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Abstract 
The study focuses on the constitutional and legal structure for combating 

corruption in Nigeria. Basic objective of this study is to understand the 

various anticorruption legislations and the issues that have arisen in the 

cause of the war against corruption. The legal framework for curbing 

corruption needs to be realistic and versatile to curb the ever emerging issues 

that are arising in the course of curbing the ugly tide. Related studies on the 

concept of corruption, causes and types of corruption were reviewed. The 

study concludes that despite the exposition on these issues, the major 

problems of the anti corruption fight are institutional based and no matter 

how well the legislations are designed, it will make little or no difference if 

the institutions are unwilling and unable to enforce them. The study basically 

recommends that serious background checks should be conducted before 

recruiting officers into the various anti graft agencies to ensure that men of 

integrity and dedication are saddled with this task of national cleansing. 
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Introduction 
This paper seeks to identify the various 

anti corruption legislations and the 

various issues that have arisen in the 

cause of the war against corruption. It is 

divided into five parts viz: introduction; 

history of legal framework in the fight 

against corruption; major anti 

corruption statutes in Nigeria; Issues in 

the anti corruption war; and conclusion.  

The concept of corruption is deep and 

evasive. Consequently, defining 

corruption is a difficult task as each 
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field of endeavour seeks to give it a definition based on its own point of view.  The 

World Bank’s definition of corruption is relevant. It defined corruption as:  

"The abuse of public office for private gains. Public office is 

abused for private gain when an official accepts, solicits or 

extorts a bribe. It is also abused when private agents actively 

offer bribes to circumvent public policies and processes for 

competitive advantage and profit. Public office can also be 

abused for personal benefit even if no bribery occurs, through 

patronage and nepotism, the theft of state assets or the diversion 

of state revenue’. 1 

 

It connotes a state of moral or legal decay in the behavioural pattern of members 

in a given society.  This inappropriate acts range from bribery, nepotism, 

favouritism, etc. For the sake of this discourse, we shall view corruption as the act 

of abuse of power or misuse of property, giving or accepting gratification or 

allowing sentiments to influence the conduct of a person in authority, whether in a 

public or private organisation.  

It is worthy of note that generally, man by nature is selfish and self centred and 

would naturally loved to be favoured ahead of other persons irrespective of the fact 

that the persons he would love to supersede might be ahead of him in merit. This 

trend births corruption. In essence, corruption is bound to exist in every society or 

institution of human abode as it is an inherent nature of man. Unfortunately, this 

trend has eventually led to several forms of calamities and regrettably, lost of lives 

and highly valuable properties. 

The existence of legal framework for combating corruption is the expression of the 

desire to curb the persisting rot and unfortunate quagmire the society has avoidably 

suffered. As a matter of fact, a former Attorney General of the United States once 

said: 

“Corruption is condemned by all religious and ethical code and 

all legal        systems. It hinders all development, slows all 

progress and impedes all advancement. It strikes hardest at the 

poor and vulnerable, siphoning scarce resources away from 

those most in need... it undermines confidence in the fairness of 

 
1 The World Bank Group. World Bank 1997 ‘Helping Countries combat Corruption: The Role of the 

World Bank’  http://www1.worldbank.org/publicsector/anticorrupt/corruptn/cor02.htm 
accessed on 18th June 2018 
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free and open markets; and breeds contempt for the rule of law. 

Corruption is, simply put a scourge on society.” 2  

 

HISTORY OF THE ANTI CORRUPTION LEGAL FRAMEWORK IN 

NIGERIA. 

The imperialist have been accused of laying the solid foundation for the thrive of 

corruption by their autocratic and authoritarian posture of administration having 

created an unfair system of high taxation and low wages for Nigerian workers and 

also the exclusive right of exploration of mineral resources to European firms 

during the era before the formal amalgamation of Nigeria3.  

The history of anti corruption legal framework can be traceable to 1916 when the 

Criminal Code Act criminalised corruption and abuse of office.4 Consequently, 

acts such as bribe, extortion by public officials, false claims were criminalised.5 In 

1975, the Public Complaints Commission Act was enacted and conferred powers 

to the Public Complaints Commission to investigate cases of mal administration in 

both public and the private sector, exception to the armed forces and the police.6 

However, the Commission lacks prosecutorial powers as at best, it can only make 

recommendations for prosecution if it established in its findings that a crime has 

been committed.7 

This trend continued until 1999, when the military handed over power to 

democratically elected leaders and ground breaking statutes for combating 

corruption were enacted from that time to date. 

