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Abstract  

The premise which 

encompasses the body 

of principle and theory 

that appraise through 

the instrumentality of 

language is evaluative 

semantics of which 

affect takes a form. 

This study is based on 

the interpersonal 

communicative 

functions through the 

employment of the 

letter genre and 

employs the theory of 

affect as a discourse 

parameter to outlay 
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INTRODUCTION  

Life experience 

presents itself in two 

ways; it is either seen 

as positive or 

negative. The 

expression of 

dichotomy is a natural 

phenomenon 

manifesting in the 

following ways- the 

male/female 

dichotomy, like and 

dislike, heaven and 

hell, up and down, in 

and out, success and 

failure, hot and cold, 

young and old, right 

and left, repute and 

disrepute, literate and 

illiterate, equality and 

inequality, developed 

and underdeveloped, 

freedom and slavery, 

dos and don’ts; the list 

is inexhaustive. 

Classifying between 

the two extremes has 

been found to be a 

question of 

evaluation. It is also 

held that there exists  
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and explain how the 

expression of ‘fandom’ 

and or ‘expertise’ is 

arrived at through 

lexico-grammatical 

markers identified 

with correspondents. 

Two texts (letters) 

taken from the Letters-

to-editor pages of the 

Nigerian newspapers, 

The Guardian and The 

Nation are considered 

for the analysis. In a 

situation where, of 

course, everybody is 

entitled to his opinion 

and is ready to give a 

defense through 

deployment of affects, 

it then holds that our 

evaluation of someone, 

or some idea may vary 

according to the 

people we are talking 

to. These shifts tend to 

suggest that our 

evaluative beliefs do 

not really matter, and 

that they are fully 

determined by ‘our 

desire to please, 

seduce, contradict or 

attack our 

interlocutors of the 

moment’. The extent to 

which a writer 

interacts through the 

print media to show 

his negative or positive 

emotion towards a 

subject matter is what 

this study wishes to 

establish. Given that 

‘Psychoanalysis 

teaches us that human 

desire is deeply 

modified by social 

censorship’, this study 

concludes that 

evaluation is precisely 

one of the ways in 

which culture gives a 

shape to our affects. 

 

a kind of middle course between the two extremes. From appraisal 

perspective, evaluation has a range, hence the notion of gradable and non-

gradable contexts. Graduation has the effect of adjusting the strength of 

boundaries between categories. Most emotions which inform human 

evaluation for instance offer lexicalization that grade along an evenly 

clined scale of low, median and high. 

With judgement and decision taking however, it is either positive or 

negative, in favour or in disfavour. Of all human scenarios, sports and 

politics perhaps offer themselves for overt and opulent identification and 

affiliation. In sports, especially football, the idea of being a fan (fandom) to 

a given club forecloses any negativity on the side of the club. While an 

expert opinion gives room for a critique. In politics as well, members of a 

given party, be it the ruling party or the opposition, often times do not see 

anything wrong about whatever step is taken by their party. A similar thing 

occurs with the religion faithful and with people drawn along ethnic 
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affiliations. A case in point in Nigeria was the kind of a “rousing welcome” 

given to one time governor of a state who upon completion of a jail term 

abroad on an offence of money laundering and corruption returned home 

and was received with pump and pageantry. The idea brings to mind the 

concept of ethics, which similarly relates to our notion of evaluation.  

 

Ethics, Style and Affect 

From classical period, distinction has been made by Aristotle School of 

thought between three main rhetorical appeals, logos (logic), pathos 

(emotions) and ethos (ethics/morality). In other words, a good argument 

must be (a) logical; (b) objective and trustworthy; (c) sufficient in 

evidence/proof; (d) seen to display a sense of critical judgement; and (e) 

seen to recognize and acknowledge opposing opinions that are reasonable. 

Lathat & Ghosal (2014) cited in Alo & Ayinuola (2016:351) opine that 

ethos is the most critical persuasive appeal without which rhetoric would 

not be functional. 

With respect to functionality, every writer/speaker has a purpose as well 

as a goal to achieve with the intended reader/listener. It is this function 

that informs the pattern of linguistic choices which the writer/speaker 

selects from the wide array of linguistic resources open to him. The pattern 

of linguistic choices amounts to style; style is then construed as the totality 

of the choices made in a particular text which can be situationally 

determined. At the level of communication interpretation, one begins to 

decipher how system of values and beliefs are incorporated. Whether as an 

objective or a subjective communicator, the force behind the message of 

each writer/speaker is essentially to persuade his audience that his 

opinion is valid. This is where rhetorical appeals manifest, particularly, 

ethos as a concept is intended to achieve a certain persuasive objective. 

