from 

failure of social institutions, groups, and other parts of society to perform their 

functions properly. Solutions to social problems should take the form of gradual 

social reform rather than sudden and far-reaching change (Alex & Jim, 2011). 

According to the conflict perspective, social problem is seen as a contributor to 

social conflict which originates from exploitative nature of capitalism along with 

class, racial, ethnic, gender and other inequalities (Alex & Jim, 2011). A clear case 

is the Niger-Della militancy, MASSOB agitations and Boko Haram insurgency in 

Nigeria. While according to the symbolic interaction perspective views, negative 

interaction between individual is presumed by the symbolic interaction theory as 

what leads to social problems. In simply terms sees social problems resulting from 
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association to a greater extent with law violators than abiders (Alex & Jim, 2011; 

Trevino, 2014). 

It is worth noting that despite the negative effects, social problems often serve 

important functions for society. But these functions if carried too far may turn into 

negative, unintentional consequences. To tackle some of these social problems 

especially from the functionalist perspective view requires the creation of 

minimum competition and equitable system for the distribution of resources. Thus, 

in this study, the social problems that grossly affect the wellbeing of the affected 

areas, this reflects the three perspectives above. As such, the social problems will 

be closely examined considering the outlined perspectives and necessary 

recommendations and conclusions shall be deduced from the study. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Study Design  

The design of the study was descriptive survey as it is mainly concerned with 

describing events as they are without any manipulation being as observed by 

(Ugorji, 2011). And also it is used for studies which aim at collecting data and 

describing in a systematic manner, the characteristic features or facts about a given 

population. This design is suitable for this study since the research intends to 

examine and possibly describe the social problems associated with the Boko Haram 

activities in Yobe State without manipulating the activities of insurgents and the 

consequences of their activities. 

 

Study Area  

The study was carried out in Yobe State; precisely at some of the vulnerable areas 

within the state, which from records Damaturu and Gujba Local Government Areas 

(LGA) are among the areas that are most hit by the insurgent activities. The study 

is narrowed to these two places for security reasons. The four areas selected within 

these LGAs are: Buni-yadi (in Gujba), Pompomari, Kandahar, and Alimarami all 

three in Damaturu LGA. 

 

Study Population 

The population of the study comprised 554,028 of all the persons (mostly 

returnees) in the settlements created as a result of the insurgency activities and 

other affected persons within the selected area of Damaturu and Gujba LGAs. A 

total number of one hundred (100) people (both male and female) within the age 

of 15 and above constitute the population for the study.  
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Sample and Sampling Technique  

The sample for the study was made up of one hundred (100) respondents. The 

research adopted a purposive sampling technique, because the selection was based 

on the fact that the areas chosen for the study were based on subjective ground. 

Using simple random sampling, four (4) wards selected from the two LGAs were 

drawn for the study which are Buni-Yadi, Pompomari, Kandahar, and Ali-marami 

wards. Similarly, the research adopted a proportionate random sampling technique 

to draw twenty-five (25) respondents each from the three wards within Damaturu 

LGA and twenty-five (25) from Gujba LGA, altogether one hundred (100) 

respondents. 

 

Instrument for Data Collection  

The instrument for data collection was a questionnaire titled: Boko Haram Social 

problem Questionnaire (BHSPQ). The instrument was divided into two sections: 

Section A sought information on demography of the respondents, while Section B 

is on the social problems associated with Boko Haram insurgency. Section B was 

further divided into four parts: Part A was on factors leading to Boko Haram 

insurgency; Part B was on identifying social problems associated with Boko Haram 

insurgency; Part C sought to determine the influence of the social problems on the 

life of the people; while Part D sought information on measures that can be 

effectively utilized to address these social problems.  

The instrument is in a four point rating scale:  Strongly Agree (4); Agree (3); 

Disagree (2); and Strongly Disagree (1).   1 

  

Method of Data Collection 

The researcher along with four assistants (mostly Locals within the selected wards) 

administers the instrument to selected respondents within the four (4) selected 

wards. The research assistants also guided the respondents on how to complete the 

questionnaires, and ensure that they actually understand the information required 

of them for the completion of the questionnaires.  

