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Abstract 
This paper is concerned with the impact of Boko Harām insurgency on Islamic 

and Western education in the North - East Nigeria, focus on Borno state. The 

paper goes to memory lane to trace the origin of the insurgency and the causes 

of Boko Harām terrorism. The study revealed that Boko Harām insurgency has 

cost more than 20,000 lives, displaced more than a million, and destroyed 

hundreds of schools. Furthermore, the insurgency further resulted in 

kidnapping of school girls, killing of students and teachers as well as closure 

of private and public schools. This has created palpable fear and apprehension 

in the minds of parents which resulted in withdrawal of thousands of children 

from schools in an area already the most educationally backward in the 

country. The study further revealed that the insurgency have affected the 

smooth running of Islamic scholarship and learning which Borno was noted 

for. One of the major setbacks was assassination of number of high profile 

Islamic scholars in addition to relocation of many scholars to other parts of 

the country, and even some left the country because of fear of attack by the 

sect. This has brought a major setback not only in the progress of Islam but 

also to the development of Islamic and western education. For the policy 

recommendations, this paper recommends among other things that 

government should make Islamic education compulsory core subject so as to 

break the ideology of Boko Harām. In addition, Nigerian government should 

embark on more viable programmes like free education at all levels 

particularly in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa states; Islamic scholars and 
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teachers, especially in the north eastern parts of the country should be given 

incentives, such as special allowances to continue to compensate them for 

untold hardship they suffered as a result of Boko Harām insurgency.  

 

Keywords: Boko Harām, Insurgency, Islamic and Western education, 

Northeast, Borno 
 

 

Introduction 
Nigeria is the most populous nation in 

Africa located on the West Coast of 

Africa, has a population of about 180 

million people cutting across the 

divides of ethnicity and religious 

beliefs. It has a geographical space of 

923, 768km2 which is divided into 36 

states and a federal capital territory 

(FCT) with 744 local government 

councils. Nigeria is culturally pluralistic 

with more than 400 ethnic groups. Of 

the numerous ethnic groups, there are 

three dominant ones; these are the 

Hausa in the Northern region, the Igbo 

in the Eastern region and the Yoruba in 

the Western region. Other minority 

ethnic groups include Kanuri, Tiv, 

Ibibio, Nupe, Gwari, Igala, Jakun, 

Idoma, Itsekiri, Edo, Urhobo and Ijaw 

(Olayiwola, 2011). Besides the ethnic 

coloration of Nigeria, there are two 

dominant religions: Islam and 

Christianity, with some pockets of 

pagans, atheists and free thinkers. 

Nigeria became an independent 

sovereign country on the 1st of October, 

1960 and a Federal Republic on the 1st 

of October, 1963. Nigeria is clustered 

into six geo-political zones namely; 

north-west, north-east, north-central, 

south east, south west and south- south 

(PEW Forum on Religion & Public 

Life, 2010). 

The North-East region of Nigeria is one 

of the six geo-political zones in the 

country. It covered an area of 262,745 

square kilometers, which is more than 

one third of the land mass of Northern 

Nigeria. The zone lies between the 

latitudes 70 and 140North of the Equator 

and Longitudes 110 and 140 East of the 

Greenwich Meridian. The north east 

region has an estimated population of 

nineteen million, nine hundred and 

seventy one thousand, nine hundred and 

sixty five people (19,971,965) as of 

2006 population census (Daily Trust, 

2007). Another recent estimate 

indicates that the population is put at 

22.3 million people (PEW Forum on 

Religion & Public Life, 2010). North 

East Region has extends from Lake 

Chad in the northeast corner to beyond 

Toro near Jos in the southwest corner, 

and from Jama're bordering Kano in the 

northwest corner to Wukari in the 

southeast. Peoples of different ethnic 

groups inhabit it, but the major ethnic 
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groups are Hausa, Fulani and Kanuri. The Northeast consists of six states namely: 

Borno, Yobe, Bauchi, Adamawa, Gombe and Taraba.   

Borno State lies in the extreme North-Eastern corner of Nigeria on latitudes 10˚ 

30’ and 13˚ 50’ north and longitudes 11.00˚ and 13˚ 45’ east. It is bordered by 

Niger Republic in the north, Chad and Cameroun Republics to the east, Adamawa 

and Gombe States to the south, and Yobe State in the west. This makes Borno the 

only state bordered by three countries in Nigeria with enormous implications on 

the socioeconomic and cultural aspects of the state’s development and governance. 

