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Abstract  
In an attempt to 

confine themselves to 

a rational 

interpretation of 

reality, men decided to 

search for a productive 

dimension in their 

response to the world 

and place within it. 

Underlying this view is 

the development of 

reasoning faculty 

which is the 

manifestation of such 

condition that  

 provided the impetus 

for the educational 

development of 

principles that are 

aimed at ameliorating 

the perceived ills of 

ignorance and 

existence. This is 
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INTRODUCTION  

In an attempt to 

confine themselves to 

a rational 

interpretation of 

reality, men decided 

to search for a 

productive dimension 

in their response to 

the world and place 

within it. Underlying 

this view is the 

development of 

reasoning faculty 

which is the 

manifestation of such 

condition that 

provided the impetus 

for the educational 

development of 

principles that are 

aimed at ameliorating 

the perceived ills of 

ignorance and 

existence (Abiogu, 

2014). This view 

makes education the 

major process of 

transmitting not only 

knowledge and skills, 

but also creating a  
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where the basic 

education learner need 

to develop his thinking 

faculty that will in-turn 

aid his ability to make 

personal decision that 

would aid his all-round 

development. These 

authors attempt to 

address the problems 

of undue emphasis on 

theoretical 

epistemology and less 

of technical 

epistemology. This is 

because the 

independent-thinking 

being is a product of 

both approaches to 

education. How, then, 

can the basic education 

learner develop and 

become an 

independent-thinking 

being without undue 

interference on the 

part of the teacher to 

control and restrict his 

freedom to 

autonomously have a 

say and contribute his 

quota to self  and 

societal development 

as well as imbibes 

what is worthwhile. 

Attempting to seek 

answers to this issue 

and other issues 

raised, the authors 

adopted the analytic 

philosophical 

approach to examining 

the following concepts 

and other issues: basic 

education, 

independent-thinking 

being, possibility of 

becoming an 

independent thinking 

being, the task of basic 

education and the 

educated man. This 

paper is significant at 

this time because self-

reliance has become a 

global phenomenon 

and the basic 

education learner 

cannot be left out in 

this struggle. Hence 

the task of basic 

education at this time 

is to inculcate 

necessary knowledge, 

skills, right attitudes 

and values in order to 

make the learner part 

of this global change, 

by learning to become 

an independent-

thinking being with 

appreciation for 

dignity in labour and 

faith in man’s ability to 

make rational 

decisions. 

 

ontest and an enabling environment in which learners can 

understand and apply such knowledge and skills in the day-to-day 

activities in the learning environment (Abiogu, 2014). However, it 

seemed to be that people, including the learner, are confused on what 

education is capable of doing for them, may be as a result of the uncertainty 

that raided the mind as to what the social, economic realities are and the 

increase in individualism which has alienated man from what reality is. It 

c 
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therefore does sounds that a person’s background has a lot to contribute 

or do with his outlook to education (Abiogu, 2014). For instance, a learner 

who is some-how exposed to independent-thinking would regardless of his 

background seem more likely to view education as an opportunity for a 

positive change of not only the existential self but also of society. This 

encourages shared responsibility for the common good of society through 

combine efforts that are expected to accomplish some set objectives which 

would be geared towards transforming and developing the individual self 

towards a better society. 

However, the basic education learner falls within the age bracket of five 

years and fifteen years. A learner that was exposed to a comprehensive 

curriculum that would enable her decided on definite education 

programme of choice. So, education at this stage exposed the learner to 

different knowledge, social and survival skills, values and attitudes that 

were relevant for acquiring further knowledge and habits that would in 

turn help her survive the changing world (Ojogan, 2019; Robertson, 2012). 

Education as a driving force aided the developing mind of the basic 

education learner to independently empower herself towards intellectual, 

social, economic and even emotional engagement of herself to become 

useful to herself now and future task ahead.  

The link between education, independent-thinking being and the educated 

man presupposes creativity, innovation, enterprising and self-adaptability. 

