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Abstract 
Human trafficking have become a worldwide industry, incorporating 

millions of people annually and generating an annual turnover of billions, 

besides drugs and gun running which negatively affect our socio economic 

development. Besides women and children, Nigeria is a country of origin, 

transit and destination for human trafficking: the main objectives of the 

study was to assess the effect of human trafficking on socio economic 

development in northwest Nigeria, despite the effort of government to curb 

the menaces of human trafficking through Immigration, NAPTIP, police 

and NDLEA, but yet the numbers of incidences are increasing imperfectly, 

the research methodology  was exploratory based on content analysis, 

secondary data were also utilized for the study. The study revealed that data 

generated from the irregular migration section of Kano state indicated that 

on 13th/04/2019 nine suspected victims of migrant smuggling were arrested 

by joint operations with NAPTIP and the case has been transferred to 

NAPTIP, More so, the study found that there was inadequate funding to 

match the responsibilities of human trafficking and rehabilitation of the 

victims. Therefore, the study indicated that there was low motive behind 

public enlightenment and awareness through seminars, workshops and 
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television programs as well as other means aimed at educating the public 

on the effect of human trafficking on socio economic development, also 

research shows that there was inadequate security personnel particularly 

immigration (border patrol/border guard) that would curtail the menace of 

human trafficking. The study recommended that government should create 

public enlightenment and awareness through seminars, workshops, radio 

and television programme as well as other means with aimed to educate the 

public on the effect of human trafficking, it was recommended that the 

government should put more effort to address the root cause of poverty and 

unemployment to our teaming youth in order to reduce the incidence of 

human trafficking. However, it also recommended that government should 

provide enough fund on budgetary allocation to the responsibilities of 

fighting human trafficking and rehabilitation of the victims as well as 

adequate provision of security. 

 

Keywords: Human Trafficking, Effect, Socio- Economic Development, 

Northwestern Nigeria 
 

 

Introduction 
The crime of human trafficking is not 

new. What is new is its global 

expansion- a market- driven industry 

which is based on the principle of 

supply and demand, where the risk is 

low and the profits are high. The 

organized crime of trafficking is 

estimated to be the third largest 

international criminal enterprise, 

Globally 27 million estimated to live 

in slavery endangered by trafficking 

generates about US$32 Billion and 

can be as high as $67,200 per victim 

per year,     It is a market, which 

exhibits serious violation of human 

rights where victims are treated like 

commodities, bought, sold, traded and 

used to meet the worldwide demand 

for sex, cheap labour, slavery, human 

organs and pornography, etc. 

Given the clandestine and 

underreported nature of human 

trafficking, there are limited data 

regarding the global prevalence. In 

2014, 17,752 victims of human 

trafficking were detected in 85 

countries in 2017, the International 

Labour Organization (ILO) estimated 

there were 24.9 million victims 

worldwide. Human trafficking is a big 

business as it earns profits of 

approximately USD 150 billion a year 
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for traffickers. According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) Global Report on Trafficking in Persons, sexual exploitation is by 

far the most commonly identified form of human trafficking (79%), followed 

by forced labour (18%). Worldwide, it is estimated that almost 20 per cent of 

all trafficking victims are children. However, in some parts of Africa and the 

Mekong Region of Southeast Asia, children comprise the majority. Although 

women and children still make up the majority of trafficking victims, the 

number of men being trafficked has increased. In 2014, four in 10 detected 

victims were used for forced labour and 63 per cent of this group were men, 

While sexual exploitation and forced labour are the most prominent forms of 

trafficking, victims can also be exploited in many other ways such as being used 

as beggars, child soldiers, for forced marriages, benefit fraud, production of 

pornography or for organ removal. 

Therefore, human trafficking is too covert to accurately measure, the numbers 

involved are significant. Estimates suggest that 400,000 illegal immigrants 

reach Europe each year, while 850,000 arrive in the US annually (however, 

these figures include those who have paid smugglers, as well as trafficked 

victims). In 2004, the US government approximated that 600,000-800,000 are 

trafficked internationally annually, of which 80 per cent are female and 50 per 

cent are minors, with 70 per cent of females being trafficked for commercial 

sexual exploitation (US Department of State 2004). ILO estimates that 2.44 

million people are in forced labour worldwide as a result of trafficking (out of 

an estimated 12.3 million people worldwide in forced bonded labour, child 

labour, and sexual servitude) (ILO 2008).  

