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Abstract  
This study titled 

“Education for 

National 

Understanding and 

Sustainable 

Development” is set 

out to determine how 

education for national 

understanding will 

enhance sustainable 

development. It 

equally seeks to 

explore the nature, 

levels and extent of the 

understanding in 

Nigeria. It will employ 

a qualitative approach, 

guided with tons of 

axiological questions 

and ideal statements. 

Issues to be discussed 

in this paper are; is 

there any 

understanding in 

Nigeria? The need for 

understanding among 

Nigerians, education 

for national 

understanding and 

sustainable 

development. Based 

on these issues to be 
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INTRODUCTION  

Nigeria as it is known 

today is a creation of 

colonial Britain which 

became a country in 

1914 when its British 

colonial masters 

amalgamated their 

northern and 

southern 

protectorates in the 

West African sub-

continent by fiat. 

Counting down from 

1914 till date, 

Nigeria’s 

achievements as an 

independent 

sovereign state pale 

into insignificance 

when compared to 

nations with similar 

colonial experience. 

Despite its huge 

human and natural 

resources, Nigeria has 

not been able to 

evolve an egalitarian 

and prosperous 

society, with a stable 

political structure.  

Keywords 
Development, 
Understanding, 
Education, National, 
Sustainable. 
 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY EDUCATION RESEARCH 

(VOL. 12 NO.8) JUNE, 2020 EDITIONS 

 

 
  
 
 

110 

discussed in this work, 

it is obvious that in a 

state where people 

refuse to understand 

and agree with one 

another, there will be 

no room for 

development. This is 

because; it is by 

understanding one 

another that people 

will reach a joint 

decision on matters of 

common concern in 

situations where they 

are in actual or 

potential 

disagreement. The 

study will equally 

reveal national 

understanding as a 

duty required by 

people to be a model of 

solidarity, sharing and 

tolerance; solidarity 

with the most 

underprivileged; 

sharing knowledge; 

and tolerating their 

differences. 

Consequently, the 

writer is of the view 

that there is a burning 

need to reflect on 

education with the 

basic principles of 

tolerance, 

understanding, 

respect for others and 

shared activities that 

will help to prepare a 

fertile ground, on 

which the beneficiaries 

will be able to plant the 

seeds of 

understanding and 

sustainable 

development. 

 

he magnitude of the catastrophic events that have taken place for 

quite some time in Nigeria has undoubtedly left untold hardship on 

many Nigerians. This is because the nation seems to demonstrate a 

high inclination for ethnic and religious conflicts which lead to instability.  

As expressed by Mbaji, Ebirim and Ugwuoke (2014), no state can ensure 

sustainable development where violation of human right, regional and 

sectorial injustice, general insecurity, ethnic and religious conflicts 

prevails. The unstable nature of the nation has been a thing of great 

concern to all patriotic citizens. Several measures have been proffered to 

stop these problematic situations to which no adequate response has been 

given. 

The rationale behind the above deposit is that whenever a country is in any 

form of crunch, every other thing is in peril including developmental 

processes. Hence, there is a burning need to reflect on education with the 

basic principles of tolerance, understanding and respect for others and 

shared activities that will help to prepare fertile ground, on which the 

beneficiaries will be able to plant the seeds of understanding and 

sustainable development. This being the case, this work is set out to 

T 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY EDUCATION RESEARCH 

(VOL. 12 NO.8) JUNE, 2020 EDITIONS 

 

 
  
 
 

111 

determine how education for national understanding will enhance 

sustainable development. In order to do this, there is a crucial need to 

analyze the concept of education, understanding and sustainable 

development in this perspective. 

 

Conceptual Analysis of Education, National understanding and Sustainable 

Development 

Education can be understood both in the wider and narrower perspectives. 

In the wider perspective, it is concerned with overall development of the 

personality for societal change or sustainable development whereas in the 

narrower respect, education means formal knowledge or that which is 

concerned with reading and writing. In this paper, the researcher view 

education from the wider perspective. According to one of the most 

influential and celebrated thinkers in classical philosophy Plato (427-347 

BC), a good education consists in giving to the body and to the soul all the 

beauty and all the perfection of which they are capable.  For Aristotle as 

cited in Mbaji (2012), education is the creation of a sound mind in a sound 

body.  It encompasses in itself all-round development of an individual for 

the preparation of worthy activity and happiness. Plato’s and Aristotle’s 

definitions rest on the fact that education is for self-actualization and 

development. From the above definitions, one can deduce that education 

has been increasingly regarded as a major instrument for self-

actualization, understanding and development.  The primary concern of 

this paper is to show the use of education as a means to advancing solutions 

to all the social and individual problems in Nigeria for societal 

development, tolerance and understanding. Meanwhile, what is national 

understanding? 

