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Abstract 
The issues of bribery and corruption in Nigeria have taken a central stage in 

the polity as a matter of grave concern to all well-meaning citizens and 

Nigerian government. This is in view of the endemic nature of the corruption 

phenomenon in Nigeria which has hinders growth and indeed development. 

The issue of bribery and corruption in Nigeria has made government to set up 

the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and other 

institutions designed to combat the malaise of corruption and to promote good 

governance and transparency. The major objective of this paper is to assess 

the performance of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 

in its fighting against bribery and corruption in Nigeria, from 2000-2010. Data 

for the study were generated from both primary and secondary sources. The 

instrument for primary data collection is questionnaires, while for the 

secondary data collection includes published and unpublished text. The study 

also revealed that irrespective of the fact that, the Economic and Financial 

Crimes Commission (EFCC) has succeeded in reducing corruption in the 

country to some little degree, the same Act that created the Commission has 

on the other hand, constituted hindrance to the Commission by creating undue 

interference from the Office of the Attorney General of the Federation (AGF) 

and the Presidency, hence vitiating the autonomy of the Commission. The 

inability of other institutions in the temple of justice like the judiciary to 

apportioned appropriate punishment to the perpetrators of corruption has 

made the corruption issues in Nigeria as a good venture of wealth generation 

from peoples in power and others that are closer to them. The paper 

recommends for the independence of Economic and financial Crimes 
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commission (EFCC) need to been strengthen, removal of immunity clause by 

the Executives, improvement in educational infrastructural facilities and 

speedy dispensation of justice among the prosecuted corrupt officials as 

deterrence to others 

 

Keywords: Corruption, EFCC, Good Governance. 
 

 

Introduction 
Over the years, successive 

administrations in Nigeria have set up 

various institutions designed to fight 

corruption. These institutions have not 

functioned appropriately and as a result 

of institutionalize corruption that has 

been in the system for decades. The 

above scenario almost turned Nigeria 

into pariah nation. In foreign countries 

Nigerians were treated with suspicion 

and embarrassment and foreigners were 

wary of making Nigeria their 

investment destination. The more 

government devises genuine policies 

and plans to combat corruption, the 

more the implementation pattern seems 

to be frustrated. Many has argued and 

perceived corruption as real or 

imagined, is believed to be so endemic 

in Nigeria that public disapproval of it 

has gradually turned into tacit 

acquiescence and positive acceptance. 

When are we planning to go out of this 

wood and join the comity of respected 

and dignified nations of the world that 

is free from corrupt practices? 

This is the right time for Nigeria leaders 

stop paying lip service to public in the 

name of fighting corruption to act and 

investigate the hydra-headed problem 

of corruption for the sake of the unborn 

generations in country so that we can 

come up with right solution for benefit 

of the whole nation to enjoy the 

dividend of good governance in 

Nigeria.  The political and socio-

Economic destructive effects of 

corruption have been so overwhelming 

that damage the entire lives of hundred 

million of Nigerian’s unless decisive 

steps were taken, the country might well 

be doomed. In spite of the several 

legislations and multiple institutions put 

in place to fight corruption, little result 

has been achieved. This has made 

people to lose hope in our ability to get 

out of this difficult situation’s various 

government in the country since 1999 

has demonstrated concern to fight the 

menace but real fact of the issue they 

end up fighting their political   opponent 

to meet the meet their political needs 

and goals.  

 

Research Problem 

Indeed, corruption is one of the greatest 

challenges of contemporary world. It 

undermines good governance, basically 
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distorts public policy, leads to the misallocation of resources, harms the private 

sector and particularly hurts the poor. Many aspects of bribery and corruption 

include accepting gratification, given or accepting gratification through agent, 

fraudulent acquisition of property: fraudulent receipt of property often committed 

through postal system, deliberate frustration of investigation and false or 

misleading statement to commission. 

Corruption respects no national boundaries and it deepens poverty around the globe 

by distorting political, economic and social life. Transparency International (TI) 

was borne out of the experience of people who witnessed firsthand, the real threat 

to human lives posed by corruption. Today corruption at the highest-level captures 

headlines everywhere and people are becoming aware of its disastrous 

consequence.  In fact, Nigeria constitution has a careless view of corruption; 

unaware that it undermines every development process of the country. The 1999 

constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria is older than ICPC, let alone her 

sister EFCC. Law makers or the constitutions of the Federation should not wallow 

in darkness or ignorance of not being aware of evil of corruption, which blows 

nobody any good.  

A careful and sensitive look at the constitution makes one to ask the reason for the 

creation of EFCC. For instance, section 12 (1) of the 1999 constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria posits that the Federal Republic of Nigeria must be a 

state based on the principles of democracy and social justices. Also, section 15 (5) 

mandated her to abolish all corrupt practices and abuse of powers in Nigeria. As a 

derivative from the 1979 constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 

constitution of the same state, also created “A code of conduct Bureau for public 

officers to make them responsible, devoted, honest and objective in the discharge 

of their duty. The section 15 (5) afore-written, is further elaborated in section, 6, 8 

and 9 to the fifth schedules, part (1) of the same 1999 constitution under which the 

code of conduct Bureau was mandated to monitor and minister the rules while a 

code of conduct tribunal was put in place to try and punish officers who violate the 

law or code of conduct. More so, the criminal code section 98-115 and penal code 

of the same 1999 constitution of the Federal Republic provide punishment for 

people found guilty of bribery and corruption. Also, section 153 (1) option (a) 

posits that there shall be established for the federation code of conduct Bureau (one 

of the federal executive bodies). The entire arrangements of the constitutional 

provisions on this, ranging from the code of conduct for public officers, through 

the code of conduct Bureau, to the code of conduct tribunal, can be seen as an effort 

to stamp out corruption in Nigeria and ensure transparency, decency and 
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accountability in our public life. It is in these different sections of the 1999 

constitution mentioned above; especially the code of conduct Bureau, that EFCC 

has its basis. 

The ICPC Act 2000 was created out of the burning desire of the Obasanjo 

administration to stamp out corruption in Nigeria politics. The bill establishing this 

law was passed by the National Assembly and assented to, by the president on June 

13th, 2000. According to Obasanjo: 

Corruption was identified as number one enemy of development and progress. 

Combating corruption was easily the number one priority action for our 

administration… corruption is a cankerworm that has eaten deep into the fabric of 

our society at every level. It has caused decay and dereliction within the 

infrastructure of government and the society in physical, social and human terms. 

Corruption has been responsible for the inability of the successive governments 

since the first republic. Every coup then has been in the name of stamping out the 

disease called corruption. Unfortunately, the cure often turns out to be the worst 

than the disease… Nigerians external image took a serious bashing as our beloved 

country, began to feature every corruption index” (Anti-corruption law, 2004:4). 

Given the above, Obasanjo administration has the belief that the new anti-

corruption crusade would “mark a turning point in all the major aspects of our lives 

individually, collectively, economically, politically and socially” (FRN, 2004:4) 

The administration first created the commission referred to as ICPC, charged with 

the responsibility of receiving and investigating any report of official corruption or 

conspiracy to ‘commit or attempt to commit, to examine the practices, system and 

procedures’ of public bodies that are corrupt prone in its view, provide advice to 

support, to facilitate its functions. 

EFCC also came into existence as result of apex court decisions, constitutional 

power and Obasanjo’s determination to combat corruption. The EFCC Act 2004 

mandated the commission to investigate and prosecute all economic and financial 

crimes by any person or persons or corporate bodies in Nigeria. Secondly, if the 

life style of anybody cannot be found within the context of his income, the 

commission is empowered to invoke the criminal code and penal code to ensure 

the fight against economic and financial crimes in the country. The commission is 

also saddled with the responsibility of investigating terrorism and terrorist’s 

tendencies. Obasi (2007:45) 

On the other hand, corruption is as old as the country itself. All through the military 

eras till date there were cases of bribery and corruption here and there. In August 

27, 1985, IBB regime was fraught with massive corruption to the extent that it was 
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in his tenure that corruption was institutionalized and customized as a tradition.  