Nigeria is a Signatory to many International Conventions some of these 

conventions have been domesticated, some of them include: The Universal 

declaration of human right, 1948; Convention on the elimination of all forms of 

discrimination against women, CEDAW 1979; Convention for the suppress of 

Trafficking in persons and the Exploitation of Prostitution of others 1949 and 

the African Charter on human and peoples Right, 1981. Others include 

International Labour Organisation (I L O) Convention on minimum age on 

forced Labour, 1999, Convention of Rights of Child, 1989 and United nation 

Convention against Transnational Organised Crime, 2000. 

Although, The National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons 

(NAPTIP) was created on 14th of July 2003 by the Trafficking in Persons 

(Prohibition) Enforcement and Administration Act 2003, The Agency is the 



90  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2020 

 

Federal Government of Nigeria’s response to addressing the scourge of 

trafficking in persons. It is a fulfillment of the country’s international obligation 

under the Trafficking in Persons Protocol to prevent, suppress and punish 

trafficking in persons, especially women and children, supplementing the 

United Nations Transnational Organized Crime Convention (UNTOC). Nigeria 

also became a signatory to the Transnational Organized Crime Convention and 

its Trafficking in Persons Protocol on 13th December, 2000. Article 5 of the 

Trafficking Protocol enjoins States Parties to criminalize practices and conduct 

that subject human beings to all forms of exploitation which includes in the 

minimum sexual and labour exploitation. The Trafficking in Persons Act 2003 

was an outcome of a private member bill sponsored at the National Assembly 

by the Women Trafficking and Child Labour Eradication Foundation 

(WOTCLEF), a non-governmental organization founded by Mrs. Amina Titi 

Atiku Abubakar, the wife of the Vice-President of Nigeria at that time. The Bill 

was passed by the National Assembly on 7th July, 2003 and Presidential Assent 

given on 14th of July 2003. The law which is operational throughout the country 

created NAPTIP as a specific multi-disciplinary crime-fighting Agency and the 

nation’s focal institution to fight the scourge of trafficking in persons in the 

country using the four pronged approach of Prevention, Protection, Prosecution 

and Partnership. The Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Law Enforcement and 

Administration Act, 2003 went through an amendment in 2005 in a bid to 

further strengthen the Agency. However, in 2015, as a result of the new trends 

in the crime of trafficking in persons and the need to further strengthen the 

institutional framework, the Act was repealed and the Trafficking in Persons 

(Prohibition), Enforcement and Administration Act, 2015 was enacted.  

The profits to be made from human trafficking, a process that often requires the 

control of the entire migration cycle, attracts large crime syndicates, unlike 

smuggling, which can be run by small enterprises. Human trafficking is 

estimated to be the third largest international criminal enterprise, generating an 

estimated US$9.5 billion annually (US State Department 2004). Organized 

criminal groups often combine human trafficking with other types of criminal 

activities, and its profits fuel other criminal activities, which present huge 

security threats to countries, such as the drug trade, particularly as some of the 

trade routes, (Väyrynen 2003. 

Despite the effort put in place by government through immigration officers, 

police officers, NDLEA and NAPTIP to curtail the menaces of human 
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trafficking. But yet the numbers of incidences are in the increasing imperfectly 

and annually due to economic disparities, inadequate funding, poverty, 

unemployment and marginalization of many rural communities, these also 

produced critical conditions that makes people vulnerable to trafficking which 

seriously affect our socio – economic development in northern Nigeria. 

However, Polaris project, 2013, stated that two-third of victims are women, and 

79% the victims are subjected to sexual exploitation. 

It is in the light of the above that one fundamental question that this work wants 

to asked is how has Human Trafficking affected the Socio Economic 

Development in Nigeria? The Main objective of the study is to assess the effect 

of Human Trafficking on the Socio Economic Development in Northern 

Nigeria. 

