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Abstract 
This paper examined the relevance of electronic media towards achieving 

the goals and objectives of open and distance learning in Social Studies 

education in Nigerian tertiary institutions. The world has become a global 

village and the place of electronic media continued to prove relevance 

across board. People want to work and school as they have to pay for alot 

of services and upkeep which justifies the need for distance and open 

learning which will provide for convenience learning at one’s leisure time. 

Electronic media includes the use of mainstream media with computer 

inclusive to achieve the aim and objectives of open and distance learning. 

The essence of open and distance learning as it were is to give room for 

learners to learn and participate in learning from any place of their choice 

at their convenience which permit them to work and learn.  The paper 

carefully discussed the use of electronic media, the guidelines, the relevance 

and some challenges where equally pinpointed. In the teaching of social 

studies the paper also portrayed how electronic media can be fully 

harnessed to maximize the goals and objectives of distance learning in 

Nigeria as it were. The paper concluded by pointing out that, the proper use 

of electronic media in teaching and learning of social studies in our tertiary 

institutions is a gateway to actualizing of the mandate and philosophy of 

open and distance learning in Nigeria for education for all. 
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Introduction 
Globally education is regarded as 

pivotal tool for social and economic 

growth, is it also seen as sine qua non 

for growth and development of 

individuals and society at large. With 

the increasing population of the world 

efforts have been made by concerned 

stakeholders in the business of 

education towards finding means of 

making learning flexible, accessible 

and convenient for all class of learners 

regardless of their status, location and 

situation. Amongst the recent 

approaches and the benefit education 

enjoy from technological 

development and advancement in 

recent times is Open and distance 

learning. The open and distance 

learning (ODL) system, as an 

approach to the delivery of education, 

has gained much prominence all over 

the world. In terms of widening access 

to learning, the system has made 

remarkable progress especially in the 

field of higher education. It is 

incontestable fact that the ODL 

system has continued to open up 

access to education for millions of 

people in Africa and elsewhere who 

otherwise would not have had the 

opportunity particularly those who 

could not gain access to university 

education in the conventional system 

due to varied reasons of socio-

economic and geographical factors. A 

common perception is that distance 

learning is not as effective as the 

traditional (face-to-face) education 

(Adeoye and Salawu, 2010). This 

perception cannot be totally be 

considered as valid, since the products 

of open and distance learning have 

shown promising impacts in the 

society and labour market in all 

spheres of the society. 

According to UNESCO (2002), open 

and distance learning is one of the 

most rapidly growing fields of 

education and its potential impact on 

all education delivery systems has 

been greatly accentuated through the 

development of internet based 

information technologies. Despite the 

ODL success story, the concern being 

expressed among leaders and experts 

in ODL is that of quality of output 

(Daniels, 2010). Most ODL 

institutions in their bid to achieve 

mega status tend to focus mainly on 

access (quantity) and in the process 
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the issue of quality of output/ human capacity development, which is critical, 

has been relegated to the background. Daniels (2010) echoed this concern in his 

opening speech at the 6th Pan-Commonwealth Forum on Open Learning in 

India. Existence of a large pool of human population does not automatically 

translate to a productive resource. Human beings become productive resource 

only when they are able to contribute meaningfully to productive economic 

activities. As argued by Omolewa (2008), size should not be a driving force in 

ODL. What is important according to him is to ensure that education is able to 

adequately prepare learners for the demands of the global learning society of 

the twenty first century.   

Nothing is without challenges, the best human do is to overcome the challenges 

and make improvement. ODL might not have even come to limelight without 

technology because all the gadgets used to activate and make possible ODL are 

products of technology. Electronic media according to Wikipedia (2018) are 

media that uses electronic or electromechanical audience to access the content. 

This is in contrast to static media which today are most often created 

electronically but do not require electronics to be accessed by the end users. 

Electronic media appeal to larger audience views and not static like print media. 