Also, in 1994, under the regime of General SaniAbacha instituted  a panel under 

the chairmanship of respected economist, Dr. Pius Okigbo. The panel was expected 

to come up with practical solutions that would lead to the reform and reorganization 

of the central Bank of Nigeria, grossly abused under Babangida regime. The 

panel’s report exposed the outrageous frittering away of $12.4 billion income from 

oil using the conduct of special accounts. Babangida ran a government which was 

accountable to no one else but himself. The Bank of credit and commerce 

international (BCCI), a rogue bank for drug barons and money launderer’s 

worldwide, was used as a conduct to siphon money out of the country. Throughout 

the IBB years, the bank enjoyed a lucrative presence in Nigeria. 

The Abacha’s regime was as well fraud led with massive corruption. He involved 

in corrupt practices where his major illegal business deal was oil. The regime 

violated human rights and abuses power indiscriminately. The funds 

misappropriated shook national treasury and this has been the reason he wanted to 

remain in power perpetually if not for death. 

The sudden death, of General SaniAbacha on June 8, 1998, pulled the nation from 

the brink of assured civil war and paved way for the emergency of General 

AbdulsalamiAbubakar as the head of state. A man said to be an honest man with a 

large heart, pledged to return the nation to democratic rule in ten months. However, 

only a few weeks in power, chairman of the National Economic Intelligence 

Committee (NEC) Prof. Aluko made a shaking disclosure to the effect that $50 

million was missing from the nation’s coffers. General Abubakar stated that the 

missing money was used to aid some neighboring African countries. Below shows 

the amount both in dollars, Swiss and Dutch looted by the past Nigerian leaders 

 

Classified looting of Nigeria funds 

1 Gen Babangida € 6.256B $7.4166 $2.00B Dm 9.00 #2.4645 

     b Trillion 

2 Gen Abubakar € 1.131B $2.33B $800B Dm 16 #0.4938 

      Trillion 

3 Mike Akhigbe €1.24B $2.426B $671B Dm 9,00 #0.8059 

      Trillion 

4 Jerry Useni €3.04B $2.01B $1.03B Dm #0.8059 

     900m Trillion 

5 Ismalla Gown €1.03B $2.00B $1.03B Dm #0.50176 

     700m Trillion  
     33 
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6 Umaru Dikko €4.46B $1.46B $700m Dm #0.89465 

     345m Trillion 

7 Paul Ogwuma €300m $1.42B $200m Dm #35 Billion 

     500m  

8 Sani Abacha €5.01B $4.09B $800 Dm 1.2107 

     3.01m Trillion 

9 Mohammed €300m $1.26 $150 Dm #0.2107 

 Aabacha    533m Trillion 

10 Abdul Abacha €700m $1.21B $900m Dm #0.3384 

     417m Trillion 

11 Wada Nas €300m $1.32B  Dm #0.2374 

     300m Trillion 

12 Tom Ikimi €400B $1.39B $153m Dm #0.252553 

     371m Trillion 

13 Don Etete €2.5B $1.03B $400m Dm361 #0.32743 

     m Trillion 

14 Dan Etiebet €2.5B $1.06 $700m Dm #0.56747 

     361m Trillion 

15 Majcal €600m $1.001B  Dm #0.199793tr 

 Mustapha    210m Illion 

16 Bashiru Dallatu €2.9B $1.09B $360m Dm #0.55549 

     1.43B Trillion 

17 Wushishi €2.3B $1.001B $161m Dm #0.55549 

     1.4BB Trillion 

18 Hasssan Adamu €300m $200m $700m  #0.1305 

      Trillion 

19 J.V. Danjuma €1.36b $1.02B $300m Dm190 #0.3427 

     M Trillion 

20 Ishaya Bamaiyi €120m $800m   #94.0 

      Billion 

Source: Financial Times of London (23July, 1999) The Nigeria commentator (vol. 

2 No. 4, 1999). 

 

When General Olusegun Obasanjo was vying for the office of the presidency under 

the platform of People’s Democratic Party (PDP) he never promised much. 

However, when Obasanjo won the election and assumed office on May 29, 1999, 

he took some drastic steps that left Nigerians surprise. For one thing, nobody 

expected Obasanjo to muster courage to cast the first stone at corruption. This well-

known looter of Nigeria treasury were the military past leaders most general. With 
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part of their loots, they sponsored Obasanjo to victory and thus probing past looters 

amount to disgracing this general and this looks like biting the finger that fed him. 

 

Research Questions 

This paper has raised concern on the following question to be investigated: 

1) What is the efficacy of Economic and Financial Crimes Commission in its 

fight against bribery and corruption in Nigeria? 

2) What level of autonomy has been granted to Economic and Financial 

Crimes Commission in the country? 

3) Can severe punishment of offenders boost the effective performance of 

EFCC? 

4) What are the challenges militating against the performance of EFCC in its 

fight against corruption? 

5) What is the way forward? 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The general objective of this study is to assess the performance of Economic and 

Financial Crimes Commission in its fight against bribery and corruption in Nigeria. 

While the paper has the specific objectives of the study are as follows: 

1) To examine the effectiveness or otherwise of EFCC in fighting corruption 

in Nigeria. 

2) To ascertain the extent at which EFCC is granted autonomy in performing 

it’s responsibly. 

3) To find out that the nature of severe punishment can boost the performance 

of EFCC in Nigeria 

4) To identify the various challenges facing Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) in carrying out its responsibility as a Crime Fighter in 

Nigeria. 

5) To proffer solutions that will strengthen Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission. 

 

Significance of the Study 

The significance of this study or research cannot be over emphasized because of 

the immense contribution it is supposed to offer in the area of development of 

knowledge in fighting corruption in Nigeria. Over the years, scholars and experts 

have dedicated much attention to the study of corruption and its effects on the 

underdevelopment and development of different world’s economies. This study 
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therefore is centered on the effects of corruption in Nigeria, and the war against the 

end called corruption and how the government has used certain policies and 

institutions to fight this malaise.  EFCC is studied as one the agents that champion 

the war against corruption in Nigeria economy. It is therefore hoped that this paper 

will highlight the effect of Corruption, dimensions of corruption and roles so far 

performed by EFCC to combat bribery and corruption in Nigeria.  This paper will 

also serve as a very relevant and important material for further research on 

activities of EFCC in war against bribery and corruption in Nigeria. Furthermore, 

it will also increase the literatures that exist on corruption among nations in the 

world. 

 

Definitions of Terms    

This paper has certain key concepts that shall be used repeatedly need to be defined 

and how they are to be applied to clarified issues for the purpose of proper 

understanding of the entire work. These concepts are as follows: 

Anti- corruption: This refers to the laws enacted for the operation of institutional 

mechanism for the fight against corruption in Nigeria, which are Code of Conduct 

Bureau (CCB), public Complaints Commission (PCC), the Independent Corrupt 

Practices and other Related Offences Commission (ICPC) and Economic and 

Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), etc. 

Autonomy: This is the ability to act and make decision without being controlled 

by anyone else. It entails independence, freedom from external control or 

influence. 

Corruption: This is the use of public power for private profit or benefit of a group 

or class, in such a way that constitutes a breach of law or of standards of high moral 

conduct. 

Bribery: This is the payment (in money or kind) that is given or taken in a corrupt 

relationship to pay or receive a bribe is corruption and should be understood as the 

essence of corruption. A bribe is a fixed sum, a certain percentage of a contract or 

any other favour in money, kind usually paid to a state official who can make 

contracts on behalf of the state or otherwise distribute benefits to companies or 

individuals, businessmen and clients. 

Embezzlement: This is theft of resources by people who are put to administer it; 

it is when disloyal employees steal from their employers. This a serious offence 

when public officials are misappropriating public resources, when state officials 

steal from the public institutions in which he or she is employed and from resources 

he is supposed to administer on behalf of the public. 
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Fraud: This means an economic crime that involves some kind of trickery, swindle 

or deceit Fraud is when a public official (agent) who is responsible for carryout the 

order of tasks assigned by his superiors (principal) manipulate the flow of 

information to his private profit. 