Understanding entails tolerating and sharing of knowledge and 

differences. National understanding is a duty required by people to be a 

model of solidarity, sharing and tolerance; solidarity with the most 

underprivileged; sharing knowledge; and tolerating their differences 

(United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, 

(UNESCO), 2016). The starring role of understanding is inevitable in 

attaining sustainable development. Education for national understanding 

is long-term solutions that will promote national understanding and 

ensure sustainable development.  
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Sustainable development is all round development that takes place in all 

sectors of the economy that meets the needs of the present generation 

without compromising the ability of the future generation. Obiajulu and 

Obi (2004) maintained that a comprehensive change in cultural, 

educational, social and political fields must be enhanced to improve the 

living condition of the greater majority before such a state can comfortably 

talk of sustainable development. It requires vision or a measure of the state 

of being in a desirable condition. A general refinement and equitable 

distribution of resources in all sectors of the economy to improve the living 

condition of people is its best cornerstone. However, Ifesinachi (2009) 

submitted that there is a clear linkage between understanding and 

sustainable development.  Long-term solutions that will promote national 

understanding are required to ensure sustainable development. This is 

because, in a nation where there is no understanding as a result of violence, 

lack of good governance and quest for resource control, there will be no 

room for sustainable development. This implies that there is need for 

Nigerians to understand one another so as to ensure sustainable 

development. In order to do this, one has to examine the extent of 

‘understanding’ among Nigerians. 

 

Is there any understanding in Nigeria? 

Nigeria is known for her enthusiasm to take a foremost role by donating 

herself to be elected to bodies where she can play a substantial role in 

resolving conflicts to ensure understanding among people in various parts 

of the world; yet her civil society remains an affront of human dignity. 

Nobody is rich if he or she is still a debtor. Likewise, Nigeria can neither be 

a peacemaker nor a crisis manager if her civil society remains in crisis. 

Nigeria has been blood bathed by episodes of violence for decades. Some 

years back, some group of people in different regions of the nation 

(MASSOB, in the East and OPC, in the West) were clamouring for true 

federalism. Ebirim, Mbaji and Iwuozor (2012) submitted that these 

activities created tension and fear of state fragility, insurgency and 

rebellion.  

The Niger Delta militancy emanates as a result of hunt for resource control. 

Nnamani and Ayogu (2011) submitted that the region bears the bulk of the 

nation’s oil wealth yet; it is faced with serious environmental degradation 

resulting from oil spillage and gas flaring, forcing the people to live in abject 
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poverty. The agitation for a stake in the control of the oil wealth and more 

developmental projects instigated the youth of the place to take up arms 

hence, causing total confusion, chaos and disorderliness in the nation. The 

threats of Niger Delta militancy seem to be a forgotten issue and now 

Fulani herdsmen and Boko Haram terrorizations. 

Boko Haram launched an insurgency against the Nigerian government in 

2009 with the aim of establishing an Islamic caliphate in West Africa.  They 

started from a peaceful Islamic sect to one of the world’s deadliest 

terrorists group mostly found in north-eastern Nigeria. As expressed by 

Mark (2018), activities of Boko Haram has reportedly left about 20,000 

people dead and displaced at least two million. The most serious and 

embarrassing problem facing Nigerian civil society today is the menace 

and aggressiveness of Fulani herdsmen and Boko Haram activities. Samson 

(2018) reported about the massive killing of hundreds of villagers in Uzo-

uwani, Enugu state by the Fulani herdsmen over a land dispute. The 

massive killing as reported was in retaliation for clashes in the same 

village. Similarly, Meg (2019) testified about the Fulani herdsmen 

operating on a six months’ pregnant woman in her farm in Benue state 

leaving her and the baby lifeless.  According to the Global Terrorism Index 

report (2018), Fulani herders have killed six times more people than those 

killed by Boko Haram in 2018. Activities of these groups indicate that there 

are human leopards and human crocodiles in the Nigerian society. There is 

hardly a day without reported cases of crisis, fracas and devilish acts 

caused by these groups. Nigerian society has all of a sudden become a battle 

field. These dreadful situations repeatedly result to disruption of 

uniformity and state of feeling unsafely. The global community is currently 

in information age whereas Nigeria is in explosive insecurity age. At this 

moment, considering the pogrom presently going on in the society, the 

question; “if there is any understanding in Nigeria?” turns out to be ironic 

statement or sarcasm. 