  

Literature Review and Theoretical Framework 

Concepts of Human Trafficking 

Trafficking in Persons was first defined in the International law through the 

United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 

Persons, especially Women and Children. This Protocol popularly known as the 

‘Palermo Protocol’ or ‘Trafficking Protocol’ supplemented the United Nations 

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (2000). Article 3, 

paragraph (a) of the Protocol states; 

“Trafficking in Persons (TIP) shall mean the recruitment, 

transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons, by 

means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, 

of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of office or of 

a position of vulnerability or the giving or receiving of 

payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having 

control over another person for the purpose of exploitation”. 

 

Preamble to the Convention for the Suppression of Traffic in Persons and for 

the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others (1949): 

“Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of 

the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, 

forced labor or services, slavery or practices similar to 

slavery, services or the removal of organs”. 
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This definition is the most widely endorsed and provided the essential basis for 

national law reform. Further to this definition, article 3 paragraph (b) states; 

“The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended 

exploitation set forth in paragraph (a) of this article shall be 

irrelevant where any of the means set forth in paragraph (a) 

have been used”. 

 

In other words where ever any of the elements of trafficking in persons is used 

the consent of the 

Victim is meaningless. The three elements of trafficking include: 

i. The act (what is done): The operational concept of movement and 

transportation for example 

 

Recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons. 

ii. The means (how is it done): this means the intervention of an 

intermediary noting that most often the means is present before the 

act could take place namely threat or use of force, coercion, 

abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power, of vulnerability or 

giving payments or benefits of a person in control of the victim. 

iii. The purpose (why it is done): for the purpose of exploitation which 

includes exploiting the 

 

Prostitution of others, sexual exploitation, forced labor, slavery or similar 

practices and the removal of organs. 

In the Europol Convention of 1995, Traffic in human beings is defined as 

follows:  

“Subjection of a person to the real and illegal sway of other 

persons by using violence or menaces or by abuse of authority 

or intrigue with a view to exploitation of prostitution, forms of 

sexual exploitation and assault of minors or trade in 

abandoned children” 

 

The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in 

“Trafficking in Human Beings: Implications for the OSCE” defines Trafficking 

in Human Beings as: 
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“All acts involved in the recruitment, abduction, transport 

(within or across borders), safe, transfer, harboring, or receipt 

of persons; 

- By the threat or use of force, deception, coercion (including 

abuse of authority), or debt bondage; 

- For the purpose of placing or holding such person, whether 

for pay or not, in involuntary servitude, forced or bonded 

labor, or in slavery-like conditions; 

- in a community other than the one in which the person lived 

at the time of the original deception, coercion or debt 

bondage”. 

 

According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), trafficking in 

human beings occurs when: “- a migrant is illicitly engaged (recruited, 

kidnapped, sold, etc) and/or moved, either within national or across 

international borders; 

- intermediaries (traffickers) during any part of this process 

obtain economic or other profit by means of deception, 

coercion and/or other forms of exploitation under conditions 

that violate the fundamental human rights of migrants”. 

 

The Global Alliance against Trafficking in Women (GAATW), the 

International Human Rights Law Group and the Foundation against Trafficking 

in Women  in conjunction with similar NGOs around the world defined 

trafficking as: 

“Any act or attempt involving the recruitment, transport within 

or across national boundaries, exchange, sale, transfer, 

lodging or reception of a person by means of deception, 

constraint (including the use of force or the abuse of authority) 

or by means of debt bondage with a view o placing or 

maintaining the person in question, with or without financial 

consideration, in a position of servitude (domestic, sexual or 

reproductive) in forced labour or in conditions analogous o 

slavery, in a community other than that in which the person 

lived until the moment the deception, constraint or debt 

bondage was brought to bear.” 
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The Geneva Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, adopted by the League of 

Nations in 1926 and joined by a Supplementary Convention in 1956, provides 

a precise definition of slavery and trafficking. 

The Convention described Slavery as the possession of a person and exercise 

over the same of any or all the powers attributing to the right of owners hip. 

The Geneva Convention described trafficking as a practice which includes the 

act of capturing, 

acquisition or conferment of a person to reduce the same to slavery, as well as 

every act of acquisition or conferment by sale or exchange, and, in general, 

every act of trading or transport of slaves. 

According to a report on “Trafficking In Persons: Global Patterns,” published 

by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in April 2006, 

“Governments need to get serious about identifying the full extent of the 

problem so they can get serious about eliminating it. 