EFCC: This is the economic and financial crimes commission, established in the 

year 2002, by the commencement Bill, and got full stand by the EFCC 

(Establishment) Act 2004 as amended. 

Literature Review 

 

EFCC Establishment Act and the Organizational Structure 

In recognition of the magnitude and gravity of the preponderant economic and 

financial crimes in Nigeria such as money laundering, advance fee fraud, popularly 

known as 419, the Federal government of Nigeria and National Assembly, in 2001 

deemed it necessary to establish the Economic and Financial crime commission 

(EFCC), which according to EFCC information Hand book (2004:1) was amended 

in 2004. The commission (Establishment) ACT, 2002 of the National Assembly of 

Nigeria, according to the commencement clause of EFCC ACT, 2002 

 

Part 1 

(1). There is established a body to be known as the Economic and Financial crimes 

commission (in this Act referred to as the “commission”) which shall be constituted 

in accordance with and shall have such functions as are conferred on it by this Act. 

(2). The commission: 

(a). Shall be a body with perpetual succession and a common seal. 

(b). May sue or be sued in its corporate name and may, for the purpose of its 

function commission acquire, hold or dispose of property (whether movable or 

immovable); 

(c). is the designated financial intelligent unit (FIU) in Nigeria, which charged 

with responsibility of coordinating the various institutions involved in fight against 

money laundering and enforcement of all laws dealing with economic and financial 

crimes in Nigeria. 

Based on the foregoing, the EFCC (Establishment, etc). Act 2003 bestows on the 

commission the broadest and current laws against financial and economic crimes 

and terrorist activities in Nigeria at the moment. 

To sharpen its operational tools and competence, the commission engages in 

collaborative relationship with order professional agencies of government such as 

the Nigerian police force, the state security services and National intelligence 
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Agency. In addition, the commission is reaching out to friendly government for 

capacity building support and tooling to enable it effectively and efficiently fight 

both economic and financial crimes, and terrorism. 

2 (1) On the other hand, the composition of the commission shall consist of the 

following members: 

1 (a) Chairman, who shall. 

i. Be the chief Executive and Accounting of the commission. 

ii. Be a serving or retired member of any government security or law 

enforcement agency not below the rank of Assistant commission of police 

equivalent; and 

(iii) Possess not less than 15 years cognate experience. 

(b). the Governor of the Central Bank or his representative; and 

(c). a representative each of the following federal ministries 

i. Foreign Affairs, 

ii. Finance, 

iii. Justices. 

       (d). the chairman National Drug law Enforcement Agency or his 

representative; 

(e) the Director General of - 

a. the National Intelligence Agency, 

b. The Department of State Security Services or his representative; 

(f) the Registrar- General of the Corporate Affairs Commission or his 

Representative 

(g) Director General of Security Exchange Commission or his Representatives 

(h) Managing Director Nigeria Deposit insurance Cooperation of his 

representative 

       (k). the chairman, Nigerian communication commission or his representative; 

(l).  the Comptroller- General, Nigerian customs services or his representative; 

(j) Commissioner for Insurance of his Representatives 

(k)Poster Master General or his Representatives  

(m). the Comptroller- General Nigeria Immigration services or his representative; 

(n). the Inspector General of police or his representative; 

(o). four eminent Nigerians with cognate experience in any of the following, that 

is Finance, banking or accounting; and 

(p). the Secretary to the commission who shall be the head of administration. 

2. The members of the commission, other than the chairman and the secretary 

shall be part time members. 
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3. The chairman and members of the commission other than ex-officio 

members shall be appointed by the president and ratified by the senate. 

 

The Functions and Powers of EFCC 

The commission’s broad, statutory duties and responsibilities cover dealing with 

Economic and Financial Crimes, as well as combating terrorism and terrorist 

tendencies. The mandates of the commission with respect to its functions of 

fighting economic and financial crimes include the following; 

a) Enforcement and the due administration of the provision of this ACT. 

b) Investigation of all financial crimes including advance fee fraud, money 

laundering and counterfeiting, illegal change transfers, future market fraud, 

fraudulent encashment of negotiable instrument, computer credit card 

fraud, contract scam, etc. 

c) The co-ordination and enforcement of all economic and financial crimes 

laws and enforcement functions conferred on any other person or authority. 

d) Adoption of measures to identify, trace, confiscate proceeds derived from 

terrorist activities, economic financial crimes related offences. 

e) The adoption of measures which includes coordinated preventive and 

regulatory actions, introduction and maintenance of investigative and 

control methods on prevention of economic and financial related crimes. 

f) Facilitation of rapid exchange of scientific and technical information and 

the conduct of joint operations geared towards the eradication of economic 

and financial crimes. 

g) The examination and investigation of all reported cases of economic and 

financial crimes with a view to identifying individuals co-operate bodies or 

groups involved. 

h) Collaborating with government bodies both within and outside Nigeria 

carrying on functions wholly or in part analogous with those of the 

commission concerning - 

i. Identification, determination, of the whereabouts and activities of 

persons suspected of being involved in economic and financial crimes; 

ii. The movement of proceeds or properties derived from the commission 

of economic and financial and other related crimes; 

iii. The exchange of personnel or other experts; 

iv. The establishment and maintenance of a system for monitoring 

international economic and financial crimes in order to identify 

suspicious transactions and persons involved. 
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v. Maintaining data, statistics, records and reports on person, organization, 

proceeds, properties, documents or other items or assets involved in 

economic and financial crimes. 

vi. Undertaking research and similar works with a view to determining the 

manifestation, extent, magnitude and effects of economic and financial 

crimes and advising government on appropriate intervention measures 

for fighting same. 

vii. Dealing with matters connected with the extradition deportation and 

mutual legal or other assistance between Nigeria and any other country 

involving Economic and financial crimes. 

viii. Collecting reports relating suspicious financial transactions analyze 

and disseminate to all relevant Government agencies. 

ix. Maintaining a liaison with office of the Attorney General of the 

federation, the Nigeria customs services, the immigration and prison 

services Board, the central Bank of Nigeria, the Nigeria Deposit 

Insurance co-operation, the National Drug law Enforcement Agency, all 

government security and law enforcement agencies and such other 

financial supervisory institution in the eradication of bribery and 

corruption in Nigeria. 

x. Carrying out and sustaining rigorous public and enlighten campaign 

against economic and financial crimes within and outside Nigeria. 

xi. Carrying out such other activities as are necessary or expedient for the 

full discharge of all or any of the functions conferred on it under this 

Act. 

 

In addition to those basic functions enumerated above, the commission has been 

bestowed with special powers that enable it enforce specific powers and laws 

relating to economic and financial crimes which include following: 

Causing investigation to be conducted as to whether any person, corporate body or 

organization has committed any offence under this Act or other law relating to 

economic and financial crimes. 

The Anti-corruption agency is charged with the responsibility of enforcing the 

provision of- 

i. the money laundering Act 2004; 2003 No. 7 1995 No. 13 

ii. the Advance fee fraud and other Related offences Act 1995 

iii. The failed and looted Banks and other financial malpractices in Banks Act 

1994 as amended. 
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iv. the Banks and the financial institutions Act 1991, as amended; and 

v. Miscellaneous offence Act. 

vi. Any other law or regulations relating to economic and financial crimes, 

including the criminal code of penal code. 

 

Meanwhile, even as the EFCC is given mandate to fight corruption, there are 

certain limitations on the powers of the commissions. 

 

Types, Causes and Consequences of Corruption:  

According to Odekunle (1982:14), there are five (5) types of corruption in our 

society which are defined by the sphere or arena of special activities and integrated 

by the general principle of corruption. 

 

Political corruption 

The two main areas in which political corruption is manifested are the activities 

connected with election and succession, and the manipulation of people and 

institution in order to retain power and office. Political positions and resources are 

scarce and the prizes of office are high. Hence, the competition for such resources-

position involves every possible extralegal means-through corruption- in order to 

overcome obstacles and opposition. The 2007 election in Nigeria which was 

characterized by malpractice, irregularities and the subsequently nullification of 

the same election by various tribunals in the country show the manner in which 

Nigeria is corrupt politically. 