 

Method of Data Analysis 

For the Data analysis, Microsoft Excel software was used to obtain the mean and 

Standard deviation for the responses obtained from the respondents. A standard 

acceptance level of 2.5 was set based on the four-point scale; this signifies that any 

mean value below it is rejected, (that is will not be accepted).  
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

The results obtained from the research were organized in accordance to the 

research questions that guided the study, so also were the discussions on each of 

them. Out of the 100 questionnaire administered, only 89 respondents were 

successfully collected and analyzed. 

 

Research Question I: What are the Factors that leads to the Boko Haram 

insurgency in Yobe State?  

Table 1 and chart1 shows the mean and standard deviation analysis of  responses 

obtained from the 89 respondents in order to determine what the factors are that 

leads to the Boko Haram Insurgency in Yobe state. 

 

Table 1: Factor that leads to the Boko Haram insurgency in Yobe State 

S/N Items Mean SD 

1. Lack of Governmental Control machineries on religious extremist activities. 3.40 0.68 

2. Lack of unemployment  for the youths  3.20 1.05 

3. Too much of freedom of right of worship  2.82 1.03 

4. Political thuggery creation for selfish political interest and greed to remain in power.  3.27 0.75 

5. Lack of good governance and! dividend of leadership/democracy  3.22 0.76 

6. Extension of social and economic corruption in the society.  3.08 0.78 

7. Poor conflict resolution media and strategies.  3.12 0.82 

8. Illiteracy 3.46 0.81 

9. Parental negligence in terms of child guidance and counselling.  3.40 0.70 

10. Religious sectionalism infiltration in the society  3.06 0.87 

                           Cluster Mean (X) 3.20 0.83 

 

 
 

Mean, 3.2SD, 0.83

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4

Lack of Governmental Control machineries…

Lack of unemployment  for the youths

Too much of freedom of right of worship

Political thuggery creation for selfish political…

Lack of good governance and! dividend of…

Extension of social and economic corruption…

Poor conflict resolution media and strategies.

Illiteracy

Parental negligence in terms of child…

Religious sectionalism infiltration in the…

                          Cluster Mean (X)

Mean/SD

Chart 1: Factors leading to Boko Haram Insurgency In Yobe State
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From table 1 (and chart 1), all the items of the instrument used addressed the issue 

were above the criterion mean of 2.5, with the highest rated items being 1, 8 and 9 

whose mean scores are 3.90. 3.46 and 3.40 respectively. This implies that some of 

the key factors that possibly lead to Boko Haram insurgency in the state are: lack 

of Governmental control machineries on religious extremist activities; illiteracy 

and Parental negligence in terms of child guidance and counseling. Considering 

the cluster mean of 3.20 obtained from the analysis, it’s obviously that all items 

consider to answer this question are valid. 

 

Research Question II: What are the social problems associated with Boko 

Haram insurgency and to what extent do social problems associated the 

insurgency influence the lives of the people in Yobe state? 

The results obtained from the 89 respondents in order to ascertain some of the 

social problems associated with insurgency and their influences on their lives of 

the people in the state is given in table 2 and chart 2. 

 

Table 2: Social Problems associated with the Insurgency and its influence on 

People’s Lives. 

S/N Items Mean SD 

1. Fear of insecurity or the unknown. 3.26 0.74 

2. Lack of sufficient food leading to malnutrition and 

hunger. 

3.26 0.84 

3. Educational backwardness. 3.57 0.72 

4. Creation of more widows (and/ widowers) leading to 

increase in orphans. 

3.62 0.73 

5. Economic downturn and/ backwardness. 3.44 0.73 

6. Increased in displaced persons and poverty. 3.48 0.75 

7. Lack of religious trust. 3.11 0.76 

8. Agricultural developmental backwardness due to lack of 

farming activities. 

3.25 0.77 

9. Infrastructural development impediment. 3.01 0.79 

10. Increase in Herdsmen and farmers crisis due to lack of 

grazing land for use. 

