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Abstract 
Turkey has been diplomatically and militarily involved in the Syrian Civil 

War since its outbreak in 2011. Initially condemning the Syrian government 

at the outbreak of civil unrest in Syria during the spring of 2011, the Turkish 

government's involvement gradually  into military assistance for the Free 

Syrian Army in July 2011, border clashes in 2012, and direct military 

interventions in 2016- 2017, 2018, and in 2019. The military operations 

have resulted in the Turkish occupation of northern Syria since August 

2016. After a decade of relatively friendly relations with Syria during the 

prior decade, Turkey condemned Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad over 

the violent crackdown on protests in 2011 and later that year joined a 

number of other countries demanding his resignation. From the beginning 

of the war, Turkey trained defectors of the Syrian Army in its territory under 

the supervision of the Turkish National Intelligence Organization (MİT), 

among who emerged the Free Syrian Army (FSA) in July 2011. In May 

2012, the Turkish National Intelligence Organization (MİT) began arming 

and training the FSA and provided them with a base of operations. Tensions 

between Syria and Turkey significantly worsened after Syrian forces shot 

down a Turkish fighter jet in June 2012, and border clashes erupted in 

October 2012. On 24 August 2016, the Turkish Armed Forces began a 

declared direct military intervention into Syria, mainly targeting the 

People's Protection Units but also the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. 

Human rights groups, including the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 

and Human Rights Watch have reported that Turkish troops have killed 443 

civilians fleeing the civil war in Syria. This includes 78 children and 44 

women killed by Turkish border guards. This paper has uses various 
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literatures on the subject matter and reviewed it to investigate the problem 

at hand. The researcher was of view that Turkey-Syria relation has growing 

serious bad signals bad diplomatic relations since 2011 after Syrian unrest 

and involvement of Turkey government in to refugee and military assistance 

that led to Turkish army occupying some places around the country’s 

borders that make Syrian army to revolt in order to protect their territory. 

For peace to be maintain in Syrian there is need for Russia , US,  French 

and other superpowers  countries to withdraw their hands from the conflict 

and allowed the two countries to diplomatically resolved their differences.  

 

Keywords: Syrian Unrest, Peace, Turkey Intervention, Diplomatic 

Relations 
 

 

Introduction 
According Wall,  S (2016) has argued  

that  after a decade of relatively 

friendly relations between Turkey and  

Syria during the prior decade, Turkey 

condemned Syrian President Bashar 

Al-Assad over the violent crackdown 

on protesters in 2011 and later that 

year joined a number of other 

countries demanding his resignation.  

Syrian Observers for Human Rights 

(2020) has highlighted that  from the 

beginning of the war, Turkey trained 

defectors of the Syrian Army in its 

territory under the supervision of the 

Turkish National Intelligence 

Organization (MİT), among whom 

emerged the Free Syrian Army (FSA) 

in July 2011. In May 2012, the 

Turkish National Intelligence 

Organization (MİT) began arming and 

training the FSA and provided them 

with a base of operations. Tensions 

between Syria and Turkey 

significantly worsened after Syrian 

forces shot down a Turkish fighter jet 

in June 2012, and border clashes 

erupted in October 2012. On 24 

August 2016, the Turkish Armed 

Forces has   declared direct military 

intervention into Syria, mainly 

targeting the People's Protection Units 

but also the Islamic State of Iraq . The   

Human rights groups, including the 

Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 

and Human Rights Watch have 

reported that Turkish troops have 

killed 443 civilians fleeing the civil 

war in Syria. This includes 78 children 

and 44 women killed by Turkish 

border guards. (Karam, 2019)  

The above statement has clearly cited 

the worsening issues of crisis between 

Turkish /Syria relations which has   

resulted to the firstly crash down of 

Turkish Jet by Syrian military, this 

open the page of clash for two 
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countries each one to protect its national interest that led a Turkish military kills 

many Syrian civilians among them are women, children and old peoples.  

 

Statement of Problem 

After a decade of relatively friendly relations with Syria during the past prior 

decade, Turkey condemned Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad over the violent 

crackdown on protests in 2011 and later that year joined a number of other 

countries demanding his resignation. From the beginning of the war, Turkey 

trained defectors of the Syrian Army in its territory under the supervision of the 

Turkish National Intelligence Organization (MİT), among who emerged the 

Free Syrian Army (FSA) in July 2011. In May 2012, the Turkish National 

Intelligence Organization (MİT) began arming and training the FSA and 

provided them with a base of operations. Tensions between Syria and Turkey 

significantly worsened after Syrian forces shot down a Turkish fighter jet in 

June 2012, and border clashes erupted in October 2012. On 24 August 2016, 

the Turkish Armed Forces began a declared direct military intervention into 

Syria, mainly targeting the People's Protection Units but also the Islamic State 

of Iraq and the Levant. Human rights groups, including the Syrian Observatory 

for Human Rights and Human Rights Watch have reported that Turkish troops 

have killed 443 civilians fleeing the civil war in Syria. This includes 78 children 

and 44 women killed by Turkish border guards. This paper has uses various 

literatures on the subject matter and reviewed it to investigate the problem at 

hand. The paper was of view that Turkey-Syria relation has growing serious bad 

signals since 2011 after Syrian unrest and involvement of Turkey government 

in to refugee and military assistance that led to Turkish army occupying some 

places around the country’s borders that make Syrian army to revolt in order to 

protect their territory. For peace to be maintain in Syrian there is need for Russia 

, US,  French and other superpowers  countries to withdraw their hands from 

the conflict and allowed the two countries to diplomatically resolved their 

differences.  

The Turkish military regularly targets Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) bases in 

Iraq and in 2018, Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan said he would launch a 

formal operation against Kurds in Iraq. The Iraqi government has issued formal 

complaints against Turkish incursions into its sovereign territory. In January 

2019, the Turkish government claimed that separatist Kurdish militants tied to 

the PKK conducted an attack on a Turkish army base in northern Iraq that 

resulted in damage to military equipment and no casualties. 

Turkey also provided refuge for Syrian dissidents. Syrian opposition activists 

convened in Istanbul in May 2011 to discuss regime change, and Turkey hosts 
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the head of the Free Syrian Army, Colonel Riad al-Asaad. Turkey became 

increasingly hostile to the Assad government's policies and encouraged 

reconciliation among dissident factions. Turkish President Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan declared his intent to "cultivate a favorable relationship with whatever 

government would take the place of Assad."(Ahval, 2019)  

After U.S. President Donald J. Trump announced in December 2018 that the 

United States would begin withdrawing troops from Syria, Syrian Kurds, who 

have largely fought as members of the U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces 

(SDF), expressed concerns that Turkey would increase its attacks against them.  