 

Economic corruption 

Corruption in the economic and business world is commonplace. Businessmen 

have been known to bid for favours to any level provided the economic cost of 

such favours does not exceed the returns and the value made possible by such 

corrupt acts. In normal operation, businessmen and entrepreneurs dislike obstacles 

of profit-making and therefore use corrupt means to prevent the normal 

institutional regulation, hasten or shorten procedures. 

 

Bureaucratic corruption 

Bureaucratic corruption involves buying favours from bureaucrats who formulate 

and administer government economic and political policies. The areas chiefly 

involved are the acquisition of foreign exchange, import licenses, industrial 

establishment, avoidance of tax and the like. Oluwadere and Ayuda (1974:10) 
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observes in this connection that “it is true that there are many situations in which 

people many bribe an official, thus tempting them away from the path of probity”. 

Ayuda argues that in some cases officials expected to be bribed for almost 

everything and the “worse still, they use their enormous powers of delay to force 

people to bribe them”. Such bribes and corrupt payments according to Leff 

(1964:8) are not legitimized by proper government process. Rather, they are 

appropriated by the bureaucrat, not by the state, and they involve subversion of 

government’s political and economic policies. The strength of any government and 

the success of its programmes depend largely on an effective implementation of its 

policies by bureaucrats. In this case, it becomes obvious that social development 

involves the efficiency of the bureaucracy and the probity of bureaucrats. Anything 

else is a non-rational and illogical that is Development, Bureaucracy, Efficiency 

and probity are central issues in the critique of corruption. 

 

Judicial corruption 

Allegations of corruption are rife against law enforcement agencies and the courts, 

both indigenous and modern. Judicial corruption plays on the relative position of 

buyers in the social structure and the use of wealth to secure police attention and 

bails, and even to pervert the administration of justice. In this regard, it has been 

alleged that some judges sell justice in our courts as marketable commodity. This 

must have prompted one of our legal luminaries, justices Chukwudifu Oputa to 

make the following declaration: 

Corruption is the greatest malady to affect any court system, for the court is our 

human attempt to attain justice through the law justice in our courts should never 

become a marketable commodity blatantly auctioned with the hammer going down 

to the highest bidder. Our judges should realize that it is not for fun that they are 

addressed as ‘Honorable justice’. They should also realize that justice is an attribute 

of God Himself, Ogiri (2004:14) in Anyebe (2007:58). 

In recognition of this fact Olufokunbi (1962) observed that “it would be alarming 

because unconsciously we still realize that corruption should not spread on a large 

scale into the administration of justice”. It would be tragic for the nation if such a 

corrective institution becomes polluted. 

 

Moral corruption 

The anonymity in contemporary societies, particularly in urban and cosmopolitan 

centres, has worsened, or some cases only created condition which favour moral 

depravity. The desire for employment, the wish to show wealth through the 
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acquisition of women, the flamboyant demonstration of individual materialistic 

possessions in the midst of social poverty, the exploitation of man by man-the 

powerless poor by the powerful rich, etc, all belong to the types of moral 

corruption. 

The implication of criticism here is that the possession of wealth is right only when 

it is employed to serve the needs of society and its members. Lust, incest, avarice 

and covetousness, etc are abhorred in the society. In this regards Otite (1982) 

observed that ‘there is so much self-interest and greed in our society that the 

political rulers and top bureaucrats flout public moral code, and indeed our top elite 

are generally morally vulnerable”. This bring to mind the immoral act 

demonstrated in the Ministry of Health by the two ministers and top bureaucrats in 

the ministry regarding the unspent N00 million that was to be paid back to 

government account. 

 

Causes of Corruption 

Osakwe (2004:178) has identified causes of corruption in Nigeria as follows: They 

are excessive materialism, bureaucratic bottleneck, poor leadership and non-

existence of social services. 

1. Excessive Materialism- One of the reasons for corruption in the Nigerian 

society is the avaricious ways in which we live. No person seems to be satisfied 

with what he or she has. Greed and insatiable quest for material wealth highly 

dominate the life of the Nigerian. Nigerians according to Okolo (1994:32) “define 

social success and importance practically in terms of money and material value 

alone”. He further noted that: 

A correct reading of the Nigeria character particularly from the period of the 

historical accident of the “oil boom” is an undeclared but clearly defined craze to 

amass as much money and wealth as possible with means fair or foul, for it very 

much matters to him the size of his bank book, his number of housing estates, the 

number of transport cars, how many of his relatives, children’s or otherwise are in 

high economic positions;, how much he spends on funerals; weddings, social 

parties etc 

All these are phases of and dynamics of acquisitive instincts as deeply rooted in 

the Nigerian psyche, which predispose her to corruption. Excessive materialism 

therefore can certainly be regarded as an important root-cause of corruption in 

Nigeria 

2. Bureaucratic Bottleneck – Bureaucratic bottleneck is a source that 

encourages corruption in Nigeria Corruption according to Ndubisi is used to “cut 
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red-tapism in a rigid bureaucratic system”. There is a slow-pace of bureaucratic 

action in Nigeria hence making institutions of government inadequate to fulfill the 

demand placed upon them. There is wide inefficiency in our governmental system. 

What is most painful is the evidence of non-commitment in achieving the goals 

and objectives of governmental organizations by people who work in them. There 

is too much delay in prosecuting and delivering public services. Thus, if you go to 

some government parastatals like Nigeria Telecommunications Limited (NITEL) 

and Nigerian Postal Services (NIPOST) for instance, unless you are known by the 

workers, you can stay there all day. Even when you are served, the workers will 

demand some gratification. 

Public officials in Nigeria ask for and receive bribes and kickbacks from fellow 

citizens and foreigners to accelerate the pace of action by sidetracking laid down 

civil service rules and regulations. The observation of this fact led Emezi (1998:6) 

to comment thus: 

Corruption seems to provide an alternative means of allocation or access to 

decision making. This is so because where bureaucracy is both elaborate and 

inefficient, the provision of strong personal incentives to bureaucrats may be the 

most effective means to speed action. On this premise, corruption is legitimized by 

the faulty operation of western-style institutions and norms. 

3. Poor Leadership- Poor leadership is another source that encourages 

corruption in Nigeria. There is poor conceptualization of leadership in Nigeria. 

Leadership in Nigeria according to Obasi (2000:141) has largely been 

hypocritical”. Right from 1960 when Nigeria gained independence, the political 

elites be it civilian or military pursue selfish interest at the expense of the public; 

they have demonstrated that the struggle and scramble for power among them are 

for sharing the spoils of political office. Since then, every political office has been 

subjected to abuse. They loot public treasury with impunity. As the public observes 

the brazen pervasion of normative values by their leaders and their agents, they do 

not find any justification or motivation to cherish such values. Hence the tendency 

for the masses to imitate their leaders. This explains why the messenger who 

receives unjust wages will declare your file missing until you bribe him; it also 

explains why policemen extort money from the public without having any sense of 

guilt. 

Achebe (1983:10) minced no words in his categorical assertion that: Nigerians are 

what they are only because their leaders are not what they should be”. 

4. Non-Existence of Social Services- In many capitalist countries, they 

operate social welfare and security benefits for their people to lessen the impact or 
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effect of capitalism, which is exploitation oriented but in Nigeria they are lacking. 

In line with this Ikejiani-Clark (1995:147) asserted thus: 

Corruption is an easy method to receive large unearned Profit in order to be secure 

in case of any eventuality such as ill-health, job retrenchment or death. There is no 

national system of security, health insurance or deteriorated and chaotic health 

care, the old aged and the handicapped have to fend for themselves due to demands 

of modernity In Nigeria, there is inflation, unemployment, unjust wages, love for 

and practice of extended family system. Most families find it very difficult to meet 

their financial obligation in the face of growing poverty and disillusionment. 

This financial obligation often imposed by the extended family system as a result 

of non-existence of social services makes many Nigerians strive at all cost to ‘get 

rich-quick’ no matter the available means used in attaining such goals. The result 

is bribery, corruption and diversion of public funds for private use. 

 

Consequences of Corruption 

The consequences of corruption are usually framed in moralistic negative terms. 

