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Abstract  
Academic 

performance is not a 

product of any single 

factor; it is somewhat 

the result of the 

interplay of a large  
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INTRODUCTION  

Background of the 

Study 

The central thesis 

upon which any form 

of development is 

founded is education. 

Education is central 

when it comes to 

individual and or 

societal expansion. To 

corroborate the above 

submission, Orji & 

Job, (2013) 

postulated that 

education is a crucial 

sector in any nation. 

Being a major 

investment in human 

capital development, 

it plays a critical role 

in long-term 

productivity and 

growth at both micro 

and macro levels of 

the individuals’ lives 

and the society at 

large. Ordinarily, it is 

believed that 

education is 

exclusively used for 

the development of 

human beings in the  
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number of variables. 

This implies that, there 

are so many socio-

economic variables 

that are lacking in the 

lives of students, 

hence, influence their 

academic 

performance. This 

study therefore 

assessed the Influence 

of Socio-economic 

Needs on Students’ 

Academic 

Performance in 

Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo 

Taraba State with 

specification to NCE II 

of 2018/2019 

academic year. For the 

purpose of a complete 

insight, the research 

work was subjected to 

two objectives and one 

of which is; to 

investigate the 

influence of poor 

parental care and basic 

educational 

background on the 

students’ academic 

performance in 

Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo. 

Also, one of the 

research questions 

raised is; what is the 

influence of poor 

parental care and basic 

educational 

background on 

students’ academic 

performance in 

Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo? 

Accordingly, two 

hypotheses were 

formulated, one of 

which is; poor parental 

care and basic 

educational 

background have no 

significant effect on 

students’ academic 

performance in 

Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo. The 

population studied 

was 120. The 

questionnaires were 

administered using 

purposive sampling 

method of total 

population sampling 

type, a non-probability 

sampling technique. 

Thus, the study found 

out inter alia that there 

is an influence of poor 

parental care and basic 

educational 

background on 

students’ academic 

performance in 

Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo. The 

study therefore 

recommends that 

parent ought to value 

the academic activities 

of their children within 

and outside the school, 

show them love and 

care as at when due 

and cover up the 

vacuum created by 

poor basic educational 

background by buying 

the needed academic 

material and text 

books that would spur 

and increase their 

performance in school, 

pay their school fees 

and support them 

financially when 

needed and make the 

necessary food stuff 

available for their 

children once they are 
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preparing to go back to 

school. 

 

ognitive, affective, psychomotor and psycho-productive domains. 

Corroboratively, Soji (2012) also professed that education is an 

experience event, a process and a system brought with the 

intension to give an all-round development to an individual. According to 

him, the aim and objectives of education is to build individuals mentally, 

physically, emotionally and psychologically. 

Ngene, Garba, & Kinta (2014) asserted that the reason why Nigerian 

society places great emphasis on education is because it is believed to be 

the only avenue through which national development can be ensured. 

However, he said this can only be achieved if students who are in the 

citadels of learning get actively involved in academic activities which 

would enhance their academic performance and thus positively affect the 

society at large.  

This work thus agrees with the dimensions of views above. Both scholars 

have given much credence to education as the crux for individual 

development and academic performance, of which it’s true. However, 

Ngene’s et al. (2014) demystified further on the above premise that what 

makes education to become effective in one’s life is the individual’s active 

interest and involvement in learning processes which always affect his 

academic performance in the end.   

The question is; what would make the interest of the students become 

active in learning process? The answer to this question has been a basis for 

concern to educators and researchers in their effort to explore variables 

that would contribute effectively to quality performance of students. These 

factors are inside and outside the school; they affect students’ academic 

performance (Elder, 2004) cited in (Saleh, 2017). Thus, academic 

performance has become a yardstick of self-worth and success (Davis, 

2003) (cited in Nnadi, Dimnwobi, Nwokoye, Osigwe, & Ekesiobi, 2016). 

Though, it is a complex behaviour. Research has consistently shown that 

academic performance is not an upshot of any single variable; rather it is 

the result of the interaction between large number of factors (Gupta, 1993) 

(cited in Nnadi et al. 2016). This implies that there are so many socio-

economic variables which have not been explore that their presence or 

c 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY EDUCATION RESEARCH 

(VOL. 12 NO.8) JUNE, 2020 EDITIONS 

 

 
  
 
 

88 

lacks in the lives of students affect the academic performance of the 

students positively or negatively.  