It should be known that the state was carved out of the former North Eastern State 

by the Murtala administration in 1976. In August 1991, the Babangida regime 

created Yobe State out of Borno. Presently, Borno State has twenty-seven local 

government areas. Each local government area serves as a constituency to the State 

House of Assembly irrespective of their population and size. While further sub-

division were made to formed the Federal Constituencies for membership to the 

National Assembly. Furthermore, the state is divided into three Senatorial Districts: 

Borno North, Borno Central and Borno South. Borno North and Central districts 

are inhabited mainly by the dominant Kanuri’s, while Borno South is inhabited by 

other ethnic minorities (Waziri, 2009). 

The main objective of this paper is to discuss the impact of Boko Harām insurgency 

on Islamic and Western education in Borno State. A historical approach is used as 

a method of achieving this objective. The work gives a memory lane to trace the 

origin of the insurgency and point out the causes of Boko Harām terrorism in 

Borno. The effects of Boko Harām insurgency on Islamic and western education 

are pointed out. The work concludes with the recommendations to the problems 

identified. 

 

Conceptual Clarification 

a)  Islamic Education 

Islamic education is translated as ‘Tarbiyah al-Islamiyyah’. It contained a concept 

of “Talim (instruction). It refers as the academic study of Islam and Islamic culture. 

Laminu (1988) observed that Islamic education is the complete development of a 

Muslim right from his childhood up to his death. It deals with complete 

development of human being economically, mentally, physically, socially and 

spiritually (Laminu, 1988). Moreover, education in Islam is not merely of acquiring 

intellectual knowledge but is a means of molding the nature and character of 

individuals so that they can collectively represent Islamic values, behave as 

vicegerent of Allah on earth. This entails that the philosophy of Islamic education 
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is to inculcate moral values that constitute a wide range of virtues such as honesty, 

integrity, tolerance, truthfulness, self-discipline, humility, patience, industry and 

others. This is exactly what Islamic studies set out to achieve (Farid, 2005). 

b)  Western Education 

Western or conventional education is a system originated from the west and 

penetrated to the world after Islamic education in the earliest 15 century. Its main 

approach was the modernization of social life through science and technological 

advancement (Farid, 2005). The ultimate end of western education is to get 

enlightened and have a means of livelihood by seeking for a job or any 

entrepreneurial skill. It does not however, look at the purpose of creation of man 

as does the Islamic education (Liman et al, 2016). 

c)  Boko Harām 

The name “Boko Harām” is a Hausa name, while the word “boko” is an equivocal 

term which means “Western” while the word “harām” is an Arabic derivative 

meaning “forbidden”. Piecing the two words together ‘Boko Harām’ means to 

forbid everything Western and Western education. The intent is to replace modern 

state formation with the traditional Islamic state, because Western values run 

contrary to Islamic values. The real name of the movement is Jama’atu Ahlis-

Sunnah Lidda’awati Wal Jihād “The Group of the People of Sunnah for Preaching 

and Struggle” This is the name which the members pleased with, yet the people 

and the media in particular, named them as “Boko Harām” (Murtada, 2013). The 

rejection of Western education and Westernization were the twin pillars which 

defined the movement. 

d) Insurgency 

According to Powell and Abraham (2006), insurgency refers to a violent move by 

a person or group of persons to resist or oppose the enforcement of law or running 

of government or revolt against constituted authority of the state or of taking part 

in insurrection. Kilcullen (2006), further opined “insurgency is a struggle to control 

a contested political space, between a state (or a group of states or occupying 

powers), and one or more popularly based, non-state challengers”. In his 

contribution, Abdulazeez (2016) observed that insurgency is the organized use of 

subversion and violence to seize, nullify, or challenge political control of a region. 

It is primarily a political struggle, in which both sides use armed force to create 

space for their political, economic and influence activities to be effective. 

Insurgency is not always conducted by a single group with a centralized, military-

style command\structure, but may involve a complex matrix of different actors 



 

307  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2020 

 

with various aims, loosely connected in dynamic and non-hierarchical networks 

(Abdulazeez, 2016). 