Yet an analysis of our social reality indicates that there are more or less concealed 

positive sides of corruption. 

 

Negative Consequences 

These assumed that social development can best be achieved by uncorrupt 

government and bureaucrats. Corruption therefore is anti-development because: It 

increases operational costs and reduces profit and benefits. 

It is anti-government by creating distrust of bureaucrats and other corrupt 

functionaries and hence constitutes social obstacle to the execution of projects. 

It weakens government by making policy maker timid in taking bold steps to curb 

excesses of citizens. It creates unwillingness to make sacrifice such as the payment 

of taxes or the practices of compulsory savings schemes found necessary for social 

development in a situation where citizens become cynical and where immoral and 

self-seeking bureaucrats and political rules displays their ill-gotten wealth. 

 

Positive consequences 

Yet a corrupt government may not necessarily impede social development. The 

basic nation here is that inefficient bureaucracy can reduce or remove red-tape 

where graft and bribes are introduced to act as incentives. In addition, this, those 

who accept the positive side of corruption argues that: 
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Widespread corruption could provoke resentment and promote the chances of 

revolution beneficial to society in the long run. Where government is inefficient or 

unwise in spending and priorities or where it lacks the capacity to tax excesses, 

corrupt practices including avoidance of tax may help accumulate capital which 

may be better utilized by entrepreneurs for development purposes. Where aliens 

are critical factors in socio-economic development, such as the Asian minority in 

East Africa, corruption help sustain this factor of development. Opportunities for 

corrupt practices may promote the willingness of businessmen and developers to 

take risks and also politicians and bureaucrats to implement policies and 

programmes. 

Corruption provides a chance for groups other than the political parties to articulate 

their interests, maintain a channel and get represented in the political process. In 

recognition of the positive aspect of corruption, Aboyede (1997:5) point out that 

“to pretend that corruption does not exist only worsen the problem of resources 

allocation, understanding its character may lead to better and more realistic 

planning”. 

 

Transparency International Corruption Ranking For Nigeria 2000-2010 

The table below reveals fact from Transparency International (TI) taken for eleven 

(11) years 2000-2010 which covered some number of countries in the world. 

Nigeria was the most corrupt country in 2000 and 2001 while 2002, 2003, 2004, 

2005 and 2006 Nigeria came the second most corrupt country in the world. 

However, there was little improvement in 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 when she 

descended to sixth, tenth, twenty first and thirty second respectively  

Records show that, the Corruption Perception Index (CPI) does not take a wholistic 

view on corruption; Idris (2010:76) argued that, “the CPI reveals only one side of 

corruption. Those who receive bribes and gratification help themselves with public 

funds and interests, etc. It does not cover those who offer bribes to win contracts 

and undue favour”. 

 

Table 5: Transparency International Corruption Ranking for Nigeria: 2000-

2010. 

S/NO YEAR CPI NO. OF NO. OF RANKING REMARKS 

   SURVEY  COUNTRIES   

   USED     

1 2000 1.2 4  90 90 First in corruption, ninety ranking 

       out of ninety countries survey. 

2 2001 1.3 4  91 91 First in corruption, ninety-one 

       ranking out of ninety-one countries 
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       examined. 

3 2002 1.2 6  95 94 Second in corruption, out of ninety 

       five countries survey. 

4 2003 1.4 6  99 98 Second in corruption out of ninety 

       nine countries survey. 

5 2004 1.2 8  102 101 Second in corruption, one hundred 

       and one ranking out of one hundred 

       and two countries survey. 

6 2005 1.4 7  133 132 Second in corruption one hundred 

       and thirty-two ranking out of one 

       hundred and thirty-three countries 

       examined. 

7 2006 1.5 6  136 135 Second in corruption, one hundred 

       and thirty-five ranking out of one 

       

       

      hundred and thirty-six countries 

      survey. 

8 2007 1.8 9 163 157 Sixth in corruption, one hundred 

      and fifty-seven ranking out of one 

      hundred and sixty-three countries 

      examined. 

9 2008 2.1 __ 165 155 Tenth in corruption, one hundred 

      and fifty-five ranking out of one 

      hundred and sixty-five countries 

      under survey. 

10 2009 2.2 8 179 158 Twenty first in corruption, one 

      hundred and fifty-eight ranking out 

      of one hundred and seventy-nine 

      countries survey. 

11 2010 2.2 8 179 147 Thirty second in corruption, one 

      hundred and forty-seven ranking 

      out of one hundred and seventy- 

      nine countries survey. 

SOURCE: Transparency International, Corruption Perception Index Quoted in 

Idris (2010:76) 

 

Theoretical Frame Work: Elite Theory 

The governing elite in Nigeria, by virtue of their social characteristics and 

privileges of office are united and operate as a formidable team against the hungry 

and poverty-stricken mass of the population who are easily divided and distracted 

on account of daily pressure for sustenance and necessities of life. The divide and 

rule by the elite thus inhibit any genuine effort to advance common cause in form 

of qualitative education, shelter, basic infrastructure and other amenities, which are 

grossly inadequate in Nigeria. Madunagu (2005) brings this to fore by asserting 

that “the dominant fraction of the Nigeria ruling classes do not use the wealth they 
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loot from the Nigeria for the benefit of “their people” although these poor people 

whose names are invoked in vain are often mobilized to fight their imaginary 

enemies.” 

No matter how democratic a government may pretend to be, fiscal issues or 

decisions are rarely taken in consultation with the mass of the people. This explains 

why fiscal practice in Nigeria has been subjected to serious manipulation by the 

elite. It is to such an extent that the majority of the population is not carried along 

at the conception/formulation stage, except at the implementation stage where they 

are affected. This top-bottom approach to decision-making characteristic of the 

elite, frequently generate conflicts. 

For instance, the governing elite in Nigeria receive the huge allocations from the 

federation account, and social services delivery is barely existent to have any 

meaningful impact on the majority of the population. Resources control agitations 

can thus be viewed as an elite creation and tool to manipulate the ignorant mass of 

the people in serving the elite agenda. The African Network for Environment and 

Economic Justice (ANEEJ, 2004:16) position that “the exploitation of public and 

private resources for the gain of the elite is embedded in institutionalized practice”, 

corroborate this assertion. 

The elites in Nigeria are not accountable to their people. Various allegations of 

public treasury looting by public officials and serving Governors in every zone in 

Nigeria bring this to the fore (for details, see Elendu and Sowore, 2005). And it is 

doubtful if there is anything the defenseless mass of the population can do about 

this, in view of the instrument of coercion at the disposal of the elite. In addition to 

the foregoing, to the extent that the governing elite in Nigeria cannot rise to the 

challenges of service delivery and qualitative life for their people, they may have 

become decadent and ineffective due to pleasures of easy living and privilege of 

power, in the words of Pareto, ANEEJ (2004:16) underscored this issue while 

positing the existence of a predatory state and elite in Nigeria, and concluded that 

“this may therefore explain the lack of development in the country despite over 

thirty five years of oil wealth” 

 

Research Design 

This paper work centers on examining the problem of bribery and corruption, with 

special, reference to EFCC as an agent of political and socio-economic change to 

stamp out corruption in Nigeria. Therefore, the study engages in assessing the 

performance of Economic and financial Crimes Commission with regards to the 

endemic corruption in the country. The project work shall be subjected to 
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examining a particular case study, which is mainly focusing on the level of 

corruption before the establishment of Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) and the level after the commission has been established. It 

uses Transparency International (TI) to measure the level of achievements and 

successes recorded before and after the commission came into being. That is, to 

determine whether corruption is reducing or increasing within the range of (2000-

2010). The research work therefore, employs questionnaire design in order to 

obtain meaningful answers from the respondents. 

 

Method of Data Collection 

It is indisputable fact that the value of any research work depends on the data 

method employed. In this research work, both primary and secondary sources of 

data collection are utilized. 

