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Abstract  
The study examined 

the effect of 

kidnapping of 

farmers on farm 

productivity in 

Ardo-kola LGA, 

Taraba State, Nigeria. 
It specially identified 

factors influencing  
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kidnapping activities 

in the study area, 

examined the effects of 

kidnapping farmers on 

farm productivity and 

identified measures of 

curtailing kidnapping 

activities in the study 

area. Data were 

collected from 400 

farmers using 

purposive and random 

sampling techniques.  

The data were 

analyzed using 

descriptive statistics 

such as mean and 

standard deviation. 

The result revealed 

that, factors 

influencing 

kidnapping activities 

in the study area are; 

the influence of peer 

group (mean=4.0), 

religion intolerant 

(mean=3.0) among 

others. The effects of 

kidnapping farmers on 

farm productivity 

indicated the 

following; late planting 

of crops (mean=3.0, 

reduction of yields or 

output (mean=2.9), 

scarcity of farm labour 

(mean=4.0), increased 

unemployment 

(mean=3.0) and 

relocation of farm 

families (mean=3.8) 

among others. The 

measures for 

curtailing kidnapping 

farmers in the study 

area were revealed as; 

provision of skills 

acquisition centers, 

(mean=3.9), 

community policing 

(mean=4.0), training 

of strong anti-

kidnapping squad 

(4.0) and death 

penalty for offenders 

(3.9) among others. 

The study concluded 

that kidnapping of 

farmers have negative 

consequences on the 

farmers’ productivity 

in the study area. 

Recommendations are 

made that; youth 

should be empowered 

through acquiring 

entrepreneurship 

skills that will enhance 

self-reliance of the 

youths in the study 

area. Also Government 

should ensure 

provision of job 

opportunities in both 

rural and urban area in 

order to present rural 

and urban migration of 

youths which promote 

social vices.

 

INTRODUCTION 

 Kidnapping is a global problem that affects countries all over the world, 

though, Taraba State government is said to be working hard to address the 

bottleneck problem and ensure that the perpetrators are captured and 

brought to justice, yet government efforts seems to be futile. Why? 

Kidnapping refers to the abduction and captivity of any person typically to 

obtain a ransom. Sometimes kidnappers hold their captives longer in other 
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to demand more money from the victims’ relatives Nzochukwu, (2013). 

Kidnapping is defined by various scholars with varying degree of success. 

Onovo, (2010) defined kidnapping as the act of seizing and deforming or 

carrying away somebody by unlawful force or by fraud and often with a 

demand for ransoms. It involves taking away a person from their family 

forcefully without their knowledge or permission with the sole aim of 

holding the nation as hostage and earning a profit from the relatives. 

Bahir, (2017) viewed kidnapping as an economic concept of making ends 

to meet and Tzaneli (2002) optioned that kidnapping is regarded by the 

law of demand and supply and is a type of social action that involves the 

calculation on the most efficient means to the desired end. In this regard, 

kidnapping could be for a member of reasons such as getting monetary 

reward from their victims, or mostly done for oppressive or a motive best 

known to them. 

Uguwulebo (2011), Odoemelam and Alozie (2014) premises 

phenomenology of kidnapping as an organized crime better noticed when 

a victim’s relations are bringing the money. Evidentially, this shows that 

kidnapping in Ardo-kola Areas are well organized and involve a web of 

field professionals performing different tasks for the achievement of their 

goal and for the survival of their syndicates. Narrowing the activities of 

kidnapping in Ardo-kola areas, herdsmen attack, armed robbery and most 

especially kidnapping and diverse riots have taken the center stage. 

Agriculture is an important source of livelihood in most parts of the world. 

It involves tough work but it contributes to food security and the health of 

the nation. Before the industrial revolution, agriculture was the primary 

source of the economy. Farming is the growing of crops or keeping animals 

by people for food and raw materials. Farming is a part of agriculture, 

people started agriculture by planting a few crops, but still gathered many 

crops, from the wild, people may have started farming because of the 

weather and soil began to change. 