 

A Brief Historical Evolution of Boko Harām 

Northern Nigeria in recent time has experienced a lot of violent eruption and 

general insecurity in nearly all the 19 northern states. Prominent among such is the 

Boko Harām insurgency in the North Eastern part of the country. 

The origin and development of Boko Harām movement is traceable to Maiduguri 

– the Borno state capital, where the leader Muhammad Yusuf sought to establish a 

state based on Shari’ah system of government throughout the federation 

(Mohammed, 2015). The founder of the group Muhammad Yusuf was born on 

January 29, 1970 in Girgir village, Jakusko Local Government Area of Yobe state 

(Desert Herald, 2009). At teenage, Yusuf went to Chad and Niger Republic to study 

the Qur’an. While in the two countries, he developed radical views that were 

against western influence and culture (Danjibo, 2009). After his returned to 

Nigeria, he settled in Maiduguri where he began to preach about his newly found 

ideology.  Muhammad Yusuf founded a movement known as Yusufiyya named after 

him, which grew out of a group of radical Islamist youth who worshiped at the 

Alhaji Muhammad Indimi Mosque in Maiduguri. Yusuf began as a preacher and 

leader in the youth wing of shababul Islam of Ahl-Sunnah, a salafi group. 

Moreover, Yusuf established a religious complex called (markaz) that included a 

mosques and a school near the Railway Terminus where many poor families from 

across Nigeria and neighboring countries enrolled their children. The scholar after 

whom the group named their complex and mosque was, markaz Ibn Taymiyah - a 

puritan Salafi scholar who strove to ensure Islam’s adherence to Shari’ah, eradicate 

alien innovation and rejuvenate correct Islamic though and practice. Quoting 

copiously from Ibn Taymiyah, Yusuf describes taghut (idolatry) as any form of 

executive, legislative or judicial faction derived from a secular constitution (Kyari, 

2014). Yusuf began his radical and provocative preaching against other Islamic 

scholars such as Sheikh Jafar Adam, Sheikh Muhammad Abba Aji, Imam Ali 

Gabchiya and Sheikh Yahaya Jingir and against established political institutions. 

Moreover, in the course of delivering sermons, Yusuf was able to attract huge 

number of followers from among the youths in many of northern states including 

Yobe, Bauchi, Kano, Katsina and Kaduna (Desert Herald, 2009). Kyari (2014) 

opined that the main narratives of the sect, as outlined in Yusuf’s sermons, were 

distributed widely throughout northern Nigeria via the Islamist media of choice 
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(audio tapes). His literal interpretation of Qur’an led him to advocate that some 

subjects such as geography, geology, and sociology are forbidden (harām). 

It is worthy of note that Muslim jurist and scholars maintained that Boko Harām 

understanding of Islam differs or even conflicts with the understanding of the 

majority of the Muslims in the world. The group’s ideology includes disbelief 

(takfir) against Muslims; jihād against non-believers is a religious duty; 

conventional education is forbidden; democracy is disbelief and salaried 

employment under a secular government is forbidden. It should be made clear that 

Boko Harām considered themselves as the real Muslims and those others who do 

not follow their ideology as infidels. 

As noted above, the philosophy of the sect was the entrenchment of the Shari’ah 

law in the society by destroying modern state institutions. Failure to achieve their 

ambition resulted in revolt of the group against government. In the year 2009, Boko 

Harām took up arms against the Nigerian government after alleging that its 

members have been denied the right to practice their faith and that they are 

persecuted and massacred by security forces. However, the extra-judicial killing of 

Yusuf by security forces compelled his followers to declare an all-out war on the 

Nigerian society, leading to incessant kidnapping, killing, wanton destruction of 

properties which has created palpable fear in the heart of Nigerians in different 

parts of the country, especially the north east, where Boko Harām attacks are most 

frequent. After the death of Yusuf, the mantle of leadership went to Abubakar 

Shekau. Under Shekau’s leadership, Boko Harām went underground, re-organized, 

and resurfaced in 2010 energetically. They not only targeted their perceived 

opponents, but indiscriminately attacked security officials, politicians, civil 

servants and other authority figures. In addition, they also attack schools at all 

levels – universities, polytechnics, secondary schools and even primary schools, in 

Nigeria, mostly those in the north eastern part of the country (Mohammed, 2015). 

