
 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE 

(VOL. 10 NO.4) JUNE, 2019 EDITIONS 

 

 
 
 

117 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NARRATIVES ON INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLE OF BIAFRA IN SELECT 

NIGERIAN NEWSPAPERS: A 

CRITICAL DISCOURSE STUDY 
 

 

ABATI, OLUWASEUN MOBOLAJI*; ONIFADE, 

OLUWAFEMI SUNDAY** AND FASAANU, 

BOLANLE OLUBUSAYO*** 

*Department of Mass Communication, Federal 

Polytechnic Ilaro, **Department of Mass 

Communication, Federal Polytechnic Bauchi 

***Postgraduate student, Babcock University 

Ilishan-Remo) 

 

Abstract  

This study explores the 

perennial tension 

among the major 

ethnic groups and 

regions in Nigeria. It 

examines the interplay 

between ethnicity and 

politics in the media 
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INTRODUCTION  

Ethnic division and 

suspicion are key 

issues in Nigerian 

socio-polity. To this 

end, it is observed 

that the average 

Nigerian owes greater 

allegiance to his/her 

ethnic/religious 

group than the 

country at large. 

Therefore, the 

ethnicity of the 

political, economic 

and military 

leadership becomes 

topics of serious 

national discourse to 

the extent that many 

ethnic groups feel 

short-changed in the 

sharing of the 

national cake. 

Consequently, they 

have adopted many 

subtle or coercive 

strategies and tactics 

in their bid to get 

better deals for their 

ethnic groups. For 

instance, at the return  
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arena using the 

narratives on the 

Indigenous People of 

Biafra (IPOB) as a 

reference point. The 

study is based upon 

the assumptions of 

agenda setting and 

framing theories. The 

study adopted a 

qualitative design for 

its investigation of the 

research problem with 

Critical Discourse 

Analysis as the specific 

methodology. The 

population of the study 

were news stories, 

columns, features and 

editorials written on 

the Indigenous people 

of Biafra in Daily Trust, 

The Sun and Nigerian 

Tribune newspapers. 

Findings from the 

study show that the 

ethnicity of the 

publisher as well as the 

geographical location 

of the publication 

affects the framing of 

ethnic power relations. 

Daily Trust is anti-

IPOB and The Sun is 

pro-IPOB. However, 

Nigerian Tribune 

provides a middle 

ground between the 

narratives used by 

Daily Trust and The 

Sun newspapers. It 

concludes that the 

leadership of the 

newspapers are not 

fully accountable to 

the general public 

because their 

narratives are often 

biased in relation to 

the sectional interests 

of the owners. 

 

to civil rule in 1999, the agitations and cries of marginalization of the 

Yoruba nation yielded positive result when the political dynamics was 

tinkered with to ensure that the three political parties presented two 

Yoruba politicians as flag bearers in the 1999 presidential election. While 

Olusegun Obasanjo flew the flag of the People’s Democratic Party, Olu Falae 

flew the joint flag of the Alliance for Democracy and the All People’s Party 

after Ogbonaiya Onu stepped down for him. 

This development was seen as compensation to the Yoruba people for the 

death of Moshood Abiola the acclaimed winner of the annulled June 12 

1993 presidential election. While Moshood Abiola was in prison, the some 

Yoruba people formed a militia called the Oodua People’s Congress (OPC) 

and the ethnic group also formed the nucleus of the National Democratic 

Coalition (NADECO). Both bodies vehemently opposed the military 

government of General Sani Abacha. Many observers believe that the 

compensation of the Yorubas with the presidency in 1999 set the tone for 

the ethnic politics that have characterised the present Fourth Republic. 

Northern pressure groups demanded for the return of the leadership of the 
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country to the north and they got their wish in 2007 with the emergence of 

Umar Yar’adua from Katsina state. Before then, the ethnic groups in the 

Niger Delta region had clamoured for the emergence of one of their own as 

president (because the wealth of the nation is domiciled in their region) 

and former Governor Peter Obi of Rivers state was a frontrunner. They had 

also created militia groups to violently press home their demands. The 

region got their chance with the death of President Yar’adua in office in 

2010 and the vice president Goodluck Jonathan from the Niger Delta was 

sworn in as president. 