Ilham Ahmed, the leader of the Syrian Kurds’ largest political organization, 

asked western governments to create an international observer force along the 

Syria-Turkey border. In January 2019, Trump threatened to sanction Turkey if  

the Turkish military attack U.S.-backed Kurdish forces in Syria and U.S. 

National Security Advisor John Bolton indicated that the United States would 

continue to seek reassurances from Erdogan that the Syrian Kurds would not be 

attacked. As the Syrian civil war winds down, Erdogan and Trump have 

continued to discuss options for establishing a safe zone and whether the United 

States will retrieve the weapons it provided to the Syrian Kurds.  

A study by Metropoll in September 2019 found that 68% of Turks disapprove 

for the current government policies on Syria. The poll also found that 47.5% of 

Turks see the Free Syrian Army as an "enemy". Three out of four Turks said 

that Syrian refugees should return to Syria "even if the war continues". 

According to another research by Metropoll, the amount of support for 2019 

Turkish offensive into north-eastern Syria was at 79%, while Operation Olive 

Branch had 71% support.   

However, the above statement has showed to us how US intervene in the Turkey 

–Syria conflict which make the crisis escalating because contentious issues that 

are the root of the conflict are not be address rather US government was backing 

one side of the conflicting parties.  

 

Research Questions 

The paper has the following questions to ask: 

i. What is nature of diplomatic Politics between Turkey/Syrian 

Relation? 

ii. What cause conflict between Turkey and Syria? 

iii. What are ways that would booster good diplomatic relations between 

Turkey and Syria? 
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Research Objectives  

The general objective of this paper is to investigate politics behind Turkey and 

Syria diplomatic relations with the following specific objectives: 

i. To find out the nature of  diplomatic  politics between Turkey and 

Syrian Relations 

ii. To examine causes of conflict between Turkey and Syria 

iii. To investigate the appropriate ways that could promote good 

diplomatic relations between Turkey and Syria  

 

Research Methodology 

The researcher has uses secondary source of information to gather relevant 

information from various literature on the issues of diplomacy and conflict 

between Turkey and Syria in order to suggest an appropriate means of good 

political diplomacy between the two countries end the menace of present and 

future conflict in the Middle East. 

 

Literatures on Conflict between Turkey and Syria 

Turkey and anti-government forces in Syria 

Arab media  has in many time reported that the village of Az-Zanbaqi in Jisr al-

Shughur's countryside has become a base for a massive amount of Uyghur 

Turkistan Islamic Party militants and their families in Syria, estimated at around 

3,500. They further indicated that  the Turkish intelligence was being involved 

in transporting these Uyghurs via Turkey to Syria, with the aim of using them 

first in Syria to help Jabhat Al-Nusra and gain combat experience fighting 

against the Syrian Army before sending them back to Xinjiang to fight against 

China if they manage to survive.  

Robert S, (2012) has argued  that Arab news agencies reported that the Uyghurs 

in the Turkistan Islamic Party, the Chechens in Junud al-Sham, Jabhat al-Nusra 

and Ahrar al-Sham are being coordinated by Turkish intelligence to work with 

the Army of Conquest. Turkish media agencies, on the other hand, denied this 

and stated that it was a scheme of the Chinese government to promise a holy 

cause and new lands to Uyghur forces with Islamic tendencies, which has been 

eventually be cited by the government as the reason for more oppressive 

policies towards the Uyghur people. The validity of the Chinese statements had 

also been challenged by Sean Roberts of Georgetown University in an article 

on global terrorism. Conversely, other reports emphasized on the Uyghur 

fighters' ties with ISIL, which led to the 2017 Istanbul nightclub shooting 

against Turkey. However, the crisis of Turkish and Syria has two major classes 
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of perspectives, firstly, the influence of other powerful economic countries 

intervention on the escalation of the crisis by giving support to one side of the 

conflicting parties, secondly, the supporting of Syrian protesters or so called 

rebels by Turkish government to fights fall down the Asad government in Syria.   

Lina , S (2015) has highlighted that since 1999, when Bashar al-Assad's father 

of  Hafez al-Assad expelled Kurdish leader Abdullah Öcalan, relations between 

Syria and Turkey  become warmed. The Turkish Parliament's refusal to 

cooperate militarily with the 2003 invasion of Iraq was a turning point in Syrian-

Turkish bilateral relations as Syria's perceptions of Turkey as incapable of 

acting independently were altered. The normalization of relations started in late 

2004, when the Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan flew to 

Damascus to sign a free trade agreement  

At the beginning of the Syrian Civil War, Turkey trained defectors of the Syrian 

Army on its territory, and in July 2011, a group of them announced the birth of 

the Free Syrian Army, under the supervision of Turkish intelligence. In October 

2011, Turkey began sheltering the Free Syrian Army, offering the group a safe 

zone and a base of operations. Together with Saudi Arabia and Qatar, Turkey 

has also provided the rebels with arms and other military equipment.  

On 5 August 2012, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan criticised the Republican People’s 

Party (CHP) leader Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu of siding with the Syrian regime over 

the Syrian people, Sengupta, Kim (May 12, 2015).  When he said:  

Turkish opposition parties that supported the Syrian regime will be embarrassed 

in the near future to visit Damascus, whilst he (Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu) and the 

members of his party will go to Damascus to meet their brothers and sisters 

there; recite al-Fatiha (the opening chapter of the Quran) by the Mausoleum of 

Saladin; pray in the courtyards of the Umayyad mosque; visit the grave of the 

Prophet's companion, Bilal ibn Rabah; the tomb of Imam Ibn Arabi, the Tekkiye 

Mosque and the Hejaz Railway Station; and thank Allah side by side with our 

Syrian brothers.  

Turkey, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia have supported the Army of Conquest. The 

coalition includes the al-Nusra Front (the Syrian affiliate of al-Qaeda) and Ahrar 

al-Sham, but it also included non-al-Qaeda-linked Islamist factions, such as the 

Sham Legion, that have received covert arms support from the United States. 