As the military crackdown intensified, Boko Harām became desperate and more 

militant, thereby resorting to more desperate measures, which they had despised in 

the past, such as burning of school buildings, attacking telecommunications 

facilities, killing and kidnapping of foreigners, and killing of health officials at 

routine vaccination clinics, as well as random shooting of pupils and teachers at 

schools (Mohammed, 2015). In response to high levels of terrorist attacks in the 

region, the Federal government declared state of emergency in some local 

governments of Borno and Yobe States in January of 2012. When the insurgency 

continued unabated, state of emergency was extended to the states of Borno, Yobe 

and Adamawa in May 2013.  
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It should be note that Boko Harām insurgency has resulted in the rapid increase of 

the number of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in the region. It is recorded that 

as of June 2018, the estimated number of IDPs in Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, 

Gombe, Taraba and Yobe amounted to 1,918,508 people (Displacement Tracking 

Matrix, 2018). In a note shell, Borno, which is the worst hit of all the states lost 

over 20,000 lives, displaced more than a million and suffered property damage 

worth N1.9 trillion (Daily Trust, 2016). 

 

Causes of Boko Harām Terrorism in the North-East Nigeria       

Several causes for the outbreak of Boko Harām sectarian crisis exist. They include 

the following.  

The main cause of Boko Harām crisis is inadequate knowledge of Islam. As noted 

earlier, Boko Harām understanding of Islam differs or even conflicts with the 

understanding of the majority of the Muslims in the world. This is due to 

inadequate knowledge of Islam. Moreover, Boko Harām cites most of its references 

out of context, interpret verses of the Qur’an and traditions of the Prophet (PBUH) 

in a way that conflicts with the understanding of the salaf (pious predecessors) and 

misquote Muslim jurists. For instance, Boko Harām divides the world into two 

groups: Muslims and non-Muslims. For them, the only relationship between 

Muslims and non-Muslims is that of constant warfare and massacre until every 

non-believer accepts Islam or is killed which is against the teachings of Islam as 

mentioned in the Glorious Qur’ān Ch 2:256: “There is no compulsion in the 

religion”. The foregoing scenario eventually described as the main cause paved the 

way for the group to cause violence and criminality in the society. 

Boko Harām crisis was also attributed to inflecting of injustice and lack of civil 

liberties. This was as a result of injustice meted out to their former leader 

Muhammad Yusuf and 700 members of the sect who were extra judicially 

murdered by the Nigerian police without the perpetrators brought to book. In 

addition to that, the sect also claims that many of their members were being 

detained for belonging to the group. Moreover, Modu (2017) observed that Ali 

Modu Sheriff the former governor of Borno State betrayed the sect for not 

introducing Shari’ah legal system in the state. Muhammad Yusuf stated that they 

could no longer live in a place that was not governed by the Shari’ah law. In 

addition to that, Yusuf severally stated in his tafsir and sermon that corruption, 

mismanagement, and lack of accountability on the part of the country’s leadership 

aggravated the sect to seek for justice by declaring war against the Nigerian 

government (Modu, 2017).    
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Furthermore, over the years, the Nigerian economy was in crises which made 

government to neglect basic issues like provision of social amenities such as pipe 

borne water, hospitals, roads, and education as well as employment opportunities 

among others. The absent of these amenities led to deplorable social and economic 

conditions which triggered off social and religious unrest in the north. The north 

east has failed to perform as expected particularly in key human development 

sectors such as health, education and social security are in shambles. These couples 

with the issue of Almajiri (a student who leaves his parent for Qur’anic education) 

largely under age living far from their families – begging for alms for survival, 

particularly in Borno state where growing urbanization and deepening poverty 

provide the grounds for criminality and easy radicalization (Mala and Ibrahim, 

2015). In addition to that, it is interesting to observe that almost all the insurgency 

that took place in Maiduguri were largely concentrated in poor neighborhoods 

within the city. Thus while places like Shehuri North, Bulabulin, Ngarannam, 

Kawar-Maila, Gwange, Zannari, Mafoni and Lamisula wards recorded the highest 

rate of insurgency, because youth are involved by the sect to engage in the killing 

and burning of schools and Churches for a token fee as low as five thousand Naira 

per episode (Dlakwa, 2015). This entails that emergence of Boko Harām crisis has 

been attributed to poverty and economic deprivation. Several scholars also 

believed that poverty and longstanding economic disparities in the north east part 

of the country made the youths to join the Boko Harām movement. For example, 

the BBC Africa analyst, Richard Hamilton, John Campell the former ambassador 

of US to Nigeria, and Ambassador Johnnie Carson, the US assistant secretary of 

state for Africa all opined that poverty as the underlying factor fuelling Boko 

Harām insurgency. According to them poverty remains the major problem that 

causes frustration and idealness among the youths which later become the 

recruitment target of the insurgent group (Mohammed, 2015).  

