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Abstract  
This paper highlighted 

teachers’ quality 

assurance and national 

integration in social 

studies education. It 

examines teachers’ 

quality assurance and 

national integration in 

social studies 

education, the quality 

of those who teach it 

which underscores the 

importance of high 

quality teachers. The 

paper discussed 

further various ways of 

achieving quality 

through the use of 

quality social studies 

teachers to promote 

national integrations. 

Finally, some ways are 

suggested for 

achieving quality 

assurance through the 

involvement of quality 

social studies 

teachers. 
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INTRODUCTION  

In Nigeria, we are 

being confronted by 

social relationship in 

our daily activities be 

it at home, offices, 

farm, etc. The social 

study play central role 

in helping the 

Nigerian child to learn 

about and interpret 

the environment. This 

assertion means that 

social relationship are 

the most powerful 

tool which can be 

used for the 

fulfillment of the 

human potential in all 

children, i.e. to say, 

social studies 

education for all 

Nigerian children is a 

most (Dahunsi, 

2006). 

The current situation 

of peaceful unrest in 

the country is at a 

very high increase 

which includes 

activities of terrorism,  
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thno – religious conflicts, insurgency, drug and child trafficking 

done by Nigerians. This serves as a cog-in-the wheel of progress in 

ensuring social relationship advancement, quality assurance for 

quality education and national integration in Nigeria. The idea that social 

relationship is relatively unimportant to students will be invalid if the 

purpose of education is to prepare students for life during and after school. 

The role of situation cannot be over emphasized. The primary 

responsibility of the social studies teachers are to develop the interest of 

his or her students in social relationship ensuring ‘quality’ when teaching 

the fundamentals of enquiry, skepticism and research. The social studies 

teachers therefore, have an influence on quality assurance in Nigerian 

educational system. This can only be achieved if motivational strategies 

like staff training and development, promotion, salary remuneration, 

working condition status and participatory in decision making are taking 

care of in order towards giving to achieve quality assistance and national 

integration in the country. 

 

Theoretical Issues on Quality Assurance 

Quality assurance as a program for systematic monitoring and evaluation 

of various aspects of a project, service or facility to ensure standards of 

quality assurance are being monitored. 

Quality assurance in education has become an all-embracing concept that 

include all policies, processes and actions through which quality of 

education provided is developed and maintained. So, this entails that all 

hands in Nigeria must be on desk to achieve this concept in education, 

(Jarimi 2017). Quality control is basically a system of setting standards and 

taking appropriate action to deal with deviations outside permitted 

tolerance. The implication of this statement is that quality control for 

quality assurance is always used to determine the quality of a system 

where the most important thing is discovered. 

Quality practice in Nigeria’s education is based essentially on quality of 

teachers and instructions, evaluation processes among others. In the 

absence of this, failure is always recorded, which has so many effects on 

the citizenry, the deteriorating quality of education has continued heavy 

traumatic effects on Nigerian citizens as a whole. So, quality of social 

studies teachers is very essential. 

e 
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Jarimi, (2017), noted that, indicators of declining quality and wastage 

include high dropout in school, failure rates, examination malpractice, and 

low performance in National survey of achievement. The social studies 

teachers in this context must stand the test of time and go beyond quality 

control practices during giving out instructions in the class. Quality 

education entails that the output of instructions are acceptable, beneficial 

and efficient. 

Quality can be classified into five categories namely: quality as value for 

transformation, quality as exceptional and quality as perfection or 

consistency, quality as value or purpose. The role of the social studies 

teachers are to ensure the achievement of these basic categories which 

then serves as a roadmap in ensuring quality assurance and where possible 

results to national integration in the country. We must accept the fact that 

quality has multi-dimensional factors and for us to have a clear 

understanding of what it entails, some essential elements such as inputs 

into quality of education and the process through which they can influence 

on the quality. 