It would also build in the learner self-belief, self-realisation, self-

sufficiency, self-reliance, self-confident as well as motivate her to be 

purposefully determined to face the challenges of life as actors rather than 

spectators (Unah, 2002). This is expected to help the learner apply new 

ideas in the areas of identifying and choosing between conflicting 

alternative explanations and creating link that would in turn generate 

purposeful outcomes. That would help the learner shape his personal 

opinion and attitude with personal conviction, rather than restating those 

of others. The learner is able to weigh issues with different perspectives 

through reason and unbiased argument (Weimer, 2013; Omatseye, 2004). 

It is in the light of this that these authors seek to establish how the basic 

education learner can become an independent-thinking being because the 

learner is capable of improving herself as well as possess capacities to solve 

problems in the immediate environment. This paper is significant at this 

time because self-reliance or do-it-yourself has become a global 
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phenomenon and the basic education learner cannot be left out in this 

struggle. Hence the task of basic education at this time is to inculcate 

necessary knowledge, skills, right attitudes and values in order to make the 

learner part of this global change, by learning to become an independent-

thinking being with appreciation for dignity in labour and faith in man’s 

ability to make rational decision. It is also significant because everyone, 

including the basic education learner, ought to look inward for solutions to 

the challenges confronting the immediate environment as an independent-

thinking being, who is capable of positively influencing the development of 

his environment. Attempting to seek answers to this issue and other issues 

raised, the authors adopted the analytic philosophical approach to 

examining the following concepts and other issues: basic education, 

independent-thinking being, possibility of becoming an independent 

thinking being, the task of basic education and the educated man. 

 

The Nigerian Basic Education Learner 

The term basic education here is based only on literacy and numeracy 

otherwise refer to as learning to read and write. Basic means that which is 

fundamental or essential, which must be given. It is on this note that every 

other thing rest on and without it, nothing may be achieved, since it is seen 

as the root of acquiring any knowledge. This is why Basic Education is seen 

as the type of education every learner ought to have, rather than it being 

seen as a privilege an individual   ought to experience, especially in Nigeria 

education system (Momodu & Ireyefoju, 2019). However, the relentless 

changes and reforms in the national policy on education to meet the reality 

of modern curriculum is geared towards providing changes in education 

that would prepare the learner for self and societal developments. Such 

learning was designed to give a sound basic education in reading, writing 

and mathematics along with an elementary understanding of other 

subjects. But because of the dynamic nature in the system, the philosophy 

is also in a state of flux. This is to create and accommodate the 

understanding of other forms of learning that had been dropped in other 

to establish a solid foundation for learning. The educational philosophy of 

teaching and learning has over the millennia occupied many great minds 

(Momodu & Ireyefoju, 2019). It attempts to seek into what children ought 

to be taught. And since the education of learners has become a social 

priority, this may not be possible outside the individual learner. This is the 
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reason why learning only facts and knowledge is much too little to solve 

problems and promote sense of belonging in the learner. The education 

system too does not participate in the controversial issues that emanate 

from human activities and conditionings. This may be because it is given a 

neutral role in the service of the community. However, Education is still the 

major hope of the individual to overcome the challenges which human 

existence posed to her. As problem solving being, man is configured by 

nature to bring about the common good of all men as well as his own good 

(Omatseye, 2004). So, educating the basic education learner is to make her 

discover his authentic self as an individual and as a person who is capable 

of involving in the happenings of his community, through his own 

worldview. 

However, the basic education learner’s view of human existence, according 

to Momodu and Ireyefoju (2019), is anchored on freedom, forgiveness, 

love and understanding. This is because the basic education learner 

belongs to a different world within a world of so much idealism. Rather 

than living in the world of fantasy, his worldview can be nurtured to enable 

her participate in the developmental strides of his environment and society 

at large. In all this, the authentic independent-thinking self is very crucial. 

This is because it is when consciousness becomes conscious of itself that 

the self would discover and rediscover itself (Momodu & Ireyefoju, 2019). 