The act that this form slavery still exists in the 21st century shames us all. 

Virtually no country in the world is unaffected by the crime of human 

trafficking for sexual exploitation or forced labor”. The report further identified 

127 countries of origin, 98 transit countries and 137 destination countries. 

African countries are source, transit and destination countries for human 

trafficking. For instance, Nigeria is a source, transit and destination country for 

trafficked women and children who are usually trafficked to Europe, Middle 

East and other countries in Africa for the purposes of forced labour, domestic 

servitude and sexual exploitation. Recent studies carried out by the Nigerian 

Embassy in Rome, Italy revealed that 80% of trafficked persons from Africa are 

young girls including minors of 8 between 12-16 years. 

 

Migrant Smuggling 

Smuggling of Migrants is a crime involving the procurement for financial or 

other material benefit of illegal entry of a person into a State of which that 

person is not a national or resident. Migrant smuggling affects almost every 

country in the world. It undermines the integrity of countries and communities, 

and costs thousands of people their lives every year. UNODC, as the guardian 

the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 

(Organized Crime Convention) and the Protocols thereto, assist States in their 
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efforts to implement the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, 

Sea and Air (Smuggling of Migrants Protocol). 

The Smuggling of Migrants Protocol supplementing the United Nations 

Convention against 

Transnational Organized Crime defines the smuggling of migrants as the: 

"procurement, in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a 

financial or other material benefit, of the illegal entry of a 

person into a State Party of which the person is not a national 

or a permanent resident."   

 

(Article 3, Smuggling of Migrants Protocol). In order to comply with the 

Smuggling of Migrants Protocol, Article 6 requires states to criminalize both 

smuggling of migrants and enabling of a person to remain in a country illegally, 

as well as aggravating circumstances that endanger lives or safety, or entail 

inhuman or degrading treatment of Migrants. Virtually every country in the 

world is affected by this crime, whether as an origin, transit or destination 

country for smuggled migrants by profit-seeking criminals. Smuggled migrants 

are vulnerable to life-threatening risks and exploitation; thousands of people 

have suffocated in containers, perished in deserts or dehydrated at sea. 

Generating huge profits for the criminals involved, migrant smuggling fuels 

corruption and empowers organized crime. 

 

Child Labour 

A child or children are minors under the age of 18 years. Child labour includes 

those children (minors under age 18) working in the Worst Forms of Child 

Labour (WFCL) as outlined in International Labour Organization (ILO) 

Convention 182 and children engaged in work that is exploitative and/or 

interferes with their ability to participate in and complete required years of 

schooling, in line with ILO Convention 138. ILO Convention 182 defines the 

WFCL as: 

1. all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and 

trafficking of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or 

compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment of 

children for use in armed conflict; 

2. The use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, the production 

of pornography or for Pornographic performances; 
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3. The use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular 

for the production and Trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant 

international treaties; and 

4. Work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, 

is likely to harm the Health, safety or morals of children. 

 

Forced Labour 

The internationally recognized definition of forced or compulsory labor is found 

in ILO Convention 29. According to this Convention, forced or compulsory 

labor is "all work or service which is exacted from any person under the menace 

of any penalty and for which they said person has not offered him voluntarily." 

There are four key elements to this definition, and indicators related to each 

element, as set forth below. The combination of indicators for each situation 

must be analyzed in order to determine whether the situation is one of forced 

labor or not. 

(a) All work or service: This includes all types of work, service and 

employment, regardless of the industry, sector or occupation within 

which it is found, and encompasses legal and formal employment as well 

as illegal and informal work. 

(b) Any person: This refers to adults and children. 

(c) Menace of any penalty: This refers to a worker believing he or she will 

face a penalty if they refuse to work. "Menace" means the penalty need 

not be exacted, but rather, that threats of penalty may be sufficient, if the 

employee believes the employer will exact the penalty. A wide variety 

of penalties, such as confinement to the workplace, violence against 

workers or family members, retention of identity documents, dismissal 

from employment, and non-payment of wages, or other loss of rights or 

privileges, may be sufficient to fulfill this element of the test for forced 

labor. 