Education in Nigeria is regarded as an instrument ‘per excellence’ for 

effecting national development (Federal Ministry of Education, 2013) 

education as agreed by most scholars is the bedrock of economic, political, 

technological development, national integration. A highly literate and 

economically productive educated citizenry can contribute far more 

tremendously to a nation’s gross domestic production than a large number 

of uneducated citizenry. 

 

Meaning and Dimensions of National Integration 

The feeling of a common identification and unification among the citizen of 

a country or world. It means that though people belong to different castes, 

religions, ethnic group, regions who speak different languages, they 

recognize that all people are one. National integration in another 

dimension refers to the process of creating awareness of the single identity 

by which people from a particular area or country should subscribe which 

seeks to eliminate vices like inequality, while strengthening solidarity and 

unity (Dahunsi, 2016). 

The main objective of national integration is to encounter all 

forces/tendencies, which is posing threat to Nigeria or any nation. National 

integration therefore, is very complex concept, simply because, it has 
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social, political, religious, regional and economic dimensions. The only way 

out is quality education which social studies teachers must play his/her 

role in giving out quality education to the core. 

To promote national integration, a country should lay emphasis on 

operating under a single constitution as in Nigerian that will constitute the 

country into a sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic, republic and to 

secure to all its citizens. Justice, social, economic and political; liberty of 

thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; equity of status and of 

opportunity and to promote among them all fraternity assuring the dignity 

if the individual, unity and integrity of the nation where every individual in 

that country as following; 

To abide by the constitution and respect its deals and institutions, the 

national flag, national anthem and national emblem. 

To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired the national struggle 

for freedom. 

To uphold, protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of the nation. 

To defend the country and render national services when called upon to do 

so. 

To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all 

the people of the entire nation transcending religious, linguistic and 

regional or sectional diversities and to renounce unacceptable practice, 

(eaglesislandtech.blogspot.com, 2012); (www.preservearticles.com, 

2012) 

 

Challenges of National Integration 

Challenges facing national integration as discussed by Mohanty, (2006) are 

as follows: 

Languages Variation: There are many obstacles affecting national 

integration of a country that are obviously. Some of these formidable 

obstacles have to do with language variation or differences, communalism, 

and regionalism. Nigeria is a multilingual country with over 300 languages 

where English is the official or link language, followed by three (3) most 

popular regional languages which are: Hausa (North), Igbo (East) and 

Yoruba (West). The Nigerian constitution has been amended to meet the 

demand of every tribe in the country, both majority and minority. There 

has been the problem of linguistic fanatic in Nigeria which has to be fought 

with love, understanding and accommodating one another’s problem 

http://www.preservearticles.com/
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simply because people get very easily provoked over this issue (minds are 

very fragile now, a little provocation leads to clash/fight). 

Extremism: This is another factor that weakens attempts of promoting 

national integration. It is the act of spreading fear by threatening the 

people through illegal means to obtain selfish interest. It ignores human 

values. It begins with the feeling that they do not get what they deserved, 

unemployment, lack of proper education, and means of livelihood not all 

that adequate, leads to the problem of extremism. National integration in 

Nigeria should foster very well on nationalism, tribalism, regionalism and 

other similar illegal forces. 

The problem of caste: Another challenge that faces national integration of 
a country is the politics of caste; a caste is a situation where one section 
considers another section as inferior which therefore, serves as a divisive 
force. In Nigeria, it has become a very common thing where this is 
exploited, positions and opportunities are monopolized by a particular 
section. The sudden happenings; have found it’s way in all tiers of 
governments. These factors prevent national integration of a country. 
Communalism: Communalism comes into play when religion, caste and 
race are used to make social or political gain. The root cause of this is 
because of politics and economic factor, if care is not taken, becomes a 
poison deeply rooted in our polity. A neutral state should be allowed to 
exists to allow the co-existence of all religions, secularism should also be 
practiced, which is not a political and social philosophy of live and let live 
without interference of one’s faith. 
Rationalism: Any country that is united carries the national interest of all. 
The selfish interest, politics of deprivation, regionalism gives rise to one’s 
own region than one’s own nation. When these are linked with one’s 
language and religion, the issue of regional interest comes into play, which 
creates regional interest instead of national interest, thereby affects 
national integration. In Nigeria, it should be understood that, the country 
called Nigeria is the homeland of all its true inhabitants. 
 