2.91 0.83 

11. Easy indoctrination of the youth towards social Vices. 3.11 0.80 

12. Loss of trust in people around us even your own blood. 3.12 0.92 

13. Malnutrition and easy spread outbreak of diseases. 3.02 0.86 
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14. Manipulation of young girls towards prostitution and 

rape. 

3.27 0.80 

15. Loss of confidence in the Government and its 

programmes. 

3.26 0.79 

                   Cluster Mean (X) 3.25 0.79 

 

 
 

The result reveals that all the identified social problems were rated positive as their 

ratings are above the criterion mean of 2.50. it was also observed that the highest 

rated item was 4 with a mean score of 3.62. This implies that creation of more 

widows (and/ widowers) leading to increase in orphans is one social problem that 

is more pronounce as a result of the Boko Haram insurgency. Hence, considering 

the cluster and the average SD obtained, the identified social problems in the 

research are actually associated with the effect of the insurgency activities.  

 

Research Question III: What measures can effectively address these social 

problems? 

Analysis of the responses obtained from the questionnaires is given in table 3 and 

chart 3, which is geared towards established possible measures that can be used to 

address the identified social problems. 

Mean, 3.25SD, 0.79

0 1 2 3 4

Fear of insecurity or the unknown.

Educational backwardness.

Economic downturn and/ backwardness.

Lack of religious trust.

Infrastructural development impediment.

Easy indoctrination of the youth towards…

Malnutrition and easy spread outbreak of…

Loss of confidence in the Government and…

Mean/SD

Chart 2: Social Problems associated with the Insurgency and its 
influence on People’s Lives.
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Table 3: Measures that can effectively address the social problems associated 

with the insurgency. 

 

 
From the results obtained (table 3 and chart 3), all the items of the instrument can 

be geared towards addressing the identified social problems. Both most 

S/N ITEMS Mean SD 

1 Provision of necessary infrastructural facilities, i.e. 

hospitals. school. water. etc. 

3.51 0.74 

2 Provision of vocational centres for youth and women. 3.46 0.67 

3 Provision of necessary farm implements and seedlings 

of farmers for sustenance and future food security.  

3.39 0.76 

4 Rehabilitation of destroyed habitat of affected persons 

by government and other non-governmental agencies.  

3.42 0.60 

5 Rehabilitation and provision of enabling school 

environment for both primary and secondary students. 

3.46 0.60 

6 Creation of orphanage educational centres.  3.49 0.77 

7 Empowerments of widows to enable them take care of 

themselves and their families.  

3.49 0.69 

8 Provision of adequate security for life and property.  3.53 0.74 

9 Provision of capitals for businessmen and encouraging 

affected small scale industries.  

3.28 0.70 

10  Creating a good grazing environment for herdsmen.  3.30 0.77 

                                                       Cluster Mean (X) 3.42 0.70 
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respondents believe that provision of adequate security for life and property is a 

key measure that can address most of the social problems. The cluster mean (3.42) 

from the analysis which stood far above the criterion mean, it can be established 

and concluded that all measures identified can effectively address the identified 

social problems. 

 

Research Findings  

The result of the analysis of data generated reveals the following findings:  

1. Factors leading to Boko Haram insurgency includes: lack of effective 

religious activities control machineries, lack of employment opportunities 

for the youths, political thuggery encouraged by selfish politician, social 

and economic corruption, poor conflict resolution media and strategies, 

illiteracy, poor parental guidance, etc. all these as reported by (Joseph, 

2015; Imaji, Ranjit, & Muhammad, 2015) are mostly constituents of poor 

governance. 

2. Social problems associated with the insurgency includes: educational 

backwardness; food insufficiency: hunger and poverty; rise in numbers of 

orphans; increase in prostitution activities and rape cases; lack and 

destruction of infrastructural facilities; rise in social vices offenders; wrong 

interpretation of religious believes; Lack of trust and loss of confidence in 

people and the Government; Herdsmen and farmers clashes; rise in number 

of displaced persons, etc. 

3. Measures for addressing the social problems faced by people include: 

Provision of infrastructural facilities, vocational centers, farm implements 

and seedlings; adequate security; enabling schooling environment; 

rehabilitation of destroyed habitat; earmarking of grazing land for 

herdsmen, etc. 