In the build up to the 2011 general elections, northern pressure groups 

demanded that a northerner be allowed rule the nation for another four 

years so that the north could have the same number of years spent by the 

south. President Jonathan ran against the zoning agreement of his party 

and he won on the promise that he would run only for one term. During the 

tenure of President Jonathan, there was a lull in the activities of the Niger 

Delta militants. In contrast, there was an increase in the activities of Boko 

Haram insurgents (which emerged as a disruptive force in 2009) in the 

North-east fuelling speculation that the terrorist group was a political tool 

in the quest for power by northern political elites. President Jonathan lost 

to a northern candidate in 2015.  

There are feelers that the Igbo ethnic group is making a push for the 

presidency through the subtle and coercive forces. While some observers 

have called for power shift to the South-east as a form of equity among the 

major ethnic groups in the country, some have called for the balkanization 

of the country along ethnic lines.  

There are many ethnic groups which have agitated for the reorganization 

of Nigeria. Their aim is to get a better deal through the reorganization. 

Some of these groups are Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign 

State of Biafra (MASSOB), Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People 

(MOSOP), Movement for the Emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND), Niger 

Delta Avengers (NDA) and Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB). The level of 

acceptance, mode of operations and degree of success of each group is 

relative to the prevailing political dynamics within which each group 

operated.  
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The Indigenous People of Biafra is shot to prominence after the electoral 

victory of President Muhammadu Buhari in 2015.  The group agitates for 

the secession of the Igbo nation from the Nigeria. This is against the 

background that an earlier attempt led to the gruesome civil war of 1967-

1970. The leader of the group is Mazi Nnamdi Kanu. He was one of the 

mobilizers for former president Goodluck Jonathan in the United Kingdom.  

 

Research Questions 

This study seeks to answer the following questions: 

1. What is the narrative of Daily Trust in its editorials on the 

Indigenous People of Biafra? 

2. How is the organization, Indigenous People of Biafra portrayed in 

Nigerian Tribune editorials? 

3. How does The Sun portray the Indigenous People of Biafra in its 

editorials? 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The study draws theoretical support from the following theories: 

 

Agenda setting 

The Agenda setting theory was propounded by Maxwell McCombs and 

Donald Shaw in 1972.  It “explains the relationships between the emphasis 

that the mass media place on issues and the importance that media 

audiences attribute to those issues” (Littlejohn & Foss, 2009, p. 31). 

Agenda setting theory disagrees with the idea of an all-powerful press. It 

suggests that rather than shaping our opinion, the media merely gives us 

information with which we could make informed decisions on issues. It 

means that the media does not tell us what to think but give us topics to 

think about.  

In relation to this study, Nigerian newspapers have presented information 

about the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) and the leader of the group 

Mazi Nnamdi Kanu. Their news stories about the group shows the 

importance of the group in relation to the wider Nigerian public. However, 

they may not succeed in telling us how to perceive IPOB and its leader. This 

is because the issue of secession which IPOB champions is highly 



 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE 

(VOL. 10 NO.4) JUNE, 2019 EDITIONS 

 

 
 
 

121 

controversial and readers are likely to have their biases even before 

reading the about the organization in the newspapers. Rather than shaping 

the readers’ perception of IPOB, newspapers would only give readers 

updates on the activities of the group and the activities of government to 

counter the group. These news reports would help the readers to 

understand the importance of IPOB in relation to the Nigerian government 

and the citizens at large. 

 

Framing 

Framing is a second level agenda setting. It was propounded by Erving 

Goffman in 1974. Framing is related to agenda setting but rather than 

merely stating the agenda, framing discusses the essence of the issues. The 

theory suggests that “the media focuses attention on certain events and 

then places them within a field of meaning” (Masscommtheory.com, 2019). 