Examples of electronic media include television, radio, and wide internet 

among others. ODL requires the use of electronic media more often and 

effectively than it is presently used. To achieve the aim of ODL in social studies, 

the place of electronic media cannot be relegated to the background. This is 

simply because social studies as a subject is geared at developing citizens to be 

able to fit into the ever changing society will require the use of electronic 

devices. The present society is electronically driven and virtually everything is 

done using electronics particularly the internet which equally accommodates 

the dynamics of social studies eductaion 

The National policy on Education is very explicit in referring to what is now 

known as open and distance education (ODE): A system which encompasses 

education for all, education for life, life-long learning, life-wide education, adult 

education, mass education, media-based education, self- learning, personalized 

– learning, part-time studies, and much more. It is all these variants of open and 

distance education that the National Policy on Education 2006 anticipated 

without any limitation or exclusion, as long as the variant contributions to 
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“equal and adequate educational opportunities at all levels”.  Social studies as a 

discipline is a course taught across tertiary institutions in Nigeria from colleges 

of education to Universities. This is in tandem with achieving the tertiary 

education goals and objectives of social studies education in Nigeria. Mezieobi 

(2013) defined Social Studies as subject that focused on the society and created 

to sharpen the creative potentials of the learner, in terms of thinking creatively 

and contributing ideas towards identifying societal problems as well as 

proffering solutions. Social studies is a programme of study which a society 

uses to instill in the students, the knowledge, skills, attitudes and actions it 

considers important concerning the relationship human beings have with each 

other, their world and themselves.  

In a similar manner, Ogundare (2010) sees Social Studies as the study of man 

in his environment. In the opinion of this research work, Nigerian Social Studies 

Education is aimed at developing the skills and knowledge of the students’. 

Social Studies programmes involve a functional application of large varieties of 

“social concepts” that establish connective tissues around different subject 

matters. Such programmes are therefore designed to display a vast knowledge 

of a variety of subject disciplines including the social sciences, arts and the 

sciences in an integrated and fused manner through a wholistic approach to 

issues. The National Council of Social Studies (NCSS, 2004) defines Social 

Studies as, “the integrated studies of Social Sciences and humanities to promote 

civic competence”.  It prepares the young people to build their ability and to 

informed and reasoned decision for the benefit of culturally diverse democratic 

community in an independent world.  

All over the world teaching and learning have been shifted towards convenience 

and harmony. By harmony it means that using distance learning to breach the 

hitherto gap that used to exist in learning process. Through distance learning 

people from different parts of the world can learn and acquire knowledge of 

social studies from the same instructor at perhaps same time or different 

schedule as it maybe. This tells how relevance electronic media has become in 

the process of learning social studies education. Tertiary education in Nigeria is 

the highest level of education and successive government over the years are 

committed to ensuring that the best is given to education at this level to be able 

to dish out the negative skills required to pilot and drive the country through the 
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part of greatness. Electronic media can contribute effectively to learning of 

social studies at tertiary level of education one will not be wrong to say that 

electronic media is germane to achieving the seamless teaching and learning of 

social studies education at tertiary level of education in Nigeria is the concern 

of this paper. James (2002), in Kadiri, Ololobou, Ahmad and Zuru (2008) 

perceives social studies as “the study of man in relation to his physical and 

social environment. “ what this means is that social studies is concerned with 

the study of man in the totality of his environment: social, physical or 

geographical, scientific and technological, political,  economical, educational, 

legal, cultural and spiritual. This is so because man does not just function in one 

of these environments but in all of them, as such, the youths are inculcated with 

the right types of knowledge, values, attitudes and skills that are needed to 

effectively function in every sphere of the human environment and contribute 

to the overall development of the society. 

Kadiri (2008) conceives social studies as “a programme of study which a 

society uses to instill in students the knowledge, the skills, the attitudes and 

actions considered worthwhile concerning the relationship human beings have 

with each other, themselves and their world.” This implies that social studies 

education is a discipline which is aimed at imbibing into students and learners 

in general, the cherished values, attitudes, skills, knowledge and behavioural 

patterns of the society into the youths with the view to improving their social 

competencies for effective living with self, family members and members of 

the larger community and the world as a whole. 