Productivity on the other hand, describes various measures of the 

efficiency of production. Often a productivity measures is expressed as the 

ratio of an aggregate output to a single input or an aggregate output to a 

single input or an aggregate input used in a production process. Increased 
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productivity can translate into increased farm income at least in the short-

run.(Maurice,2017). 

No matter the level of difficulty any one is facing, that is not enough reason 

to choose kidnapping as option to survive. There are many causes of 

kidnapping, including unemployment, poverty, religion, and political 

issues among others. The practice can be reduced with governmental 

involvement. 

The researcher observed that the menace of kidnappers appears to have 

dire implications for socio-economic and farm productivity in the areas 

attacked. In areas attacked, food crisis is pervasive, besides, socio-

economic life in the area is usually grounded to a halt as people could not 

freely go about their farming and socio-economic activities for fear of being 

kidnapped. 

The overall implication for sustainable development is that, the farming, 

economic and social activities seem to be fast deteriorating, also, huge 

amount of money is been spent on weapons and ammunition acquisition 

so as to equip the military, police and hunters to handle the situation on 

ground. All this seems to have affected Ardo-kola in particular and Taraba 

State economy in general. 

Ardo-kola LGA is seriously threatened by the activities of the kidnappers, 

hence, considered to be a main threat affecting the socio-economic and 

farming activities of the areas. Kidnapping seems to have become a major 

problem to the security and farmers, the frequent occurrence of 

kidnappers appears to have left advise effects on the people, kidnapping 

activities no doubt have negative impact on farming productivity in the 

study area. The problem could be solved if youth are skilled, employed, 

improved communication among others are taking into consideration. 

Though, there is the dearth of qualitative evaluation of the effects and 

negative impact of kidnapping of farmers and farm productivity in the 

study area, hence these observations have attracted the attention of these 

researchers to investigate the effects of kidnapping of farmers on the farm 

productivity in Ardo-kola LGA in Taraba State with a view of solving the 

problems, the study was carried out with three objectives as: 

i. To identified the factors influencing kidnapping activities in the 

study areas. 
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ii. Ascertain effects of kidnapping farmers on the farm productivity 

and 

iii. Suggest control measures to reduce kidnapping activities in the 

study area. 

Three research questions were formulated that answered the objectives of 

the study as: 

1. What are the factors influencing kidnapping activities in the study 

area? 

2. What are the effects of kidnapping farmers on farm productivity? 

3. What are the measures that can be used to halt kidnapping activities 

in the study areas? 

 

Methodology 

The study was conducted in Ardo-Kola LGA of Taraba State, Ardo-kola is 

one of the 16 LGA in Taraba State and they are predominately farmers, the 

area of the study was chosen because it is the area that is mostly affected 

by the activities of kidnappers. The population of this study comprised of 

farmers in villages in the study area namely Sunkani, ATC, Yelwa, Abarre, 

and Mubai, these farmers produces both crops and livestock.  

The data for this study were collected from the primary source using 

structured questionnaire. Secondary information was obtained from 

journals, seminars/conference proceedings and internet. The 

questionnaire was divided into session A; -Factors influencing kidnapping. 

Section B; - The effects of kidnapping farmers on farm productivity and 

section C; Measures to curtail the activities of kidnapping in the study area. 

Purposive and random sampling techniques were employed in the 

selection of the respondents. A total of five villages were purposively 

selected based on the concentration of farmers and the frequency of 

kidnapping in the study area.  Then, a total of 400 farmers were randomly 

selected in proportion to the population of farmers in the villages to form 

the sample size for the study                                

The research instrument was subjected to face validation by 4 experts in 

the field of agriculture. Each validators reviewed items, identify 

ambiguities and proffer solutions that improved the instrument. The 

reliability of the instrument was determined thought trial testing using 30 
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structured questionnaires it was randomly administered to 10 farmers in 

Mayo-Lope area of Lau LGA, while the reliability of the instrument was 

determined using Cronbach alpha formula for the purpose of estimating 

the internal consistency of the instrument, the reliability of the test was 

found to be 0.83. 