(d) Voluntary: This refers to workers’ consent to enter into employment and 

their freedom to leave the employment at any time, with reasonable 

notice in accordance with national law or collective agreements. In 

essence, persons are in a forced labor situation if they enter work or 

service against their free choice, and cannot leave it without penalty or 

the threat of penalty. Involuntariness does not have to result from 

physical punishment or constraint; it can also stem from other forms of 
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retaliation, such as the loss of rights or privileges or non-payment of 

wages owed. Note that a worker can be considered to be in forced labor 

even if his or her consent was given, if that consent was obtained through 

the use of force, abduction, fraud, deception or the abuse of power or a 

position of vulnerability, or if the consent has been revoked. ILO 

Convention 105 further specifies that forced labor should never be used 

for the purpose of Economic development or as a means of political 

coercion, discrimination, labor discipline or Punishment for having 

participated in strikes. Forced labor can happen in any industry, but is 

especially prevalent in industries that require low skilled labor, such as 

agriculture and mining, or occupations hidden from public view, like 

domestic Service. Until the 20th century, most of the world's forced labor 

was rooted in traditional social stratification systems and patterns of 

discrimination, agrarian production structures, conquest, colonialism 

and the slave trade. Certain castes, religious minorities, and indigenous 

peoples have long been vulnerable to forced labor. Forced labor is not 

just a historical problem. Today, as in the past, some governments force 

their citizens to carry out infrastructure projects, produce goods, raise 

crops and perform other forms of work. Indeed, the ILO estimates that 

10 percent of forced labor worldwide is state-imposed forced labor. This 

includes prison labor where victims are imprisoned without conviction 

by a court of law, and made to perform work or service. 

 

Global economic migration has also given rise to new forms of forced labor. 

The push factors of poverty and lack of jobs where people live, combined with 

the pull factor of employer demand for cheap labor, have caused many migrants 

to seek economic opportunities in other countries or in other parts of their own. 

Migrant workers make up a significant proportion of the workforce in certain 

industries and parts of the world. They are especially vulnerable to labor 

recruiters and other intermediaries, organized crime syndicates, and employers 

offering false contract terms and other fraudulent schemes. Many migrants pay 

fees to such recruiters or intermediaries and become trapped in debt bondage: 

cyclical debt, often including unreasonable interest or other terms that their 

wages are insufficient to repay. Cycles of debt bondage can also occur when 

employers deduct from workers' wages for housing, food and other costs, 

leaving them with little or no take-home pay. 
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Many migrant workers are required to sign contracts in languages they cannot 

read; many others have informal employment relationships with no contract at 

all. Some are required to turn over their identity documents to employers, 

leaving them without the option to escape. Migrants can also be especially 

vulnerable to confinement in workplaces, including through various forms of 

physical and/or psychological coercion, since they are often unfamiliar with 

their surroundings and local languages or cultures. 

Modern dynamics of global production have also increased worker vulnerability 

to forced labor. For instance, buyer pressure on suppliers to keep prices low and 

to complete orders quickly, commonly implemented through production quota 

systems, often lead suppliers to rely on excessively long schedules, in some 

cases rising to the level of forced overtime. 

While poverty can push people into exploitative work, it is important to 

distinguish between very poor working conditions and forced labor. A lack of 

economic alternatives, such as other jobs, does not by itself qualify a situation 

as one of forced labor. Forced labor is distinguished by the worker feeling a 

threat of penalty, exacted by his or her employer or an agent of the employer, 

such as a supervisor or recruiter, and completing the work involuntarily. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

Every study requires relevant theories to provide guide for its course. Theories 

by nature are sets of facts and explanations about study. The theory is below; 

Structural functionalism theory was propounded by Hebert Spencer (1820-

1903) relating to social stability and instability: social stability is manifested in 

the number of jobs that trafficked human perform. We find them not only doing 

sexual work, but in all areas such as agriculture, domestic service, construction 

work and factories. Due to the low cost owners have to pay for this kind of 

modern slavery, businesses become very profitable. Profitable businesses 

generate wealth to the country. For example, child labor in countries like China 

allows foreign industry to offer low manufacturing cost that will return higher 

margins for the owners. 

The instability exists in different areas. Jobs for the general population are 

reduced. Sexual slaves live in deplorable conditions and lack hygiene, 

increasing the chance of getting sick and transmit sexual diseases. Since human 

trafficking is an illegal business, the places where they take place do not meet 
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health and safety standards. The trafficking industry also generates violence, 

increasing the number of victims and the death people in the country. 