 

Population of the Study 

The target population for the research is the staff of Economic and Financial 

Crimes Commission (EFCC), Abuja. The population of Economic and Financial 

Crimes Commission (EFCC) staff is about 1,150 which constitute seconded staff 

of other organizations. The seconded staff are six hundred and ninety which is 

made up of four hundred and ninety junior and two hundred senior officers from, 

State Security Services (SSS), Customs, Securities and Exchange Commission 

(SEC), Civil Defence Corp (CDC), Nigeria Police Force (NPF), Nigeria 

Communication Commission (NCC), National Drugs & Law Enforcement Agency 

(NDLEA), Immigration, Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Nigeria Deposit 

Insurance Company (NDIC), Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) and National 

Security Printing and Minting Company (NSPMC); while the rest four hundred 

and sixty staff are core Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) staff 

with about two hundred and sixty (260) senior staff and two hundred (200) junior 

staff. In the final analysis, the commission has a total number of four hundred and 

sixty (460) senior staff and six hundred and ninety (690) junior staff which when 

sum up will give a total of one thousand, one hundred and fifty staff (1,150) 

(EFCC,2018). 

 

Sample Size 

Staff distribution and sample structure 

Class Organization Staff strength Selected No. Sample (%) 

Senior EFCC 460 87 18 
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Junior EFCC 690 110 18 

Total   197  

Source: Field Survey, 2019. 

The above table shows that, the sample structure is divided by senior staff 460, of 

which 18%, representing 87 staff was taken, while junior staff 690, of which 18 %, 

representing 110 staff was also considered. 

 

Sources of Data Collection 

In collecting data for this study, both primary and secondary sources of data will 

be used. 

1. Primary Data Collection: This approach of collecting data will essentially 

use the administration of questionnaire to select officers of Economic and 

Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and unclassified population of 

general public. 

2. Secondary Data Collection: This approach of collecting data will take into 

consideration the fact that, the research is within a time frame of 2002 to 

2010 and as such the background information for the evaluation is needed. 

These sources include published an unpublished material such as relevant 

books, journals, magazines, bulletins and consultation with professional 

bodies through the internet as well as newspapers. 

 

Presentation of the Result 

The paper has revealed some issues surrounding the fights against corruption in 

Nigeria. The activities, operations and efforts of the EFCC are obvious manifesting 

in the arrest, prosecution and punishment of the wrongdoers since its inception. 

Seemingly great feats in the fight against corruption in Nigeria, certain factor has 

limited the efforts of the commission. Factors such as immunity politics and 

manipulation retarded so much the activities of the EFCC. 

The immunity placed on certain public officers handicapped the commission from 

prosecuting the offenders. These personalities are the president, Vice-president, 

Governors and Deputy Governors. For instances, 1999 constitution of the federal 

republic of Nigeria section 308 (1) options (a) (b) (c) opines; 

a.  “No civil or criminal proceedings shall be instituted or continued against a 

person to whom this section applies during his period of office. 

b. A person to whom this section applies shall not be arrested or imprisoned 

during that period either, on pursuance of the process of any court or 

otherwise; c. A process of any court requiring or compelling the 
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appearances of a person to whom this section applies, shall be applied for 

or issued Provided that in ascertaining whether any period of limitation, has 

expired for the purposes of any proceedings against a person to whom this 

section applies, no account shall be taken of his period of office..Sub-

section (2) holds the provisions of sub-section (1) of this section shall not 

apply to civil proceedings against a person to whom this section applies in 

his official capacity or to civil or criminal proceeding in which such a 

person is only normal party. Then sub-section (3) pointed out the 

personalities to whom this applies to thus: 

 

This section applies to a person holding the office of president or Vice-president, 

Governors or Deputy Governor; and reference in this section to “period of office” 

is a reference to the period during which the person holding such is required to 

perform the functions of the office, 

With the above constitution provision, the powers of the EFCC are limited because 

of the above-named personalities stand unprosecutable and unsuitable by EFCC, 

while in office. 

Another limiting factor to the EFCC’s operations is the so-called manipulation and 

control of the commission by the presidency. The war against corruption is 

selective and discriminatory as a result of influence of presidency. The president 

tells them the people to prosecute. EFCC as a watchdog against corruptions should 

be blind and must not take side. To some people EFCC is just an instrument in the 

hand of the presidency in fighting his political foes and those that wouldn’t submit 

to his dictates. 

 

What are Achievements of the EFCC Operations in Nigeria? 

The commission has bettered the lives of Nigerians as a result of the following; 

EFCC since inception has bettered the lives of Nigeria in numerous ways. It has 

dealt decisively with corrupt politicians and another fraudster. For instance, it has 

arrested and prosecuted over 500 people for various crimes. According to Ribadu, 

82 people have been convicted for corruption, money laundering, Advance fee 

fraud (419), pipeline vandalization and terrorism with some of them involving top 

government functions. 

The commission has also facilitated the seizure and confiscation of assets worth 

over $5 billion (about # 640 billion) part of which was refunded to the government 

agencies, private institutions and victims of the crime (Akindona, 2006:31). In 
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addition, the commission is said to be receiving about 1,000 petitions of alleged 

corrupt practices every month. 

In the past years, EFCC has been created with the fundamental roles, duties and 

responsibilities of arresting, trying and prosecuting as well as keeping in check 

with corrupt and criminal activities of individuals, bureaucrats and politicians. 

However, EFCC has at different times pursued its roles vigorously by having some 

cases of individual, corrupt politicians and bureaucrats tried and prosecuted. The 

cases tried and prosecuted are stated as follows: 

1. The Economic and financial crimes commission (EFCC) has secured a 

ground-breaking judgment on 15th Friday July, 2005 when one of the 

accused persons in the world biggest 419 scam Mrs. Amaka Matina 

Anajemba pleaded guilty to crimes of 419 and money laundering. 

Anajemba was subsequently jailed two and half years by the trial Judge, 

Justice Olubumni Oyewole of the Ikeja High court, Lagos. She was to return 

$ 48.5m to Banco Noroestle of Brazil which was defrauded of a total of $ 

242m. Anajemba is also to refund $ 5 million to the federal Government as 

well as pay a fine of N2 million. 

2. A re-elected member of the House of Representative Hon. Maurice Ibekwe 

(Imo state) aka Okwelle holdings was arrested by the operatives of EFCC 

for allegedly obtaining the sum of three hundred thousand dollars ($ 

300,000.00) and seventy-five thousand Dutch mark (75,000 DM) under 

false pretence from one munch Klause, a German National and head of 

munch system organization company Germany. Hon. Ibekwe was arrested 

at his Apo village residence Abuja. 

3. Some other 419 syndicates and kingpins were also arrested by the EFCC 

and were taken to court. These are Barrister Fred Ajudua and Alumite 

Adedeji (Alias Ade Bendel) 

4. On the 4th of March, 2005 members and staff of the Abia state House of 

Assembly deserted their complex over alleged serve of documents by the 

EFCC. Members and staff of the Abia state House of Assembly have 

deserted complex over fear of apprehension by the EFCC. 

5. On the 3rd March 2006, a federal High Court presided over by justice 

Ibrahim Auta, ordered the economic and financial crimes commission to 

produce the former power and steel minister, Alhaji Bashir Dalhatu in court 

on March 10, 2006 to answer questions leveled against him. 

6. The EFCC operation arrested the acting chairman of Bama Local 

Government Council in Borno state, Alhaji Kolo Aji for allegedly 
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misappropriating about N300 million disbursed from the federation, 

account. EFCC also arrested the chairman of Maidugri metropolitan council 

Alhaji Mohammed Imam and Alhaji, Mudu Aisanni, in Maidugari on the 

3rd of March, 2006. 

7. In Delta sate, some fake EFCC officials were arrested by the EFCC 

officials. The fake men went to harass the vice-chancellor of the Delta state 

university. 

8. On the 25th February 2006, the EFCC arrested a chieftaincy of the Advanced 

congress of Democrats, Alhaji Bashir Dalhatu in connection with alleged 

laundering of $15 million during the military regime of General Ibrahim 

Babangida. 

9. The EFCC dragged six top officers of the plateau state government charged 

along with their Governor Chief Joshua Dariye, for stealing N700 million. 

10. EFCC in conjunction with a South African Agency or the receiving of 

stolen government funds have seized a luxury block of apartments 

belonging to impeached governor of Bayelsa, Chief Diepreye 

Alamieyeseigha. 