At this juncture, we need to look at the position of Nigeria’s economy. There is no 

doubt that Nigeria is the 26th largest economy in the world and the first largest 

economy in Africa naturally endowed with mineral resources and naturally blessed 

with fertile land that is good for both cash and food crops and it has high potentials 

for industrial and economic development. The discovery of crude oil is an 

additional advantage to the country and this serves as her major foreign exchange 

income. In spite of all these divine blessings, it is sad to note that majority of its 

population wallow in abject poverty. According to the World Resources Institute’s 

environmental resource portal earth trends, about 70 percent of Nigerians live on 

less than one dollar a day and 66-70% living below the poverty line. In addition, 
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the incidence of poverty has significantly increased in Nigeria since 1980. The 

percentage of the Nigerian population that were classified as ‘extremely poor’ over 

the last three decades as follows: 6.2% (1980); 12.1% (1985); 13.9% (1992); 29.3% 

(1996); 22.0% (2004) and 38.7% (2015) (National Bureau of Statistics, 2012).  

The table below shows the huge disparities between different geo-political zones 

in terms of access to social amenities in Nigeria. The North-east where Boko 

Harām crisis started is lagging behind in terms of access to basic infrastructure. 

 

Table1: Statistics of Social Conditions in Nigeria 

Zone Grouping of 

State  

Access to safe water (% of 

household) 2009/2010 

Access to electricity (% 

household) 2009/2010 

Average population 

per doctor 2010 

North 

East 

Adamawa  

Bauchi 

Borno 

Taraba 

Yobe 

 

 

23.18 

 

 

14.8 

 

 

44.55 

North 

West 

Kano 

Katsina 

Kebbi 

Jigawa 

Sokoto 

 

 

25.76 

 

 

11.94 

 

 

88.52 

North 

Central 

Benue  

Kaduna 

Kogi 

Kwara 

Niger  

Plateau  

 

 

28.55 

 

 

34.22 

 

 

9.05 

South 

East 

Abia 

Anambra 

Enugu  

Ebonyi 

Imo  

 

 

35.93 

 

 

38.43 

 

 

6.38 

South 

West 

Lagos  

Ogun 

Ondo 

Osun 

Oyo 

 

44.36 

 

66.7 

 

6.90 

South 

South 

AkwaIbom 

Cross River 

Delta  

 

 

30.7 

 

 

35.1 

 

 

81.80 
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Edo  

Rivers 

Source: Democracy in Nigeria: Capacity Building Series 

 

Furthermore, Klaus Toepfer observed that when people are denied access to clean 

water, soil and air to meet their basic human needs, poverty would raise ill health 

and sense of hopelessness. Desperate people can resort to desperate solutions. 

Moreover, Nchi (2013) opined: 

“Poverty and Ignorance are fertilizers for insurgency anywhere and in any age. 

When they combine and cloak themselves in religious, ethnic or other partisan 

robes, they become ready incendiary for the most brutal and reckless of violence” 

(Nchi, 2013). 

Similarly, Valarie Thompson is of the opinion that Boko Harām is a product of the 

global Islamic insurgency that was only created by economic and political 

conditions. It is a product of the colonial past, or continuation of it Islamic history. 

The same opinion upheld by Ahokegh, but in his own opinion, he associated the 

causes of the Boko Harām crises with all of the encompassing factors such as the 

political, economic, social and religious factors. He cited so many examples such 

as poverty, which emanated as a result of the political imbalance and corruption in 

the country (Chiroma, et al 2014). The above submission shows that it is most 

likely to conclude that poverty serve as a driving force for attracting unemployed 

youths in to the Boko Harām.  

Unemployment is another cause of Boko Harām insurgency. The menace of 

unemployment has become a threat to our corporate existence, growth and 

development as a people. Unemployment has become a major problem tormenting 

the lives of the Nigerian youths and this poses a serious menace to Nigeria as a 

country. Unemployment causes dejection, frustration, desperation and dependency 

on family members and friends. This dependency situation has left the youths in 

vicious cycle of chronic poverty that daily erodes their confidence of bright future. 