Learning at the basic level is the beginning of the learner’s educational 

journey towards adulthood. Today, basic education calls for a better way 

of repositioning the self so that the basic learner and others could be of 

service to humankind. Learner could be of service to his community, when 

he is allowed to independently think for herself in relation to others in the 

education system. 

Several studies have shown that a close relationship exists between the 

physical environment and the academic performance of pupils and 

students. The quality of education that children receive bears direct 

relevance to the availability or lack of physical facilities and overall 

atmosphere in which learning takes place. This may be the reason why 

school facilities consist of all types of buildings for academic and non-

academic activities, areas for sports and games, landscape, farms and 

gardens including trees, without any room for the child to decide what he 

can do differently for herself (Labo-popoola, Bello & Atanda, 2009).  It is in 

a way considered to be true that education varies from place to place and 
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from time to time. But as a tool which is meant to bring about permanent 

change in behaviour, the needs and freedom of the learner ought to be 

considered alongside other efforts whether conscious or incidentally made 

by society to accomplish set objectives, which are considered to be 

desirable. The crux of the matter is that education and development 

policies are basically on how capable a situation is judged to be successful. 

Is it when it enhances people's individual capabilities or whether or not it 

directly affects income or economic growth? According to Popoola, Bello 

and Atanda (2009), education in whichever form it is given is one of the 

most powerful instruments for the development of man and 

transformation of human society. This assertion is true, yet does not 

consider the need of the learner. Even though the human benefits received 

from education apart from his ability to read, write and calculate are 

related to factors such as: improved self-esteem, empowerment, creativity, 

critical reflection, improved health, increased political participation and so 

on, come to play. 

 

Basic Education Programme in Nigeria  

The Nigerian Basic Education Programme entails that every learner who 

has successfully undergone the 9 years of continuous basic learning ought 

to have attained appropriate levels of literacy, numeracy, manipulative, 

communicative and life-long skills as well as ethical, moral and civic values 

needed for laying a solid foundation for life-long learning. This is meant to 

serve as a basis for scientific and reflective thinking. An appropriate level 

of literacy and numeracy means that every student on graduation will 

functionally be able to read and write, as well as carry out simple 

mathematical operations, communicate effectively and put up socially 

acceptable behaviour (FRN, 2014). The programme also indicates that it is 

important to implant and sustain the culture of science and technology 

early in the learner’s education whose results will begin to manifest 

towards the end of schooling (FRN, 2014).   

The Nigerian Basic Education Curriculum was reversed to meet the ideals 

of NEEDS such as value orientation, poverty eradication, job creation and 

wealth generation. Provision was made for regular capacity building 

workshops for teachers on the effective ways of delivering the curriculum 

contents. Such training focused on specific teaching and learning skills 

needed for the development of the learner (FRN, 2014). The inauguration 
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of the Universal Basic Education programme in Nigeria promises among 

others, issues bothering on the way resources are allocated to programmes 

that will promote the best outcomes for pupils at the basic levels. This 

consideration is critical to the development of a functional basic education 

learner in the new dispensation 

 

Concept of Independent-Thinking Being 

Philosophy of education trains one to think more critically and reflectively, 

and with that one can clear away such confusions which personal interests 

and prejudiced emotions may generate. Philosophy of education as Abiogu 

(2014) posited frees one from the instinctive tendency to interpret 

everything in terms of self. This she does by attempting to think of the 

universe as it is, rather than simply as how it affects her. By so doing, the 

learner equips herelf as much as possible towards the rationalization of her 

hopes and fears, as well as preconceptions and prejudices. On a stretch of 

imagination, she also broadens the sphere of her actions and affections, 

which are necessary for national development. This is where education of 

the learner comes to play, especially when she is taught to spend more time 

in learning to independently think for herself, becomes critical and 

reflective rather than learning how to pass examination (Abiogu, 2014). 