11. The EFCC has again begun its clamp down on scammers in Lagos state. In 

its latest moves to check the activities of the fraudsters, the anti-graft agency 

whooped on cyber cafes at FESTAC Town and arrested over 87 operators 

and fraudsters who use facilities to send scam letters. 

12. EFCC has succeeded in arresting and trying the former Governor of Bayelsa 

state Alamelyeseigh. 

13. On the 24th February, 2006, the provost and principal staff of federal 

College of Education Eha-Amufu in Enugu state were invited to Abuja to 

answer questions for financial mismanagement by the ICPC and EFCC. 

14. In Enugu state, four officials of the Enugu state Government were arrested 

by the operatives of EFCC. Those arrested were the Accountant General, 

Chinyeaka Oha, finance commissioner, Peter Mbah, ALGON chairman 

Chidi Nwatu and the special Adviser on Political Affairs and Local 

Government matters to the Governor, Prince Sam Ejiofor. 

15. The commission between May, 2003 and 2007 recovered money and assets 

derived from crime worth over $ 900 million. It also recovered another € 

3m from the British Government. 

16. In February 2006, the EFCC accused Tine Dzever, a onetime commissioner 

for information in Governor George Akume’s first tenure of corruption. He 

was arrested the second time in six months in the state for questioning. 
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17. The commission arrested almost all the notorious Advances fee fraud 

kingpins. It has over 500 suspects in custody and most of them are standing 

trials in various courts in the country. 

Having explained at a great length the various performance of EFCC under 

the chairmanship of Nuhu Ribadu in administration of Obasanjo, the 

following efforts have been in place so far by EFCC in the regime of 

Yaradua/ Jonathan and Jonathan/ Sambo administrations 

Economic and financial crimes commission under the chairmanship of Mrs. 

Farida Waziri recorded tremendous successes, even though there were some 

inactiveness and unviability at the beginning, until she was being gingered 

by the comment made by united state of America secretary of the state Mrs. 

Hillary Clinton in 2009. 

The comment boosted the morale of EFCC boss to be actively and lively in 

discharge of its duties towards eradicating corrupt practices among 

individuals, bureaucrats and politicians. The following are some of the 

cases tried and prosecuted and others presently undergoing trials and 

prosecution. They are as follows. 

18. EFCC has succeeded in arresting, trying and prosecuting chief executives’ 

officers of five ailing banks such as oceanic bank, Intercontinental, fin bank, 

union bank and Afribank in 2009. Some of them were charged of billions 

of naira money laundering scam, looting and loaning of billions to 

unscrupulous politicians and business tycoon. Some money was recovered 

from them. 

19. EFCC again has arrested 10 Halliburton officials, Sapien and Technip 

managing directors over economic and financial frauds on 25th November, 

2010. 

20. The commission has arrested two colleagues of Erasmus Akingbola of 

former intercontinental bank boss over charges of money laundering. 

21. After 2011 concluded elections, former speaker of House of Representative 

Oladimeji Bankole was arrested and remanded in EFCC custody for 16 

count charges and N10 billion loans allegedly borrowed. He is at present 

facing trials at Federal High Court Abuja. 

 

All these enumerated above are some of the performance of the commission 

towards eradicating corruption in Nigeria. 

We shall remember that an enabling environment flows naturally from good 

government. Good governance in turn is a product of honesty, integrity, objectives, 

observance of the rule of law, transparency and accountability. 
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Who Control the Staff’s of EFCC as Corruption Fighters? 

Respondents were asked to rate the level at which the commission controlled the 

staff under the commission. This is because the power and authority expressed over 

the staff will determine efficiency in the system. The responses revealed that 90 of 

the respondents representing 64.4% argued that the commission does not at all have 

strong control over the staff. 30 respondents representing 21.4% believed that the 

commission has control over the staff while 20 respondents representing 14.2% are 

of the view that the commission has strong control over the staff. 

The Table below shows this clearly. 

 

Control over the Staffs of the Staffs of the Commission  

RESPONSES FREQUENCY (NO) PERCENTAGE (%) 

Not at all 90 64.4 

Control 30 21.4 

Strong control 20 14.2 

Total 140 100 

SOURCE: Field Survey, 2019. 

 

What is the Level of EFCC Autonomy? 

Respondents’ reaction to the autonomy of Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) is measured. In this respect certain variables like finance, 

appointment and recruitments of staff, investigation and prosecution power were 

considered. The respondents were therefore requested to respond if the commission 

has autonomy over the above-mentioned variables. 

From the table below, 15 respondents representing 11% strongly agreed that the 

commission has autonomy. Only 10 respondents representing 7% agreed that the 

commission has autonomy while 18 respondents representing 13% disagreed. The 

remaining 97 which constitutes the majority representing 69% strongly disagreed. 

The view held by the majority of the respondents goes to justify the fact that the 

commission has no autonomy. 

 

Table 7: Level of Autonomy 

RESPONSES FREQUENCY (NO) PERCENTAGE (%) 
 

Strongly agreed 15 11  

Agreed 10 7  

Disagreed 18 13  

Strongly disagreed 97 69  
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Total 140 100  

SOURCE: Field Survey, 2019. 

 

Do Autonomy has Impact on the efficiency of EFCC ? 

One of the hypotheses formulated for this study centers on finding the relationship 

that exists between the autonomy and efficiency of Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) operations. To accept or reject the hypothesis, respondents 

were asked to state whether they agree that, high level of autonomy will have 

impact on efficiency in the commission. The responses generated revealed that 114 

respondents representing 81%; in other words, they agreed with the expression. 

The remaining 26 respondents representing 19% showed their disagreements on 

the issue by choosing ‘No’ option. This information is shown in Table 8 below. 

But based on the respondents’ view the research can strongly say that there is a 

strong relationship between independent variable ‘autonomy’ and the dependent 

variables ‘efficiency’. Thus, our hypothesis proved right and accepted. 

 

Autonomy and its Impact on the Efficiency of EFCC ? 

RESONSES FREQUENCY (NO) PERCENTAGE (%) 

Yes 114 81 

No 26 19 

Total 140 100 

SOURCE: Field Survey, 2019. 

 

Do Corrupt People in the Country faces Severely Punish Base on EFCC’s Act? 

The part 4 of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) Act with 

the heading offences, contained in Section 13 to 25, and part 5 with the heading, 

forfeiture of assets of persons arrested for offences under this Act which contained 

in section 26 to 36, state the offences and the various punishment attached. In 

essence the commission has the power to arrest, investigate and see to it that the 

judgment is implemented to the latter. It is against this that respondents were asked 

whether corrupt people in the country were severely punished base on the 

Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC)’s Act. The responses 

generated show that 123 of the respondents representing 88% answered ‘no’ while 

17 respondents representing 12% choose ‘yes’. This we can infer from the 

responses generated that the corrupt people in the country are not severely 

punished. 
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RESONSES FREQUENCY (NO) PERCENTAGE (%) 

Yes 17 12 

No 123 88 

Total 140 100 

SOURCE: Field Survey, 2019. 

 

Discussion of the Major Findings 

The study revealed that, the rate of corruption in the country was very high before 

the establishment of Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC). The 

data gathered from Transparency International (TI) shows that on several occasions 

Nigeria were ranked first and second respectively as the most corrupt country of 

the world. 

The study also revealed that Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 

as a commission has no strong control over her staff, this is considering the fact 

that about 65% of her staff are drown from other government establishments like 

Central Bank of Nigeria, State Security Services, Customs, Immigration, etc and 

as such could be recalled by the mother organization anytime. It could be at a time 

the particular staff is undertaking a very sensitive assignment for the commission. 

The case of the former Chairman Ribadu sent on study leave and the acting 

chairman redeployed as an area commander of police unity by the mother 

organization (Nigerian Police) is a recent case at hand to buttress the above point. 