In such a case, most of these unemployed youths are the primary target of the 

insurgents (Adebayo 2014). Human Rights Watch reports that Yusuf successfully 

attracted followers from unemployed youths by giving them food, money and 

shelter to their new ideology. Moreover, Alhaji Ali Ndume, stated that Boko Harām 

was an assemblage of youths who were school drop-outs and university graduates 

who were not gainfully employed and who believed that their state of hopelessness 

was caused by the government that imposed western education and failed to 

manage the resources of the country to the benefit of all (Danjibo, 2009). 
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Impact of Boko Harām Insurgency on Islamic and Western Education in 

Borno State 

1. Destructions of School Facilities 

The Boko Harām debacle, which is anti-government establishment primarily 

culminated in unbridled attacks on government buildings particularly on 

educational institutions, in its determination to eradicate ‘western education’, has 

generated unprecedented public uproar in north eastern Nigeria. The destruction of 

school facilities by the insurgents leaves basic education in a dire situation. A 

number of schools destroyed across the state amounted to 530. It was reported that 

5,355 classrooms and other school building were destroyed in primary, secondary 

schools and two tertiary institutions across the state. In Bama local Government 

Area for instance, the insurgents destroyed 519 classrooms in 92 schools and 2 

tertiary instructions. In Gwoza alone, 420 classrooms were destroyed (Daily Trust, 

2016). These assertions are represented in the table below. 

 

S/N NAME OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT AREAS 

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS 

COMPLETELY DESTROYED   

NUMBER OF REPAIRABLE 

SCHOOLS 

1. Abadam                     -           4  

2. Askira Uba                     -           2 

3. Bama                     60          32 

4. Biu                     1           2 

5.  Chibok                     6          - 

6. Damboa                    22          - 

7. Gubio                    14          2 

8. Gwoza                    14          56 

9. Guzamala                      -          1 

10. Jere                     14           - 

11. Kaga                     10          - 

12. Kala Balge                      2          - 

13. Kukawa                      -          1 

14. Mafa                     15          - 

15. Magumeri                      -         3 

16. Marte                      8          - 

17. Mobar                      1          - 

18.  MMC                      4          7 

19. Mongouno                       -          8 

20. Ngala                      7          - 

Source: Borno State Universal Basic Education Board, Maiduguri, 2014; Daily 

Trust, Vol.39, No.56, 2016.  
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At this juncture, it should be note that the Borno State government had embarked 

on massive construction and rehabilitation of schools destroyed by insurgents. 

Furthermore, on the impact of destruction of Islamiyyah and Sangaya schools, 

Abdul Hamid Bishara observed that on January 12, 2013, the sect destroyed Ali 

Adam School for Qur’anic memorization and Islamic Studies and Khalid Ibn Walid 

Islamic School in Ngarannam area. Moreover, Abdul Kafi Usman an indigene of 

Gamboru Ngala stated that Boko Harām destroyed many Islamiyyah schools and 

Sangayas which were not rebuild up to date.  

 

Loss of Islamic scholars and Teachers 

The loss of scholars and teachers are another effect of Boko Haram insurgency. Dr. 

Dani Mamman Chairman of the Academic Staff Union of Universities, UNIMAID 

chapter said that about five lectures of the institution died due to Boko Harām 

attack since the outbreak of the insurgency. In addition to that, three lectures from 

Mohammed Goni College of Legal and Islamic Studies were killed namely, 

Mallam Tahir Sadiq, Barrister Baba Gana Alkali and Mallam Muhammad Alhaji 

Bukar. Moreover, in an interview, Mallam Muhammad Isa Chairman of Islamiyya 

Schools in Maiduguri stated that several Islamic scholars and teachers were killed 