 Many youths after graduating from secondary schools, in their quest to 

become more educated, enrolled into tertiary institutions without any 

strong financial backing, however, with hope that all things being equal-

plus or minus, they would graduate. But when they are buffeted with lack 

of some socio-economic needs that their presence would have spurred 

their interest in learning activities, they become demoralized and 

discomfited thereby affecting their academic performance.  

Thus, just like Gupta (1993) rightly professed that academic performance 

of students is not determine by the presence or absence of one factor, but 

by the interplay of many variables, so is this research work considering 

some factors which the researcher regards as socio-economic needs  and 

which their interplay with students determine students’ academic 

performance. The absence of these socio-economic variables in students’ 

lives can mar their academic performance (cited in Nnadi et al. 2016). 

This paper therefore considered poor parental care, poor basic educational 

background, inadequate money, lack of shelter and their likes as what if not 

obtained by students or made available to them; their academic 

performance would be dwindled. It is therefore against this background 

that the researchers intend to assess the influence of socio-economic needs 

on students’ academic performance in Peacock College of Education 

Jalingo, Taraba State, Nigeria. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

A lot of students of tertiary institutions in Taraba State face the problem of 

lack of socio-economic needs. The absence of these needs in the lives of 

these students can mar their academic performance. Kaufeldt, (2019) in 

order to support the above assertion, stressed that these needs must be 

satisfied in order for the brain to be able to focus on complex task. The 

brain’s first job is to maintain survival by meeting the basic socio-economic 

needs of food, water, sleep and shelter. If the brain detects a need, the flex 

response would take over the being of the student until that need is met. 

 Thus, a lot of students in Taraba’s schools are overwhelmed with socio-

economic needs that can affect their full participation in academic 

activities. These needs range from poor parental care, poor basic 
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educational background, inadequate money, to lack of shelter and their 

likes. 

It is therefore against this statement of problem that this work aimed at 

studying the Influence of Socio-economic Needs on Students’ Academic 

Performance in Peacock College of Education Jalingo, Taraba State to 

bridge the gap. 

 

Objectives of the Study 
The principal objective of this study is to determine the influence of socio-
economic needs on student’s academic performance in Peacock College of 
Education, Jalingo. The work specifically sought: 

i. To investigate the influence of poor parental care and basic 
educational background on students’ academic performance in 
Peacock College of Education, Jalingo. 

ii. To assess the influence of lack of money and shelter on students’ 
academic performance in Peacock College of Education, Jalingo. 

 
Research Questions 
For the purpose of this work, the following research questions have been 
put together to serve as guide in the conduct of the work: 

i. What is the influence of poor parental care and basic educational 
background on the students’ academic performance in Peacock 
College of Education, Jalingo? 

ii. Do lack of money and shelter influence students’ academic 
performance in Peacock College of Education, Jalingo? 

 
Hypotheses 
The following hypotheses were raised and subjected to test: 

Ho Poor parental care and poor basic educational background have no 
significant influence on students’ academic performance in Peacock 
College of Education, Jalingo. 

Ho Lack of money and shelter as socio-economic needs have no 
significant influence on students’ academic performance in Peacock 
College of Education, Jalingo. 

 

Literature Review  

In order to give the research, work a good footing, the work was therefore 

founded upon related literature regarding the topic: “Influence of Socio-

economic Needs on Students’ Academic Performance” in Peacock College 
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of Education Jalingo, Taraba State, Nigeria. However, some concepts were 

reviewed and clarified accordingly. This chapter was therefore presented 

under the following subheadings: Students’ performance, Poor parental 

care, Poor basic educational background, inadequate money and Lack of 

shelter.  

 

Students’ Academic Performance  

The concept of students’ academic performance in school has been 

divergently captured by different scholars. Some see it as academic 

achievement; some also captured it as academic performance, while others 

envisaged it as students’ school performance- making it to become a source 

of concern to researchers, especially as the performance of students in 

schools is declining. However, the concept has been professionally 

captured, the main concern of this work is geared towards students’ 

academic performance. Nevertheless, the views of other scholars were 

captured as they are in this work, though, paraphrased. 

