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Abstract 
The paper discusses the problems and prospects of online cataloguing in 

Nigerian library and information centres. It further highlights the 

importance of online cataloguing as it affects information retrieval based 

on hands-on experience. The paper also highlights the merits and demerits 

of online cataloguing and its effect on Nigerian Libraries. The paper also 

draws attention to the challenges facing the libraries as they migrate to 

online cataloguing as one of their service, in addition, the paper discuses 

some of the prospects of the online cataloguing that libraries in Nigeria can 

emulate. 
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Introduction 
Catalogues scrutinize every title that 

comes into the library after 

accessioning from the acquisition 

department and place them 

appropriately under the class or 

subject they may belong to. 

Cataloguing in library work today is 

becoming a burdensome activity that 

took time before it is accomplished. 

This time-taking effort was a hit- and 

miss approach, which prompt 

librarians to look to library of 

Congress online cataloguing for easy 

production of catalogues. This made 

librarians to copy direct bibliographic 

details and records available from the 

online catalogue. This behavior shown 

by cataloguers today, in a way, of 
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effortless, simpler and stress free cataloguing became the order of the day in 

most of Nigerian libraries. It is observed that as far back as 1979, there are over 

9million resources of Library of Congress (LC) that are already catalogued and 

made available online for access to almost all. A foretaste of this online access 

was the CIP. Librarians favoured it because while there may be lack of working 

tools in less-developed countries, trained manpower may not be adequate and 

even when adequate, may not have adept knowledge of the subject/content, and 

of course the collapse of infrastructure and other civic stability necessary for 

work environment. The need to catalogue resources arise as a result of varying 

reading interests which necessitate acquisitions of all imaginable reading 

materials to meet users’ needs. Cataloguing and classification are the names 

given to the technical way by which organization of different materials in the 

library is conducted.  While the two terms are not synonymous, the former 

cannot be divorced from the latter. Montague (1972) calls cataloguing the 

intricate way of organizing the library collection. The need for the adoption of 

online made arose when Weis and Wiggins (1967) give an insightful account of 

computer aided centralized cataloguing at National Library of centralized 

cataloguing at National Library of Medicine (NLM)- Medical section of USA 

libraries. The two reported that as far back as 1961 in the US, Application of 

technology to catalogue books became an imperative. Truelson (1969) opines 

that standardizing descriptive cataloguing throughout all libraries irrespective 

of specialization must commence. The campaign for this yet to be fully felt in 

LDCs.   

Online dictionary of library science states that there are two types of 

cataloguing, viz: original and copy cataloguing. Original cataloguing is do-it-

yourself via preparation of bibliographic records from scratch, affixing subject 

headings and reference to related subject headings. This occurs without pre-

existing catalogue records via a brainstorming exercise which is very time 

consuming, tedious and archaic, while online catalogue is express or card ready 

copy cataloguing to enhance a common standard cooperative cataloguing for all 

libraries. Copy cataloguing is mere adoption of existing OPAC records found 

in OCLC, RLIN, NUC or other desired cataloguing websites which could be 

accessed even from the comfort of one’s homes.  

That is to say cataloguing is derived from the net records with few modifications 

to suit local needs. Seldom does the history of the world pass without the 

exchange of goodwill, inter-dependence, inter-relationship, integration and 
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regionalization. There is certainly strength in resource pulling/sharing. The First 

step towards globalization or depolarization between the haves and have not’s 

it online access to all types of information. Interaction and dependency alleviate 

inequality, making the world a global village which paves the way for 

economically weak nations to depend on the “strong” ones. LDCs are thus by 

online cataloguing highly favoured and long sought development can of a 

certainly result.  

Each professional ought to have areas of interest, and a Goggle alert is thus 

created or what is known on social bookmarks online notice boards are rampant 

abroad where cataloguers who subscribe can review books, post comments and 

ask questions about latest development in the field. Catalogues thus come to an 

infection point and brought about cross-fertilization of ideas via what Brett-

Sullivan (2010) calls plug-ins, services floating and library customer interface 

this shift from traditional, routine cataloguing is welcome, for though it is 

expansive, it brought about reduction in catalogue (book catalogue) sales, cost 

of mailing hard copy of catalogues nosedived, and young professionals are 

drawn to the field of librarianship. Businesses cropping out of online 

cataloguing multiplied as a result of sales of soft/hardware modem, UPS, flash 

drives etc. The fear at the onset of automation was that of job lay-offs. This has 

not proved so as it has created more jobs. The gamut of putting papers in mails, 

import duties, custom checks, tariffs, terrorism screenings have been eliminated 

by sample website visits.  