Descriptive statistics such as mean and standard deviation were used to 

analyzed the objectives of the study. Mean rating scale of 4 points with the 

response category for each items and assigned values as follows; Strongly 

agreed (SA) 4 points, agreed (A) 3points, strongly disagreed (SD) 2 points 

and Disagreed (D) 1 point. A 2.50 mean score was used as the bench mark 

for decision making. 

The study therefore determined factors influencing kidnapping, effects on 

farmers and farm productivity and measures that can be used to halt the 

activities of kidnappers in the study area. The study did not venture into 

herdsmen influence on farming activities.       

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Data collected were analyzed and results presented. The presentation is 

based on research questions. 

Question 1: What are the factors Influencing kidnapping activities in Ardo-

kola Area? 

The average mean scores of factors influencing kidnapping was computed 

and presented in table 1 bearing in mind that the mean cut-off point for 

decision making is 2.50. 

 

Table 1: Factors Influencing Kidnapping Activities in Ardo-kola LGA=400   

S/N Factors N Mean Remarks  

1.  Peer group influence   400 4.0 Agreed  

2.  Influence of hard-drug 400 3.0 Agreed  

3.  Roles of elites  400 3.5 Agreed  

4.  Unemployment  400 4.0 Agreed  

5.  Religion 400 3.0 Agreed  

6.  Illiteracy  400 3.00 Agreed  

7.  Politics  400 3.00 Agreed 

8.  Greed  400 3.5 Agreed 
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9.  Corruption  400 4.0 Agreed 

10.  Rural-urban migration  400 3.0 Agreed 

Source; Field survey, 2020 

 

Table 1: revealed that peer group influence (mean=4.00), hard-drug 
(mean=3.0), unemployment (mean=4.0) and politics (mean=3.0) among 
others influence kidnapping is the study area. The implication is that 
kidnapping thrive well as a result of moral decadence and societal 
mentality wealth and its acquisition among youths and the adults results 
to the worshipping of money irrespective of means of acquiring it. Religion 
(mean=3.0), greed (mean=3.5) and corruption (mean=4.0) among others 
are related to kidnapping of farmers hence, affects farming productivity. 
The implication is that not only does kidnapping affect the psychology of 
the farmers and their relatives, but it spread in fear that absolutely hinder 
socio-economic investment, this in a short while lead to decline in 
economic, productivity and high rate of employment, hence socio-crime.  
Findings from this study revealed that the major influencing factors of 
kidnapping in the study area are peer group influence, roles of elites, hard 
drug, politics and greed among others. This result agrees with the finding 
of Okereke (2012) who listed influence of kidnapping to include illiteracy, 
peer group influence, unemployment among others. 
  
Question 2: What are the effects of kidnapping farmers on farm 
productivity? 
The average mean scores of effects of kidnapping farmers on farm 
productivity was computed and presented in table 2, bearing in mind that 
the mean cut- off point for decision making is 2.50. 
 

Table 2: Effects of kidnapping farmers on farm productivity 

S/N Factors N Mean Remarks  

1.  Late planting of crops 400 3.00 Agreed  

2.  Reduction in out-put 400 2.9 Agreed  

3.  Scarcity of agricultural labour  400 4.00 Agreed  

4.  Increase in unemployment  400 3.00 Agreed  

5.  Relocation of families 400 3.8 Agreed  

6.  Reduction in household 

resources 

400 3.7 Agreed  
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7.  Division of local government 

resources to fight kidnapping  

400 2.9 Agreed 

8.  Loss of produce in storage  400 3.5 Agreed 

9.  Scarcity of agricultural 

products    

400 3.5 Agreed 

10.  Rural-urban migration   400 2.9 Agreed 

Source; Field survey, 2020 

 