According to Egbule, (2004) Students’ academic performance is defined or 

regarded as participants’ examination grades at the end of a given term, 

semester or programme. It could also be seen as the level of performance 

in a particular field of study. To him, higher scores indicate better academic 

performance (cited in Ngene et al. 2014).  Also, Kyoshaba (2009) asserted 

that academic performance is characterized by performance on tests 

associated with coursework and the performance of students on other 

types of examinations. IGI Global Disseminator of Knowledge (2019) on 

the other hand defined academic performance as final grade earned in the 

course defined by students’ reports of past semesters CGPA or GPA and 

their expected GPA for the current semester (cited in Amasuomo, 2014). 

The above submissions are good but they did not capture what this work 

viewed students’ academic performance to be. All the submissions 

observed academic performance within the circumference of CGPA or GPA 

grade, test and examinations cores at the end of the programme, term or 

semester. Obviously, students’ academic performance has transcended 

beyond these. To buttress this point, Williams (2018) stated that when 

people here the term “academic performance”, they often think of a 

student’s GPA or CGPA. They consider grades first when defining students’ 

academic performance. Grades don’t always reflect a student’s knowledge 

or intelligence. To him, some students don’t perform well in a classroom 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY EDUCATION RESEARCH 

(VOL. 12 NO.8) JUNE, 2020 EDITIONS 

 

 
  
 
 

91 

setting but are very intelligent and earn high marks on IQ tests, 

standardized testing or College entrance exams. Having submitted the 

above fact therefore, we would say that students’ academic performance 

refers to the total results or outcome of observable positive involvement of 

students’ ability to use his or her cognitive, affective and psychomotor 

domain effectively and efficiently in learning and or in academic activities.  

In spite of these values attached to academic performance, Egbule, (2004) 

showed that students’ academic performance is declining. This could be 

because they are confronted with so many school and non-school related 

basic needs and responsibilities. This problem seems to be a major one that 

requires urgent and serious solution since students’ academic 

performance affects the quality of human resources within the society and 

the world at large (Ebenuwa-Okoh, 2010) (cited in Ngene et al. 2014).  

All human activities are always directed towards meeting basic needs, 

hence it shows that the quest to meet these needs always preoccupy the 

minds and influence (directly or indirectly) the activities of the humans 

most of the times. Therefore, the ability or otherwise of an individual to 

meet the basic needs greatly influence the person ‘s mental alertness. In an 

academic institution, these basic needs (Ngene et al. 2014) are what this 

work considers as socio-economic needs of students and the absence of all 

or any one of them can mar or impair the students’ academic performance 

in school’s learning activities.  

 

Lack of Parental Care 

Children are gift from God to man. They are given without manual or 

remote control let alone one would say he would follow the manual to see 

how he could operate and take care of them. Thus, the instincts to care for 

the young ones are inherent in the parents. In congruence with the above 

submission, Joe (2019) postulated that, children don’t come with 

guidelines or instructions, and they certainly don’t come with a pause 

button. What they do come with is a crucial set of physical and emotional 

needs that must be met. Failure of the parents to meet these specific needs 

can have a wide spectrum and long-lasting negative effect especially on the 

academic performance of the children, (Espistein, 2001), this is because 

parents at home are children’s first teacher. As a child move from infant to 

toddler and then to a preschooler, he learns to speak, listen, write and read 

which latter develop the child to achieve academically and this can only be 
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achieved through care of the parents. Thus, the effect of parental care on 

students at any given time cannot be over emphasized (Joe, 2019). 

The “first empirical evidence has shown that the lack of direct parental care 

alters the trajectory of brain development” …which could mean that 

growing up without parental involvement may slow down brain 

development in a student (Collins, 2015 “Para” 8). Gadsden (2003) 

affirmed that greater parental involvement at early stage in children’s 

learning, positively affects the child’s school performance including higher 

academic performance (cited in Joe, 2019). Thus, Gadsden position 

indicates that parental care is central to child’s position and or 

performance in school. Therefore, minus parental care from a child’s live is 

equal to low performance in school. 