Nigeria is today at a crossroad. Of all the countries in Africa, Nigeria and 

her populace feature daily in the news in different parts of the world, but 

mainly on the negative side. Consequent upon this ideological pejoration, 

Nigerian political leadership in the analysis of Abanuka (2007) continues 

to be bedeviled with unpatriotic leaders, who have eventually plunged the 

entire nation into bondage and political topsy-turvy. Yet, in all these, 

Nigerian leaders and government carry on as if these daunting problems 

https://www.pulse.ng/author/samson-toromade
https://www.pulse.ng/author/samson-toromade
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are ways of life. Fundamental questions that must be asked and addressed 

are; what brought about this ugly situation and why has it persisted? Why 

is it that despite the enormous resources which Nigeria is endowed with, 

yet she has not been able to feed her teeming population? Is it 

misunderstanding? Failure of leadership, or a curse, as it was? With this, 

we can now talk of the need for understanding in Nigeria. 

 

The need for understanding in Nigeria 

 The emergent contact of societies on a wide-reaching scale progressively 

reveals the overall need for national understanding. A universal crescendo 

of equitable and balanced development is its keystone. Buttressing the 

above, Ihonvbere (1993) stressed that the world’s future depends upon a 

growing need for national understanding for a better understanding of all 

the risks and threats that affect populations and individuals. In the opinion 

of Chuta (2004:175): 

 It is understanding that would stir one Nigeria to always do 
to another Nigerians such that he would like some other 
Nigerians to be done him; it is understanding that would 
constrain one Nigeria to receive another Nigerian outside 
his state as a close relation of the same family, and make him 
feel at home… 

 

One of the major attributes of human beings is the desire to live together 

as aggregates and to depend on each other for the satisfaction of their 

common needs. It is by having common understanding that diversity and 

incomparable wealth of different regions in a given state will be peacefully 

used for sustainable development. For Ezirim (2010) national 

understanding geared towards the pursuit of incompatible interests and 

goals by different groups. Sustainable development cannot be assured at 

the absent of national understanding. 

National understanding is preventive diplomacy taken to prevent disputes 

from arising between parties. In the claims of Boutros-Ghali (1995) 

national understanding helps to avoid the threat or use of armed force and 

related forms of coercion by states or groups to settle political disputes that 

can arise from the destabilizing effects of economic, social, political and 

international change. National understanding is a preemptive action taken 

to foil disputes from arising between parties, to prevent existing disputes 
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from escalating into conflicts and to limit the spread of conflicts when it 

occurs. On the part of Ifesinachi (2009) the need for understanding one 

another is that intractable conflicts are easier to avoid before they happen.  

In light of the above, how else can people learn to live together in the ‘global 

village’ if they cannot manage to live together in the communities to which 

they naturally belong?  Akpuru-Aja (2007) answered that it is only by 

building mutual confidence in the ability and capacity of the disputing 

parties in coming together, talking together, and resolving issues together 

in a frank and friendly environment that people learn to live together. It is 

by understanding one another that people will reach a joint decision on 

matter of common concern in situations where they are in actual or 

potential disagreement. For Best (2006), countrywide understanding does 

not only ensure peaceful co-existence but a structured process of dialogue 

between conflicting parties about issues in which their opinions differ.  

National understanding is timely information, an alarm or alert signal. It is 

capable of detecting, evaluating, predicting impending conflicts prone to 

destruction of properties and loss of life and capable of resolving them by 

instilling into the minds of the populace, understanding ideologies that will 

help to tolerate one another. 

 In such a country like Nigeria that has been mugged by episodes of 

violence, political instability, corruption, ethnic or religious conflicts, 

leadership inertia, hunger, poverty, suicide bombing, criminal genocide, 

assassination, aggravated assault, forcible rape, unjustified losses of 

human lives, violation of human rights, regional and sectorial injustice, 

aggressive tendencies, crime, general insecurity, destruction of properties 

among others, constructing warning massages for avoidance of destruction 

or limitations in damage and quickly spreading the warning massages to 

create advance preparation to either conflicts avoidance or responsive use 

of dialogue as a pro-active measure to resolve lines of frictions or 

contentions before they get out of hand is highly needed. This will bring us 

to the use of education for national understanding and sustainable 

development. 

 

Education for National understanding as a Benchmark for Sustainable 

Development 

Education is a yardstick for sustainable development.  Thus, Federal 

Government of Nigeria has stated it clearly in the national policy on 
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education that education is an instrument per excellence for national 

development (Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN), 2004). It is through 

education that the needs and aspirations of any nation can be achieved. 