by the insurgents in Maiduguri, the state capital. Popular among such scholars 

include Goni Mustapha Ali of Gwange, Mallam Bashir Kashawara, Mallam Goni 

Abdulssalam Goni Bashir, Goni Mallam, Mallam Shettima Jawullam among 

others. On March 13, 2011, the sect also killed a renowned Islamic cleric Ahmed 

Abdullah at his mosque in Gomari. Another prominent Islamic cleric, Liman Bana, 

was killed on August 12, 2011, on his way home after observing his prayers at 

Ngala mosque. Furthermore, in an interview with Mallam Goni Bukar who stated 

that in Konduga Council many scholars and their students were massacred. Among 

them was Goni Lawan Konduga. He stated further that Goni Merremi Mainok a 

prominent Islamic scholar in Benisheik who has been running Sangaya, for over 

forty years was killed in his house. In 2014 when Bama Local Government was 

captured by the insurgents’ more than twenty-four scholars were killed. Among 

them, include Goni Karuye who was massacred along with his twenty-one students 

(Almajiris) in his house. Eyewitness account from Gamboru Ngala Local 

communities who escaped the terrorist attract stated that countless number of 
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scholars in Gamboru and Ngala towns were killed by the insurgents. Among such 

includes Goni Gumbule, Goni Modu Musarambe, Goni Muhammad Gambo, Al-

Goni Abdurrahman, Mai Ngalama, and Goni Gaidawu. Moreover, in an interview, 

Mallam Bashir Usman an indigene of the area said that the sect destroyed many 

Islamiyya schools and Sangayas. Among them include Ma’had Muhammad Bashir 

Islamic Institute; Sheikh Kailani Islamiyya School and Sangaya of Algoni Abuna 

were completely destroyed. In Gwoza local government, Mallam Umar Hamman 

(2018) indicated that Boko Harām killed the chief Imam of Gwoza in the person 

of Imam Ibrahim bin Ahmad, Khalifa Buba Alhaji Adamu Chakawa, Ustaz Ahmad 

Vagaya and many others were forced to flee to other parts of the country. He further 

said that, exact statistics on the death toll resulting from Boko Harām attacks is 

hard to count. However, several people interviewed during our fieldwork in some 

local government areas in 2018 stated that the sect killed many scholars and 

Almajiris.  

Commenting on the adverse effect of the terrorists’ activities Muhammad (2016) 

stated that Boko Harām insurgency hindered the smooth operation of Islamic and 

western education in Borno State. He further noted that the crisis have affected the 

smooth running of Islamic scholarship and learning which the State was noted for. 

One of the major setbacks is that many scholars and teachers were either maimed 

or killed by the insurgents and were forced to migrate to other locations for safety, 

and some of them even left the country because of fear of attack by the sect or the 

security forces. In addition, the remaining Islamiyyah and Sangaya schools were 

operating in fear and uncertain conditions. It even resulted in disappearance of most 

of the Sangaya Qur’anic schools in most parts of the State particularly in Bama, 

Gwoza, Gamboru Ngala, and Mongouno. This has brought a major setback not 

only in the progress of the state but also to the development of Islamic and western 

education (Muhammad, 2016). Moreover, according to desk officer in charge of 

schools, many teachers were killed by the sect, particularly in Basic Education. 

Teachers killed in Basic Education alone amount to 450 (Borno State Universal 

Basic Education Board, Maiduguri). 

 

Loss of Pupils and Students 

According to Graca Machel quoted by Durojaye (2016) attacking schools during 

armed conflict is a grave violation of children's rights. Such attacks are mounted 

against students this include killing, abduction, kidnapping, illegal detention, 

torturing, sexual abuse of and forced recruitment of school children and result in 

the violent denial of children's right to access to education. The attacks by the 
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insurgents have led to the deaths of many children in the state. From the beginning 

of 2012, around 1000 school children and Almajiris have been killed while some 

were wounded. However, as of 2014 to date, total number of pupils/students killed 

and abducted undetermined. This shows that all the murderous forays of Boko 

Harām’s prime targets were always the schools, their students and teachers (Borno 

State Universal Basic Education Board, Maiduguri). 

 

Effect on School Attendance 

The north-eastern part of Nigeria, which is being ravaged by Boko Harām, has 

ordinarily recorded a low literacy level, as it has the highest proportion of out-of-

school children. It was discovered that Boko Harām insurgency has led to the 

developmental challenges through destruction of lives and properties, destruction 

of schools which have led to the closing down of so many schools. It had far-

reaching consequences on the education of many students more especially female 

students. Modu (2017) observed that as a result of the incessant attacks on schools, 

over one million children have been forced out of school. The closing of the schools 

paralyzes all educational activities and alters school calendars. Durojaye (2016) 

added that students stay longer on campuses (schools) than they ought to stay. He 

further observed that insurgency brings about high dropped out rate of school 

children mostly in rural and urban areas (Durojaye, 2016).  