Greenbery (1976) agrees that labour cost is greatly reduced as experts load 

information into the windows, and while grants for training and research is the 

norm in originating libraries, purchasing a trade journal is a mirage in 

developing world, this reveals why there are no trained experts in LDCs. In a 

novel way, international uniformity aimed at acceptable standards by each 

country is concluded. Indeed for now in Nigeria only multinational agencies 

and private sectors put ICT use to work extensively. This explains why the 

sector’s fortunes skyrocket. It is only the libraries that embrace ICT cataloguing 

of poverty, monotony and boredom. An impediment to globalizations one will 

say.  

 

PROBLEMS 

a. Artificial Intelligence: A tendency for breeding dummy cataloguers 

evolves with online cataloguing. Since all that is done is to copy out what 
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a skilled team has loaded into the windows, endless search is eliminated, 

but brainstorming certainly breeds sound academics. Tele-guiding 

cataloguers to subject headings and class numbers deprive them of 

originality and initiatives. Technology has its way of making us become 

pseudo-professionals.  

b. Infrastructure: Infrastructure decay is the order of the day in LDCs, it 

is with a lamp in one hand and a pen in the other. The tortuous task of 

waiting for epileptic power supply, exceedingly slow connection to the 

Internet when it is supplied to the cataloguing section at all, are the great 

put offs to cataloguers.  

c. Electronic Resources: Cataloguing most electronic resources such as 

tapes-video/audio, CD-ROM, microfiche, downloads; films, websites, 

etc were not well thrashed out during the era of manual cataloguing. Till 

date, a handful of librarians, still cannot attempt copy cataloguing of 

electronic resources, for even though they are present in those windows, 

their understanding of such is futile as they appear too complex. This is 

a dangerous carry over from manual exercise. 

d. Labor Mobility: Relatively skilled trained manpower heralded the 

arrival of online cataloguing and brain drain became imminent. 

Knowledge managers will have in-depth knowledge of technology than 

other manual, electrical or menial workers and this skill makes them 

mobile. Cross fertilizations or social network comes with mastery of 

online cataloguing which creates an escape route for cataloguers. That is 

to say by choice one can work in any library in the world. The allure of 

the western nations is powerful in LDCs, so labour mobility, which 

means developed world will gain all that has been expended in shaping 

up LDCs cataloguers, is real. This has been the case in recent times.  

e. Indiscipline: This can lead to serious time wasting as randy browsers, 

when not well policed will derail from professionally inclined websites 

to frivolous ones. This is of dire consequences in browsing as a whole 

and is not peculiar to online cataloguing, Pornography, shopping, 

aimless chat, and paedophilic surf is a big concern to all, but that is not 

to throw the baby away with the bath water. This also inflates the capital 

outlay for an otherwise easy task. 

f. Costs: While ICT is desirable, at inception it is expensive. When 

budgetary provision is to suffer a cut, the library is the first causality. 
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When parent bodies look at the heavy cost of investment or proposal, the 

long term justification for such investments is that it rut at a lower cost 

than routine, ancient cataloguing means. 

g. Personnel: There will be no point pretending to know it all. Trained 

expert to thoroughly scoop all that knowledge management has to offer 

online is still a mirage. The tip of the iceberg is the cataloguing aspect 

which librarians are even yet to fully utilize. An online advert for a 

cataloguer recently says the applicant would serve as OCLC and Dynix 

expert. No one from Nigeria could tackle this as the foggiest idea of this 

is yet to be deciphered. Not only in librarianship, LDCs lack experts to 

dig into the potentials in the regional bequeathal of quota in certain fields 

as one cannot give what he does not have. 

h. Absence of Local content: Electronic catalogues seldom feature 

Nigerian writers, thus making entries incompatible with local entries due 

to different citation forms and languages. These writers do not comply 

with the legal depository laws-National Library Decree 1970 section 4 

(1) which states that: 

“The publisher/author of every book published in Nigeria 

shall within one month after the publication deliver, at his 

own expense, to the National Library, three copies of the 

book, two of which shall kept in the National Library for 

preservation and one of which shall be sent by the Director 

to Ibadan University Library.” 

 

The fine tied to the violation of above provision is a ridiculously low £50!. 

