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Abstract 
Rural transportation is a significant channel of ensuring effective movement 

of rural people and the collection and exchange of goods and services for 

enhanced rural economy and development in Nigeria. The study appraised 

rural transportation system in Ido Local Government Area, Oyo State with 

a view to suggesting appropriate measures towards rural development. The 

objectives pursued are to analyze different modes of transportation in the 

study area, assess the role of transportation system in the development of 

rural communities and identify the basic challenges confronting rural 

transportation in the study area. The study adopted simple random 

sampling technique to administer 271 pieces of questionnaires to 

respondents. The paper is anchored on the interaction and gravity models. 

The findings reveal that bad conditions of the roads affect cost of 

transportation of goods and services which in turn affect the rural dwellers’ 

income. Therefore, the study recommends that Ido Local Government 

Council should be equipped with finance, personnel and equipment to 

manage and maintain rural roads for effective movement. It was noted that 

the residents often encounter series of road accidents, leading to body 

dislocation and fracture thus, making it imperative for Federal and State 

governments to embark on various policies measures involving road 

rehabilitation towards enhancing rural development in the study area.  
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Introduction 
Transportation plays a significant role 

in the political, economic and social 

development of any society as it 

constitutes the main avenue through 

which different parts of the society are 

linked together. As a society grows in 

terms of population and functions the 

need for interaction among its various 

components also grows thereby 

requiring quality and effective 

transportation systems. Transport has 

become an important subject matter 

for scholars for two main reasons. 

Firstly, transport is a significant 

human activity with a strong spatial 

component. Secondly, it is an 

important factor influencing the 

spatial variation of many other social 

and economic activities (White and 

Senior 1983). 

Transport is the means by which 

people and commodities are moved 

from one place to another by a number 

of physical modes including roads, 

water, railways, airlines and pipelines. 

So transport in one form or another 

basic and essential part of the daily 

rhythm of life throughout the 

inhabited world (Hoyle, 1988). 

According to Mieczkowski (1978) 

"the transport system may be likened 

to the blood circulation system in a 

living organism with which the 

organism dies without". Transport is 

considered an essential feature of all 

modern economies. In this line, Owen 

(1968) stated that "immobility 

perpetrates poverty”, effective 

transportation eases accessibility to 

inherent potentials of rural areas 

which could be harnessed for the 

development of its economy. In other 

words, rural transportation provision 

forms an intrinsic part of rural 

development strategies, serving as a 

mechanism and catalyst for rural 

transformation through the 

reinforcement of rural development 

and contributes to poverty reduction 

by enhancing both equity and 

efficiency outcomes. Yeser (1990) 

stated that transportation was 

considered for a long time to be the 

most important factor in regional, 

economic and social development for 

which it plays an important role in 

increasing production, reducing travel 

times, increasing employment and 

improving accessibility. Furthermore, 

it plays an important role in reducing 

regional disparities and improving the 

degree of competitiveness among 

regions by facilitating trade, the 

movement of labor and economies of 

scale. 

Poor accessibility in rural area of 

developing countries perpetuates the 

deprivation trap by denying 
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communities access to their most basic needs, community require access to 

supply, services facilities and opportunities, basic needs include water power, 

food, health services, education and employment. People need access to market 

and may wish to participate in civic, religious and leisure activities whilst 

accessibility can be measured in time, effort and cost which depend on 

infrastructures available and affordable transport option for people and their 

loads. Rural people often have to spend much time and effort to access 

necessities and the reduction of isolation and inaccessibility are fundamental to 

poverty reduction. Accessibility depends on mobility that is; ease and frequency 

of movement and proximity which is distance access may improve by greater 

mobility and improved proximity to services.   

The word rural can be defined using different criteria, depending on their 

developmental level; what developed countries define as rural area may be 

different in the developing countries like Nigeria. Aderamo et al, (2010), 

described rural settlement as settlement with less than 20,000 people and 

predominantly engaged in primary activities and production such as farming, 

fishing and hunting. A rural area is also described by (Weir and McCabe, 2012) 

as areas with relatively low development densities and low population. 