The interpretation of media messages is by the audience is dependent on 

the presentation or framing of same by the media to the audience. The 

pattern of presentation is called framing. They are “abstractions that work 

to organize or structure message meaning [and] they are thought to 

influence the perception of the news by the audience” (Goffman, 1974). 

Unlike the agenda setting theory, framing tells the audience how to think 

about an issue in addition to giving them the agenda. 

Framing can be done through the use of metaphors, tradition, myths, 

legends, slogans, contrast or spin (Fairhurst & Sarr, 1996). This suggests 

that framing is a conscious choice by media workers and managers as part 

of their gatekeeping functions (Scheufele, 1999). They deliberately present 

information in ways that would suit the interest of the owner or his/her 

associates at a particular time.  

The implication of this theory in relation to this study is that the 

newspapers the three newspapers are likely to protect the interests of the 

ethnic nationalities of their publishers as well as senior members in their 

narratives on the Indigenous People of Biafra and Mazi Nnamdi Kanu. They 

could engage in political correctness on a regional or national scale 

depending on the context. Therefore, their portrayal of IPOB and Nnamdi 

Kanu could be positive or negative depending on the primary ethnic group 

that dominates their readership. 
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Methodology  

This study is a qualitative study and it employs the descriptive design. The 

methodological approach is Critical Discourse Analysis. The approach was 

selected because it is suited for investigating power relations at micro and 

macro levels. Because this study investigates the role of the media in ethnic 

power relations, this method is appropriate. 

 

Population and Sample 

The population of this study is all the news stories, features, columns and 

editorials written on the Indigenous People of Biafra or Nnamdi Kanu in all 

Nigerian newspapers. However, due to the large volume of Nigerian 

newspapers, the papers have been streamlined to national newspapers.  

The relatively large number of the national newspapers also led to the 

selection of three of them to represent the whole. The three selected 

newspapers are Trust, Nigerian Tribune and The Sun newspapers.  Each of 

them was selected to cater for the interest of each of the dominant ethnic 

groups in the country. Trust newspapers is firmly entrenched in the old 

Northern region and its editorial board is dominated by northerners, 

Nigerian Tribune is historically a south-western newspaper. It was 

founded by one of the founding fathers of the country Obafemi Awolowo. 

His family still runs the newspaper today and the newspaper is a respected 

voice in the politics of Nigeria. The Sun newspaper completes the trident. 

Although it is published in Lagos, the publisher is a prominent Igbo 

politician and the newspaper is a strong voice in the nation’s politics. It is 

also a respected voice in the affairs of the Igbo nation.  

Two editorial contents would be purposively selected from each of the 

newspapers. The criteria for selection is the focus on the Indigenous People 

of Biafra (IPOB) or Mazi Nnamdi Kanu.  

 

Data Analysis 

The selected qualitative data are analysed below.  

 

Analysis of Daily Trust’s Narratives on IPOB 

The first entry from Daily Trust newspaper is titled “Protesters throng US 

Embassy over non-recognition of IPOB as terrorist group”. It is a news 
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report on an organized protest at the United States’ embassy in Lagos over 

the refusal of the government of the United States of America to officially 

classify the Indigenous People of Biafra as a terrorist organization. The 

Nigerian government had labelled the group a terrorist organization and 

proscribed it in 2017. The report is discussed below. 

A group of protesters under the aegis of Coalition for the Defense of Nigeria 

Sovereignty on Friday stormed the embassy of United States (US) in 

Nigeria over the activities of the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB). 

The extract above is the lead of the story. The name of the group indicates 

that the group is a pressure group working for the protection of the 

sovereignty of Nigeria. A group that is so named should understand that 

calling on a foreign government to ratify an action of the Nigerian 

government suggests that the Nigerian government lacks legitimacy and 

control of the territorial boundaries of the country. Since the Nigerian 

government had proscribed the group, there was no need for the 

government of the United States of America to follow suit.  