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR COMBATING CORRUPTION IN NIGERIA. 

Most of the statutes that criminalise certain acts make provision to cover acts of 

corruption however, for our discourse, we consider the following as being 

basically, the legal framework for combating corruption in Nigeria 

1. The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (As Amended) 

2. The Criminal Code Act 

 
2 Eric H, U S Attorney General Address at the opening plenary of the VI ministerial global forum on 
fighting corruption and safeguarding integrity, on 7th Nov 2009   www.justice.gov/ag/speeches/2009 
and accessed on 18th June 2018  
3 Ibidolopo Bolu , The Anti-Corruption Legal Framework And Its Effect On Nigeria’s Development 
www. 
4 Chapter 12 (Sections 98 – 111) of the Criminal Code 
5 supra 
6 Section 6(1)(d) Public Complaints Commission Act 
7 Section 7 (3) Public Complaints Commission Act 

http://www.justice.gov/ag/speeches/2009
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3. The Penal Code 

4. The Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Act 

5. The Economic and Financial Crimes Commission Act 

 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA: 

Jurisprudentially, the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria is the grund 

norm in the sense that all laws enacted by the National or States Assembly must be 

consistent and in conformity with the Constitution. Any law that is inconsistent 

with any provision of the Constitution shall the extent of the consistency be void.8 

Part II of the Constitution provides for the fundamental objectives and directive 

principles of state policy. As part of the political objective of the Nigerian state, 

the Constitution provides that ‘the state shall abolish all corrupt practices and the 

abuse of power’.9 The existence of anti graft bodies created by appears to be in 

pursuance of the political objective of the Constitution. 

 

THE CRIMINAL CODE: This is a general criminal statute which criminalises 

several acts ranging from treason, murder, theft, official corruption, arson, assault 

and offences against morality among other things. Our interest in the Criminal 

Code is limited to Chapter 12 which makes provision for offences relating to 

corruption and abuse of office. The chapter makes provision for the following 

offences: 

i. Official Corruption- with a bearing on public officials inviting bribes on 

account of own actions10; giving bribes to public officials on account of 

action of the said public official11; and persons inviting bribes on account 

of actions of public officials12. 

ii. Extortion- the taking or acceptance of a reward for the performance of the 

duty of a public officer13. 

iii. Public Officers Interested in Contracts- the acquisition of, whether directly 

or indirectly of a private interest in a contract by a public officer in a 

department where he is employed is a felony. However, a registered joint 

stock company consisting of more than twenty persons which the public 

 
8 Section 1(3) Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (As Amended) 
9 Section 15(5) Constitution of the federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (As Amended) 
10 Section 98A Criminal Code 
11 Section 98B Criminal Code 
12 Section 98C Criminal Code 
1313 Section 99 Criminal Code 
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servant is a member may acquire such interest14. We respectfully view this 

allowance for a company which the public officer is a member to acquire 

interest as being a retrogressive step in the fight against abuse of office by 

a public officer 

iv. Officers charged with administration of property of a special character or 

with special duties- such public officers are absolutely prohibited from 

acquiring personal interest in the property they charged to administer in the 

line of discharging their duty15. 

v. Abuse of office- using an official position to cause the doing of an act (or 

an omission or causing a state of mind) in abuse of the official position, any 

arbitrary act prejudicial to the right of another person16. 

The Criminal Code does not create any special agency for the enforcement of its 

content.    Consequently, the police has a general duty to enforce the statute against 

any person found in violation of the codes set in the statute17. With the advent of 

the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) Act and the Independent 

Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Commission ( ICPC) Act, both the 

police, EFCC18 and ICPC19may undertake prosecution subject to the powers of the 

attorney general. 

 

THE PENAL CODE LAW: The Penal Code is the statute that generally regulates 

substantive criminal law in states of Northern Nigeria. Apart from Kaduna state, 

the provisions are exactly the same in all other jurisdictions. Chapter 10 the Penal 

Code deals with offences by or relating to public servants. Just like the practice 

obtainable under the Criminal Code, it is the police that is responsible for the 

enforcement of the provisions of the Law.  