Online cataloguing designers can only give what is in their possession, National 

library is to compile NUC and distribute to foreign libraries who will in turn 

work on it for the visibility of Nigerian authors. 

i. Loss of Monopoly: The old cataloguers may be sent out of trade as era 

of waiting for tutorial sessions and hand-leading of new entrants through 

endless training and mentoring seems to be over. Online records are self-

explanatory, easily decipherable and in-depth. 

j. Unavailability of Certain class of Documents: Pamphlets of less than 

32pages, federal and state gazettes, indexes, digests, dictionaries-local 

and foreign-may not attract enough value as to be found in these records. 
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PROSPECTS 

a. Privacy Concerns: Several works on this concept has made everyone 

vary of online approach to searches, but this exercise does not necessitate 

any disclosure of confidential information. No cataloguing site requests 

any PIN or information before logging in or consultation. Sensitive 

personal information is thus protected. 

b. Consistency: The bibliographic records of imprint, collation, call 

number, SH are never deleted or amended over the years. Posted 

information is as constant as the northern star. In this sense, there is no 

fear of equivocation when additional copies of titles arrive later. An 

experiment becomes valid when it can be repeated over and over in the 

sciences. One of the guiding rules of collection of data evidence is that 

it must be kept and conserved in a way changes cannot be affected. 

Digital information in the realm of online cataloguing cannot be edited 

or altered. A foray into law for a true test of any hypothesis is the Daubert 

rules of evidence, which stipulates the standard for admitting expert 

scientific testimony of any trial, viz: Has the “theory” been tested, peer 

reviewed, is there any known or potential error rate? Has it any 

maintenance of standards that control its operations and has gained 

widespread acceptance within the relevant… community? To all these 

queries, online Authenticity of information in the LC online database has 

been authenticated as the originating documents cannot be manipulated 

after being posted online. 

c. Cure-All Approach: A one-stop shop approach can be gotten from 

online cataloguing. Links column at the base of bibliographic data 

creates an abstract of the resource being catalogued. The form (print or 

non-print) in which the book appears, call mark, SH and location in the 

consulted library are displayed at a glance.  

d. Rare or Extinct Books: Books that are out of print would have been 

catalogued, abstracted and thoroughly processed before they become 

extinct. While the consulting cataloguer’s libraries may not have a copy 

to work with, some information on content and bibliographic details can 

still be garnered from this cataloguing websites. 

e. Schedule: Where due to lack of funds, LC schedulers are outdated or 

even the entire classification scheme of the consulting library is 

incomplete, consulted libraries are ever up to date and come in handy as 
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they cannot disappoint the dependent libraries. It thus helps cataloguers 

to run their operations more efficiently. 

f. Time Lag: The greatest snag of all cataloguing departments is time lag. 

The ideal period between when a book/material arrives at the cataloguing 

section and is discharged for public use is yet to be worked out. For lazy 

bones a book can spend a decade in the section or more. Records also 

have shown that books (a generic term for all materials) have stayed as 

low as a minute in the same section. It is just shown to all cataloguers, if 

it is an additional copy and immediately labeled and discharged. The 

accession number is added to the shelf list. The reason adduced for time 

lag is mostly that appropriate SH cannot easily be affixed to a book hence 

its retention in the cataloguing section ad infinitum! Online cataloguing 

eliminates such delays, at a click on the mouse as many as eight SH will 

be displayed for the cataloguers to copy the most relevant, and the books 

can at once be on its way out of the section. Scientifically, no exact time 

has been fixed for how long a book should stay but the time lag is an 

‘enfant terrible’ of the cataloguing department Advocates of 

Privatizations have advocated that cataloguers should be paid per the 

number hour/day. Cock and bull story as to the lengthy time lag will 

disappear.  

g. Elimination of Corruption: Corruption which has bedeviled third 

world countries cannot be brought into online cataloguing, it is fraud as 

opposed to other, online activities like banking, shopping, dating and 

other business transactions. In short, social bookmarks are created for the 

cataloguer once the system is booted, sites are brought down, no tips, 

cajoling or pleading before one accesses the sites. No ‘need to know’ 

before one logs in.  

h. Cooperative Cataloguing: The dream of every library is to have 

uniform call mark in all areas of specialization. This mission is realizable 

if they all copy out some bibliographic details, hence a consortium 

approach to collective problems. Through varying classification schemes 

are utilized by consulting libraries and the patronized library, sight 

amendment need be made to suit local needs. E.g. while LC online uses 

library of Congress Classification Scheme, Federal Court of Appeal 

Library will use Moy’s – even then, though call marks differ, the SH is 

still same. 
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i. National Union Catalogue: NUC will be a dream come true as all 

related libraries will have same bibliographic details for all titles are 

source of information is the same. Discrepancies created by individual 

point of view in the days of manual cataloguing will be past forever. 