Conflict Perspective: the lack of jobs, low wages and high cost of living caused 

by inflation creates an opportunity to human traffickers. Lack of food, clothing 

and housing and the impossibility of the government in fulfilling these needs 

create the desire in their citizens to emigrate and look for better opportunities, 

and it is there when they become a prey for heartless human beings who lure 

them with false promises. Trafficked people usually are seduced with untruthful 

promises of employment, better pay and security. When they arrive to their 

destination, they discover they have been lied to and suffer a series of abuses. 

Drug traffickers belong to powerful criminal organizations that enrich selling 

human beings and their services. Conversely, trafficked people usually pertain 

to lower social stratus, reason why they become an easy target. 

Interactionism: human trafficking is not a product of rational choice, but it is 

influenced by the desire to satisfy basic needs and progress in life. This is when 

traffickers take advantage of peoples dream and promise them employment 

abroad with secure pay. Trafficked people become slaves in other countries 

while they perform all kind of services. 

Majority of trafficking is done by networks of smaller groups that each 

specialize in a certain area, like recruitment, transportation, advertising, or 

retail. 

 

Methodology 

This study  is conceptual depend on a review  of literature  and analysis of 

research data from the literature, the research was essentially exploratory 

research based on secondary source of data generated  from goggle search 

engine,  newspapers, magazines as well as conference proceeding, journal, and 

unpublished dissertation. 

 

Empirical Studies 

Anuforum, (2014) conducted research on ‘Social and Economic Implications of 

Human Trafficking in Nigeria’; NAPTIB FOCUS, the study revealed that 

victims are usually not willing to talk or give witnesses to prosecute traffickers 

due to oath of secrecy and reprisal attack, the study also revealed that there was 

insufficient budgetary allocations to match the responsibilities of fighting 

human trafficking and rehabilitations of the victims. The research shows that 
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there was no aggressive campaigns, conferences and documentaries to help the 

ill of human trafficking, more so, the research recommended that there should 

be sufficient budgetary provisions to sustain rehabilitation measures, the 

research recommended that concerted effort should be put on aggressive 

campaigns and awareness to educate on the ills of human trafficking, however, 

the government should increase security personnel at border post/commitment 

by the state parties. 

Adedokun, (2016) concentrated on curbing the menace of human trafficking in 

Nigeria communities with emphasis on two local government area one in Ekiti 

and one in Oyo, the study was a descriptive survey research design stratified  

random sampling techniques was used to collate data, the study revealed that 

people both young men and women are victims of human trafficking, it also 

revealed that poverty, greed and the materialism are the main causes for fairly 

victim of human trafficking, it was also found that traffickers use violence, 

threat, deception and debt bondage to trap victims, the study recommended that 

community education should be embarked upon to make people aware of the 

menace of human trafficking, job opportunities should be created for the 

Nigerian youth and laws should be effectively enforced on human traffickers 

while rehabilitated services should be adequately provided for the victims. 

Osimen, (2018) wrote on “The socio-economic effect of human trafficking in 

Nigeria, the findings of the study shows that trafficking in person (TIPS) 

generates about N10 billion annually for criminals also finding revealed that 

annually N500,000 million persons move across international borders annually: 

80% of trafficked victims are females: so 20% are youth and children and 

majority are trafficked for commercial sex, it was also discovered that the 

victims are taken to different native doctors to take oath of secrecy, the research 

recommended that there should be legal action aimed at protecting human right 

and combating human trafficking, the study recommended that there is need for 

the different agencies including the department of immigration and the police 

to check the harmful effect of human trafficking, also the study recommended 

that there should be clearly articulated strategies to combat the menace of 

human trafficking along with a natural plan of action and reliable information 

with the collaboration of all stakeholders such as government NGOs and 

international agencies as well as representations from both rural and urban 

communities. 
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Clement, (2016) emphasized on gender issues in human trafficking in Edo state, 

Nigeria the study examined the predominance of human trafficking within a 

social and cultural milieu by taking into account gender issues, a total of 120 

household heads were purposively selected and interviewed, the study revealed 

that there was greater preference for the male child based on the inheritance 

system. The findings also accentuate the state of women in Benin society, which 

has significantly gone through changes mediated by colonial context. 