Sequel to the above notion, Mbaji (2013) upheld that people and nations 

are what they are because of the nature and types of education they have 

been exposed to. This being the case, education that will serve as an early 

initiation to the principles of tolerance, understanding and respect for 

others and shared activities that will help to prepare fertile ground, on 

which future beneficiaries will be able to plant the seeds of understanding 

and sustainable development, is extremely imperative. 

Education for sustainable development is a wide-ranging enhancement 

and equitable distribution of resources in all sectors of the economy to 

improve the living condition of people. But the issue is; considering the 

lineup of episodes of violence in Nigeria ranging from MASSOB to OPC, 

from OPC to Niger Delta Militancy, and from Niger Delta militancy to the 

‘human crocodiles’ of the day “Boko Haram”, is it possible for such a 

country to ensure sustainable development?  This question is as well as the 

owner of a burning house going after a rat. UNESCO (2016) responded that 

it is only education that will gradually replace the growing void in spiritual 

and moral values, and help people to face the new threats and challenges 

of the present as well as of the near future. Education for national 

understanding will prepare students to resist violence through promoting 

principles of human freedom and dignity, equality, the rule of law, 

solidarity and respect for life and differences. Instead of learning how to 

compete, students will learn how to participate, cooperate and share how 

to establish mutually reinforcing relations in a group for the benefit of all. 

Education for national understanding is a basic necessity for sustainable 

development. Education is an instrument for national development; to this 

end, the formulation of ideas, their integration for national development of 

persons and ideas are all aspect of education (FRN, 2004).  Sustainable 

development will not emerge by chance. When people learn to tolerate and 

accommodate others, there will be room to improve the quality and 

quantity of the nation’s factors of production. Education for national 

understanding encourages the improvement of infrastructural base of the 

nation such as roads, electricity, water, schools, hospital among others to 

ensure a change in the standard of living of the nation’s citizens. 
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No doubt, in a state where people refuse to understand and agree with one 

another, there will be no room for development. Education for sustainable 

development is a practical way of developing knowledge ability in learners 

in such a way that they can use it to improve their society. It is a benchmark 

for development of stable economy, encouragement of unity as well as 

attraction of foreign investors. In a state where there is any form of 

violence or conflicts, no foreign investor will risk committing his or her 

resources. When people gain social awareness through group activities, 

where they take their first step in learning to agree and to co-operate with 

others, this will lead to a stable economy and as well attract foreign 

investors. The justification behind the overall declaration is that education 

for national understanding is yardstick for peaceful co-existence, 

tolerance, understanding, stable economy leading to establishment of 

industries, social and infrastructural facilities and employment 

opportunities to improve the living condition of the masses.  

 

Recommendations  

Based on the discussion of this paper so far, the author recommendations 

that: 

Government through the Ministry of Education should organize 

enlightenment campaigns on the essence of national understanding in 

schools for sustainable development. It is through the activities of 

education for national understanding that value of peaceful co-existence 

and how to develop and maintain such peaceful environment will be 

achieved. 

Since education for national understanding is reviewed as basic necessity 

for sustainable development, all educational actors including curriculum 

developers should by all means make it part of the school core curriculum 

activities. This will help to reduce people’s negative behaviours like violent 

juvenile crimes, drug abuse, suicide bumping, murder, cultism and other 

forms of irresponsible living.  

There should be equitable distribution of the nation’s resources. The 

government should avoid unjust revenue allocation formula. Adequate 

development of every sector of the economy should be encouraged.  

There should be understanding and tolerance among ethnic or religious 

group and others. On the issue of violation of human rights, the 

government should always regard and respect the rights of citizens, 
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bearing in mind that every citizen deserves the right to freedom and equal 

opportunities. 

Every citizen of the country should be a model of solidarity to the most 

underprivileged and as well tolerate each person differences, instead of 

learning how to compete, people should learn how to cooperate for the 

benefit of all. 

 

Conclusion 

Subjecting this paper to final analysis, line up of episodes of violence in 

Nigeria is evident that Nigeria is today at a crossroad. This canker worm 

appears to be a barricade for sustainable development to penetrate. Hence, 

the writer proposed that there is a burning need to reflect on education 

with the basic principles of tolerance, understanding and respect for others 

and shared activities that will help to prepare fertile ground, on which the 

beneficiaries will be able to plant the seeds of understanding and 

sustainable development. It grips education for national understanding 

with no iota of doubt as long-term solution that will promote national 

understanding and ensure sustainable development. 
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