It should be noted that Borno State has had the most devastating experience of 

Boko Harām insurgency, with a huge negative impact on Islamic and Western 

education. Between 2014 up to 2016, school attendance has been drastically 

reduced owing to attacks on schools and the kidnapping which have left many 

children hurt and particularly the abduction of the Chibok girls, all secondary 

schools have been shut down, affecting 120,000 students (Santos, 2014). This also 

has forced parents to keep their daughters away from school for very long time.  

 

Conversion of Schools to Refugee Camps 

In the North East, Borno has witnessed influx of IDPs from different parts of the 

state since 2014 to date. Many schools were forced to shut down, and the deserted 

schools buildings have been converted into shelters for Internally Displaced 

Persons (IDPs). Among such schools, include Mohammed Goni College of Islamic 
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and Legal Studies hosting IDPs from Abadam community. Others schools include 

Government Girls Secondary School; Government College; Maiduguri, Sanda 

Kyarimi; Arabic Teachers College; Women Teachers College; Government Girls 

College and Yerwa Government Secondary School. The table below indicates 

these statements with the opening date of the school camp and the total number of 

IDPs.  

S/N Name of the School Date Opened of the School Camp Total No. of IDPs  

1. Arabic Teacher’s College Maiduguri 4th  Oct. 2014 2,750 

2. Government College Maiduguri 18th Sept. 2015 18,009 

3. Shehu Sanda Kyarimi ii 2nd Feb. 2015 6,900 

4. Yerwa Girls Secondary School 2nd Sept. 2014 6,300 

5. Women Teachers College Maiduguri 5th June 2014 5,191 

6. Government Girls College 18th Sept. 2015 2,314 

7. Fori Primary School 18th Sept. 2015 2,600 

8. Mohammed Goni College of Legal and Islamic Studies, Maiduguri 3rd Jan. 2015 48,000 

Source: Borno State Emergency Management Agency, 2015.  

 

It should be noted that in 2016, Borno state government resettled the IDPs to 

temporary camps while others were relocated to librated community. It is a glaring 

fact that IDPs in Mohammed Goni College of legal and Islamic Studies were not 

relocated to a temporary camp. This will in no small measure affects education of 

hundreds of students. It is pertinent to note that, some of the IDPs children had 

often been seen roaming the street of Maiduguri for begging. In addition to that 

Modu (2017) further observed that IDPs resides at schools did not have access to 

education.  

 

Conclusion 

Attempts have been made so far to discuss the impact of Boko Harām insurgency 

on Islamic and Western education in Northeastern Nigeria, Borno as a case study. 

The insurgency has turned the northeast which used to be one of the most stable 

and peaceful regions in the country to become the most volatile, insecure and high 

risk region in the last decade. The effect of Boko Harām insurgency in Borno State 

has been quite enormous with heavy human and material losses, massive 

displacement of people at a scale never witnessed before from any natural or man-
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made disaster in the state. The effect on the state of education has equally been 

worrisome; destruction of school facilities and dearth of infrastructure in the 

schools; scholars, teachers, and students of all categories had been killed or 

kidnapped. The implications are that the insurgency has led to setback on Islamic 

and western education not only in Borno state but also in the northeast zone and 

beyond.  

 

Recommendations 

Based on colossal effect of Boko Harām insurgency on Islamic and western 

education, the following recommendations were made. 

▪ Government should make Islamic education compulsory core subjects so 

as to break the ideology of Boko Harām. 

▪ Federal Government should embark on more viable programmes like free 

education at all levels in the north east particularly in Borno, Yobe and 

Adamawa states. 

▪ Government should accelerate the pace of creating enabling environment 

with relevant social, economic, and physical infrastructure for business 

operations and industrial growth to provide gainful employment to youths 

who get easily tempted to   join the group. 

▪ Islamic scholars and teachers, especially in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa 

should be given incentives, such as special allowances to continue to 

compensate them for untold hardship, they suffered as a result of Boko 

Harām insurgency.  

▪ The Nigerian Government should be ready once again to dialogue with the 

group since force and repression alone cannot stop the Boko Harām 

insurgency. 
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