In Nigeria, the issue of rural transportation development has continued to be of 

national importance. For instance, the most of the rural roads are in poor 

condition and this has imposed significant cost on the national economy 

especially to the agricultural activities due to increased vehicle operating costs 

and travel times (Akinola, 2007). The Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN) 

has embarked on various programs at one time or the other to ensure the 

provision of adequate transport facilities to meet the needs of the rural 

population but these programs have not been able to achieve hundred percent 

successes. Rural dwellers also rely on these poorly maintained roads to transport 

crops, raw materials and food stuff that are meant for consumption in the urban 

areas. Rural transportation plays a governing role in the development of rural 

areas; research scholars are unanimous and unequivocal in their assertion that 

rural development is predicted on efficient rural transportation system 

(Idachaba 1981, Adeniji 1999, Ogunsanya and Ojetola 1993 and Ovbude, 

2000). 

Various research works show that the inadequacy of rural transportation 

facilities is an insidious encumbrance to rural development. As Filani (2008) 

quotes, "one of the major prerequisites of efficient functioning of an area is the 
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facility for the movement of people, goods and services swiftly and 

economically". Rural transportation is helpful in enhancing rural productivity 

as well as strengthening the socioeconomic, cultural and political fabrics and 

processes of the rural areas. In other words, rural transportation forms intrinsic 

part of rural development strategies, serving as a mechanism and catalyst for 

rural transformation. Scholars have further established a close and positive 

relationship between improved rural transport and economic development 

(Howe, 2011). As a result of these factors, there has been a tremendous demand 

for public transport in our towns and villages in recent years. It is against this 

background that this study is carried out to examine significance of 

transportation system in rural development of Ido Local Government Area. 

 

STATEMENT OF RESEARCH PROBLEM 

One of the fundamental problems of man since antiquity is that of overcoming 

the friction of distance both in space and time. Man has been on the move from 

one place to another seeking for a means of survival. The emergence of modern 

means of transportation in the world and most importantly in developing 

countries like Nigeria has a remarkable influence on the socio-economic 

development of rural areas. Transportation enhances the process of economic 

growth in rural areas by making needed services available to rural dwellers. It 

has been discovered that the lack of good road in the Nigeria cities, town and 

villages makes it difficult for the people to access markets for their farm produce 

as more than 86.6% of roads in the area are very bad. This was discovered to 

have affected the socio-economic activities of the people thereby increasing the 

level of poverty in the communities in Nigeria cities and villages (Dakyes and 

Ogbuli, 2012). Rural residents need to receive essential social services such as 

medical care, go to work, purchase food and household items, attend school 

events and access many other services just as their urban counterparts. 

However, frequent accessibility is restricted or limited because of the distance 

to those services and even when transportation is available, the transport 

networks are in bad condition. Most a times special needs that can be alleviated 

through medical facilities, social service, educational programs are forgone 

because of distance to be travelled. 

Lack of good motor able roads in many rural areas in Nigeria has been the main 

hindrances to rapid development (Dakyes and Ogbuli, 2012). This affects 

maximum exploitation of natural resources, expansion of trade between 
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communities, neglect on development of human resources which all result in 

isolation, and underdevelopment of the rural areas (Donovan, 2012).  Owen 

(1987), have demonstrated direct relationship between transport and 

development. Most of the rural dwellers are farmers much of their farm produce 

are lost when they cannot be transported to the markets, cities and other urban 

centres (Starkey, 2001). This dampens their productive efforts and also restricts 

demand for food crops among villages. Since virtually all the villages are 

themselves food crop producers, the effect of this spatial restriction creates an 

artificial local glut. This therefore depresses prices of agricultural produce and 

has a very strong negative impact on the villagers. Transportation leads to 

economic development through the linkage of area of production with area of 

consumption (Abegunde , 2005). 