According, Idiz, S (2013) some Turkish officials said they were giving logistical 

and intelligence support to the command center of the coalition, but said they 

did not give direct help to al-Nusra, while acknowledging that the group would 

be beneficiaries. It also reported that some rebels and officials say that material 

support in the form of money and weapons to the Islamist groups was being 
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given by Saudis with Turkey facilitating its passage. Al-Ahram reported that 

President Obama of the United States chose not to confront Saudi Arabia and 

Qatar over the issue at a May 2015 meeting of the Gulf Cooperation Council, 

although al-Nusra and Ahrar al-Sham troops made up 90% of the troops in the 

Idlib region, where they were making substantial gains against the Assad 

government. 

Turkey had reportedly criticized designation of the Nusra Front as a terrorist 

organization. Feridun Sinirlioğlu had reportedly told his American interlocutors 

that it was more important to focus on the "chaos" that Assad has created instead 

of groups such as al-Nusra. Al-Monitor claimed in 2013 that Turkey was 

reconsidering its support for Nusra. Turkey's designation of the Nusra Front as 

a terrorist group since June 2014 was seen as an indication of it giving up on 

the group. Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, Leader of the Opposition in Turkey has said that 

Erdogan and his government have supported terrorism in Syria.  Spencer , R 

(2014) said  in June 2014, İhsan Özkes, a parliamentarian from CHP, stated that 

a directive had been signed by Turkish Interior Minister Muammer Güler, 

ordering the provision of support to Al-Nusra against PYD. Güler said this 

statement false and said that a directive with the letterhead of the Governor's 

Office of Hatay could not be possibly signed by a minister, which is a direct 

proof of the documents in authenticity.  

Daily, S (2016) Former United States Ambassador to Turkey, Francis 

Ricciardone stated that Turkey had directly supported and worked with Ahrar 

al-Sham and al-Qaeda's wing in Syria for a period of time thinking that they 

could work with extremist Islamist groups and push them to become more 

moderate at the same time, an attempt which failed. He said that he tried to 

persuade the Turkish government to close its borders to the groups, but to no 

avail. Seymour Hersh in an article published on London Review of Books on 

April 17, 2014 said that senior US military leaders and the intelligence 

community were concerned about Turkey's role and stated that Erdogan was a 

supporter of al-Nusra Front and other Islamist rebel groups.  

RT reported in March 2016 that al-Nusra had pitched their camps along the 

Turkish border and regularly receives supply from the Turkish side near the 

border town of Azaz. While filming a number of vehicles coming from the 

Turkish side through the Bab al-Salam crossing to Azaz, the RT crew reported 

that Turkish military vehicles were at most a kilometre away from them. Abdu 

Ibrahim, head of YPG in Afrin said that Turkey was definitely providing 

support to al-Nusra. Some Syrian rebels also told RT that Turkey was providing 

support to ISIL and al-Nusra. This statement was branded "an ugly lie" by the 
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Turkish media and attributed to the impaired relationship between Russia and 

Turkey after the 2015 Russian Sukhoi Su-24 shootdown incident and to the fact 

that RT is a Russian state agency. In October 2016, Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, the 

Turkish foreign minister, called on the al-Nusra Front to withdraw from Aleppo 

and called on other Syrian rebel groups to split from Nusra.  

On 5 May 2017, Mehmet Görmez, the Turkish president of religious affairs, 

met with Harith al-Dhari,  an Iraqi Sunni cleric who was designated by the Al-

Qaida Sanctions Committee as an "individual associated with al-Qaeda" in 

2010. Al-Dhari was reported to have "provided operational guidance, financial 

support, and other services to or in support of al-Qaeda in Iraq." (Cicek, 2015)  

Ever since the formal founding of ISIL from its Islamist predecessor groups in 

June 2014, Turkey has faced numerous allegations of collaboration with and 

support for ISIL in international media. Michael, R (2016) has cited the   several 

of the allegations have focused on Turkish businessman and politician Berat 

Albayrak, who has faced calls for his prosecution in the United States.  

From the above statement, we can understand that Turkey as a country despite 

national and international criticism, largely refused to directly engage militants 

of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), despite continued threats from 

ISIL to pursue more operations on Turkish soil. The Turkish response to the 

ISIL-led Siege of Kobanî as well as a series of terrorist attacks on Turkish soil 

reportedly linked to ISIL perpetrators was largely subdued apart from a series 

of incidents on the Turkish–Syrian border. On 23 July 2014 one Turkish 

sergeant was killed by fire from ISIL forces in Syria, and four Turkish tanks 

returned fire into ISIL held territory in Syria. The following day ISIL and 

Turkish soldiers actively engaged in the Turkish border town of Kilis, marking 

a dangerous new escalation in the ties between Turkey and ISIL. Turkish F-16 

Fighting Falcons struck ISIL targets across the border from Kilis Province with 

smart bombs, the Turkish government announced.  

The Turkish government stated that this was to prevent an attempted invasion 

of ISIL troops. On August 25, 2015 the Turkish newspaper Bugün ran a front-

page story, illustrated with video stills, about what it said was the transfer, under 

the observation of Turkish border guards, of weapon and explosives from 

Turkey to ISIL through the Akcakale border post. Bugün reported that such 

transfers were occurring on a daily basis and had been going on for two months. 

In response, a couple of days later offices of Koza İpek Media Group, the owner 

of the newspaper, were raided by Turkish police. Patrick, C (2015)has 

highlighted   in October 2015 control of Koza İpek Media Group was seized by 

the Ankara Chief Public Prosecutor's Office which then appointed new 
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managers with links to the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP), and in 

July 2016 Bugün was closed down on the orders of President Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan.  

In late November 2015, Turkey started tougher controls to stop ISIL militants 

crossing on a 60-mile stretch of the border with Syria where ISIL had control 

of the Syrian side. The crossing was used for smuggling and for arms transfers. 

This followed Russian President Putin directly said Turkey was aiding ISIL and 

al-Qaeda, and pressure from the U.S.  

In April 2018 an article was published by Foreign Policy in which it was stated 

that in 2013 alone, some 30,000 militant’s traversed Turkish soil, establishing 

the so-called jihadi highway, as the country became a conduit for fighters 

seeking to join the Islamic State. Furthermore it was stated that wounded 

Islamic State militants were treated for free at hospitals across southeastern 

Turkey. Among those receiving care was one of the top deputies of Islamic State 

chieftain Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, Ahmet el-H, who was treated in a private 

hospital in Sanliurfa in August 2014.  