Relationship between Quality Assurance and National Integration 

The following are some of the relationship between quality assurance and 

national integration 

 

Efficiency in the Meeting of Goals: 

Quality assurance is interrelated to national integration since both are 

gearing towards meeting goals; terms of quality in features and 
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characteristics of a product or services that contain in it and all what that 

takes to strengthen National Unity and Solidarity within the people of a 

country. Quality assurance which is a very wide concept covers every 

human endeavor which shows the integrity of a nation (Fadokun, 2005). 

Relevance to Human and Environmental Conditions and Needs: this is 

highly related to national integration which has to do with feelings of unity 

in diversity, cultural unity, constitution, common economic problems and 

territorial continuity. All these, has relevance to human needs within our 

environments society and the entire nation. 

The exploration of new ideas pursuit of excellence and encouragement of 

creativity. Likewise in the field of promotion national integration, there is 

continuity in the creating more awareness of a common identity amongst 

the citizens of a country, coming up with more ideas on how to build a 

strong and prosperous nation, encouraging creativity in arts and crafts, 

appreciating and respecting each other’s culture. 

Quality assurance is a powerful means that can improve the effectiveness 

of social studies education of a nation. This has a direct transition towards 

developing the integrity of the people. The level of quality of the educated 

citizens in a country suggests and tells more of how united that country is, 

thereby, embracing only those forces that promotes national integration 

such as secularism (is a condition where each citizen of a country, has the 

right to practice his or her religion) democracy and social equity that are 

guaranteed under our fundamental rights. It also helps in shunning away 

those forces working against national integration which includes; 

communalism, linguistics differences etc. All these lead to feeling of 

resentment and hostility that threaten the integration of our country. 

To this end, there should be implementation of quality management 

strategies in our higher institutions with view to achieving superior 

organizational performances. 

 

Quality Assurance in Nigeria  

Quality assurance in education is a paradigm shift from the former practice 

of school inspection to a monitoring and evaluation process that provides 

a new operative needs of evaluation which are carried that evaluation 

processes and practice are carried out according to set standards that 

brings about improvement in quantity and quality. The student must be 

well trained, and facilities must be provided as well. 
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The problem that the Nigerian government has is reconciliation access 

with quality in the provision of education.  Quality must characterized 

education at every stage or level putting in to consideration how many of 

its citizens will go beyond education from elementary level up to higher 

education 

Education today has become bureaucratized since the taken over of 

schools by the government of the federation. What then follows in the risen 

tune of commercialization of education in Nigeria people and nations are 

what they are and what they will be because of the nature and type of 

education they have been exposed to. 

Quality education is not a privilege but a right of every citizen which is too 

exposed to quality standards. These standards are the goals to which all 

learners, teachers, staff and those who lead and manage schools should 

aspire to achieve; they are wrongly referred to as minimum standards but 

focus on quality. 

Quality assurance is about continual improvement, so it should not be seen 

as being the ceiling for school ambition, but should aim to go beyond and 

above each standard. These quality standards should include 

infrastructure, learners’ achievement, teaching, learning, management and 

leadership, care, support and guidance (Education Quality hand book for 

Nigerian (2010). 

The present situation of quality assurance in Nigeria is faced with a lot of 

problems, thus:- 

The quality of the teaching personnel especially social studies teachers in 

most of our schools across the nation calls for worry. Teachers are the 

major players in any education setting, their place in the scheme of things 

in education system may rise it above the quality of its teachers which calls 

for an improved teacher education the needed priority in order to raise 

quality teachers to facilitate the attainment of education goals. 

Despite the 4-years strategic plan for the development of the education 

sector in 2011-2015 by the Hon. Minister of Education Professor 

Rukayyatu Ahmed Rufai, those problems still persist and even worsened 

as many unqualified personnel (social studies teachers are very few) still 

find their ways into the profession thereby extorting whatever efforts the 

authority claimed they are making to improve the sector. 