Richards (1965) implies that ethos is essential in communication. In his 

words, “… a persistent, systematic, detailed inquiry into how words work 

will take the place of the discredited subject which goes by the name of 

rhetoric” (Richards 1965:23). 

In view of the interface of style, dependent on words which the writer 

chooses to communicate, with ethos, affects become the resultant 
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overview. By ‘affect’ – the means by which writers/speakers positively or 

negatively evaluate the entities, happenings and state-of-affairs with which 

their texts are concerned (Martin & White 2005:2) _ an appraisal analysis 

is arrived at in any discourse.  

Given the outcome of both acts of fandom and expertise, it can be discerned 

that the meeting point in a sense is to persuade the purported audience in 

each case, so that they have reasons to change attitude or behaviour. It is 

in this respect that both McGaan (2009)’s Rational Model of Persuasion 

(RMP), and Fisher (1984, 1987)’s Narrative Paradigm of Persuasion (NPP) 

come into play. McGaan (2009:1) posits that “Persuasion is a process by 

which people use messages to influence others”. While persuasion typically 

would involve information, the intended goal in every persuasive message 

is to influence the receiver’s perception and eventual action and not to 

merely provide information to the receiver. Persuasion thus attempts to 

change people’s minds and get them to act in certain ways. 

In determining how persuasion is achieved, McGaan (2009) identifies 

some common terms in his model. These terms connote and follow a 

sequence to achieve persuasion: (i) Belief ( What people think is true or 

false), (ii) Value ( What is right or wrong), (iii) Motive (Self interest of the 

members of the audience), (iv) Attitude (What people favour or oppose), 

and (v) Behaviour (intentional action). Mc Gaan’s (2009/RMP suggests 

that people think and behave in particular ways based on arguments, 

which are relatively predictable. The formular (sequence) is translated 

thus: 

Beliefs plus Values (and / or Motives) combine to produce Attitudes and 

attitudes  influence Behaviour 

B + V/M = A ---- behaviour  (Mc Gaan 2009: 1) 

Fisher (1984, 1987)’s Narrative Paradigm of Persuasion (NPP) 

compliments McGaan’s RMP. The narrative paradigm leverages on the 

effectiveness of persuasion through narration. In other words, it is 

persuasion through storytelling. This model argues that human beings are 

fundamentally storytelling creatures. Therefore, the most persuasive 

messages involve not just the presentation of facts, which is the hallmark 
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of expertise, but also about narrative competences that convince people 

with “good reasons” on why they should engage in a particular action. 

There are five basic assumptions that drive the ‘Narrative Paradigm of 

Persuasion’ by Fisher (1987): First, ability and drive to tell stories make 

humans unique; Second, individual’s live and understand realities that are 

centered on subjective stories they hear around them, judging which to 

believe or not by using narrative rationality. Narrative rationality thus, 

relies on good reasons as basis for most decision making. The third 

assumption is that what a person accepts as “good reason” is based on that 

individual’s culture, character, history, values and experience. (Fisher 

1984, 1987). Fourthly, the narrative paradigm holds that “rationality is 

determined by the nature of persons as narrative beings” (fisher, 1987:5). 

That is, persuasion stems from people’s ability to create a coherent story. 

That is why, in campaigns for instance, it is not how long a candidate has 

served in elective position that recounts for re-election of the candidate; 

what will influence the electorates is the candidate’s ability to share his or 

her experiences through narrative or storytelling. 

Finally, the narrative paradigm presumes that, people are usually givens 

that it is because of a set of both cooperative and competing stories that 

persuasion flourishes. Therefore, individuals must use the logic of good 

reasons to choose among narratives, to create and recreate their social 

reality. This is because “human communication is imbibed with ideas that 

cannot be verified or proven in any absolute way” (Fisher 1987:19). Then, 

a given attitude can be realized across a range of grammatical categories, 

which culminates in the notions of ‘fandom’ and ‘expertise’. 