On 7 July 2015, reports surfaced that Turkish security forces seized a truck 

bound for Syria loaded with 10,000 detonators and explosive primers with total 

length of 290,000 metres (950,000 feet) in Akcakale, Sanliurfa province, 

southeastern Turkey. Five people were arrested. The detainees said they 

attempted crossing the border from the village of Aegean into Tal Abyad city 

in the Al-Raqqah Province (BBC, News 2015)  

On 20 July 2015, a cultural center in Suruç was bombed by a 20-year-old male 

Turkish ISIL member.  32 people were killed in the town of Suruç's municipal 

culture center in the southeastern province of Şanlıurfa, and at least 100 people 

were hospitalised. On 10 October 2015 at 10:04 local time (EEST) in Ankara, 

the capital city of Turkey, two bombs were detonated outside Ankara Central 

railway station. With a death toll of 103 civilians, the attack surpassed the 2013 

Reyhanlı bombings as the deadliest terror attack in modern Turkish history. 

Another 500 people were injured.  On 19 March 2016, a suicide bombing took 

place in Istanbul's Beyoğlu district in front of the district governor's office. The 

attack occurred at 10:55 (EET) at the intersection of Balo Street with İstiklal 

Avenue, a central shopping street. The attack caused at least five deaths, 

including that of the perpetrator. 36 people were injured, including seven whose 

injuries were severe. Among those injured were twelve foreign tourists. Among 

those killed, two were of dual Israel-US nationality. On 22 March, the Turkish 

interior minister said that the bomber had links with ISIL.  
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On 28 June 2016, ISIL militants attacked Istanbul's Atatürk Airport. The three 

suicide bombers opened fire at passengers before blowing themselves up. The 

attacks left 45 dead and 230 wounded.Turkish artillery strikes killed over 54 

ISIL militants on April 2016, whilst 5 people were killed and 22 others were 

wounded by ISIL rocket projectiles hitting the border province of 

Kilis.(Hurriyat,2018)  

The Turkish Foreign Ministry has demanded raising awareness on the Kilis to 

the U.S. Department of State. Turkey also demanded the deployment of High 

Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) rocket launchers at Turkey's 

Syria border. According to Turkey, such moves would push ISIL militants 

southwards, leaving the border province of Kilis out of battery ranges. From 3 

May 2016 to 6 May rocket fire struck the Turkish city of Kilis from ISIS 

controlled territory with the Turkish Army responding with fire at every attack. 

On 6 May the governor's office in Kilis released an official statement declared 

the province a "special security area," effective for 15 days until 5:00 p.m. on 

May 20, 2016. 

Also, in the morning hours, the Turkish military carried out four separate air 

strikes against ISIL positions in northern Syria, as part of a joint effort and 

intelligence with the U.S.-led coalition forces. Two Katyusha rockets were fired 

from ISIL positions in Syria on the southeastern province of Kilis following the 

air strikes. Turkish armed forces responded to the attack by shelling ISIL targets 

with howitzers from the border.  In the evening hours, reconnaissance and 

surveillance vehicles spotted ISIL positions in the Suran region north of Aleppo 

and the Baragidah and Kuşacık regions northeast of Tal el Hişn. Army shelled 

them. A total of 55 ISIL militants were killed in the shellings, while three 

vehicles and three rocket launchers belonging to the jihadist group were also 

destroyed.  From 11–15 May a total of 55 ISIL militants were killed by Turkey 

and U.S.-led coalition in operations targeting positions belonging to the jihadist 

group in Syria, Turkish security.  

 

Turkish military action 

The Turkish government promotes a narrative according to which the 

Democratic Union Party (PYD), the leading political party of the Democratic 

Federal System of Northern Syria, and the People's Protection Units (YPG) 

militia, the leading component group of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), 

were reportedly "seizing and ethnically cleansing territories which don't belong 

to Kurds." Turkish President Erdoğan on 19 September 2016 once more 
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promoted this narrative on a press conference, stating that "these events are what 

also made it a necessity for us to start this intervention."(AR News, 2016)  

The United States Department of Defense on 20 September 2016 confirmed that 

U.S. Special Operation Forces were flying U.S. flags in the town of Tell Abyad 

in Kobanî Canton to deter Turkish harassment shelling or attacks. According to 

Azman, S (2016) has cited on 21 September, 2016 The New York Times reported 

that the U.S. administration "is weighing a military plan to directly arm Syrian 

Kurdish fighters combating the Islamic State, a major policy shift that could 

speed up the offensive against the terrorist group but also sharply escalate 

tensions between Turkey and the United States." Reacting to these reports, 

Turkey President Erdoğan on 23 September, 2016 stated that "arming another 

terrorist group for fighting another terrorist group is not acceptable." Following 

these statements, Turkish army shelled two YPG targets in the Tell Abyad area. 

On 25 September 2016, the U.S. spokesman for the Combined Joint Task Force 

– Operation Inherent Resolve (CJTF–OIR) confirmed that the SDF, including 

the YPG, were also part of the "vetted forces" in the train and equip program 

and will be supplied with weapons. The President of Turkey, Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan, condemned this and said that the SDF were "endangering our future".  

Turkey's Deputy Prime Minister Numan Kurtulmuş on 26 September, 2016 said 

that a significant portion of YPG units within the SDF in Manbij would have 

started moving to the east of Euphrates River and appreciated it. On 27 

September, 2016 Turkey sent military units to the border region of Tell Abyad. 

Same day Turkish FM Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu said that YPG units had not 

withdrawn from Manbij and its countryside and stated "this means USA either 

is not capable of influencing YPG or they do not want to influence them." The 

Turkish government on 3 October 2016 once again stated that fighters of YPG 

were still present to the west of Euphrates and called on the U.S. to hold its 

promise that they withdraw to the east of the river. The following day, Yıldırım 

said that Turkey could use force to expel YPG from Manbij. As a consequence 

of continuing Turkish verbal aggressions, the SDF spokesman on 4 October, 

2016 explicitly ruled out any Turkish participation in the upcoming joint 

military operation of the SDF and the CJTF–OIR to capture Raqqa from ISIL. 