Parental care has constant significant influence on students’ academic 

performance and mental adjustment which far outweigh other forms of 

achievement. When a student has caring parents to support his or her 

learning, he or she tends to succeed not just in school, but throughout life 

(Joe, 2019). But unfortunately, some parents are always too busy in their 

duty schedules and do not devote time to train and supervise their children 

(Abdulsalam-Ahovi, 2016). Ambition is learned, and corresponding 

behaviours are developed through the family a child is part of. Parents lead 

by example for their children and the amount of parental care and control 

practiced has a great influence over a child’s ambition to achieve (Lynn, 

2019). 

From the above submissions therefore, it suffices to say that parental care 

is instrumental to student’s perfect mental development and high 

academic performance, while poor parental care is detrimental to 

student’s mental development and academic performance. 

 

Poor Basic Educational Background 

Despite the passage of both the Child Rights Act since 2003 and Universal 

Basic Education (UBE) Act since 2004, which specified that the first 9years 

of a child’s education-primary and junior secondary education is a basic 

right, free and compulsory for all children. But, access to basic education 

has remained elusive to millions of Nigerian children, because Nigerian 

government and individual states are still not adhering to UNESCO’s 

recommended budgetary benchmark of 26% allocation to the education 

sector. Thus, low levels of funding for basic education means poor quality 
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of educational background for in-school children and nothing for out of 

school ones (Alqali, 2018). 

It is one thing for children to be in school and entirely another thing to be 

learning; as such, millions of the so-called in-school primary school 

children in Nigeria are only a little better or not even better than those who 

had never seen the four walls of a classroom. This is because teacher’s 

quality is the heart of effective teaching at basic levels of education (Alqali, 

2018). Hence, lack of quality teachers in our primary and junior secondary 

schools make the Nigerian government at the end of every graduating term 

to be graduating ill-informed and quarter baked primary and junior 

secondary school leavers all over the country who perform very low in the 

next levels of their schooling. For a child to have a sound basic educational 

background, the teacher must be sound and willing to give his best in the 

learning activities of the child.    

It is worthy to say that the death in the quality of teachers at basic schools 

in Nigeria is connected with the ‘lowly’ nature of the teaching profession 

which rather makes them see it as a ‘transition’ job after graduation from 

tertiary institutions as they search for greener pastures in other sectors of 

the economy. Thus, teachers at basic schools need to have decent salary 

relative to the service they render. But when teachers have low salaries 

quality of teaching declines and hence learning in the end produces 

students with poor basic educational background (Alqali, 2018). Good 

basic educational background therefore ensures broad-based 

development of students. This means that all pupils are able to develop 

their cognitive, social emotional, cultural and physical skills to the best of 

their abilities, preparing themselves for further school career. Therefore, 

carrying out this task places demands on parents, government, and the 

school itself (Alexander, 2019).  

Many rural and sub-urban parents in Nigeria today especially those of the 

northern part of the country find it difficult to send their children to basic 

school, this is owing to the fact that some of them are subsistent farmers 

who rely on the mercy of rainy seasons for survival and having seen the 

collapse and the rickety nature of the basic education become discourage 

to send their children to school and those who manage to send their 

children to school, trivializing everything regarding their children’s 

schooling. In consonance with the above submission, Saleh (2017) avowed 

that failure in the (basic) education system in Nigeria is due to lack of 
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government funding rather than any factor. Government funded schools 

have practically collapsed over the years because of poor funding, leaving 

children from poor homes with nowhere to go but the street. 

Consequently, some of the children who skeletally managed to graduate 

from primary and junior secondary schools found it difficult to read and 

write correctly and with that, would still want to further their education. 

These are the students whose academic performances become awful in 

tertiary institutions.   

 

Inadequate Money  

Parents and institutions of higher learning need to understand the full 

shock of the condition of lack of money, under which students live, think 

and learn while studying for a degree, diploma or NCE- programme and 

how this condition affect their academic success. Most students from poor 

backgrounds believed that entry into tertiary education is an opportunity 

for them to change their economic status at personal and or family level at 

the end of their study. Unfortunately, this becomes difficult to be achieved 

when their economic conditions exert on their ability to achieve academic 

success (Johnson, & Machika, 2014).  

Money is important to a student just like fuel is to a car. The necessity and 

importance of money in the life of a student cannot be overemphasized, 

because most of the students sponsor themselves in the tertiary 

institutions. Therefore, student’s money matters mostly affect their 

academic performance especially when the money is not within reach to 

solve a particular academic problem. To back up this claim, Hall (2004) 

averred that financial problems are causing depression in students as well 

as affecting their examination results. It has a direct impact on students’ 

mental health which then leads on to reduction in their academic 

performance. 