Funding: is another major challenge in addition to serious impediment in 

access Universal basic education intervention and Education Trust Fund 
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(ETF) what was to be done to achieve quality assurance during this plan 

period is working towards having an access to education for all Nigerian 

children to improve their education from early child education class to 

tertiary level of education. There should be provision for professional 

development of existing teachers, especially social studies teachers to train 

more qualified teachers. 

 

Instability and Fragility of the Political System: 

Achieving quality assurance in Nigeria is faced with ethno-political crisis in 

the country; we have witnessed cases of kidnapping and abduction of 

school students therefore, school activities become disrupted. 

Inconsistency of government policies has affected the delivery of quality 

assurance in Nigeria in the education sector. The present situation in 

ensuring education in Nigeria has a battered image already. 

English as the main teaching language, apart from mother tongue should 

be reintroduced to teachers on the field as in social studies seminar from 

time to time. This will make class teachers not to lose their use of correct 

and current vocabulary. Quality control should be of concern to the country 

in its drive towards social relationship, scientific and technological 

development. 

 

National Integration in Nigeria 

The greatest challenge facing the present struggle to achieve national 

integration in Nigeria today, is the threat to national unity where 

centrifugal tensions, resource control and self-determination, ethnicity 

based identity, politics and religious cleave rages have enveloped national 

consciousness. Most Nigerians no more carry the nation’s national interest 

in their schedules of duty. Revealed that attempts have been made since 

independence in 1960 to achieve this by adopting dimensions such as state 

creation, Federal character principles, creation and formation of unity 

schools, the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) scheme are always 

achieving this formidable goal. 

The outcomes of integration policies and programs in Nigeria have fallen 

far below expectation as primordial ethnic loyalties are still deeply rooted. 

Ethnic particularize is seen as the major cause of this failure. All these 

therefore, have resulted to the present situation facing achieving unity, 

oneness for national integration. 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY EDUCATION RESEARCH 

(VOL. 12 NO.8) JUNE, 2020 EDITIONS 

 

 
  
 
 

66 

Above all these, a record of ethnic suspicion and intrigues that took place 

after independence in 1960 such as the military coup d’état in 1966, the 

Nigerian civil war (Biafra) 1967-1970; the annulment of June 12, 1993 

elections, incessant ethno-religious crisis currently threatening our 

nascent democracy and national existence. How then will national 

integration in Nigeria be achieved? Even at the centre of discussion, the 

problem of intolerance, ethnic diversities and religious worldwide view, 

are expressed in the form of violent crisis that occurs at quick succession 

where ethnic and religious issues are still part of the most recurring issues 

in Nigeria. This was inherited since the period of colonial era till date which 

seems to have no suspicion where the different religious worldwide view, 

clash at the slightest provocation. 

Despite the institutional efforts which were made to satisfy (satiate) these 

tendencies since independence (1960) has proved inadequate. The wide 

gap of distrust as elites deliberately employs state power to pursue 

primordial sentiments. The gap of intolerance in Nigeria is as a result of the 

long military rule. 

Nigeria at the moment is grossly incapable of devising the means of 

safeguarding the rights of all and sundry especially within democratic 

frontiers. The political class is concerned with capturing power for their 

own use rather than the cause of the Nigerian majority. This has really 

robbed the objectives behind achieving national integration in Nigeria. 

 

Qualitative Social Studies Teacher Education 

Nigeria being a developing nation appreciates the importance of providing 

qualitative social studies education for its citizens for social relationship 

and technological developments. The social studies and science teachers 

are very vital in this aspect. Quality of any educational program depends 

on the quality of those who teach it which underscores the importance of 

high quality teachers. This is in line with the National Policy on Education 

(FME, 2013) that, ‘No nation can rise above the quality of its educational 

system’. 

It is uncommon to hear complaints by employees about incompetence of 

graduate employers especially in situation demanding practical work. 