 

Conceptual Framework 

To put this study to work and in order to estimate the consistency of a 

discourse with a system of values, a theory of value judgements has been 

considered suitable. This theory emanates from the more general theory of 

evaluation in language. In essence, the object of the discourse of evaluative 

semantics is “to provide a theory of evaluative meaning effects, of their 

social and cognitive foundations” (Malrieu 1999:1). The concept – ‘affect’.- 

the means by which writers/speakers positively or negatively evaluate 
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entities, happenings and state-of-affairs with which their texts are 

concerned – has also been attended to by Martins & White (2005). 

The exercise of evaluation equally identifies with the Systemic Functional 

Linguistics (SFL) of M.A.K. Halliday and his colleagues (Eggins 2004/1994, 

Martin & Rose 2003, Halliday & Matthiessen 2004). SFL identifies three 

modes of meaning which operate simultaneously in all utterances- the 

textual, the ideational and the interpersonal.  

In SFL, the emphasis is on the social functions of language and grammar is 

described in terms of hierarchically organized structures and in terms of 

systems of mutually exclusive choices available to the language user under 

specified conditions (Eggins 2004). 

Halliday (1994:107) states that transitivity construes the world of 

experience into a manageable set of process types. He goes on to analyze 

the process into three components: the process itself, the participants in 

the process and circumstances associated with the process. Halliday & 

Matthiessen (2004:177) assert that ‘process is typically realized by verbal 

group, participant is realized by nominal group, and circumstance realized 

by adverbial group or prepositional phrase’. In the transitivity system of 

English which allows thematic focusing, the (six) process types recognized 

equally make provision for mental process (feeling) as well as verbal 

process (saying) which align with ‘affect’. The concerns for this kind of 

linguistic appraisal are to show that evaluation is a key notion to describe 

the complex articulation between subjective experience and cultural 

knowledge. Ultimately, evaluative processes ‘synthesize’ putting together 

pieces of information resulting in evaluative judgements and descriptions. 

The research methodology approach adopted was interpretive design. Two 

purposively sampled letters to the editor (texts) from two selected 

Nigerian newspapers were used in line with the exposition of the notions 

of ‘fandom’ and ‘expertise’. The two newspapers are The Guardian and The 

Nation, based on their status for wide circulation within the Nigerian geo-

political zones especially the two divide of the North and the South. The 

two texts serving as data were subjected to discourse analysis with 

particular emphasis on affect, an aspect of evaluative semantics. 
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Sample Analysis 

As a way of analyzing the appraisal framework which identifies ‘affect’ as a 

pragmatic parameter for judgement of values in interpersonal discourse, 

two letters (texts) are considered. They are both purposively selected from 

letters-to-editor pages of the Nigerian newspapers, The Guardian and The 

Nation (February 7, 2017, p. 14 & p. 17 respectively). 

 

Letter 1  

Tuface: Beyond women, champagne 

SIR: It is unusual for some celebrities to make headlines because of efforts 

to influence particular attitudes, social behavior or political views. In their 

world, especially musicians and screen stars, it is mainly about shows, 

scandals and fame. They ostentatiously flaunt their prosperity causing 

intense media debate and ‘war’. But their itineraries seem to be changing 

apparently responding to the seemingly biting world of their fans. In their 

supposedly comfort zones, they are stepping out in style not just by mere 

words but by championing a push for ‘change’. Enter Innocent Ujah Idibia 

aka Tubaba, one of Africa’s successful and most decorated Afro pop artist. 

The entrepreneur, singer and songwriter has been enmeshed in media 

controversies ever since he announced his intention in January to lead a 

protest against the government. 

Though this is not his first time, having joined the ‘Vote Not Fight’ campaign 

during the 2015 vexed elections, some commentators and apologists of the 

APC government have branded Idibia and other proponents of the protest 

as ‘mercenaries’ hired and bankrolled by the opposition party(ies) to score 

cheap political points and cause disaffection. 

Beyond all the rhetoric, it is trite to weigh the import of Tubaba’s anger. Is 

it not clear that there is frustration and hunger in the land? People are 

angry and are only looking for opportunities to vent such on the 

government. 

Methinks that most Nigerians have been gearing up for such protest and 

only needed someone to lead the push. Most Nigerians are only enduring 

and dying silently. Life has become increasingly unbearable due to harsh 

economic challenges with no end in sight. Daily, Nigerians struggle to 
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survive. We grumble daily yet keep calm. Clearly we are economically 

constricted, yet we pretend that all is well. We suffer and still smile, no 

wonder we have been described as the ‘happiest people’ on earth. Tubaba 

is only responding to the onerous call towards using activism by celebrities 

to cause positive changes. Pop culture is being re-defined to include a 

veritable tool to cause social re-engineering. 