Later an Obama administration official said that at this point the administration's 

plan to "retake Raqqa by arming the Kurds" was triggered as a plan B, after the 

initial plan of using Turkish forces in the Raqqa offensive became unattainable 

(Mahul, 2016)  

President Erdoğan stated on 18 October 2016 that the YPG would be removed 

from Manbij after ISIL is driven from al-Bab. Huriyyat  Daily News (2016) has 
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cited that in a 21 October report  of 2016 from Jarabulus, the Financial Times 

assessed Turkish aims towards the SDF and as a conclusion quoted that "Mr 

Erdoğan  has a  very good at perceptions. It is not important what reality is: 

people (in Turkey) love hearing Mr Erdoğan's ambitions on the eight o'clock 

news when they come home."  On 25 October, Foreign Minister Mevlüt 

Çavuşoğlu stated that Turkey would dislodge "PYD/PKK" from Manbij if it did 

not leave the city. On 26 October 2016, president Erdoğan said: "We are 

determined to clear the PYD from Manbij." 

 On 27 October 2016, Erdoğan said he told U.S. President Barack Obama that 

Free Syrian Army labeled rebels would advance on ISIL-held Al-Bab and then 

march on to SDF-held Manbij and then toward ISIL-capital Raqqa. On 11 

November,  2016 Erdoğan stated the goal and roadmap of the intervention as 

"expanding the controlled area to cover 5,000 square kilometres (1,900 sq mi) 

including Bab, Manbij and Tell Rifaat, creating a national structure and army 

for this expanded area to provide solid control and to allow the refugees return 

to these areas jointly with EU, and after these, focusing on IS's de facto capital 

Raqqa and PYD.  On 22 November 2016, Erdoğan said with respect to Manbij 

that "we want the place to be totally emptied of the PYD and YPG. 

Acting U.S. Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs, 

Elissa Slotkin, on 16 January 2017 said the only target for the US-led coalition 

is ISIL, and not the city of Manbij that has been cleared from ISIL by the Syrian 

Democratic Forces (SDF). "We are all about hitting ISIS where there is ISIS. If 

there's no ISIS, that's not our mandate. So that is an important distinction. We 

have always made it in any kind of conversation we've been having with any 

ally on Syria."  

Isabel, C  (2017) has cited that  on 27 January 2017, after the multilateral peace 

talks in Astana, the President of the Republic of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, 

said that "we should not go deeper than Al-Bab" and Foreign Minister Mevlüt 

Çavuşoğlu stated that "there are different opinions about YPG and Hezbollah. 

So an agreement cannot be reached about struggle against them.  The Germany 

Defence Ministry on 31 January,2017  ruled out giving Turkey unfiltered access 

to imagery gathered by Tornado fighter jets operating out of Incirlik air base in 

southern Turkey as part of the Anti-ISIL coalition, out of concern that Turkey 

might abuse the high-resolution aerial imagery for military action against the 

SDF.  

On 24 April 2017, the Turkish Air Force conducted several airstrikes on YPG 

and YPJ positions near al-Malikiyah, killing at least 20 fighters. On 28 October 
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2018, one day after a summit with the heads of state of France, Germany, Russia 

and Turkey, Turkey started shelling targets in northern Syria.  

In 12 December 2018, the Turkish president, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, said 

during a televised speech that Turkey will launch a military operation against 

the Kurds east of the Euphrates river in northern Syria within days. He added 

that since the US-backed Kurdish fighters in Syria had not left the town of 

Manbij yet, as agreed in a US-Turkish deal and the Americans doesn't remove 

them, Turkey will do it. The United States responded that such actions would 

be unacceptable and that "coordination and consultation between the U.S. and 

Turkey is the only approach to address issues of security concern in this area.  

Turkish President also said that Turkey's "anti-terror" operations in northern 

Iraq will continue. Following a January 2019 attack which killed four U.S. 

service members in Manbij, Erdogan told Trump that Turkey was ready to take 

over security in the town of Manbij and blamed the attack on ISIS (Mackren, 

2018)  

In August 2019, following a threat from President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to 

launch a unilateral offensive into northeastern Syria if Turkish demands on the 

so-called “safe zone” were not met, several senior American officials reacted 

with support for the SDF. The Commander of Special Operations Joint Task 

Force – Operation Inherent Resolve (SOJTF-OIR) US Air Force Maj. Gen. Eric 

Hill said, “Our partners continue to conduct difficult operations to relentlessly 

pursue ISIS and eliminate a future for them in northeast Syria,” and “The SDF’s 

continued efforts are critical to the safety and stability of the region,” Hill added. 

Indeed, other senior American officials have reaffirmed US support for the 

Kurdish forces. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense Michael Mulroy told 

Kurdistan 24 that “our partners are the most important asset we have.” We are 

“committed to being a steady partner,” while providing “a positive backbone 

architecture for regional security." (ODA, 2019) 

The former Deputy Defense Secretary for the Middle East Mick Mulroy said 

the United States should’ve done absolutely everything they could to support 

the SDF and their continuation of our common goal in fighting ISIS and that 

the Department of Defense was opposed to the Turkish invasion. He said 

specifically, "My concern now is that our partners have to believe that we are 

in it thick and thin. It’s not good to have it as a transactional relationship, like a 

business deal that ends just based on the advantage of one partner at that 

particular time. That’s not how to most effectively be a partner in these common 

fights. It will set a difficult stage for future partnerships. 
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Others countries reactions against the Syrian government actions 

On 29 November 2016, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, the President of the Republic 

of Turkey, said that the Turkish military launched its operations in Syria "to end 

the rule of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Reuters Reporters, (2018) has 

cited that the Recep Tayyip Erdoğan sought to retract his statement; media 

observers attributed his comment to frustration "due to failure of his 

government's Syria policies.  In an interview with the state-run Syrian Arab 

News Agency on 8 December, 2018 Syria President Bashar Assad challenged 

Erdoğan's mental sanity. On 20 January 2017, the Deputy Prime Minister of 

Turkey, Mehmet Şimşek, said that "we can't say that Assad must go anymore. 

A deal without Assad isn't realistic. On 9 January 2017, Turkey summoned 

Russian and Iranian ambassadors to express its disturbance over ongoing 

military operations of the Syrian Army in the Idlib Governorate.  