The Penal Code created offences such as: 

1. Public Servants taking Gratification- accepting a pecuniary or any other 

benefit as consideration for: doing or omitting to do; showing favour or disfavour, 

in the course of discharging an official duty20 

 
14 Section 101 Criminal Code 
15 Section 102 Criminal Code 
16 Section 104 Criminal Code 
17 Section  4  Police Act 
18 Section 1(2)(b) EFCC Act  
19 Section 3(2) ICPC Act 
20 Section 115 Penal Code 
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2. Taking Gratification to influence Public Servant- accepting or attempting 

to accept a benefit as motive for inducing a public servant to act or omit to act or 

show favour or disfavour for or against anyone in the discharge of his duty21 

3. Offering or giving Gratification to Public Officer- the offence covers the 

giver of gratification for influencing the conduct of the public officer22 

4. Public Servant obtaining valuable thing without consideration from person 

concerned- taking a valuable property without or for an inadequate gratification 

from a person who is involved in an official transaction or is interested in an official 

transaction with the public officer23 

5. Public Officer dishonestly receiving money or property not due- receiving 

a benefit he is not authorised or in excess of what he is authorised to receive. 

 

A notable concern about the provisions relating to corruption is that it is centred 

on practices that revolve in the public sector, leaving out the chunk of what is being 

perpetrated in the private sector.    

 

THE INDEPENDENT CORRUPT PRACTICES AND OTHER RELATED 

OFFENCES COMMISSION ACT: This statute come into being in 2000 in an 

effort to combat the continued ravaging effect of corruption in the Nigerian 

populace and the unhealthy public image it has on Nigeria abroad. Nigeria ranked 

no 90, behind Yugoslavia according to Transparency International24. The Act 

established the Independent Corrupt Practices and other Related Offences 

Commission (ICPC) as a body corporate, with perpetual succession, having a 

common seal and capable of suing and being sued in its corporate name25. The 

establishment of the act is meant to ensure prompt prosecution of offenders who 

have committed corruption related offences as the police was obviously 

overburden with both patrolling, combating and prosecution of offenders in line 

with its statutory mandate and needless to say, the police was the only prosecutorial 

para-military agency engaged in active prosecution of general criminal offences 

before the year 2000.  

 
21 Section 116 Penal Code 
22 Section 118 Penal Code 
23 Section 119 penal Code 
24 (www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/tranparecy-internation-releases-the-year-2000-
corruption-perceptions accessed on 18 June 2018) 
25 Section 3(2) ICPC Act 

http://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/tranparecy-internation-releases-the-year-2000-corruption-perceptions
http://www.transparency.org/news/pressrelease/tranparecy-internation-releases-the-year-2000-corruption-perceptions
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The ICPC has officers responsible for its day to day running, headed by the 

Chairman26.The ICPC has powers like the police, to undertake prosecution of 

persons suspected of having committed offences of corruption27. The ICPC’s 

power to prosecute is not limited to the offences created under the parent Act but 

also extents prosecution of offences created under any other statute prohibiting 

corruption 28. Consequently, the ICPC has power to undertake prosecution of 

offences under the Penal Code and Criminal Code provided the offences are 

corruption related.  

The ICPC Act created offences such as: 

i. Accepting gratification- receiving or attempting to receive a property or 

benefit for a favour or disfavour to be shown or has been shown by a 

person in the course of discharging his official duty whether in a 

government department or an institution where he works29. It is 

important to note that whether or not the favour or disfavour which is 

the subject matter of the benefit is not shown, the parties are still liable 

to an offence under the Act. 

ii. Fraudulent acquisition of property- acquiring interest in a contract 

emanating from a department where a public officer works, except if 

such interest is acquired by a joint stock company having more than 

twenty members and the public officer is a member of such company. 