 

THE OBJECTIVES OF SOCIAL STUDIES IN TERTIARY 

EDUCATION IN NIGERIA 

The Federal republic of Nigeria, national policy on education (2004) 

recommends that tertiary institutions are instituted for the training of middle 

and high level manpower for the development of the Nation. Social Studies as 

highlighted earlier addresses man’s problem and inculcates right values and 

attitudes. At the tertiary level of education, the curricular is focused on 

developing middle level manpower with the objective of realizing the goals of 

national development. 
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a. Acquisition of skills: The teaching of Social Studies education at 

tertiary  institutions pave way for the students to be trained  to appreciate 

the need for unity in diversity, develop the spirit of togetherness and 

interdependence of members of both local and national communities. In 

addition, the objective of Social Studies at the tertiary level is the 

acquisition of both physical and intellectual skills which will enable 

individuals to develop into useful members of the community. Thus, 

Social Studies education is known to inculcate into the learners the 

abilities and skills that will make them become effective and functional 

members of the society and by that help them to master their environment 

explore and harness the available resources in their environment for 

solving societal needs and better the lives of the people.  

b. Environmental and Human values:  The acquisition, development and 

inculcation of proper value orientation for the survival of the individual 

and society is another objective of Social Studies in tertiary level. Social 

Studies provides training ground for studies in the tertiary institutions in 

inquiry, decision-making, skills, critical thinking, problem-solving and 

rational social actions which are paramount for the progress and 

development of both the individual and the society at large. Furthermore, 

social studies education at tertiary level helps to impart into the students 

the desirable habits and attitudes cherished by the society to enable them 

live useful and worthy lives in the society. The inculcation of appropriate 

values of honesty, integrity, hard work, fairness and justice at work are 

the contributions of Social Studies education (Ukadike, 2010). 

c. Acquisition of an Objective view of the Local and External 

Environments: The study of Social Studies does not limit the students 

to mastery of their local and national communities rather it exposes them 

to knowledge of the wider world, that is, the international communities, 

thus give them the opportunity of adapting and appreciating other 

people’s cultures. To sum it up, Social Studies education at the tertiary 

level prepares the students for positive relationship in the environment, 

the world of work and understanding of everyday living problems they 

will face as adults in their communities. 
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d. Civic Competence: The National Council for the social studies defines 

the subject as the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities 

to promote civic competence. Social studies educates students on 

citizenship, providing them with the knowledge, skills and attitudes that 

will help them to become competent and responsible citizens who are 

informed, thoughtful, participate in their community and exhibit moral 

and civic virtues. Example, students learn about voting as a form of 

political participation, and how they can exercise their right to vote in 

election to choose the leaders that they want.   

 

Electronic Media in Education  

At the tune of this 21st century, it’s highly imperative for all stakeholders in the 

educational enterprise to devise ways and means of solving shortfall in higher 

education teaching and learning. As Chinua Achebe dictum have it that ‘If true 

assertion is what we go by nothing on earth is problem free’. It means that 

education is faced with certain uncertainties and shortcoming which has 

continue to hinder us from achieving effecting learning  and teaching of  social 

studies at tertiary level in Nigeria. However, there are number of ways to 

address some of this ugly head challenges facing frustrating the achievement of 

smooth teaching and learning of social studies at this level of our educational 

system. One of such ways us the electronic media, specifically the use of radio, 

television and computers in achieving education for all, though unconventional, 

innovative but highly effective and result oriented, this type of learning strategy 

if adequately explored and properly harnessed can go a long way in solving 

most of our educational problems. Nigerian as a Nation can do it as opined by 

Umar (2002) “we have a broadcast industry that can facilitate and support this; 

therefore, little capital outlay will be required. The personnel as also there at the 

NETC, some tertiary institutions and the radio and television stations” (p. 11). 

In line with the position of Umar above, achieving full electronic media in 

teaching and deploying these gadgets for effective teaching and learning at our 

tertiary educational level is achievable if we are determined because we have 

the resources and the manpower to practically put in use for such purpose. The 

only thing required is the drive and will leadership will who will demonstrate 
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strong desire to achieve this height by drawing the road map and providing the 

framework as well as finance alongside dogged leadership for  such purpose. 

The benefits that could be derived from the use of electronic media in achieving 

education for all Nigerians cannot be over emphasized. That was why 

Obielodum (2001, p.238 – 239) summed them up as follows.  

a) Electronic distance learning system opens up educational opportunity to 

those who, because of distance, physical inadequacies, work 

commitments, and so forth cannot avail themselves of a normal 

schooling.  

b) It allows a student to study while he or she is fully employed. For 

instance, a teacher with NCE  qualification can earn his degree without 

leaving his duty post, that often times creates an embarrassment in 

finding a replacement if such teach was to continue his training through 

the normal schooling system.  

c) It is a flexible medium of instruction adaptable to any educational level. 