j. Convenience: Cataloguing was only possible in the cataloguing 

department prior to online cataloguing. Now the exercise can be 

ubiquitous. From home or away at conference, titles of books can be 

copied and keyed in the dialogue boxes, the SH and other details can be 

copied out or sent online to appropriate or home authorities. This is in 

line with international best practices- tried and tested. 

k. Environmental Impact: The online approach reduces paper usage and 

attendant effects of tree felling for paper production. In this age of global 

warming nothing sends more relief. 

l. Accessibility: Libraries irrespective of location can access all databases 

anytime. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Manual card filing: Card production which should accompany books as they 

are being discharged is still a grave disaster. As the discharge clerk should be at 

the manual cataloguing simultaneously. Any book on the shelves without the 

card in the author/title or subject catalogue is as good as lost-except via the 

publication and distribution of new additions, no reader will know it exists. 

Advanced libraries got round this by creating OPAC. This is highly 

recommended as the information is being accessed online, a dumpsite should 

be created where it will be fine turned and keyed into OPAC and user frustration 

will be reduced.  

Staff Training: The paradox of life is that the only constant thing is change. 

Information explosion makes what was acceptable yesterday archaic tomorrow. 

Electronic device is most guilty of this personnel training and retraining must 

be focused onto keep pace with development.  

Broad spectrum librarianship: Since time wasting searches have been 

eliminated, other activities calling for attention such as abstracting and 

indexing, writing of articles, mentoring etc, would receive more attention. This 

work cannot be concluded yet as online cataloguing is an ongoing process and 

other firsthand experience will be reviewed and added.  
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Card Catalogue: The library is a growing organism it is not static. As the 

collection expands, the catalogue too expands, the tendency for the card 

catalogue to become weedy, feature filing errors and be complicated or 

overpopulated persists. Other methods of searching such as CAS SDI, OPAC 

etc can be created to move along with online cataloguing. Searches for now are 

a nightmare to the librarian, how much more the users. 

Funding: Online records being accessed are products of well funded research 

and this explains the integrity of the records. Not one has been faulted till date 

the online access began 1979 for LC. Endowment for research deserves utmost 

attention so hair raising breakthrough can be recorded in Africa this happens 

when grants exist to tinker with ideas. 

Specialization: IFLA had a committee on cataloguing in 1971 but the section 

is now lethargic. National Library Association in Nigeria has a cataloguing and 

classification section where cataloguing experts gather to rub minds annually. 

Further steps such as creation of cataloguing secretariat with working groups 

and knowledge base where curious minds can clear traditional cataloguing 

problems should be created. Cataloguing section should not be a place where 

men are posted in an out at will specialization brings perfection.  

 

REFERENCES 

Clarke, G. O. People side of office automation: Issues and Challenges in Ntieyong 

Business Review Jan. 1999 p. 10; Owasanoye, B. (2011) Best Practices in 

Forensic.  

Eyitayo, S. Technology and the Future of Librarianship at NIBF 2011, p. 3.  

Greenberg, Esther (1976): Automated Cataloguing: State of the Art Bulletin of Med. 

Lib. Association 64(1), pp. 5 – 11 

Iheriohanma, B. J. Globalization, Poverty and National Development: The Nigerian 

Situation. In Ife Psychologia Vol. 18 (1) 2010. Pp. 292-299. 

La Montague, Leo (1972) Historical Background of Classification and Descriptive 

Cataloguing. In Painter, Ann (ed.)(1972) NCR/Microcard. Pp. 24-25. 

Popoola, E. A., Udo, D.J. & Aderibigbe, M. R., Cataloguing and Classification in 

Nigerian context. In Olanlokun, S & Salisu, T. (eds.) (2001) Libraries & 

Librarianship in Nigeria: A festschrift for E. B. Bankole. Lagos, Ikofa Press Ltd. 

Pp. 79 – 10 

Voigt, M. (ed.) (1971) Advances in Librarianship. Vol. 2, New York, Seminar Press. 

Pp. 64-66. 

www.ascleiden.nl/library/cataloguevisitedon24/02/11  

http://www.ascleiden.nl/library/cataloguevisitedon24/02/11


166  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2020 

 

www.dmnews.com/navigate2007catalogchallenges visited on 28-02-11 

www.helium.com 

www.heritagehornerton:cam.ac.uk 

www.librarything.com 

www.slideshare.net/joh5700-2003version on 03/10/2011  

  

http://www.dmnews.com/navigate2007catalogchallenges%20visited%20on%2028-02-11
http://www.helium.com/
http://www.heritagehornerton:cam.ac.uk
http://www.librarything.com/
http://www.slideshare.net/joh5700-2003version%20on%2003/10/2011