This is akin to the offence of in section 101 of the Criminal Code except 

that the Criminal Code provides for a three year imprisonment 

punishment while the ICPC Act provides for a seven year imprisonment 

punishment30. 

iii. Bribery of public officer- soliciting or accepting gratification to: 

influence the decision or vote of a public officer for or against measure 

or resolution of a public body; do an act or make an omission or aiding 

in procuring, expediting, delaying, or preventing the performance of an 

official act; and aiding in procuring or preventing from the passing of 

any vote, awarding a contract or recognition in favour of any person31. 

 
26 Section 4 ICPC act 
27 Section 5(1) ICPC Act 
28 Section 5(2) ICPC Act 
29 Section 8 ICPC Act 
30 Section 12 ICPC Act 
31 Section 18 ICPC Act 
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iv. Bribery in relation to auctions- giving or receiving gratification to 

refrain from bidding at an auction conducted by a public body32. 

v. Bribery for giving assistance to in regards to contracts- offering to a 

public officer as reward for influencing award of contracts33 

Besides these offences, the ICPC Act created several other offences that deals with 

conspiracy and attempts to commit crimes related to corruption. 

 

THE ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL CRIMES COMMISSION ACT: The 

Act was first enacted in 2002 but subsequently repealed in 2004. The Act 

established the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) as a body 

corporate with perpetual succession, having a common seal and can sue and be 

sued in its corporate name. The EFCC Act was a major departure from the past 

enabling laws for fighting corruption or economic and financial crimes in Nigeria, 

in terms of powers, functions and responsibilities. It was borne out of international 

pressure as a precondition for the removal of Nigeria from the list of Non-

Cooperative Countries and Territories (NCCTs) of the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) on Money Laundering. The EFCC is the designated Nigeria Financial 

Intelligence Unit (NFIU)34. The NFIU is expected to receive and analyze financial 

information - Currency Transaction Reports (CTRs) and Suspicious Transaction 

Reports (STRs) - from Financial Institutions and Designated Non-Financial 

Institutions with a view to disseminating intelligence information arising thereof. 

Besides, the Commission is charged with the following responsibilities among 

others: enforcement and administration of the Act in the overall context of 

preventing, detecting, investigating and prosecuting all cases of economic and 

financial crimes in Nigeria; charged with the responsibility of enforcing other laws 

and regulations relating to economic and financial crimes; and in addition, the 

Commission is the coordinating agency for fighting economic and financial crimes 

in Nigeria, including fighting terrorism and terrorist financing 

The EFCC composed of a Chairman, Secretary, Members and officers who are 

responsible for the running of the Commission35. The EFCC has powers to cause 

investigation against persons with a view of establishing whether or not an offence 

has been committed which relates to economic and financial crimes36. The EFCC 

Act further defines Economic and Financial Crimes as: 

 

 
32 Section 21 ICPC Act 
33 Section 22 ICPC Act 
34 Section 1(2)(c) EFCC Act 
35 Section 2 EFCC Act 
36 Section 7(1)(a) EFCC Act 
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‘the non violent criminal and illicit activity committed with the 

objectives of earning wealth illegally either individually or in a 

group or organised manner thereby violating existing legislation 

governing the economic activities of a government and its 

administration  and includes any form of fraud, narcotic drug 

trafficking, money laundering, embezzlement, bribery, looting 

and any form of corrupt mal practices, illegal arms deal, 

smuggling, human trafficking and child labour, illegal oil 

bunkering and illegal mining, tax evasion, foreign exchange 

malpractice including counterfeiting of currency, theft of 

intellectual property and piracy, open market abuse, dumping of 

toxic wastes and prohibited goods, etc’37 . 

 

Worthy of note, section 12(1)(b) established the Legal and prosecution Unit for the 

EFCC which is primarily saddled with the responsibility of prosecution of 

offenders under the EFCC Act.38 

The EFFC Act created offences such as: 

i. Retention of proceeds of a criminal conduct- concealing proceeds of a 

financial crime (for instance a bank failing to report suspected transaction) 

or knowingly acquiring or using proceeds of an economic and financial 

crime.39 

ii.  Management of proceeds of an economic and financial crime- acquisition, 

management, conversion, transfer and concealment of the proceeds of an 

offence under the Act40 which realistically constitutes laundering such 

proceeds. 

 

CHALLENGES OF ANTI- CORRUPTION LAWS IN NIGERIA. 