In congruence with the above, Ngene et al. (2014) also asserted that the 

financial problems of students immensely contribute to low performance, 

thereby leading to poor quality of education in a number of ways. In the 

first place, most students cannot afford the essential learning materials like 

textbooks or materials given by lecturers to photocopy.  Secondly, a 

popular avenue among some female students is prostitution. Some among 

them have to give themselves out in order to have the financial strength to 

face the academic financial challenges. Thirdly, it is no longer shocking to 
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hear that so many students from our tertiary institutions are caught among 

gangs of armed robbers on the highways all in the name of trying to meet 

up with their academic financial challenges. One of the serious 

consequences of these financial problems is that some students are denied 

the chance to further their education. Even in the make-do arrangement 

currently in place. We are all aware that some students are forced to 

voluntarily withdraw from school for financial reasons. Indeed, many more 

could not even take up their admission in the first place (Ngene et al. 2014). 

The above are the influence of inadequate money in the life of students 

which have a direct consequence in their academic performance. When 

students are bedeviled with financial academic challenges, they tend to go 

gaga and follow any undue means to get their problem solved. One, the 

mental effort put together to get their problem solve and second, absenting 

themselves in school in order to bring their plan to solve their financial 

problem to fruition automatically mar their performance in the learning 

activities. This is to say that students cannot perform better when they are 

under financial pressure at school. 

 

Lack of Shelter 

A lot of educators believed that there should be close proximity between a 

student’s living and learning environment in order to produce all-rounders 

who are a socially integrated and mentally sound. Thus, the lack of shelter 

within and outside the campus means that a lot of these students are left to 

their devices and have to settle down for whatever is available (Student 

Accomod8, 2018). 

 Accommodation is very important in the life of a student. The lack of it 

gives academic imbalance in student’s learning process. Because the belief 

is that students who are sheltered comfortably, to an extent perform better 

academically. To corroborate the above assertion, Ngene et al. (2014), 

postulated that poor accommodation is also a factor influencing students’ 

reading culture. If a room meant for two students ends up housing 8 to10 

students at night, the discomfort would certainly have chain influence on 

the students’ academic performance. 

Students who are experiencing shelter problems may not be able to attend 

school regularly. More than a third of tertiary students struggle to avoid 

hunger and lack of shelter. From elementary school to college, students are 

expected to meet academic standards that are designed to prepare them 
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for successful future careers. But for those struggling with shelter 

problems and poverty, focusing on assignments, test, presentations, 

examination and studying is extremely difficult (Tulene University, 2019). 

Plus, or minus, the fact remains that no student can read or study 

comfortably when he knows that after the study he does not know where 

to put his head to rest for the night. Many sleep in uncompleted building 

not minding who owns it while some look for a place to keep their bags and 

be sleeping on top of trees. The question we need to ask ourselves is that; 

can these academic-shelter-challenged students perform well 

academically? It takes those few who are psychologically strong to remain 

resilient. But many would be thrown off balance as a result of this problem 

and thereby influencing their performance in school. 

 

Methodology 

Descriptive research design was adopted because of its ability to provide 

answers to the questions of ‘what’ and ‘to what extent’ that was associated 

with the research problem. The research design was used to obtain 

information concerning the current status of the dependent variables 

(students) and to describe the influence of the independent variables 

(socio-economic needs) with respect to students’ academic performance. 

The study was targeted at 2017/2018 NCE II students of the College. The 

population of the study comprised of all the students in the above set, both 

male and female in all the departments who were totaled 121. NCE II 

students were chosen because of their stability in the school as when the 

research was conducted. The questionnaires were administered using 

purposive sampling method. According to Stephanie, (2018) the 

population sampling is a type of purposive sampling method where the 

whole population of interest is studied.  Thus, this technique was adopted 

because the target group is small and set apart by well-defined 

characteristic. It was also use because it eliminates the risk of biased 

sample selection that is often encountered in random study samples and it 

allows the researchers to greatly reduce guesswork.  Steps used in the 

sampling method were:  

i. Defining the population and the characteristic that set it apart: 

NCE students in year II and of 2017/2018 academic year. 

ii. Create a list of the population: The population list totaled 121. 
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iii. Eliciting information from all the members of the group through 

the administration of questionnaires: It is a known population, 

therefore, 121 questionnaires were administered and 120 

questionnaires were returned successfully.  