We cannot continue to pretend while we are getting near to the melting 

point. The government must see the protest as a clear signal of what may 

come in the future if the situation persists. Instead of engaging in needless 

vituperations, the President’s handlers should consider advising him to re-

jig his team and appoint men and women who will lead the real change. 

The Police have no right in stopping anyone; they can only ensure that the 

protests are peaceful and not hijacked by criminal minds. 

The protest is not about Tuface or any individual. The protest is a push for 

sound economic interventions and a march towards bringing back our 

leaders to the promised ‘change’.   

• Stanley Ibeku, 

            Ibadan, Nigeria 

Letter 2 

 

Capitalism and Corruption in Nigeria 

SIR: Capitalism as popularly defined is an economic system in which the 

means of production and distribution is controlled by individual 

entrepreneurs or the bosses. Capitalism is treated as a specific mode of 

production, not simply as a market economy. Under capitalism, the 

economy is the super-structure, while other institutions of state are sub-

structures (politics, law, religion, culture). As contended by Karl Marx, 

capitalism thrives on primitive accumulation, exploitation and alienation. 

Capitalism also thrives on rivalry, on the assumption of perfect market 

competition. But as manifested in many nations, capitalism encourages 

class struggle, unequal income distribution and appropriation of wealth by 

the bosses as against the sweat of the labour that create the wealth. Even 
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though some scholars hold the view that capitalism is a rational and 

efficient competitive system. 

However, we have experienced capitalism’s contradiction in the form of 

boom and bust that retard economic progress of nations. 

Furthermore, capitalism has also polarized societies by creating socio-

economic classes and in the process inflicting massive poverty on the 

working class. It is also important to note that capitalism concentrates 

wealth in the hands of a small number of bosses of industries while the 

workers become poorer. 

While outright deregulation, privatization, commercialization, 

concessions, and Public Private Partnership (PPP) of state-owned 

institutions are high on the priority list of the capitalist system, the so 

called “free market” system works in the interest and safeguard the 

investment of those people with resources which are looted from the state. 

Capitalism can only survive through short-cuts and manipulative 

processes to keep oiling the wheel of backwardness. In Nigeria, corruption 

has played a decisive role to ensure capitalism thrives. 

The most important challenge for all Nigerians now is to end the corrupt, 

exploitative and oppressive capitalist system, through consistent and 

tireless struggle against it and all its forms of corruption, appropriation, 

exploitation and anti-people policies. 

 

Adefolarin A. Olamilekan is a development researcher. 

 

Discussion 

The first letter (text) started with one of the parameters for organizing 

judgement which reflects the grammatical signaling of an official letter 

‘SIR’. This is a ‘usuality’ of the letter genre. The first 5 sentences before the 

subject of discourse (Tuface) was introduced serve as framing. The text 

reveals points of significant interest for studies of evaluation and stance in 

the way the correspondent (Stanley Ibeku) demonstrates a public display 

of fandom (approval and support for the action) for Tuface’s initiative to 

lead a protest march against the APC government of Nigeria. 
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By grounding his approval in emotions, the writer constructs himself as 

enthusiast or ‘fan’ of Tuface. First, the title of the letter is suggestive of this 

fandom, “Tuface: Beyond women champagne”. Acknowledging  the 

evaluative stance of pop star artists as only being concerned about ‘women’ 

(in view of Tuface’s antecedent concerning women) and merriment 

(champagne), the lexical choice ‘beyond’ is indicative of a move in another 

direction, perhaps an innovation on the part of the artist. In the statement, 

‘Tubaba is only responding to the onerous call towards using activism by 

celebrities to cause positive changes’, the use of ‘only’ in the quotation is 

dialogic in that it plays down the effect of such activism as the construed 

reader who may not think along with the writer might take the action to be 

an intimidation of the public. 

Another side to the expression of fandom by the correspondent is that he 

too acknowledges a slight suspicion that ‘some commentators and 

apologists of the APC government have branded Idibia and other 

proponents of the protest as ‘mercenaries’ hired and bankrolled by the 

opposition party(ies) to score cheap political points and cause 

disaffection’. If that evaluative stance holds, it is quite understandable then 

that the correspondent and Tuface are put on the same page. However, 

some ‘middle course’ stance or instance of expertise seems to be 

maintained by the correspondent’s rhetorical question: 

 ‘Is it not clear that there is frustration and anger in the land?’ 