For instance, young students can be taught through this system to acquire 

a high school certificate requirement for university entry, just as an adult 

or a school teacher can be trained using electronic distance learning 

system to acquire higher education. 

d) It is relatively cheaper when compared with normal school system, this 

is due to the fact that certain huge overhead are not incurred. For 

instance, it eliminates building of physical structures to the minimum. It 

also reduces considerably the number of teachers to be employed to 

adequately cater for students.  

e) Finally, electronic distance education introduced new pedagogy on a 

large scale primarily because the technical capacity is available to do so. 

There is an unlimited capacity provided by technology (i.e. through 

interactive television, computers and audio conferencing, and so forth) 

to address traditional barriers to education.  

 

Olumorin (2001) writing or radio in instruction/communication categorised it 

under four sub-heading viz: 

i) Open Broadcast: This type of broadcast is the general type of 

broadcast, which is not targeted specifically at a particular audience. 



 

63  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2020 
 

ii) Instructional Radio: This is the type whereby specific airtime is 

allotted to some particular subjects and topics in the syllabus. Experts 

in the area of study e.g. English Language, French, Home \economics 

and so forth teach on radio. The audience is wide because it covers 

all students who can afford to listen as at the time the broadcast is on. 

iii) Radio School: The radio school is the third type. In this type, the 

teacher teaches a group of ten or less students based on specific topics 

in the syllabus. In most cases, such programmes are pre-recorded and 

censored scripts are involved.  

iv) Animated Broadcast: This is the forth type of radio broadcast. It is 

commonly used in the present day Nigeria. It is the system whereby 

topics of interest especially on current/historical affairs, religious and 

social cultural ethics, are selected while specific resource persons are 

invited to debate, discuss and answer questions. In recent time, some 

radio stations involve the use of telephone to serve as feedback. This 

method encourages audience to participate fully in such programme 

(p. 286 – 287). 

 

For an effective use of radio as medium of instruction, Olumorin (2001, p. 289) 

advanced the following guidelines.  

1. Avoid rigidity in presentation, strict adherence to pre-written script and 

laid down broadcasting rules may result in boredom at the receiving end 

i.e. the students.  

2. Project voice, be clear and audible and always be conscious of the 

presence of microphone in front of you. 

3. Be explicate, concise and precise while teaching. There is need to be 

conscious of the allocated air time to avoid being put off air by the 

technical crew while the lesson is mid-way.  

4. Use simple unambiguous language; use common and appropriate 

pronunciations and accent that is acceptable to the target audience.  

5.   Combine humour with concrete points to retain the attention of 

listeners.  
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The importance of the television as a tool in the realization of an effective 

opened and distance learning education in Nigeria cannot be over-emphasized. 

The television is an electronic medium, which appeals to our sense organs of 

seeing and hearing. Hence, if adequately used can go a long way in achieving 

education for all in Nigeria. 

Some relevance of television been one of the major electronic media are spelt 

out as follows 

1. It relies on close up and less distance shot which make sit similar to 

classroom atmosphere but tiny objects can be magnified and enhanced 

for visual consumption of the learners and viewers across board  

2. Television is a face to face avenue of electronic media which enables the 

presenter of instructor  speak in a friendly and easy manner to allow the 

listeners key in and follow up the lesson as it were  

3. The teaching process can be live which makes the participants  viewers 

as learners par take and follow keenly in the process by seeing and 

responding the teaching becomes more meaningful to them as it were. 

4. Teh teaching done using television as one of the electronic media is 

similar to that of the classroom teaching because the teacher/instructor 

plays the major role all through the teaching and learning process which 

makes the listeners to pay attention and follow  

5. Learning of abstract concept and distance knowledge can be brought 

closer to learners using the  television as one of the electronic media for 

effective teaching and learning among many others features of television  

 

For enhancement of open education and distance learning in Nigerian. Yusuf 

(2001, p. 220) enumerated some guides as follows: 

(i) The decision to use open education should be based on definable 

problems and learners’ needs before an action is commenced. Need 

assessment is mentally challenging but it is essential for the success 

of ay open learning programme.  