 

A carefully designed questionnaire titled with the acronym ISENSAP 

(Influence of Socio- Economic Needs on Students’ Academic Performance) 

of structured items was developed and administered to NCE II students of 

2017/2018 academic session. The questionnaire was fashioned on four 

rating scales.  

The reliability of the instrument was determined through a trial-test and 

this instrument was found to be suitable and reliable before the actual 

survey was conducted.  Thus, the reliability Cronbach's Alpha was 0.715. 

The researchers adopted the descriptive and inferential method of data 

analysis, where mean, standard deviation and chi-square were used. The 

computation using mean and standard deviation was based on four scale 

points, thus: 

Strongly Agreed (SA) - 4 points 

Agreed (A) - 3 points 

Strongly Disagreed (SD) - 2 points 

Disagreed (D) - 1 point 

The mean is represented thus: X = 
Ʃ𝒇𝒙

Ʃ𝒏
 

Therefore, 4+3+2+1 = 2.5 

4 

The decision rule was 2.5. This means that a mean score of 2.5 and above 

is accepted while a mean score below 2.5 is rejected. The hypotheses raised 

were subjected to test. Chi-square was used to test the propositions. The 

chi-square was represented by the following expression: 

 

X2 = Ʃ (fo-fe) 

    fe 

Where X2 is Chi-square 

Fo is frequency observed 

Fe is frequency expect 

Ʃ is summation  
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Result and Discussion  

The research questions and the hypotheses raised were calculated, 

analyzed and interpreted as follows: 

RQ1. What is the influence of poor parental care and basic educational 

background on the students’ performance in Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo? 

Ho1. Poor parental care and basic educational background have no 

significant influence on students’ performance in Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo. 

 

Table 1. What is the influence of poor parental care and basic educational 

background on students’ academic performance in Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo? 

 

S/N.      Statement        SA  A       SD     D   Total     X ∂        DEC. 

1. My parents encourage me to go to school.       87 22       5       6  120  3.6 0.8     

Accept 

 

2. My parents did not care whether I pay      14 11      72     23  120  2.1 0.9     Reject 

    my school fees or not.  

  

3. I had a good primary and secondary school   44  22     38     16  120 2.8 1.1     Accept 

    background which means I was taught well, 

    even in a conducive environment. 

 

4. I find it difficult to do well now because         40  24     39     17  120 2.7 1.1     Accept 

     I lacked writing materials and textbooks 

     when I was in primary school. 

Source: Field Survey, 2020.                                                               Grand Mean=2.8 

 

The results in the above table shows that item numbers 1, 3, and 4 are 

accepted by the respondents that poor parental care and basic educational 

background have influence on students’ academic performance in Peacock 

College of Education, Jalingo. This is explained by mean score of 3.6, 2.8 and 

2.7 which are all above the average mean score of 2.5. On the contrary view, 

the respondents of item number 2 rejected that poor parental care and 
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basic educational background have influence on students’ academic 

performance in Peacock College of Education, Jalingo. This is explained by 

the mean score of 2.1 which is lower than the average mean score of 2.5. 

 

Testing Hypothesis One 

Ho1. Poor parental care and poor basic educational background have no 

significant influence on students’ academic performance in Peacock 

College of Education, Jalingo. 

 

Table 2. Observed Frequency  

Responses             Q2              Q3              Q4    Q5            Total 

Strongly agreed             87        14  44    40  185 

Agreed   22        11  22    24  79 

Strongly Disagreed  5        72  38    39  154 

Disagreed   6        23  16    17  62 

Total    120       120    120   120  480 

Source: Field study, 2020. 

 

Expected Frequency  

Fe=(tr)(tc) 

         gt 

R1C1= 186 x 120   R1C3= 154 x 120 

     480     = 46.25                  480      = 38.5 

R1C2 = 79 x 120    R1C4 = 62 x 120 

      480              = 19.75                   480      = 15.5 

 

Table 3. Expected Frequency Table  

Respondent  Q2            Q3              Q4     Q5            Total 

Strongly agreed 46.25      46.25  46.25    46.25   185 

Agreed  19.75      19.75 19.75    219.7   79 

Strongly Disagreed  38.5      38.5   38.5    38.5             154 

Disagreed  15.5      15.5   15.5    15.5              62 

Total   120       120 120    120             480 

Source: Field study, 2020. 