Eunice, (2017) conducted research on the effects on incidence of human 

trafficking in southern Nigeria; cluster analysis was carried out to segment 

number of incidence at the local government level into statistically contagious 

groups. After the classification of the sources, an analysis was carried to 

examine the different in the socio-economic characteristics of the cluster while 

Kruskal Wallis independent sample test was used to examine the significant 

difference in the socio-economic characteristics across the cluster, the findings 

shows the relationship between socio-economic station, also the incidence of 

trafficking in person revealed the complexity of the situation across many of the 

identified source, however, the paper recommended that the government should 

ensure that the activities of NAPTIP receives sufficient funding especially in 

the areas of prosecuting trafficking offenders and providing adequate care and 

assist for victims. Also government should provide regular trafficking to police 

and immigration officials to identify trafficking victims among vulnerable 

population especially in rural areas. 

 

Gap of Study 

This study is highly needed to cover the gap left by various previous scholars 

on human trafficking. Although many researches have been conducted in the 

same or similar field, but yet none of such researches studied deeply on the 

effect of human trafficking on socio-economic development in northwest 

Nigeria, hence this research was conducted to make a difference from 

researches and was therefore designed and aimed to fill the gap mentioned 

above. 

 

Discussion of the findings 

The findings of the research shows that the data generated from the irregular 

migration section of Kano state indicated that on 13/04/2019 nine suspected 

victims of migrant smuggling were arrested by joint operation with NAPTIP, 
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and the case has been transferred to NAPTIP, on 14/04/2019 three suspected 

victims of migrant smuggling joint operation with NAPTIP, the case were 

transferred to NAPTIP. 10-suspected victims of migrant smuggling were 

arrested on 15/04/2019 and transferred the case to NAPTIP, on 16/03/2019; 

there was arrest of a suspect and interception of victims of migrant smuggling 

the case were also transferred to command, However, on 19/03/2019 There was 

arrest of two suspects and victims of migrant smuggling the case was transferred 

to command, on 21st /03/2019, two suspected and irregular migration was 

arrested the case has been transferred to command, on 08/05/2019 there was 

interception of victims of migrant smuggling the case was transferred to 

command, on 14/05/2019 there was arrest of illegal migrant working, the case 

was under investigation, on 16/05/2019 there was complaint against one mallam 

Babangida by Nura Yusuf the case was under investigation and the rest of them  

 It was revealed that data from the national agency for the prohibition of 

trafficking in person (NAPTIP) shows that 78% percent of the victims of human 

trafficking in Nigeria fall within this age range 8 – 27years children fall within 

this age bracket are of school going age. 

However, the study found that there was increasing economic disparities in the 

northern Nigeria, along with poverty and unemployment as well as 

marginalization of many rural communities has produced conditions making 

people vulnerable to trafficking. More so, the study revealed that there was 

inadequate funding to match the responsibilities of human trafficking and 

rehabilitations of the victims.  

Therefore, the study indicated that there was low motive behind public 

enlightenment and awareness through seminars, workshops radio and television 

programmes and other means aimed at educating the public on the effect of 

trafficking in persons, also research shows that there were inadequate security 

personnel at the borders that would curtail the menace of human trafficking. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Risk factors for trafficking increases particularly when individual are vulnerable 

due to poverty, unemployment and lack of awareness, as well as drugs abuse, 

loss of parent and illiteracy, the attraction of perceived higher standard of living 

elsewhere, the demand for cheap labour and for prostituted women, girls and 

boys derived trafficking, human trafficking usually begins with fraudulent 
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recruitment methods such as promise of employment, marriage or a better life, 

it also starts out as recruitment or movement and ends up with exploitation. 

The study recommended that government should create public enlightenment 

and awareness through seminars, workshop, radio and television programmes 

and other means with aim to educate the public on the dangers of trafficking in 

persons. It was recommended that government should address the root cause of 

poverty and unemployment to our teaming youth in order to reduce the 

incidences of human trafficking. However, it recommended that government 

should provide enough fund on budgetary allocation to match the 

responsibilities of fighting human trafficking and rehabilitations of the victims. 
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