(ii) Plan the needed resources (human and material) at the stage of 

programme planning. 
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(iii) Means of ensuring two-way communication or for ensuring feedback 

between learners and the open institution should be planned for and 

monitored during implementation.  

(iv) Success in programme implementation can only be assured through 

proper evaluation. Therefore, means of ensuring diagnostic, 

formative and summative evaluation of programme implementation 

and student’s acquisition of learning content should be built in at 

initial stage of programme planning.  

(v) Flexibility in terms of content, methodology, entry requirement 

among others, should be part of open education process.  

 

At this juncture, it is pertinent to highlight some of the weakness associated with 

these media despite their laudable advantages. Some of the disadvantages that 

should be noted by all stakeholders are as follows:  

a) One of the limitations in the use of this system is the low technological 

environment of most African countries. For instance, the use of 

computers, which offer full multi-media facilities for electronic distance 

education, is not an easily acquired item in most African countries. The 

cost of computer is still relatively high when compared with salaries 

earned by most workers.  

b) The second big problem is the constant power failure in most states of 

Africa  

c) Unlike normal school setting, a student in the distance- learning 

environment needs a high level of self-motivation if he is to complete his 

study. 

d) Radio stations are rarely made available to educators where they are, and 

airtime is commercialized. 

e) Abstract verbalism is the basis of instruction on radio, practical or 

laboratory-based subjects cannot be sufficiently taught because pictorial 

content cannot be achieved. 

f) Individual differences of learners are not put into consideration. 

g) So various types of ‘Noise’ (environmental, teacher made, technical, 

psychological) can usually not be overruled. 
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h) Finally, instructional televisions cannot respond successfully to 

differential backgrounds of difference students in difference classes. 

 

Although the suitability of open education and distance learning in Nigeria is 

never in doubt, some of its limitations include the following: 

 

(i) Open education students miss out on the help they could have had 

from fellow learners in a group. Learners when they learn in-group 

get useful information about how well or otherwise they are getting 

on, by comparing their performance with that of colleagues.  

(ii) Inspiration that is generally generated by the best teachers or lecturers 

may be missed out on the open learner. 

(iii) Open learning is much more difficult to evaluate than the 

conventional school system. 

(iv) Where means of communication are not well-developed or efficient 

provision of two-way communication between learners and the open 

institution may be difficult.  

 

Conclusion  

From the foregoing, it is clear that the role of electronic media in achieving the 

goals and objectives of open and distance learning in social studies in tertiary 

institutions in Nigeria is key to national growth and development. This is 

evidence in the justifications put forward by this paper on the relevance and 

numerous merits embedded in the utilization of electronic media. Open and 

distance learning becomes more flexible and can be more convenient when 

electronic media is fully incorporated into the teaching and learning process as 

revealed by the position of this paper. The paper did not fail in examining the 

best way to successfully use and gain from the use of electronic media for 

distance learning by carefully outlining the guidelines, the advantages, as well 

as some hurdles that are likely to be encountered. The study also revealed that, 

if electronic media is well planned and utilized to it fullest the goals and 

objectives of open and distance education will be achieved in social studies as 

it were. 
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Recommendation  

After analyzing the role and relevance of electronic media towards achieving 

goals and objectives of teaching social studies education in Nigeria tertiary 

institutions the below recommendation were put forward  

1. There should be synergy between electronic media experts, government 

and policy makers towards ensuring full and optimal incorporation of 

electronic media into nigeria educational plan and process  

2. Policy makers should ensure the development of framework and 

workable legislation that will drive the utilization of electronic media in 

the teaching and learning process in tertiary institutions  

3. Teachers in training and in services should be exposed to the benefit of 

using the electronic media in teaching the students  

4. There should be continue training and retraining of the teachers on the 

use of electronic media for distance and open learning  

5. Government should provide adequate funding and proper supervision as 

well as implementation of the plan to ensure compliance at all institution 

by doing a good follow up service  

6. There should be periodic evaluation, this way it will be easy o determine 

whether the are effective the achieving of the goals are and the area of 

strength are weaknesses  will be identified for proper improvement year 

after year. 
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