 

Table 4. Computed Chi-square Table 
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Fo Fe               (fo-fe)         (fo-fe)2  (fo-fe)2 

      fe 

87 46.25          40.75  1660.1     35.9 

22 46.25  -49  2401       51.9 

5 46.25  -41.25  1701.6      36.8 

6 46.25  -40.25  1620.1       35.1 

14 19.75  -5.75   33.1           1.7  

11 19.75  -8.75  76.6          3.9  

72 19.75  -52.28  2733.2       138.4  

23 19.75  3.25  10.6   0.5  

44 38.5     5.5  30.3   0.8  

22 38.5  -16.5  272.3   7.1 

38 38.5  -0.5  0.25   0.0  

16 38.5  -22.5  506.3   13.2  

40 15.5   24.5  650.3   41.9  

24 15.5   8.5  72.3   4.7  

39 15.5   23.5  552.3   35.6  

17 15.5   1.5  2.25   0.1 

Source: Field study, 2020.    X2 = 411.6 

df= (r-1) (c-1)          

The table  4.2.1.2 above shows that there are 4 rows and 5 columns, 

therefore, our degree of freedom would be: df= (4-1) (5-1) = 4-1 x 5-1 = 

3 x 4 df= 12 

The table value of chi-square at 0.05% level of significance under 12 degree 

of freedom is 21.026 and the computed chi-square value is 411.6. 

 

Decision 

Following the rule of the game, it suffices to say that since the calculated 

values (411.6) of the chi-square is greater than the table or critical value 

(21.026), we therefore reject the null hypothesis (H0) which says, poor 

parental care and basic educational background have no significant 

influence on students’ academic performance in Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo and accept the alternate (H1) hypothesis which says, 

poor parental care and poor basic educational background have significant 
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influence on students’ academic performance in Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo. 

Table 5. Do lacks of money and shelter have any influence on students’ 

academic performance in Peacock College of Education, Jalingo? 

S/N.      Statement       SA   A       SD  D  Total     X ∂       DEC. 

6. I usually have pocket money on me or     34    18 51 17 120  2.6 1.0    Accept    

money at bank to meet up my simple 

    immediate needs. 

7.  I cannot easily get small amount of money    44    28 31 17 120 2.8 1.1    Accept 

    when in need.   

 

8. I have a convenient place to sit, read and        39    16  47 18 120 2.6 1.1    Accept 

    home. Also, I can have my privacy to study 

    at home without disturbance. 

 

9. Any time I don’t have a place to relax most    49     13   41 17 120 2.8 1.1    Accept 

     especially at night I feel bad. 

Source: Field Survey, 2020.                                                                                          Grand 

Mean=2.7 

The results in the above table shows that  item numbers 6, 7, 8, and 9 are 

accepted by the respondents that lacks of money and shelter have influence 

on students’ academic performance in Peacock College of Education, 

Jalingo. This is explained by mean score of 2.6, 2.8, 2.6 and 2.8 which are all 

above the average mean score of 2.5.  

 

Hypothesis Two 

Table 6. Observed Frequency  

Responses    Q6            Q7              Q8    Q9                Total 

Strongly agreed    34        44  39    49  166 

Agreed     18        28  16    13  75 

Strongly Disagreed    51        31  47    41  170 

Disagreed     17        17  18    17  69 

Total     120       120  120   120                480 

Source: Field study, 2020. 

Expected Frequency  

Fe=(tr)(tc) 

         gt 

 

R1C1= 166 x 120   R1C3= 170  x 120 
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      480    = 41.5                    480      = 42.5 

R1C2 = 75 x 120    R1C4 = 69 x 120 

       480   = 18.75                    480     = 17.25 

 

Table 7. Observed Frequency  

Responses  Q2            Q3           Q4    Q5            Total 

Strongly agreed 41.5       41.5        41.5          41.5              185 

Agreed  18.75       18.75      18.75         18.75            79 

Strongly Disagreed  42.5       42.5         42.5    42.5  154 

Disagreed  17.25      17.25        17.25    17.25 62 

Total   120       120 120   120  480 

Source: Field study, 2020. 