According to Aderamo (2010), rural transportation is essential not only for 

connecting people to agricultural product, health care and family in the ways 

that enhances their quality of life, but also for contributing to regional economic 

growth and development by connecting business to customers, goods to markets 

and tourists to destinations. This neglect is unwarranted when one considers that 

more than 70 percent of the population of most developing countries resides in 

rural areas (Aloba 1983). Given their spatial implications, rural transport studies 

are very important in such economics, but inadequacy of necessary data 

presents a problem to such studies in third world countries. This study will 

therefore appraise rural transportation system as a planning strategy for rural 

development planning, proffer solutions to rural areas mobility challenges and 

also contribute to the so much needed data on rural transportation systems. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS  

In achieving the aim and objectives of this research work, several methods were 

used to elicit the required data from various stakeholders involved in the rural 

transportation in the study area. Quantitative and qualitative types of data were 

collected and analyzed in the purpose of this research. In order to achieve the 

aim and objectives of this study, the method of data collection will be 

categorized into two ways; namely (i) the primary and the secondary sources of 

data collection. The primary source of data that were used for the study includes: 

i. Observation method: a reconnaissance survey of the area was 

conducted in order to familiarize the researcher on the assessment of 
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rural transportation system and condition of road network in the study 

area. 

ii. Interview Method: Interview was directed to the inhabitants as regard 

assessment of rural transportation and road condition in the study area. 

iii. Questionnaire Guide: questionnaires were administered to the people 

living in the study area in view of assessing rural transport system and 

level of service in the study area. 

 

Secondary data sources entails relevant textbook, different journals, newspapers 

and seminar were consulted. The national population commission (NPC) was 

consulted to obtain the actual population figure of the area. The base map of the 

study area was collected from ministry of physical planning and bureau of 

development. 

 

Table 1: List of Wards and Their Population 

Ward  

Numberarn 

      Ward 

Named 

name 

Population as 

at 2006                                             

            as at  

2019 Projected         Sample 

Size 

Population      

      Ward 1        Aba emo 10,440  16,286                               27 

      Ward 2 Akinware 8,315 12,971                               22 

      Ward 3    Akufo 10,377 16,188                               27 

      Ward 4    Apete 12,230 19,078                               32 

      Ward 5    Batake 10,362 16,165                               27 

      Ward 6    Erinwusi 9,271 14,463                               24 

      Ward 7    Fenwa 12,240 19,094                               32 

      Ward 8     Ido 6,560 10,234                               17 

      Ward 9     Ogundele 12,262 19,129                               32 

      Ward 10     Omi Adio 12,030 18,767                               31 

      Total 104,087 162,375                             271 

Source: Oyo State Government/ UNICEF B zonal office, 2019. 
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The population for the study was One-hundred and four thousand and eighty-

seven (104,087) while this was projected to be One-hundred and sixty two 

thousand, three hundred and seventy-five (162,375) with ten (10) political 

wards. 

The study adopts Raosoft Survey Calculator for finite population at 95% 

confident level and 0.05 level of significant. Thus, 271 were regarded as the 

population to be sampled from selected political wards.  

This study adopted Random sampling. Random sampling involves the selection 

of elements from an ordered sampling frame. It is a type of probability sampling 

method in which sample members from a larger population are selected 

according to a random starting point but with sample members from a larger 

population are selected according to a random starting point but with a fixed 

periodic interval.  

The data collected from the field survey was analyzed to obtain useful 

information. A computer based program and analytical package called Statistic 

Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) will be used for the analysis and the 

findings was presented in tables, pie charts, and bar charts etc. 

 

CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATIONS AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATIONS 

Spatial Interaction Model 

Spatial interaction is a dynamic flow process from one location to another. It is 

a general concept that may refer to the movement of human beings such as intra-

urban commuters or intercontinental migrants but may also refer to traffic in 

goods such as raw materials or to flows of intangibles such as information. In 

Ullman’s conception, there were three bases for spatial interaction which 

include complementarity, transferability and intervening opportunity. 