Incompetence comes as are result of the fallen standard of quality 

education (Jarimi, & Ndan, 2016).  
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Qualitative social studies teachers’ education is a base in moving the 

country to greater heights in terms of technological advancement. In 

Nigeria, there is a total decline in the quality of social studies teachers 

education which has a direct effect in areas of poor academic achievement 

from primary to tertiary institutions which is attributed to absence of 

quality of teacher education, other factors include inadequate teaching 

methods, lack of availability of human and material resources, and 

avoidance of laboratory work.  

Furthermore, there is available report on the quality of teachers generally 

on teachers’ incompetence’ The country therefore needs to provide a 

sound and qualitative teacher education in order to curb the poor academic 

achievement with a view to developing measures which seeks to ensure 

arrangement in place for initial and continuing teacher training programs 

at social studies and science from first degree to doctorate level. Ensure 

that social studies teachers have the full range of subject knowledge, 

attitude and pedagogic skills to be able to help learners reach their full 

potential. Promote the status and recognition of the teaching profession. 

Encourage the practice of reflection and research by those in the 

profession. 

 

Teachers’ Education, Quality Assurance and National Integration 

Teachers’ education refers to the policies and procedures designed to 

equip prospective teachers with the knowledge, attitude, and behaviors 

and skills they require to perform their tasks effectively in the classroom, 

school and the wider community. 

The role of the teacher education to national development begins from 

appreciation of the position of the teacher in the education system. It 

remains unarguable that the teacher remains indispensable as far as the 

business of quality of education is concerned. The whole issue of quality 

assurance in education and national integrations depends deeply on 

teachers who are well equipped. 

The importance of teacher education in the Nigerian context, this in a 

developing nation like Nigeria with multi-ethnic and religious diversities 

and unto the concomitant, various, serious, endemic and epidemic cum 

critical economic, social, political and geo-political problems and crisis, 

education is the only known potent instruction for social reconstruction of 
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social change, and teacher education is the foundation of effective uses and 

quality in the school system (Ukeje, 2005). 

The quality of teacher education in promoting quality assurance in 

education has significant effects upon students. No initial course of 

teachers education can be sufficient to prepare a teacher for his career, 

continuous professional development as a process by which teachers (like 

other professionals) reflect upon their competencies with its connotation 

of preparing the teachers for the professional role as a reflective 

practitioner. Sound teacher education has served as a tool in promoting 

quality assurance in education and national integration. 

 

Conclusion 

Social studies education is important to any nation that is committed to 

progress and development. It is the candid view of the presenter that 

improvement can be made through internal measures in the schools. 

Nigeria being a developing nation appreciates the importance of providing 

qualitative social studies education for its citizens for social interactions 

and technological developments. The social studies teacher is very vital in 

this aspect. Quality of any educational program depends on the quality of 

those who teach it which underscores the importance of high quality 

teachers. 

Social studies education should be made accessible to all, irrespective of 

class, religion, ethnic affiliation, language differences and other 

discriminatory factors will help to erode the feelings of neglect and 

alienation and thereby promote better understanding among the different 

nationally groups, developmental consciousness and foster national 

identity.   

 

Recommendations 

1. There should be continuing professional development for classroom 

teacher in the area of effective teaching. One idea that is paramount 

is effecting change for in service or professional development of 

social studies to develop high social interactions and technical skills 

are imparting sound knowledge for the citizenry. 

2. During lesson delivery, the social studies teachers should avoid 

being an extremist and promoter of politics. He should be liberal at 

all times.  
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3. There should be implementation of quality management strategies 

in our higher institutions so as to achieve superior organizational 

performances. 

4. The social studies and science teachers should possess the qualities 

of being a good and dependable teacher. 

5. Should have the basic qualification to be qualified to teach for better 

social interactions and skills acquisition. 

6. Developing good methods of teaching social studies and science 

subject through activity based method, subject process skills etc. 

which will go in line with the constructivist classroom, being 

democratic. 
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