On the issue of autonomy, the finding shows that the commission has no autonomy 

whatsoever. This can be deduced from the Act that established the commission 

itself. While Section 2(3) empowered both the presidency and the Senate to appoint 

chairman and members of the commission, “the chairman and members of the 

commission other than the ex-office members shall be appointed by the president 

subject to the confirmation of the Senate”, EFCC Act (2002). Section 3(2) of the 

same Act on the other hand weakens its independence by permitting the president 

to remove any member of the commission for good or no reason. The section states 

“A member of the commission may at any time be removed by the president for 

inability to discharge the functions of his office (where arising from infirmity of 

mind or body or any other cause) or for misconduct or if the president is satisfied 

that is not in the interest of the commission or the interest of the public that the 

member should continue in office” EFCC Act (2002). To re-anchor the weakness 

of the commission, the Act gives power to the Attorney General of the Federation 

(AGF) to make law that will regulate the activities of the commission. The AGF 

may make rules or regulations with respect to the exercise of any of the duties, 
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functions or powers of the commission under this Act. To crown it all, the AGF 

under Section 174 (1-3) of the 1999 Constitution has been given so much power 

such that, it can takeover, truncate, discontinue any criminal proceeding 

undertaken by any organization in the country. When such power is exerted on the 

Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) it becomes very difficult for 

the commission to operate. All the above nitty gritty culminated into the 

unceremonial removal of Nuhu Ribadu as the Chairman of the commission. 

The study also revealed that in as much as the Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) Act recommends for stiff punishment, the study reported that 

corrupt people in the country for over time has not been given severe punishment 

as stated in the constitution and Economic and Financial Crimes Commission 

(EFCC) Act 2002. This can account for the new dimension of judgment recently 

introduced in the judicial system called plea bargaining. The procedure involves 

the accused persons disclosing some information, releasing some funds and 

properties in their possession and pleading guilty to a lesser offence than the ones 

they are originally charged with. Former Balyelsa state Governor, Chief Diepreye 

Alemieyesigh, was prosecuted by the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission 

(EFCC) for money laundering, false declaration of assets and illegal acquisition of 

properties. He, however, entered into a plea bargaining with the Economic and 

Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and was convicted on lesser charges and 

consequently to two years from the date of his arrest. He has now regained his 

freedom supposedly benefiting from plea bargaining (punch, 2008:5). The plea 

bargaining has created soft landing for corrupt people in the country. Plea 

bargaining amounts to judicial distortion of statutory provision because accused 

person may be charged with an offence far lesser than those he committed and 

therefore gets far lesser punishment than statutorily prescribed for offences actually 

committed. 

The research paper revealed that Nigerians have to embrace the courage of EFCC 

Chairmen by waking up from the shackles of condoling and encouraging 

corruption. Those involved in corrupt practices should be exposed in all 

ramifications no matter the cost. 

Moreover, religious bodies in Nigeria should join hand with the government to 

fight this monster. They should preach against it. The economy has been in a state 

of disarray for too long, as it is time for us to take the bull by the horn. Our slogan 

should be “say no to Bribery and Corruption” Churches and Mosques owe 

Nigerians a big deal of character molding at this moment of transformation. 

Finally, the finding established that the activity of Economic and Financial Crimes 
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Commission (EFCC) has significantly reduced corruption in the country. This is 

supported by Table 5 in which Transparency International, Corruption Ranking, 

ranked Nigeria 32nd in corruption out of 179 countries as in 2010 against the 2nd 

position in 2002. It acknowledged the insurmountable effort exhibited by 

Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) in curbing the proliferation 

of corruption in the country. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In the dark days of Sani Abacha, American general, Collin Powell declared 

corruption as a virtue in Nigeria. He said this despite Abacha’s seemingly 

campaign against corruption with the celebrated arrests and detentions of some 

leading bankers on alleged fraudulent practices. Not many people in that regime 

treated Collin Powel’s comment with the degree of seriousness it deserved. After 

Abacha’s death, it became obvious why the Americans and the west were not 

convinced about this sincerity to fight corruption. So now that the developed world 

says we should do more on the current corruption war, definitely know what they 

are talking about. Corruption has become more sophisticated with each successive 

regime over the years that those alleged to be fraudulent in the past now consider 

themselves saints. In this work, the research has tried to review critically how the 

selfish decision always taken by the elites encourage corruption in Nigeria. 

At this point in our national life, no one can say that there is lack of political will 

to deal with the problem. But the problem of fighting corruption goes beyond the 

will of the man at the top. It is the failure of leadership as it is the criminal 

negligence and the unwillingness to do the right thing and to help in building 

formidable institutions to fight the source. Corruption is a battle to be prosecuted 

not only by EFCC and ICPC, but also an entire Nigerian. I sincerely believe that 

with the commitment of all Nigerians and the sustenance of current efforts, a new 

Nigeria which is devoid of corruption, bribery, negligence of duty, nepotism and 

tribalism shall be built. No nation can make any meaningful progress under a 

corrupt system. This realization has occasioned a global re-awakening of interest 

on how to eradicate menace of unethical corrupt practices in Nigeria. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

In view of the research findings, the following recommendations are made as a 

measure to curtail corruption in the Nigeria system and as well as enhancing the 

efficiency of Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
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Improved publicity will certainly lead to a decline in corruption because the 

behaviour and action of politicians will constantly be focused and disclosed to the 

public. In England during the late 18th century, the activities of political journal 

like The Rambler, The Spectator and the Tatle did a lot to put politicians on the 

alert, and this in turn, helped to reduce the incidence of corruption in public life 

(Adebayo, 2004:28). This informed why the Freedom of Information (FOI) Bill 

should be passed by the National Assembly to enable access to information without 

problem. 

The most urgent task in order to secure the independence of the Economic and 

Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and avoid the violation of the right of equal 

protection under the law is to amend section 3 (2) of the Commission Act and any 

other necessary provision so that members of the Economic and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) Can discharge their duties without fear or favour, affection 

or ill will. The overwhelming majority of the staff of the commission if not all, 

should be recruited from the pool of fresh graduates and by the commission itself 

instead of mass transfers and secondments from other government. This mass 

transfers and secondments would only transform the new organization into where 

they are transferred from. Thus, fresh graduates should be trained from the scratch 

towards an appreciation of the importance and objectives of the commission. There 

should be a systematic and continuous research into the structure and process of 

corrupt practice as well as periodic evaluation of the effectiveness and efficiency 

of the work of the commission. On a very serious note, the commission 

independence with regard to funds, human and material resources should also be 

guaranteed. 

Anti- corruption agency should immediately work to repeal the IMMUNITY 

CLAUSE in the 1999 constitution. The clause tends to encourage corruption, both 

at the federal and state levels. Public officials, especially representatives and state 

governors have been openly corrupt because they know that they cannot be 

prosecuted while they are still in office. As can be seen, state governors, local 

government chairpersons and high-level civil servants have deprived their citizens 

the right to economic development, health care, effective mass transportation, 

sound education, affordable housing, and drinkable water due to excessive 

embezzlement as a result of the clause. 

EFCC should probe the financial affairs of educational institutions. Previously in 

the past, the university and educational management authorities make sure that 

some structures and infrastructure are maintained, leaking roofs are patched, worn 

out paints are restored and the sanitary condition of the institution are managed 
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well, but these days, although more funds are sunk into the educational sector, yet 

the already existing infrastructures are not properly managed or maintained, let 

alone providing new ones. 

The EFCC or judicial commission should be set up to investigate the judicial 

system in order to find out why cases go through the Nigerian court system in a 

snail–like speed. There are too many delays and adjournments in the trial of cases. 

As a result, unfortunate suspects are sometimes locked up in detention for years 

awaiting trial. A law should be passed which states that if a case is not tried after a 

certain time period, the suspects in detention should be released. For example, the 

Odi boys who were suspected to have killed 12 policemen in November, 1999 are 

still detained in prison while the case is constantly postponed. The delays and 

unnecessary postponements amount to corruption of Justice. 

Finally, combating corruption requires a broad range of integrated, long term, 

national and international sustainable efforts and reforms. The standard that 

includes decency, transparency, accountability and qualitative general services 

delivery is essential. It is only when these are done that perpetrators of corruption 

will be punished in accordance with the various provisions of the law. Economic 

and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) Act inclusive. 
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