Complementarity refers to the presence of a demand or deficit at one location 

and a supply or surplus at another without which there is no economic rationale 

for any movement. A sawmill requires logs while a forest provides them. To 

adapt this metaphor from physics perspective, complementarity is like a 

potential gradient with goods and people flowing from a higher energy state 

where they are in surplus to a lower energy state, where they are in deficit. The 

complementary surplus-deficit relationship is commodity-specific, and if the 

deficit is precisely specified, the direction and distance of movement will 

depend on the location where there is a surplus of just that kind of good. 
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Complementary relationships therefore serve as an impetus for interaction 

between distant regions and within regions to small convenience stores over a 

distance of less than a mile or two. 

Transferability as the second basis for spatial interaction refers to the cost of 

overcoming distance measured in real economic terms of either time or travel 

cost. The cost of overcoming distance is known as the friction of distance and 

if the friction of distance is too great, interaction will not occur in spite of a 

complementary supply-demand relationship. Friction of distance depends on 

prevailing transportation technology and the price of energy. In general, the 

friction of distance has decreased over time which is the prime factor in 

globalization and the emergence of megacities as daily commuter flows subject 

to a travel time constraint. High-value, low-weight goods such as jewelry are 

imminently transferable and exported on a global scale while heavy, low-value 

goods such as concrete blocks are usually used very close to where they are 

produced. Intervening opportunity as the third basis for interaction is considered 

as the reason for a lack of interaction between two complementary locations. 

Complementarity will only generate a flow if there is no intervening or closer 

alternative location. The flow of goods that would otherwise occur between two 

complementary locations may be diverted to a third location standing as closer 

complementary alternative with a cheaper overall cost of transportation.  

However, Ullman noted that the trade diverting effect of an intervening 

opportunity could eventually facilitate interaction between more distant 

complementary locations. In his example, the nearest (intervening) source of 

logs would justify construction of a short logging railway from the mill to the 

forest resource and when it was harvested, the railway would be extended to the 

next intervening opportunity and so on until it ultimately reached a more distant 

complementary location. Flows to the more distant complementary location 

might never have been established had the transportation infrastructure not been 

constructed in a series of incremental extensions to a series of intervening 

opportunities. 

 

The Gravity Model 

The gravity model is much like Newton's theory of gravity. It assumes that the 

trips produced at an origin and attracted to a destination are directly proportional 

to the total trip productions at the origin and the total attractions at the 

destination. The calibrating term or friction factor represents the reluctance or 
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impedance of persons to make trips of various duration or distances. The general 

friction factor indicates that as travel times increase, travelers are increasingly 

less likely to make trips of such lengths; calibration of the gravity model 

involves adjusting the friction factor. The gravity model illustrates the 

macroscopic relationships between places (say homes and workplaces) which 

has long been posited that the interaction between two locations declines with 

increasing distance, time, and cost between them, but is positively associated 

with the amount of activity at each location. An important consideration in 

developing the gravity model is "balancing" productions and attractions, 

balancing means that the total productions and attractions for a study area are 

equal. The relationship between the origin and destination will therefore be 

determined by the same number of factors which are time, cost and the distance. 

 

Literature Review 

Transportation in Rural America  

The challenges hindering rural transportation are numerous and complex in 

rural America, which can be classified as demand-oriented issues that concern 

the needs and expectations of the users of these systems; others are supply-

oriented issues that relate to the availability, performance and capacity of 

transportation systems together this provide a picture of the adequacy of the 

system, and some indications of where payoffs from investments are likely to 

be the greatest (Stommes and Brown, 2002). In a nutshell, Stommes and Brown 

(2002) opined that expectations of the nation’s public transportation system are 

high and certainly no less so in rural America. The quality of life and economy 

in rural America depends on an efficient, effective, comprehensive, and 

coordinated multimodal transportation system that provides choices for the 

movement of people and goods and allows quick transfers between modes when 

and where they are needed”. 

The need to maintain transportation linkages between rural and urban area is 

very important to the economy, public health and safety, and the social structure 

of rural America (FHWA, 2001). In practice, demands and expectations differ 

according to the social, economic, and geographic circumstances of the user. 

People with low-incomes, the elderly, and those living with disabilities in rural 

communities need transport options that allow them to access job, educational 

opportunities, medical facilities, and normal day-to-day interaction with friends 

and family. Yet Federal statistics shows that more than 1.6 million rural 



 

258  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2020 

 

households do not have access to a car and that households in the lowest 20 

percentile income bracket spent 42 percent of income on transportation. 