 

Against Iraq 

On 1 November 2016, the day Iraqi forces entered Mosul in the Battle of Mosul 

(2016–17) against ISIL; Turkey announced it was sending tanks and artillery 

from Ankara to Silopi near the Iraqi border. Turkey's Minister of Defense Fikri 

Işık said the deployment was a move to "prepare for "important developments" 

in the region and stated that "further action can be taken if Turkey's red lines 

are crossed.   Riduw Media (2016) has put in place how Iraqi Prime Minister 

Al-Abadi warned Turkey not to invade Iraq, predicting war if they did. Al-

Abadi, addressing journalists in Baghdad, said, "We warn Turkey if they want 

to enter Iraq, they will end up becoming fragmented. ... We do not want to fight 

Turkey. We do not want a confrontation with Turkey. God forbid, even if we 

engage in war with them, the Turks will pay a heavy price. They will be 

damaged. Yes, we too will be damaged, but whenever a country fights a 

neighboring country, there will be no winner, both will end up losing.  

On 5 April 2017, President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan suggested that future stages 

of the – recently proclaimed concluded – Euphrates Shield Operation would be 

broader, suggesting that Turkey would also seek to occupy territory of Iraq. 

Erdogan said that "a future operation will have not (only) a Syrian dimension, 

but also an Iraqi dimension. There are the Tal Afar and Sinjar situations in Iraq. 

We also have kin in Mosul.  

 

Russian Federation 

The Turco-Russian confrontation took place between Turkey and, initially, the 

Syrian government which turned into a military crisis between Turkey and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recep_Tayyip_Erdo%C4%9Fan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recep_Tayyip_Erdo%C4%9Fan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syrian_Arab_News_Agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syrian_Arab_News_Agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bashar_Assad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwestern_Syria_offensive_(October_2017%E2%80%93present)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Mosul_(2016%E2%80%9317)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Mosul_(2016%E2%80%9317)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silopi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fikri_I%C5%9F%C4%B1k
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fikri_I%C5%9F%C4%B1k
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tal_Afar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinjar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosul


393  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2020 

 

Russia after the November 2015 shoot-down of a Russian Air Force Su-24 by 

the Turkish Air Force after a reported airspace violation. Increased Russian 

military intervention on behalf the Syrian Government and hostile Turkish 

territorial responses have all contributed to increasing escalation. Aerial 

confrontations between two nations have grown more common. Turkey said 

Russian Forces violated Turkish sovereign airspace committed war crimes 

against Syrian Turkmens.  The Russian military has said Turkey had illegal 

economic ties with ISIS and planning was military intervention in Syria.  

On 22 February 2016, U.S. and Russia announced a deal for a truce to take 

effect in Syria on 27 February, 2016 referred to as "cessation of hostilities". On 

24 February, Turkish president, Erdoğan, during a speech said that "The PYD 

and the YPG need to be out of the scope of the cease-fire, just like Daesh (ISIL) 

is on February 25, Turkish prime minister Ahmet Davutoğlu said that Turkey 

would not comply with the truce: "This deal is not binding for us when a party 

is of threat to Turkey, when Turkey's security is at stake.   

 

Turkey and Russia–Syria–Iran–Iraq coalition 

On December 2015, Turkey rejected to join the anti-ISIL quartet of Syria, Iran, 

Iraq and Russia. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan said that he rejected 

it due to the presence of Syria's president Bashar al-Assad.During an 

International Syria Support Group (ISSG) meeting in Vienna on May 17, 2016, 

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu told his Russian counterpart Sergei 

Lavrov that if Moscow has any evidence that shows Turkey helping the ISIL 

then he would resign.(Jerusalam Post,2016)  

Russian General Staff Lt. Gen. Sergey Rudskoy told journalists that Al-Nusra 

Front is receiving daily arms shipments across the border from Turkey and that 

Al-Nusra Front remains a major destabilizing factor in Syria. He also added that 

Al-Nusra Front often attack the Syrian Government forces despite the cease-

fire and that the attacks are confirmed by other nations as well.  

In 13 March 2016, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said Russia has 

evidence of Turkey's "creeping expansion" in northern Syria. He said Turkey 

was fortifying positions hundreds of metres from the border, inside Syria and 

was also sending its military across the Syrian border for Operation against 

Kurds and to prevent Kurdish groups there from consolidating their positions. 

Turkey denied the Russian claims.  

 

Russo-Turkish regularization of diplomatic ties 

On 26 June 2016 Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan writes Russian 

President Vladimir Putin to offer condolences to the family of the deceased 
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Russian pilot of the Sukhoi Su-24 warplane shot down last November. The 

Kremlin has asked for a personal apology for months. A Turkish spokesman 

says this is a step toward improving bilateral relations between the two 

countries.  On 1 July 2016, Turkish and Russian foreign ministers said that the 

two countries will "coordinate" their policies over Syria.  On 14 July 2016, 

Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım has said that al-Assad must go before 

any change in Turkey's stance regarding Syria. He added that between al-Assad 

or ISIL, Turkey cannot choose either of them and that the main reason things 

have come to this point is because of al-Assad.  

 

2020 encounter with the Syrian regime in Idlib 

On 3 February 2020, Syrian and Turkish forces exchanged fire in Idlib, Latakia 

and the northern Aleppo countryside during the 5th northwestern Syria 

offensive. Turkey and the SOHR reported seven Turkish soldiers, one civilian 

contractor, and 13 Syrian soldiers were killed.(BBC,2020) Turkey′s president 

Erdoğan demanded that Russian forces in Idlib "stand aside"; he nevertheless 

dismissed the possibility of direct conflict with Russia saying Turkey and 

Russia would talk about the issue “without anger”.  On 10 February, 2020  

Syrian government forces shelled a recently-built Turkish observation post at 

Taftanaz Military Airbase, killing five Turkish soldiers, according to the 

Turkish Defense Ministry. According to the SOHR, six Turkish soldiers and 

four Syrian rebels were killed in the attack. On 11 February, Turkish Armed 

Forces shot down a Syrian Government helicopter, Mil Mi-17, near Nayrab 

killing all its crew.  

 

Criticism of maltreatment of refugees and of other humanitarian 

misconduct 

According to Amnesty International, Turkish guards routinely shoot at Syrian 

refugees stranded at the borders; the Independent Post (2019) has cited that the 

Turkey has forcibly returned thousands of Syrian refugees to war zone since 

mid-January 2016. On May 10, 2016, Human Rights Watch said Turkish border 

guards were shooting and beating Syrian refugees trying to reach Turkey, 

resulting in deaths and serious injuries. Turkish President Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan denied it.  