The import of which is that the so called ‘apologists of the APC government’ 

might not be taken for granted too- another expression of fandom for the 

government in power. Further proof of the writer’s personal evaluation is 

the use of another framing, ‘Methinks that….’ This he continues to build 

upon by the classification ‘most Nigerians’ and he eventually identifies 

himself with this group with the pronominal ‘We’ as it features in ‘We 

grumble daily…. We suffer…’ whereupon the expressions themselves are 

instances of affects as ‘process’.  

In the foregoing and in respect of the interpersonal and the evaluative in 

language, the writer further demonstrates his fandom for the subject of 

discourse using several other lexico-grammatical markers of approval and 

positive affects as shown below: 
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 ‘Vote Not Fight’ campaign, most decorated Afro pop artist 

(affects as quality) ‘to influence…’, to cause social re-

engineering’, ‘stepping out in style’ championing…’ etc. 

(affects as ‘process’) 

 

The affects (above) are to portray the artist as taking a step in the right 

direction, that is a positive evaluation and a position which can be justified 

with such conditions as, ‘biting world’, ‘vexed elections’, ‘harsh economic 

challenges’, ‘Tubaba’s anger’ (affects as ‘quality’ using epithet). 

The evaluative stance of the writer’s state-of-affairs makes him to resort to 

the use of other lexical markers of obligation – using affects as ‘process’ in 

the conclusion of the letter. Such instances include: 

❖ The government must see the protest… 

❖ … should consider…’ . 

The clause ‘… appoint men and women who will lead the real change’ 

foregrounds the fact that the ‘present’ team of the President is not the 

functional team that could effect the desired and promised change – 

implying a negative affect on the part of the ‘present’ team. 

Similar to the first text (letter), the second text (letter 2) is also a monologic 

text which obviously constructs a particular set of dialogic relationships 

with the putative address (the newspaper’s journalistic staff on one hand 

and, on the other, through its highly personalized use of affect with all those 

other readers who share the writer’s expert opinion about ‘Capitalism and 

Corruption in Nigeria’ The writer, having evaluated the principles of 

‘capitalism’ with a judgement that corruption only helps capitalism to 

thrive in Nigeria, positions himself and gives a posture of an adversary 

against Capitalism as a system that ‘keeps oiling the wheel of 

backwardness.’ The writer’s reservation is seen in the expression, ‘the so 

called “free market”’  which, in other words, is no more a free market going 

by the fact that the capital for such market is sourced from looted funds 

from the state. 

The negative affects or the unworkable situation of the system in the 

context of discourse is buttressed through the following lexico-

grammatical markers: ‘primitive accumulation’, ‘class struggle’, ‘unequal 
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income distribution’, ‘massive poverty’, ‘manipulative processes’, ‘anti-

people policies’ ( a demonstration of affects as ‘quality’). 

As evidence of negative affects as ‘process’, the following examples are 

suggestive: 

 ‘thrives’, ‘has polarised’, ‘ creating…’, ‘inflicting..’, ‘become poorer’. 

 

To achieve thematic focus, the first sentence employs passivisation which 

de-emphasizes the agentive; and to give credence to the ‘expertise’ posture 

of appraisal of the subject matter, authorian evidence is included. For 

instance, “As contended by Karl Marx,…” is a way of giving objectivity to 

concepts. The interconnectivity of such lexical connectives as “Even 

though… and However…” demonstrates the writer’s evaluative 

juxtaposition of theory with reality, which translates into limitation of a 

particular system in a given context. While the system refers to Capitalism, 

the context is undoubtedly Nigeria, with corruption in the body polity. 

At this juncture in the discourse, we can return to the titles of the two 

letters Tuface: Beyond women and champagne and Capitalism and 

corruption in Nigeria and ask what it is exactly that readers are being 

positioned to appreciate about Tuface and what relationship holds 

between Capitalism and Corruption in Nigeria. 

What appears like, perhaps, a misconception about Tuface’s action and 

intent now looks more like an avenue for appreciating his gesture to use 

his ‘popularity’ to sensitize people the more about the prevailing 

circumstance of economic recession, occasioned by bad governance in 

Nigeria. It is also discernible that a person’s past misdemeanor may not be 

enough proof to judge his subsequent moves/actions, a buttress to the RMP 

formula that people think and behave in particular ways based on 

arguments which are relatively predictable. 