It is also expected that an independent-thinking being would stimulate her 

to critically and deeply learn to subject her ideas and arguments to 

rigorous, critical questioning. The essences of this is to help her know that 

she did not actually know what she claimed to know, it is also to goad her 

into examining her ideas. This is to create the impression that she has a real 

depth of understanding of the subject matter. The independent-thinking 

being helps the learner to develop capacity for independent research 

which will in turn create in her deeper understanding of desirable 

academic skills (Katz, 2010). This may be a development that can be very 

promising for educators who feel that teaching learners to think for 

themselves is mostly important. But the issue here is it usefulness as an 

additional element to mainstream education or it is important to good 

teaching in all subject areas (Wagner, 2010). To achieve this therefore is to 

encourage the learner in both ways of asking questioning and giving 

possible answers to questions raised, to help her develop as independent-

thinking being. It is pertinent to know that the core values the basic learner 
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acquires from the Nigerian Basic Education Programme are going to be 

applied and used in society as they grow up. 

 

Challenges of Basic Education and Realization of the Independent-

Thinking Being 

Concepts of independence and freedom are presupposition of autonomy as 

an educational goal of progressivism. The passive nature of the traditional 

approach to learning does not allow the basic education learner be part of 

learning in the classroom. Back at home and in the community, when it 

comes to serious issues that require value judgement the learner may not 

be given the audience to express her opinion. This is because, according to 

Okoroh (2000), the learner was regarded as a being without the capacity 

to think, doubt, contemplate, and reflect. Even the idea of active 

participation, an offshoot of constructivism as an educational theory was 

theoretically incorporated in the school system. For instance, the textbooks 

designed for the basic education classroom were organized in modules for 

give room for effective participation and realization of instructional 

objectives, yet the approach in the floor of the classroom seemed to be 

passive because the teacher was passively trained. 

Another impediment towards an independent-thinking being in the basic 

education classroom was quality, competence and belief system of the 

teacher. The service and in-service teachers are trained in the traditional 

passive way of doing things yet so much was expected from them. This is 

impossible because we do not give what we do not have. A passive teacher 

cannot bring about an active learner. It is only an active teacher that can 

facilitate active learning. The introduction of active learning demanded 

that the teacher ought to be exposed to this quality of learning approach 

(Omoraka, 2020). Assuming the basic education teacher was grounded in 

the field of constructivism and his belief system was at variance with the 

concept of independence, freedom, democratic principles and other 

ideological persuasions associated with constructivism, it would be 

difficult for the basic education learner to become an independent-thinking 

being. Because, the teacher’s metaphysical posture could be that when the 

time comes you would realize the need to be independent but now just 

acquire the necessary knowledge, skills, values and attitudes that would 

enable you become an independent-thinking being (Omoraka, 2020). 
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Some of the activities in the classroom do not give sufficient room for 

independent activities because these activities are deliberately organized 

and structured towards timetable and examination system. Each subject 

teacher and learner was programmed to achieve certain task at a particular 

period. Any additional material or learning approach that is outside the 

required curriculum, even though, it would encourage certain level of 

autonomy may be considered as a digression. Hence the teacher and 

learner consciously follow the established pattern of transferring 

knowledge, skills, values and attitudes (Passmore, 1976). 

The learner on her part was eager to learn something novel, but her 

enthusiasm is lowered by a passive teacher who gives instruction rather 

than facilitate learning. Where we have active teacher or facilitator, parents 

may not support the learner beyond classroom activities, or encourage her 

financially or morally in carrying out home work and assignment. It is also 

possible that the learner does not know what it means to be an 

independent-thinking being. This is because her ideas about the world do 

not give consideration to the notion of responsibility. They want adults to 

condone rather than tolerate her misbehavior. It is impossible to realize an 

independent-thinking being through this process of reasoning. The 

realization of the independent-thinking being is the responsibility of all 

social institutions and community (Ireyefoju, 2014).    