Moreover, 38 percent of rural residents live in areas with no public transport 

being (FHWA, 2001). 

Research commissioned by the Transportation Research Board (Twaddell and 

Emerine, 2007), which involved focus groups, surveys, and case studies 

confirmed that accessibility to jobs, shops, services, education and healthcare 

was the number one issue for rural communities. However, there were 

geographical differences depending on the proximity to or remoteness from 

large urban centers. Communities in ex-urban areas are primarily concerned 

with access to jobs in adjacent cities; tourist destination communities focus on 

welcoming visitors and opening up access to tourist attractions; communities 

engaged in agriculture, mining or forestry tend to be more interested in access 

to markets, and in attracting new economic activity to diversify their economies. 

The same research also highlighted that in areas of growth, demands for 

improved access were tempered by some of the possible consequences, such as 

encroachment on agricultural land, scenic views and cultural or historic 

resources, as well as pollution, sprawl, changing community character and 

values, loss of sense of place, and competition for traditional, small businesses 

from large chain stores being (FHWA, 2001). 

As noted by Stommes and Brown (2002), “In the last 25 years, transportation 

in rural America has been transformed by deregulation, devolution of Federal 

responsibilities to state and local governments, and traffic growth created by the 

booming economy of the 1990s. All forms of rural transportation - highways, 

passenger service (transit, intercity bus, and passenger rail service), trucking, 

inland waterways, rail freight service, and passenger air service - have been 

affected”. 

 

Rural Transportation in Nigeria 

Mabogunje (1980) opines that transport plays a pivotal role in the development 

of a country and he emphasized much on rural transport thereby the study on 

rural transport impacts on the economy of a particular area cannot be over 

emphasized. In this view road transport improvement is becoming a means of 

achieving socio-economic and political functions of rural area in the country. 

Papacostas (1987) defined transportation as a system that consist of the fixed 

facilities, the flow entities and the control system that permit people and goods 
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to overcome the friction of geographical space efficiently in order to participate 

in a timely manner in some desired activity. Rural road transportation has its 

own history; its flexibility and ability to create accessibility to the smallest units 

of land uses gives a great advantage and helps in the development of local 

economy. Filani (1988) says transportation is so important and without it, the 

inherent potentials of an area may not be realized. The provision of road 

transport as an approach to rural development is one of the methods mostly used 

by developing countries of the world in which Nigeria is not left out.  

Ogunsanya et al, (1993) observed that the need for transportation arises in any 

economy that is distributed over space, this need is particularly so in the context 

of community development where transportation is considered as the engine of 

growth of such economy. Rural transportation is essential not only for 

connecting people to agricultural product, health care and family in the ways 

that enhances their quality of life, but also for contributing to regional economic 

growth and development by connecting business to customers, goods to markets 

and tourists to destinations. Commodities including timber, fuel and agriculture 

product must be moved from rural areas where they are produced to urban areas 

where they are processed, consumed, or sent out of the state or country. 

In Nigeria, road transportation is the commonest and most extensively used 

form of transportation in rural areas. It involves the use of bicycles, motorbikes, 

carts, cars, buses, lorries, trailers, tankers, etc, in moving people, goods and 

services from one location to another where they are needed (Anyanwu, 1997). 

Rural transportation contributes to a higher quality of life and standard of living. 

Due to the fact that rural transport is easily affordable and accessible, it allows 

all citizens to use it, giving the same opportunity to each and every one in term 

of mobility. It is therefore related to the wellbeing of the people in various 

settlements (Csaki and Tuck 2000). 

Ogunsanya (2002) defined rural transportation as a derived demand which 

serves to bridge the distance between origin and destination. In other words, 

transportation serves as a connector while distance is a major determinant of the 

intensity of relationship between various sets of phenomenon distributed in 

space of other sectors of the economy agriculture inclusive in space. 