There is no gain emphasising that corruption is a canker worm that has eaten deep 

into the fabric and every face of the Nigerian system and has adversely affected the 

nation’s economic, social and security development. Lives have been lost, brains 

have been drained by foreign countries as our very resourceful citizens prefer going 

to stay abroad and transact especially our medical doctors and scientists. The 

welfare of the people is also in ruins because funds for executing contracts don’t 

 
37 Section 46 EFCC Act 
38 Section 13(2)(a) EFCC Act 
39 Section 17 EFCC Act 
40 Section 18 EFCC Act 
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end up performing the tasks its release for as government agents, for kick backs, 

accept poor and gross sub standard work to be admitted. As a matter of fact, we are 

even victims in this room. A formidable legal framework and institution are 

concurrently required to tackle this menace. 

May we at this juncture that a look at some cardinal issues relating to the anti 

corruption legal framework and warfare. 

Duplicity of Agencies and legislations- The ICPC and the EFCC appear in 

practice to have overlapping duties and powers. The existence of these two sister 

agencies is obviously waste of state resources and man power which would have 

definitely yielded more positive results if the two agencies were merged into one 

for enhance proficiency and better performance. Recently, both the ICPC and 

EFCC instituted criminal charges against Senator Jang, even though the ICPC 

eventually dropped its own charges but the fact remains that so much time and 

resources would have been saved if the two agencies had been merged. The state 

wouldn’t have to waste scarce resources investigating the same set of facts twice. 

This obviously also explains why anti- corruption trials go on for a very long period 

of time. 

This goes further to demonstrate the risk posed to likelihood of violating the 

constitutional right of persons. The spirit of the law as enshrined in the Constitution 

of the Federal of Nigeria (CFRN) 1999 (As Amended) is that a man should not be 

punished more than once for the same offence41. A cursorily view of the legislative 

enactments shows that a man may be prosecuted up to three times for a singular 

act.42 This offends the principle of double jeopardy enshrined in the Constitution. 

Plea Bargain- The EFCC Act provides that the Commission may compound any 

offence under the Act43. While this appears to be a remedy for our congested courts 

by ensuring that corruption cases are speedily disposed off, there is no guarantee 

that this blanket power may open its own Pandora box. First, there is likelihood 

that political figures may take advantage of this provision to provide clean records 

for their allies. 

Second, the contemporary Nigerian set up clearly shows that plea bargain is an 

instrument for the rich, who have capacity to hire technically vibrant negotiators 

and obviously, if the rich know that they can get away by paying sums they could 

easily afford as fines, their guts to abuse due process and get involved in acts of 

 
41 Section 36( 9) CFRN 1999 (As Amended) 
42 Section 101 Criminal Code and Section 12 of the ICPC Act are identical in construction except for 
terms of punishment  
43 Section 14(2) 
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corruption will definitely be on the increase. Example is the case of John Yakubu, 

who was handed a prison sentence of 6 (six) years or a fine of #750,000.00 (seven 

hundred and fifty thousand naira) only for looting about #32.8 billion by an FCT 

High Court. With this sort of trend, public officers with propensity of looting public 

funds will do so with impunity.  

Lack of Independence: The agencies saddled with the responsibility of enforcing 

anti corruption laws, the EFCC and the ICPC suffer from lack of independence in 

the discharge of their statutory responsibility and have most often been used as a 

tool of political vendetta against enemies of the powers that be. It is on record that 

current head of the EFCC Mr Ibrahim Magu has not been confirmed by the Senate44 

in line with the regulatory statute of the Commission. However, he still holds office 

in a capacity that is unknown to law because some very powerful people want him 

to be there. The independence of the Commission to investigate any anomaly or 

complicity in corruption at a time that matters will be in gross jeopardy if the 

occasion calls for it. 

Politicisation: Under the current political dispensation where anti corruption fight 

is touted as the key agenda of government, this trend is still present. Prior to this 

administration, the EFCC was prosecuting a former State Governor for looting. 

Unfortunately, the charges against the former governor were dropped shortly after 

the commencement of the present administration45 and months later, his assets that 

were frozen during investigation were unfroze. In the same vein, a former secretary 

to the government of the federation was accused in a grass cutting scandal of Boko 

Haram internally displaced persons’ camp. After investigation and his sack, the 

EFCC claims it doesn’t have ‘sufficient evidence’ to prosecute him46. The situation 

is same for all cronies of the president. 