 

Conclusion  

There is no doubt that the activities of the Boko Haram Insurgents have put the 

whole north and the country at large in a state of insecurity, which up to date has 

its traces all over the country. The presence of insecurity in any environment 

constitutes threat to lives and properties, hinders business activities, retard 

infrastructural development, and discourages local and foreign investors, all of 

which stalls and retards socio-economic in the country. This was the situation in 

the north-east (Borno, Yobe and Adamawa especially) the strong hold of the Boko 

Haram insurgence. Boko Haram along with other crime activities such as armed 
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robbery, assassination, and kidnapping has created fear in the people and hence 

reduction in the country’s growth and development.  

This study has revealed that the activities of the insurgents have left behind several 

social problems which are biting deep into the lives of the affected people and their 

immediate communities. Some of these problems include fear of the unknown, 

poverty, unemployment, hunger and malnutrition, infrastructural development 

decadence, prostitution and manipulation of young girls (making them easy prey 

to rape), etc. The study also shows that, in order to take alleviate these problems, 

government at all levels would need to ensure security of lives and property so as 

to create the necessary enabling environment for development; provision of 

qualitative welfare services; employment (especially to youth); provision of 

qualitative education; empowerment programme (especially for youth and 

women), etc.  

 

Recommendations  

There is no gain saying that virtually all the countries that have become 

economically strong and stable did not achieve the fit under an in secured 

environment as been experienced in Nigeria today. It imperative that the people 

and government of Nigerian need to be concerned about the low level of 

performance by government of the country (one of the reasons for the insurgence 

existence) and also make concerted efforts towards arresting the downward trend. 

Considering the aforementioned and the findings of this work, the following 

recommendations would go a long way to prevent future militancy insurgency:  

1. Employment of youths must be taking seriously by government because if 

more youths are employed, it automatically reduces the army of youths 

available for recruitment into various criminal activities such as insurgents 

like Boko Haram. 

2. Education must be all encompassing in Nigeria. Government should as a 

matter of urgency rehabilitate all schools destroyed during the insurgence 

and make Education a priority. And should also integrate the Almajiri 

system educationally so as to make them useful to themselves as well as the 

society and not easy recruits for insurgents’ activities. 

3. Security agencies must be empowered, motivated, and adequately 

mobilized to combat criminality and insecurity to the barest minimum. 

Intelligence gathering by the security agencies should be intensified, as this 

will nip many of the security problems confronting the nation in the bud. 

Also, border patrol should be enhanced and there should be a proper and 
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efficient regulation of the influx of immigrants or aliens, in order to forestall 

their recruitment into the insurgents.  

4. The government of Nigeria should evolve poverty alleviation programs that 

would positively change the lives of the people, particularly for the youths 

and women who have lost their spouses through establishment of vocational 

centers for learning trades and other entrepreneurial works for self-reliance.  

5. All government functionaries at all levels must abstain from corrupt 

practices while fighting crime and insurgents. Strong anti-corruption bills 

should be legislated upon, and be speedily pass into laws to curb the corrupt 

practices by our leaders.  

6. Governments at all levels should ensure that rising poverty indices are 

reversed and a realistic social security programme is pursued and 

systematically implemented to ensure that the populace meets their basic 

needs.  

7. Economic empowerment of the people affected should be enhanced so as 

to ensure that they attain the expected minimum standard of living.  

8. Nigeria traditional institutions should be properly integrated into the 

Government, so that can help in resolving crisis that affect group of people 

within their jurisdiction.  

9. There is also a need for proper religious enlightenment and monitoring of 

all religious activities by a central coordinating body within every region.  

 

Finally, Government must be proactive in dealing with security issues and threats, 

through modern methods of intelligence gathering, and intelligence sharing, 

training, logistics, motivation, and deploying advanced technology in managing 

security challenges. The real panacea for solving insecurity challenge in Nigeria is 

for government to accelerate the pace of development. Development in this context 

consists of creating an economy with relevant social, economic, and physical 

infrastructure for business operations and industrial growth, to provide gainful 

employment, high level of educational facilities, and medical care for the people. 
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