Ademiluyi and Solanke (2002) stated that transportation is that part of economic 

activity which is concerned with increasing human satisfaction by changing the 

geographical position of goods and people which is particularly in the context 

of a developing community where transportation is considered as the engine 
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growth of such economy. Transportation is necessary ingredient in economic 

and social development as it plays an important role in getting land into 

production, marketing, agricultural commodities, development of industries, 

health, education programmes and the exchange of ideas (Aloba, 1983). 

According to Olawole et.al, (2010), accessibility and mobility are capable of 

reducing the level of poverty of rural people because the basic necessity of life 

such as health care delivery, education, etc. will become more accessible to 

them. Rural transportation system consists of transport infrastructure, transport 

operation and the transport users Starkey et.al, (2002). They further extend the 

list of elements in rural transportation as follows; networks, terminal, 

interchange points, motive power or mobile facilities, operators, management, 

control and supportive services. 

In the light of the above, development in the rural sector can hardly be achieved 

without adequate transport infrastructure and services as it is clear that rural 

transportation plays an important part in rural development which provides the 

means by which local communities can access the opportunities and necessities 

which can enhance their livelihoods. Therefore, efficient and effective rural 

road transportation within rural communities and nearest urban market 

enhances communities' interaction and improve socio-economic of the people 

through the sales of their agricultural products. 

Rural road network has significant effect on the distribution of facilities in rural 

areas and has the potential of reducing poverty (Aderamo et al, 2010). In other 

words, rural transportation forms intrinsic part of rural development strategies, 

serving as a mechanism and catalyst for rural transformation. Scholars have 

further established a close and positive relationship between rural transport and 

economic development. (Levy, 2016). The conclusion from this and other 

studies has led to an increasing interest of researchers in this studies relating to 

several rural transportation in rural areas of many nations. 

 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREA 

Ido local government area was created in 1989 with the administrative 

headquarters located at Ido. It shares boundaries with Iseyin and Afijo Local 

Government Area to the north, Akinyele Local Government Area to the east, 

Ibarapa East Local Government Area to the west while it shares boundaries with 

Ogun state to the south. 

The local government is covered in landmass of 1,010.954 square kilometers 

with a population density of 116 persons per square kilometer. The 2006 census 

figure gave the population figure of the local government as 104,087 people. 

The local government has 75 primary schools and 33 secondary schools which 

is made up of 18 junior secondary schools and 15 senior secondary schools apart 

http://et.al/
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from several private nursery and primary schools. The most common factory 

and small scale industries are block making, sawmills and metal and steel 

works. The area has also gained tremendously from industrialization process 

with the presence of industries such as the Nigerian Wire and Cable Ltd, 

Nigerian Mining Corporation and the NNPC. There are also big scale 

businesses such as Sachet Water Bottling Company, Bode Foam, Atlantic 

carpet. Ido local government also has some Hotels, Bars, Filling Stations and 

commercial shopping complex, Eleyele and Ido market. 

 
FIGURE 1: OYO STATE WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF NIGERIA       

FIGURE 2: IDO LOCAL GOVERNMENT WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF 

OYO STATE 

Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Development, 2019, Ministry of Lands, 

Housing and Urban Development, 2019 

 

DISCUSSIONS 

Mode of Transport 

Figure 1: Respondents’ Mode of Transport  

Source: Author’s field survey, 2019. 
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Figure 1 explains the mode of transport chosen by the respondents in the study 

area. The study reveals that most of the respondents chose motorcycle has their 

basic means of transportation while others chose taxi and tricycle as their mode 

of transportation in the cause of research in the study area. 

 
Plate 1: respondent’s mode of transport in the study area. 

Source: Author’s field survey, 2019 

 

Effects of Rural Transportation System on Marketing farm Products in 

Ido  

Figure 2: Effects of rural transport in marketing farm produce in the study 

area. 

Source: Author’s field survey, 2019. 

 

The figure 2 typifies the role of rural transportation system in marketing farm 

products in the study area. The chart illustrates that majority of respondents 
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respondents cannot really decide that rural transport assists marketing of farm 

produce in the study area. 

 

Rural Transport in Accessibility 

 
Figure 3: Effects of rural transport in aiding accessibility in the study area. 