This is in sharp contrast to the treatment meted on opposition figures and those 

who aren’t in the good books of the president. Senator Shehu Sani once put is as 

‘when it comes to fighting corruption in the National Assembly and the Judiciary 

 
44 Clifford Ndijuhe and others ‘Magu cant be EFCC Chairman’ 
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2016/12/magu-cant-efcc-chairman-senate accessed on 3rd July 
2018  
45 Ikechukwu  Nnochirir ‘Alleged N6.5 b fraud: FG withdraws charge against Sylva’ 
www.vanguardngr.com/2015/06/alleged-n6-5bn-fraud-fg-withdraws-charge-against-sylva/ accessed 
on 18th June 2018  
46 Gbenga Sijuade ‘EFCC says Lack of Credible Evidence has Crippled the Prosecution of Ex-SGF 
Babachir Lawal’ www.naijanews.com/2018/05/30/efcc-says-lack-of-credible-evidence-has-crippled-
the-prosecution-of-ex-sgf-babachir-lawal 

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2016/12/magu-cant-efcc-chairman-senate
http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/06/alleged-n6-5bn-fraud-fg-withdraws-charge-against-sylva/
http://www.naijanews.com/2018/05/30/efcc-says-lack-of-credible-evidence-has-crippled-the-prosecution-of
http://www.naijanews.com/2018/05/30/efcc-says-lack-of-credible-evidence-has-crippled-the-prosecution-of
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and in the larger sectors, the President uses insecticide, but when it comes to 

fighting corruption within the presidency, he  uses deodorants’.47 

The political dimension of the anti-corruption fight did not spare judicial officers. 

Sometimes in October 2016, two Justices of the Supreme Court and judges of some 

High Courts were arrested in the middle of the night by heavily armed men of the 

State Security Service for alleged acts of corruption. These Justices were accused 

of receiving bribes from politicians to influence the judgment they delivered in 

favour of electoral cases they handled48. However, after making these jurists to face 

humiliation, they were eventually cleared by the National Judicial Council and 

recalled to their duty posts49 a situation clearly indicating that their arrest by men 

of the State Security Service (SSS) was a vendetta for the judgments they delivered 

against the interest of the ruling party. 

Instability:  Recently, two former governors, Rev Jolly Nyame of Taraba state and 

Senator Joshua Dariye were convicted and sentenced to terms of imprisonment 

without option of fine by the Federal High Court on charges bothering on 

corruption50. This trend is applauded as a giant stride in the fight against corruption. 

However, a few days after sentencing Senator Dariye, the Judge was transferred to 

serve as the Chairman of the Code of Conduct Tribunal51 by the President. This 

brings mixed feelings as it is expected that such judges should remain in the regular 

courts and probably be designated as a judge that handles corruption related trials 

to maintain consistency and steadfastness in ensuring that those who are found 

guilty of corruption related offences are severely punished to serve as deterrence. 

Unfortunately, such a personality has to idly sit at the Code of Conduct Tribunal 

were cases are rarely prosecuted instead of being very productive at regular courts. 

Lack Of Special Courts To Try Corruption Cases: In order to have speedy 

disposal of corruption related cases, it is important that have special courts to 

handle the trial of corruption cases. The EFCC Act provides that: 

 
47 Leke Baiyemu, ‘Buhari uses Deodorants to fight Corruption in Presidency – Shehu Sani’, 
http://punchng.com/buhari-uses-deodorants-to-fight-corruption-in-presidency-shehu-sani accessed  
on 6th July 2018 
48 Samuel Ogundipe, ‘SSS Official releases details of how Judge allegedly took bribes’, 
www.premuimtimesng.com/news/headlines/212423-sss-official-releases-details-of-how-judge-
allegedly-took-bribes.html accessed on 8th July 2018 
49 Ikechukwu Onochiri, ‘ NJC recalls Justice Ademola, 5 Judges accused of Corruption’ 
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2017/06/njc-recalls-justice-ademola-five-judges-accused-corruption 
accessed on 3rd July 2018  
50  Shahara Reporters, ‘Dariye, Former Plateau Governor, Sentenced to 14 years in Prison for 
Corruption’ shaharareporters.com/2018/06/12/dariye-former-plateau-governor-sentenced-14-
years-prison-corruption accessed on 8th July 2018  
51 Wikipedia, https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adebukola_Banjoko accessed on 8th July 2018  