With regard to the second letter, the title is concerned with principles of 

ideological consistency. ‘A discourse is ideologically consistent if the 

evaluation of the actors it mentions squares with the evaluation of the 

behaviours and the properties it attributes to them (Malrieu 1999:137). In 

the light of the prevailing circumstances in Nigeria, Capitalism and 

Corruption are seen through the lens of the writer of the letter as partners 
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in progress, a case of the rich becoming richer and the poor becoming more 

impoverished; whereas the capital invested in business by the bosses in 

the first instance is ill-gotten through the instrumentality of Capitalism. 

With the contingency of attitude, assessment and evaluation that manifest 

in each of the texts under consideration, with the choices of affects as each 

text unfolds, a complex community of other readers is thereby negotiated. 

Our analysis therefore has been an orientation in the way of appraisal 

framework which aligns with a reconsideration of evaluative semantics, 

and this is to deepen our understanding of evaluation in discourse. 

Regarding the choice of newspaper, its importance cannot be 

underestimated; this Bankole & Ayoola (2016) corroborate in saying, 

‘Newspaper is one of the media that easily project the political and social-

economic image of the country by informing and enlightening the citizens 

as well as criticizing the policies and ideas of the government.’ The needed 

and envisioned national transformation of a nation cannot be achieved 

unless people voice out their opinions and interact with the public on 

subjects of public interest. One of such ways is through letters-to-the editor 

column of the newspaper. According to Jibir-Daura (2014), ‘National 

transformation implies fundamental changes of a nation, change in the 

social, economic, infrastructural and landscape of a nation’. Such a change 

depends on the ability of individuals to use language resources for 

evaluative purposes, see things in a new dimension for better results and 

performance. 

Tuface may eventually shelve his plan to lead a protest owing to some 

criticism having to do with his personal life, the expression of fandom by 

Ibeku is enough impetus for further good gestures. Likewise the 

submission of Olamilekan in his letter, ‘Capitalism and Corruption in 

Nigeria’, which is rather an objective critique of a system. These two 

correspondents must have conceived of their ideas on the given subject 

matters with particular audience in mind. This also agrees with the opinion 

of Ojo et al (2013) that ‘Language in print media in Nigeria is tailored with 

particular audience in mind’. The two sides of the divide (‘fandom’ and 

‘expertise’) are welcome in discourse; this is because ‘human 

communication is imbued with ideas that cannot be verified or proven in 
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any absolute way’ (Fisher,1987:19). The electoral umpire of a nation, for 

instance, may give out information to the public, suggestive of an ‘expert’ 

with regards to the level of preparation and readiness in conducting a free, 

fair, credible, and transparent election; when in the aftermath of the said 

election, the results fail to meet international standard, (courtesy of 

international observers’ report) refuting some of the earlier claims by the 

body may give the public an impression of ‘fandom’, more so when it is the 

government in power that claims victory over the opposition. It means, 

therefore, that the so-called ‘Independent Electoral Commission’ is no 

longer independent or absolutely independent.                                

 

Conclusion 

In the foregoing, it is established that evaluative effects do not depend on a 

precise type of discursive unit and that by taking into account the social 

dimension of evaluation, ideological contexts account for evaluative 

variability. The texts’ analyses are instances of attitudinal evaluations of 

the writers of these letters which are of interest not only because they 

reveal the writers’ feelings and values – expression of ‘fandom’ and 

‘expertise’ – but also because their expressions can be related to the 

writers’ status or authority as construed by their texts. In that wise, their 

accounts of ‘affect’ not only overtly encode what they present as their own 

attitudes but also those means by which they more indirectly activate 

evaluative stances and position readers to supply their own assessments. 

It is in order to achieve this aim that a theory of value judgments, and, more 

generally, a theory of evaluation in language becomes germane. 

 

Recommendations  

Happenings and states-of-affairs with which texts are concerned, 

especially through the outlet of Letters-to-the-Editors should be viewed as 

an exposition capable of tilting to any side of a coin. The two sides in this 

regard are the ‘fandom’ and ‘expertise’ views. The target audience of 

newspapers’ publications being the masses, the general public should 

therefore be wary of information contained in writers’ views. It should be 

noted that writers (or speakers) overtly or covertly encode what they 
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present as their evaluative stance, and rhetorically operate to construct 

relations of alignment and rapport between themselves and actual or 

potential respondents. In the course of nation building therefore, people 

should be discernible enough not to jump into conclusion over issues 

without recourse to voice of reason and wisdom without sentiments.  
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