Source: Author’s field survey, 2019. 

 

Figure 3 explains the role of rural transportation system in aiding accessibility 

in the study area. The chart illustrates that majority of respondents 43.2% 

strongly agree, 17.7% of respondents agree that rural transport aids accessibility 

while 21% of respondents disagree that rural transport aids accessibility in the 

study area. 

 

Rural Transport in Growth of Business 

 
Figure 4: Rural transport contribution to growth of business in the study area. 

Source: Author’s field survey, 2019. 
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The figure 4 shows the impact of rural transportation system in growth of 

business in the study area. It is evident that majority of respondents strongly 

agreed that rural transport system has contributed to growth of business while 

other respondents disagreed that rural transport has contributed effectively to 

the growth of business in the study area. 

 

Rural Transport in Improving Employment Opportunities 

 
Figure 5: Role of rural transport in improving employment opportunities in 

the study area. 

Source: Author’s field survey, 2019. 

 

Figure 5 showcases the effects of rural transportation system in improving 

employment opportunities in the study area. It is evident that majority of 

respondents agreed that rural transport system has contributed to improving 

employment opportunities such as increased in number of cyclists and drivers 

in the study area while few number of respondents quite disagreed that rural 

transport has contributed effectively towards improving employment 

opportunities in the study area. 

Regarding the challenges facing rural transportation system effectiveness in the 

study area, it is evident that poor condition of vehicles is the problem; majority 

(57.9%) of the respondent faced in the study area, 28.8% of respondents are 

faced with high cost of transport, 11.8% of the respondents faces the problem 

of inadequate transport services while 1.5% of respondents faces transportation 

challenges of poor road condition in each of the five wards in the study area.  
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Effects of Transportation Challenges in the Study Area 

 
Figure 6: Effect of transportation challenges in the study area. 

Source: Author’s field survey, 2019 

 

The field observation regarding the effects rural transportation system 

challenges in the study area, it is evident that majority (66.8%) of the 

respondents believed transport challenges has reduced purchasing and selling 

of commodities thereby resulting in poor trade in the study area, 25.5% of 

respondents experience increased travel time as a result of poor road network, 

6.3% of the respondents has experienced accident as a result of transportation 

challenges while 1.5% faces difficulty in accessing health facilities thereby 

resulting in poor health of the respondents in the study area. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

For the purpose of alleviating rural transportation challenges on the 

environment and also for the purpose of improving development, 

recommendations are made base on the findings from the study and also views 

of respondents toward mitigating such challenges on the development of the 

study area. The following recommendations are made: 

i. Local government council should be equipped with finances, personnel 

and equipment to manage and maintain rural roads in order to ensure 

fast, safe and smooth traffic movement in the study area. 

ii. The Local government council should have community development 

office to co-ordinate their community and educate them on the need to 
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invest more on the maintenance of roads and be involved in the 

transportation system of the study area. 

iii. Federal and state governments should embark on construction of roads 

as majority of roads in the communities has deteriorated beyond the 

capabilities of the local government which most roads fall under her 

jurisdiction in the study area. 

iv. There should be regular monitoring and upgrading of rural roads by 

Department of Works at the Local Government level. Constant 

monitoring will give the Department an idea on road condition and will 

also provide firsthand information on the sections of the rural roads that 

need immediate attention. 

v. Rural dwellers should constitute themselves into cooperatives and 

pressure groups; so that they can have more revenue to embark on road 

maintenance services in the study area. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This research has appraised rural transportation system in Ido Local 

Government Area, Oyo State alongside the various transportation challenges 

associated with it. However, the view of the study is that, in order to achieve a 

comprehensive rural development in Nigeria, rural transportation must be 

effective and efficient to enhance peoples’ standard of living and the nation’s 

economy. This can be achieved if the recommendations suggested as a result of 

findings are given serious consideration and attention as it will also check the 

alarming rate of rural-urban migration. This measure will also boost the 

Nation’s agro base industries as there will be effective and efficient access to 

raw materials and food crops in rural areas. 
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