Table 2 revealed the effects of kidnapping farmers on farming productivity, 
all the respondents complained about late plating (mean=3.0), reduction 
in farm out-put (mean=2.9), scarcity of agricultural labour (mean=4.0), 
increase in unemployment (mean=3.0) and loss of produce in storage 
(mean=3.5) among others. The implication is that it has brought fear, 
restriction on travelling outsides their farming environment; hence 
increase in food price like both in the rural and in the urban areas which is 
not avoidable to many residents.  
The findings of this study also revealed that the major effects of kidnapping 
farmers on farm productivity are late planting of crops, reduction in farm-
output, increase in unemployment, scarcity in agricultural products and 
diversion of local government resources to fight kidnapping among others. 
This result agrees with Uzoma and Nwanegbuo-Ben (2014) who listed late 
planting of crops, scarcity of agricultural produce, division of money to 
fight kidnapper among others.  
Question 3: What are the measures that can be used to curtail the activities 
of kidnapping of farmers on farm productivity in the study area? 
 
Table 3: Measures that can be used to curtail kidnapping of Famers on the 
study Area 
S/N Measures  N Mean Remarks  

1.  Provision of skills acquisition 

centers    

400 3.9 Agreed  

2.  Community policing  400 4.00 Agreed  

3.  Training strong anti-

kidnapping    

400 4.00 Agreed  

4.  Maintaining the activities of 

the securities  

400 3.5 Agreed  
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5.  Death penalty for the 

offenders  

400 3.9 Agreed  

6.  Job creation  400 3.5 Agreed  

7.  Good road be constructed  400 3.7 Agreed 

8.  Improve communication 

networks 

400 3.4 Agreed 

9.  Religion tolerant 400 3.8 Agreed 

10.  Use of local hunters  400 3.9 Agreed 

Source; Field survey, 2020  

 

Table 3 reveals measures that can be adopted to halt the increase of 

kidnapping in the study areas that includes: provision of skills acquisition 

centers, (mean= 3.9), community policing (mean=4.00), training of strong 

anti-kidnapping agents (mean=4.0) and job creation (mean=3.5) among 

others. The implication is that, when properly coordinated good roads will 

increase evacuation of farm produce to markets hence, provides 

opportunities to bypass middlemen and earn more income which can 

diversify into off-farm activities thereby increase income generation. 

Findings on research question 3 reveals that the measures that can be used 

to halt the activities of kidnappers are job creation, religion tolerant, local 

hunters, community policing, death penalty for offenders among others. 

This result agrees with Okoli (2005) and Umejei (2010) who listed 

measures to halt the increase of the kidnappers to include provision of skill 

acquisition centers, community policing and job creation among others.  

 

Conclusion            

Kidnapping has caused disorder in societies today. Kidnapping is a global 

problem with many root causes, including unemployment, poverty, 

religion and dirty politics, each of these root causes must be evaluated and 

advanced in order to eliminate this bottleneck problem once and for all.  

The study investigated the effects of kidnapping farmers on farm 

productivity in Ardo-kola LGA in Taraba State. Major findings revealed that 

all the respondents agreed that influence of kidnapping activities in the 

study areas include. Peer group influence, hard drug and urban-rural 

migration factors among others. Kidnapping of farmers affected the 
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farming productivity in the following ways, late planting, scarcity of labour 

and loss of produce among others.  

 

Recommendations                      

Considering the factors influencing kidnapping of farmers on farm 

productivity in the study area, the study makes the following 

recommendations.  

Both state and federal government should make efforts that qualified 

Nigerian are employed and social amenities be provided in the rural areas 

to stop rural-urban migration.  

Youths be skilled adequately for entrepreneurship development and 

advancement.  

Taraba State government in conjunction with Ardo-kola local government 

should stem up poverty alleviation, illiteracy, and unemployment 

programmes, targeting youths and adults who are mostly involves in 

kidnappings that is borne out of economic and political frustration such as 

losing elections, unemployment among others.  
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