 

Possibilities towards an Independent-Thinking Basic Education Learner 

The Nigerian Basic Education Programme was based on the philosophy of 

humanism where emphasis was laid on the learner as an agency with the 

capacity to identify self in world ruled by tradition, religion and authority. 

Humanism sees man as the centre of all things; it is man that says it is and 

it is; if he says it is not, it is not. So building an independent-thinking basic 

education learner was to first recognize the learner as a being and an 

agency capable of encouraging changes in her environment (Unah, 2002). 

It was in order to achieve this philosophy the task of the Nigerian Basic 

Education Programme was to make the learner recognized the fact that she 

was a historical, social, cultural, moral and rational being. How, then, can 

the basic education learner realize herself as an independent-thinking 

being in an environment that is deterministic in nature? 

Independent-thinking being is a quality of the mind; it is a rational process 

which emanates from the higher order of things situated in the mind. It is 
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believed that this higher order is a prerogative of all humans, but it is a 

matter of degree. That is, reasoning in every individual is not the same 

hence the level of awareness and experience varies from one individual to 

another individual Omatseye, 2004). Can this quality of the mind be taught 

like swimming or wrestling, or is it something that can be taught through 

any subject, or can it be realized through pick-ups in the process of social 

interaction in the basic education classroom? Put differently, can values, 

particularly intrinsic values, be taught? Becoming an independent-thinking 

being cannot be taught like swimming because it is an intrinsic value which 

gradually unfolds itself through the process of upbringing and interaction. 

It is an educational goal to be realized in the course of growing up, 

occasioned by internal maturation. For instance, works, assignment, 

working on a project independently, through process of refection and 

contemplation, giving the learner opportunities to make value judgement, 

explore situations which give the learner opportunity to make mistakes, 

accepting responsibility for ones action, and mistakes are not regarded as 

failures but as process of recognizing alternative ways of doing things are 

some ways of facilitating this inner quality of mind in the basic education 

learner. 

Because consciousness is at variance from one individual to another 

individual suggested that there are learner who cannot do anything on 

their own except they aided by a significant other. Whereas there are 

learners who strived to do things on their own, there are others who can 

truly work on their without supervision. The basic education teacher ought 

to recognize these individual differences in order to realize this quality of 

mind or the authentic independent-thinking being at the learner’s own 

time and pace. 

Giving consideration to the world of the basic education learner would 

make her understand that accepting responsibility for ones actions and 

reactions was an integral part of being free and independent. This is 

because independence is presupposes responsibility, forgiveness, 

understanding, love, freedom, patience, tolerance, being in charge of one’s 

destiny, shifting of evidences before making rational choice, among others. 

Parents and teachers must allow the basic education learner to participate 

in the decision-making at home and in class. Recognizing their 

contributions would give them sense of belonging, feeling and desire to do 

things on their own. Above all, since being independent cannot be taught 
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but learned through the process of interactions and pick-ups, significant 

others must exercise some restraint that point towards independent living 

which would in turn assist the learner to think before acting or reacting to 

issues.  It was therefore suggested that the basic education learner, in her 

right, should allowed to explore her would in order to realize the authentic 

self and become an independent-thinking being. The Nigeria Basic 

Education Programme should not be examination oriented so that both the 

teacher and learner work out possibilities for r attaining self-autonomy. 

Parents should allow the learner to participate in the planning and 

implementation of family budget, purchasing of different items in the 

home. For this will go a very long way to establishing self-confidence, and 

capacity to make value judgement. It will also give the learner the 

confidence to have faith in herself, others and take responsibility for her 

actions and reactions. 

 

Conclusion and Suggestions 

Developing an independent thinking being out of the Nigerian basic 

education learner required that the learner is considered an agency 

capable of making rational decisions in her own right. Because reason is a 

matter of degree, the learner in her own right can bring about positive 

changes and help in resolving some of the challenges confronting her 

community. Independent-thinking being is an intrinsic value which 

gradually unfolds itself through the process of upbringing and interaction. 

It is an educational goal to be realized in the course of growing up, 

occasioned by internal maturation. 
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