On May 18, 2016, lawmakers from the European Parliament Subcommittee on 

Human Rights (DROI) have said that Turkey should not use Syrian refugees as 

a bribe for the process of visa liberalization for Turkish citizens inside the 

European Union.  
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Syrian Observatory for Human Rights and National Coalition of Syrian 

Revolution and Opposition Forces stated that 8 or 11 Syrians refugees were 

killed by Turkish security forces on the night of June 18, 2016, as they attempted 

to cross the border into Turkey. The Turkish Foreign Ministry denied the 

statements.  

Turkish journalist Arzu Yildiz was sentenced to 20 months in jail and lost her 

parental rights after showing a video related to a weapons-smuggling scandal 

denied by the Turkish government, in what her lawyer said was "an act of 

revenge" by Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Following the European criticism of the 

2019 Turkish offensive into north-eastern Syria, the Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdoğan threatened to open the borders for migrants to Europe, and to 

expel foreign jihadists in its custody (CNN, 2016)  

 

Progress and developments about the Conflict 

At a panel of discussion on the conflict in December 2019, several experts said 

the conflict was slowly moving towards resolution. One expert said that the 

"Astana" diplomatic process, involving Turkey, Russia, and Iran, was having 

some positive results. Experts also said that Bashar Assad had made progress in 

restoring rule by local councils in areas affected by the conflict (Mustapha, 

2019)  

Erdogan stated that Turkey was ready to resettle the Syrian refugees in the 

northern area that Turkey had invaded, and that Turkey would pay for it if 

necessary. According to Jerad,S (2019) has shows how  on December 9, 2019, 

various local accounts indicated that Turkey was moving Syrian refugees into 

its zone of operations in Northern Syria for the first time. Erdogan said that 

Turkey was working to settle one million people in the cities of Tal Abyad and 

Ras Al-Ain in northern Syria. This has led to fears of population change.  

Russia said it would pledge to remove Turkish forces from a key highway in 

northern Syria, and replace them with Russian forces to maintain stability. 

Meanwhile, Turkey began to appoint mayors in several northern Syrian towns.  

It was reported that the Russian and Turkish armies had made a deal whereby 

electricity would be supplied to Tal Abyad by Russia's allies, the Kurdish-led 

Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) who support Assad; while water would be 

supplied by the Alouk water station that is controlled by Turkish forces.] This 

deal was mainly facilitated by Russian military officials.  

It appeared that Turkey was withdrawing all of its forces away from the al-

Shirkark silos, which hold important supplies of wheat, this seemed to be a 

result of Russian mediation.Russian and Turkish forces are continuing their 
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joint patrols. [479] Questions remained about how much control Turkey has over 

its proxies, such as the Free Syrian Army.  

 

Syrian and Kurdish actions 

Some reports stated that Bashar Assad was favorable towards Russia's efforts 

to restore calm and to stabilize the situation in Syria. Meanwhile various 

Kurdish factions that were historical rivals began to meet in order to work 

together more. Their stated reason was to stand together against Russia and 

Turkey more strongly if needed. The Russian government has informed the 

Kurdish factions that they should reconcile and come up with a unified set of 

demands to clarify to Russia. Various Kurdish factions blamed each other and 

their council for lack of progress.  

Mustafa Bali, head of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) said there were some 

agreements on the ground with the Syrian government, for Syrian forces to be 

deployed along the border. Russian military officials forged agreements 

between Syria, Turkey and Kurds for areas to be patrolled by each side. The 

national Syrian government sent representatives to northeast Syria to meet with 

local groups there in order to address their concerns and to emphasize unity and 

combined effort to address problems. A meeting has been held in Qamishli city, 

at northeast Syria, that included Syrian national officials, and delegates from 

Kurdish, Arab, and Syrian figures and forces. According to Shivan, I (2019) 

have cited how the delegates emphasized their desire to help to protect Syria as 

a whole.  

In October 2019, in response to the Turkish offensive, Russia arranged for 

negotiations between the Syrian government in Damascus and the Kurdish-led 

forces. Mazloum Abdi, the Syrian Kurdish commander-in-chief, announced 

that they are ready to partner with Vladimir Putin (Russia) and Bashar al-Assad 

(Syria), stating that "We know that we would have to make painful 

compromises with Moscow and Bashar al-Assad if we go down the road of 

working with them. But if we have to choose between compromises and the 

genocide of our people, we will surely choose life for our people. According 

Kosovo , I (2019) has argued  that the details of the agreement is unknown, but 

there are reports that suggest that the SDF will be incorporated into the Syrian 

Armed Forces and at  northeastern Syria  that will come under direct rule of the 

Syrian government in Damascus. According to Syrian Kurdish officials, the 

deal allows Syrian government forces to take over security in some border areas, 

but their own administration would maintain control of local institutions.  
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The prospects for Kurdish autonomy in the region is severely diminished, 

because the Kurds were exposed to the Turkish-led offensive by the US 

withdrawal and the Russia-backed Syrian government forces under Assad, 

whose commonality is enmity towards Turkey and Sunni rebel militias,regained 

their foothold in northeast Syria after the Kurds had to seek their help. In regards 

to the United States and the situation, Mazloum Abdi stated that "We are 

disappointed and frustrated by the current crisis. Our people are under attack, 

and their safety is our paramount concern. Two questions remain: How can we 

best protect our people? And is the United States still our ally? A deep sense of 

betrayal by their once American allies has come to be felt among the Syrian 

Kurdish populace (Saligon, 2019)  

As announced by Russia's Ministry of Defense on 15 October,2018 Russian 

forces have started to patrol the region along the line of contact between Turkish 

and Syrian forces, indicating that Russia is filling the security vacuum from the 

sudden US withdrawal. Video footage shows Russian soldiers and journalists 

touring a base that the US left behind. Alexander Lavrentiev, Russia's special 

envoy on Syria, warned that the Turkish offensive into Syria is unacceptable 

and stated that Russia is seeking to prevent conflict between Turkish and Syrian 

troops (William, 2018) 

Several US lawmakers have criticized the abandonment of their Kurdish allies, 

remarking that it undermines US credibility as an ally while benefiting Russia, 

Iran, and the Syrian regime of Assad. Meanwhile, several commentators in 

Moscow have stated that the situation is not in the immediate Russian interests, 

as the Turkish intervention in Syria clashes with Russia's backing of the Syrian 

government in the region, but it may provide opportunities for Russia as 

mediator as the US withdraws from Syria. Commentators have remarked that, 

since the US withdrawal, Russia has cemented its status as the key power broker 

in the Middle East. 