http://www.premuimtimesng.com/news/headlines/212423-sss-official-releases-details-of-how-judge-allegedly-took-bribes.html
http://www.premuimtimesng.com/news/headlines/212423-sss-official-releases-details-of-how-judge-allegedly-took-bribes.html
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2017/06/njc-recalls-justice-ademola-five-judges-accused-corruption
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adebukola_Banjoko
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‘The Chief Judge of the Federal High Court or a High Court of a 

State or the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, as the 

case may be, shall by order under his hand, designate a court or 

a judge or such number of courts or judges as he shall deem 

appropriate to hear and determine all cases under this Act or 

other related offences arising under this Act’52. 

 

Unfortunately, this isn’t sufficient to handle the overwhelming tide of corruption 

that floods. This is because these designated judges that handle offences arising 

from the corruption related matters have several other cases to handle and this 

results in undue delay in prosecution. We can not ignore the fact that where a trial 

delays, several factors are likely to arise that will cause miscarriage of justice in 

the case,, for instances, witnesses may die and/ or evidence may get lost or 

tempered with. Special courts need to be established to strictly handle corruption 

related cases just like the National Industrial Court of Nigeria was established to 

handle cases that arise from labour and industrial relations. This shouldn’t be 

difficult if the fight against corruption is really taken serious.  

Skilled Man Power and Equipment: The act of corrupt practices must be 

combated in line with technological advancement in the 21st century. In the era of 

advance digital development, where technological development has made it 

possible for persons to clean their tracks after shady deals, our anti graft system 

must be equipped with requisite technological and technical knowhow to rise to 

the challenges of contemporary realities. Unfortunately, Nigeria has already 

suffered set back in this area. In the JAMES IBORI AND ORS V FEDERAL 

REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA53, for instance, the EFCC arraigned him on 170 count 

charges of corruption and he was discharged and the case struck out on technical 

ground. However, in the United Kingdom, he was arraigned on 23 count charges 

of corruption and was convicted on 10 of the counts54. This is a confirmation that 

technical knowhow could make a huge difference in combating corruption in our 

contemporary society. Without upgrading to link up with the rest of the World, our 

system of war against corruption will be like Osborn 155 trying to compete with 

 
52 Section 19(3) EFCC Act 
53 CA/K/81C/2008 
54 Ibidolapo Bolu, ‘The Anti-Corruption Legal Framework and its Effect on Nigeria’s Development’ 

www.spaajibade.com/resources/the-anti-corruption-legal-framework-and-its-effect-on-nigerias-
development/  
55 Osborn 1 is the first made laptop in 1981, an invention of Adams Osborn  

http://www.spaajibade.com/resources/the-anti-corruption-legal-framework-and-its-effect-on-nigerias-development/
http://www.spaajibade.com/resources/the-anti-corruption-legal-framework-and-its-effect-on-nigerias-development/
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Huawei Matebook X Pro56 or worse still a pentuim 1 desktop computer competing 

with Tianhe-257. 

Funding: Funding is an integral part of any successful anti graft war. It requires 

fund to have sufficient staff to receive and process complaints and petitions, 

mobilise detectives to conduct investigations, buy stationeries, ink for printing and 

general office management and even undertake prosecution- which is a very 

expensive commodity as it includes filing of processes, transportation of witnesses 

and prisoners. Unfortunately, the major anti graft bodies had a budgetary allocation 

of #17b (seventeen billion naira)58 and #5.8b (five billion, eight hundred million 

naira)59 respectively. The cost of investigation may be relatively high and if the 

anti graft bodies have do well in combating corruption, the current trend of funding 

must be raised to make room for recruiting more staff and procuring advanced 

equipment to face the realistic challenges faced in the fight against corruption. 