 

Table 9. Computed Chi-square Table 

Fo Fe               (fo-fe)                  (fo-fe)2             (fo-fe)2 

                         fe 

34 41.5                       -7.5   56.1     1.3 

18 41.5   -23.5   650.3     15.7 

51 41.5   9.5   90.25     2.2 

17 41.5   -24.5   600.1     14.5 

44 18.75   25.25   637.6     34.0  

28 18.75   9.25   85.6     4.6  

31 18.75   12.25   150.1     8.0  

17 18.75   1.75   3.1     0.2  

39 42.5   -3.5    12.3     0.3  

16 42.5          -26.5   702.3     16.5 

47 42.5    4.5   17.6     0.4  

18 42.5               -24.5    600.3     14.1  

49 17.25   31.75   1008.1     58.4  

13 17.25   -4.25   18.1     1.0  

41 17.25   23.75   564.1     32.7  

17 17.25   -0.25   0.1     0.0 

Source: Field study, 2020.  df= (r-1) (c-1) X2 =  203.9 

The table 4.2.2 above shows that there are 4 rows and 5 columns, therefore, 

our degree of freedom would be: df= (4-1) (5-1) = 4-1 x 5-1 = 3 x 4 df= 

12 
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The table value of chi-square at 0.05% level of significance under 12 degree 

of freedom is 21.026 and the computed chi-square value is 203.9. 

 

Decision 

To corroborate the rule of the game, it is enough to say that since the 

calculated values (203.9) of the chi-square is greater than the table or 

critical value (21.026), we therefore reject the null hypothesis (H0) which 

says, lack of money and shelter have no significant influence on students’ 

academic performance in Peacock College of Education, Jalingo and accept 

the alternate (H1) hypothesis which says, lack of money and shelter have 

significant effect on students’ academic performance in Peacock College of 

Education, Jalingo. 

 

Summary, Conclusion and Recommendations 

Summary  

The study aimed at “Influence of Socio-economic Needs on Students’ 

Academic Performance in Peacock College of Education, Jalingo Taraba 

State”. To guide this study, three research objectives, three sets of research 

questions and three hypotheses were formulated. Sequel the above 

therefore, the primary data obtained were analyzed; the findings of the 

study were presented and summarized. The research questions were 

segmented into three sets. Each set has four questions used in testing one 

hypothesis.  

The summary of the findings shows that the calculated values (411.6) of 

the chi-square is greater than the table or critical value (21.026), at 0.05% 

significant level, under 12 degree of freedom, thus, the null hypothesis (H0) 

which says, poor parental care and basic educational background have no 

significant influence on students’ academic performance in Peacock 

College of Education, Jalingo is rejected and the alternate (H1) hypothesis 

which says, poor parental care and basic educational background have 

significant influence on students’ academic performance in Peacock 

College of Education, Jalingo is accepted. 

The findings also show that the tested hypothesis two has proven that the 

calculated values (203.9) of the chi-square is greater than the table or 

critical value of (21.026), at 0.05% level of significance under 12 degree of 

freedom, therefore, the null hypothesis (H0) which says, lacks of money 

and shelter have no effect on students’ academic performance in Peacock 
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College of Education, Jalingo  is rejected and the alternate (H1) hypothesis 

which says, lacks of money and shelter have effect on students’ academic 

performance in Peacock College of Education, Jalingo is  accepted. 

 

Conclusion 

From the findings and discussion, it suffices to infer that poor parental care, 

poor basic educational background; lack of money and shelter as socio-

economic needs, inadequate food and unequal teachers’ interaction with 

students do have influence on students’ academic performance in Peacock 

College of Education, Jalingo. 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the above findings and conclusion, the following 

recommendations were made: 

Parent ought to value the academic activities of their children within and 

outside the school, show them love and care as at when due and cover up 

the vacuum created by poor basic educational background, by buying the 

needed academic material and text books that would spur and increase 

their performance in school; pay their school fees and support them 

financially when needed, and make the necessary food stuff available for 

their children once they are preparing to go back to school and the College 

ought to provide good hostels for the students if really it wants the name 

of the school be reckoned with through the performance of the students. 
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