Due to the situation in Syria, there are signs of a schism between Turkey and 

other NATO members, in which NATO is seen as effectively "powerless" to 

manage the situation and the Turkish government is aware that NATO does not 

hold much leverage. Furthermore, US President Trump, as well as US military 

and diplomatic officials, has cited the NATO membership of Turkey as a key 

reason that the United States cannot be involved in the conflict between the 

Turkish and Syrian Kurdish forces. Meanwhile, due to Turkey's strategic 

position between Europe and the Middle East, the NATO alliance members are 

in a situation where they have limited themselves to relatively muted criticism.  
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The U.S. is reviewing the potential withdrawal of its nuclear weapons from 

Incirlik airbase under NATO's nuclear sharing as a result of the Turkish 

offensive per NYT. Republican senator Lindsay Graham and Democratic 

representative Eric Swalwell have called for possibly suspending Turkey's 

membership in NATO.  

 

NATO Intervention 

At the NATO summit in London in December 2019, President Emmanuel 

Macron of France highlighted major differences with Turkey over the definition 

of terrorism, and said there was little chance this aspect of the conflict could be 

resolved positively.  Macron criticized Turkey strongly for fighting against 

groups who had been allied with France and the West in fighting terrorism. 

(Russian Force, 2019)  

Numerous issues in resolving the conflict emerged at the NATO summit in 

London. Turkey proposed a safe zone where Syrian refugees could be relocated, 

but this idea did not receive support from all parties, one professed "exclusive" 

press report claimed that prior to the NATO Summit, there was a meeting at 10 

Downing Street of the leaders of France, the UK, Germany and Turkey. The 

key point that emerged between the Western countries insisted that refugees 

could only be relocated voluntarily. Meanwhile, there were concerns in NATO 

about Turkey's growing closeness with Russia (Macron, 2019) 

Erdogan claimed that a four-way summit on Syria was scheduled to occur in 

Turkey in February 2020, which has included Turkey, Germany, the UK and 

France.  

 

Diplomacy with nations outside NATO 

At a meeting in Damascus, Russian and Syrian officials clearly stated their 

support for Syria regaining control over all of its territory. The United Arab 

Emirates also expressed official support for Assad (Putin, 2019)  A new round 

of meetings for the Astana summit process took place in the Kazakh capital Nur 

Sultan. The meeting includes Russia, Syria, Turkey and Iran. 

 

Conclusion 

Approximately thirty million Kurds live in the Middle East, primarily in Iran, 

Iraq, Syria, and Turkey and the Kurds comprise nearly one-fifth of Turkey’s 

population of seventy-nine million. The PKK, established by Abdullah Ocalan 

in 1978, has waged an insurgency since 1984 against Turkish authorities for 

greater cultural and political rights, primarily with the objective of establishing 
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an independent Kurdish state. The ongoing conflict has resulted in nearly forty 

thousand deaths. 

Under the Erdogan regime, popular discontent has steadily increased, as seen in 

the June 2013 Gezi park protests and a July 2016 coup attempt, but tensions 

have also risen between Turkish authorities and Kurdish groups. In particular, 

the PKK, the Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) (a left-wing pro-Kurdish party), 

and the People’s Protection Unit (YPG) (the armed wing of the Syrian 

Democratic Union Party (PYD) with ties to the PKK) have increasingly agitated 

against the government, conducting numerous attacks against Turkish 

authorities in the southeast. 

In July 2015, a two-year cease-fire between Turkey’s government and the PKK 

collapsed following a suicide bombing by suspected self-proclaimed Islamic 

State militants that killed nearly thirty Kurds near the Syrian border. Shortly 

thereafter, in October 2015, Turkey’s deadliest attack occurred at a peace rally 

in Ankara; Kurdistan Freedom Hawks (TAK)—an offshoot of the PKK—

claimed responsibility. Following the coup attempt in July 2016, Erdogan 

cracked down on suspected coup conspirators, arrested an estimated fifty 

thousand people, and increased air strikes on PKK militants in southeastern 

Turkey. He also began conducting military operations in Syria against the YPG 

and the self-declared Islamic State. 

Beyond Turkey, Syrian Kurdish fighters have been combating the Islamic State, 

largely as part of the SDF an alliance of Arab and Kurdish fighters backed by 

the United States and have created a semi-autonomous region in Northern Syria. 

In September 2014, PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan called for the Kurds to start 

an “all-out resistance” in the fight against the Islamic State; later that month, 

the Kurdish-controlled town of Kobani was besieged and eventually captured, 

resulting in the exodus of tens of thousands of Syrian Kurds to Turkey. The 

ensuing battle for Kobani resulted in more than 1,600 deaths, but the Kurdish-

led SDF forces eventually regained control of the city in January 2015. The SDF 

also liberated the strategic Syrian city of Manbij from the Islamic State in 

August 2016, though YPG forces (part of the SDF coalition) clashed with 

Turkish-backed rebels attempting to gain control. 

 

After the YPG and SDF consolidated control over territory captured from the 

Islamic State in northern Syria, Turkey and Turkish-backed Syrian militias, 

including the Free Syrian Army (FSA), moved to recapture cities and expel the 

Kurds. Turkish troops and the FSA launched an assault on the city of Afrin in 

January 2018, eventually capturing the city in March 2018. Turkey continues to 
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threaten assaults on other Kurdish-held areas inside Syria, including Manbij, 

and despite sharing a common enemy, many of Turkey’s air strikes have 

targeted Kurdish fighters rather than Islamic State militants. 

The alliance of Kurdish fighters has also converged in Iraq, where the Islamic 

State had advanced toward the autonomous Kurdish region in the northern part 

of the country. The Peshmerga armed fighters who protect Iraqi Kurdistan—

have joined with Iraqi security forces and received arms and financial assistance 

from the United States. 

 

Recommendations 

The paper has recommended that for peace to be sustained between Turkey and 

Syria certain issues need to be observed: 

i. The United States should lift sanctions it imposed on Turkey 

following its recent military operation in northern Syria after Ankara 

pledged to make a cease-fire there permanent 

ii. Under the new agreement, Kurdish forces must withdraw from a 

twenty-mile-deep strip along the Syrian border. 

iii. There is need  for developing good Diplomatic ties between the two 

countries to ensure development in the areas of Security, Technology, 

economy and Education  

iv. US and Russian should only help to intervene in the conflict with sole 

goal of ensuring peaceful resolution of conflicts in these countries 

rather than supporting any group with arms or security personnel’s. 
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