Illiteracy: The most threatening of all issues in the anti corruption crusade is 

illiteracy. Vast majority of the Nigerian populace suffer from illiteracy which 

makes it very easy for them to be manipulated by opinion holders. It is very 

common to a handful of youths protesting whenever high profile cases are on 

instead of showing solidarity to the prosecutorial agencies to nail those responsible 

for the current state of poverty and poor infrastructure. Incidentally, most Nigerians 

do not really see anything wrong with cutting corners as long as it bears benefits. 

Money bags are celebrated even among religious institutions as long as ‘the work 

of God’ is supported by them. Another painful episode is the fact that many 

Nigerians do not know that they possess certain rights to be properly treated or 

attended to without giving bribes. This has made many Nigerians to promote 

corruption and even praise their oppressors as ‘helpers’. Even among the circle of 

elites, many do not know who and where to report incidents of corrupt practices, 

like extortion or demanding gratification to. 

 

CONCLUSION:  

The legal framework for curbing corruption needs to be realistic and versatile to 

curb the ever emerging issues that are arising in the course of curbing the ugly tide. 

 
56 The Huawei Matebook X Pro is an 8th Generation series system and currently the best laptop in the 
world with Intel Core i5-i7|Graphics: Intel UHD Graphics 620, Nvidia GeForce MX 150 2GB GDDR5| 
RAM: 8GB-16 GB| Screen: 13.9- inch| Storage: 512GB and sells for $1199.99 at Amazon. 
57 Tianhe-2 is the Chinese National University of Defense Technology computer. 
58 Premium Times ‘Proposed Budget for EFCC in 2017 inadequate- Magu’ 
www.premiumtimesng.com/news/morenews/224086-proposed-budget-efcc-2017-inadequate-
magu accessed on 9th July 2018 
59 ICPC ‘Poor funding of ICPC, others Worries Senate’ icpc.gov.ng/2017/02/22/poor-funding-icpc-
others-worries-senate accessed on 9th July 2018 

http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/morenews/224086-proposed-budget-efcc-2017-inadequate-magu
http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/morenews/224086-proposed-budget-efcc-2017-inadequate-magu
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The present structure is ordinarily sufficient  to curb to menace but the fact that 

corruption still thrives in a geometrical progression shows that the problem is far 

from the legal framework but the existing mindset of those charged with the 

responsibility of enforcement of the provisions of the various statutes for instance, 

if the personnel of EFCC is not morally upright to resist bribes, he will compromise 

and end up closing his eyes while the common treasury is looted by scrupulous 

elements. Besides this, members of the public have a way shielding ‘their own’ by 

providing solidarity to persons accused of corruption making it look like the fight 

against corruption is child’s play especially when it is perceived that double 

standards are employed to handle the fight against corruption. The recent saga 

where the EFCC claims it lacks evidence to go after the former Secretary to the 

Government of the Federation who was fired after a Committee headed by the Vice 

President indicted him of complicity in awarding contract worth millions for 

cutting grasses at Internally displaced Persons’ camp in the North East shows that 

the major problem of the fight against corruption is not with regards the legal 

framework but with the individuals responsible for enforcing the statutes. 

In recent memory, the Federal Government granted pardon to Mr Timipre Silva 

who was standing trial for wrongful enrichment and looting of state fund and 

ordered his properties which were seized, subject to investigation to be returned to 

him.  This sends the wrong message in the course of sustaining the fight against 

corruption. 

In light of this, we humbly recommend as follows: 

1. There should be adequate funding of our anti graft agencies to enable it 

carry out intensive investigations. 

2. Serious background checks should be conducted before recruiting officers 

into the various anti graft agencies to ensure that men of integrity and 

dedication are saddled with this task of national cleansing. 

3.  Anti graft agencies should engage the services of agent provocateurs even 

within itself to enable it easily identify cases of corruption and building 

good cases. 

4. The fight against corruption should be conducted in fairness and equity to 

all. 

5. The government should provide an enabling environment for economic 

activities to thrive and dignity of labour should be upheld against dignity of 

money. 

6. There should be intensified public awareness about the harm corruption has 

caused to Nigeria and public cooperation should be sought in nailing it.    
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7. Having adumbrated these facts, we conclude thus: the major problems of 

the anti corruption fight are institutional based and no matter how well the 

legislations are designed, it will make little or no difference if the 

institutions are unwilling and unable to enforce them. 
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