The protesters who were of Yoruba descent are angry over the declaration 

by the US that IPOB is not a terrorist organization despite the statement by 

the Nigerian Military and proscription of the group which has been ratified 

by an order of the court. Carrying placards, the group said the activities of 

IPOB separatist movement were those that attract jail terms in the United 

State. Some of the placards read: "Americans! Stay Away from issues 

bordering on our sovereighty as a nation"; "We are indivisible in Nigeria, 

US beware"; "US, if you are not in support of the fight against terrorism in 

Nigeria, don’t be against it"; "US! US! Stop your provocative support for 

IPOB".  

The paragraph above plays the ethnic card in the report. The description 

of the protesters as people of “Yoruba descent” suggests that the Yoruba 

nation hates IPOB. If there was a need for the Yoruba ethnic group to use 

the media for an ethnic agenda, the publications of Media Trust are unlikely 

to be choice channels. The extract also makes an allegation that the 

government of the United States of America supports IPOB. An attempt to 

coerce a foreign government to make drastic pronouncements on domestic 

power relations in Nigeria is an invitation to undermine the sovereignty of 

Nigeria which the group claims to defend.  
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National President/Convener of the coalition, Otunba Bolaji Alabi who 

addressed newsmen during the protest said Nigerians including the 

Yoruba had resolved for one united Nigeria. According to him, the group 

has been hurling abusive words at Yoruba people which is unacceptable. 

He said, "IPOB has also been attempting to recruit and radicalize Yoruba 

youths to create a version of the terror group in the south-west of Nigeria 

oblivious to our nationalistic spirit and staunch belief in the unity of 

Nigeria.   

The ethnic card continues in the extract above. The word “Yoruba” is 

mentioned three times. In the first mention, the Yoruba people allegedly 

resolved on a united Nigeria; in the second mention, the Yoruba people are 

described as the ideological opponents of the Igbo people and IPOB in 

particular. They were described as recipients of abusive words from IPOB. 

The third mention alleges that IPOB had made effort to “recruit and 

radicalize Yoruba youths”. If IPOB had indeed been enemies with the 

Yoruba race, there would be no reason radicalize Yoruba youths. 

The culture of hate speech being promoted by IPOB, which it is teaching 

these youths is alien to us as we are taught to be respectful and considerate 

of other humans."  Alabi however noted that the position of the US that 

IPOB is not a terrorist organization is "abhorrent and highly condemnable 

in the light of the psychological and emotional trauma that this terrorist 

group has caused us collectively as a people".   

In the extract above, the spokesman for the protesters accused IPOB of 

introducing and promoting hate speech in the Nigerian polity. This is quite 

far from the truth as Nigerians have been sharply divided along ethnic lines 

long before independence. There were three dominant political parties in 

the three administrative regions that made up the country and each party 

was ethnic in outlook. The series of ethnic and religious clashes that litter 

our historical space are evident of the deep-seethed distrust and mutual 

distrust which we have for one another across ethnic divides. For instance, 

Igbo Christians and Hausa/Fulani Muslims rarely get married even in this 

modern age. There are derogative names which are popular within each 

ethnic group for members of the other ethnic groups. The reference to IPOB 

as a terrorist group is also an act of hate speech because the body has not 

committed acts of terror against the state and people of Nigeria. Killer 
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Fulani herdsmen and armed bandits operating in parts of northern Nigeria 

are more dreadful than IPOB in the estimation of the average Nigerian. 

The second entry from Daily trust is titled “IPOB threatens to kidnap 5 

southeast governors, Ebonyi governor raises alarm”. In the story, the 

governor of Ebonyi State spoke at the flag-off of a military operation in the 

state. To validate the operation, he alleged that the Indigenous People of 

Biafra had threatened to kidnap the five governors in the south-east geo-

political zone.  

The governor of Ebonyi state, Engr. David Umahi, has raised alarm that the 

Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) threatened to kidnap five governors 

from Nigeria’s southeast region. He raised the alarm on Sunday at Nwaegu 

Military Cantonment in Abakaliki, Ebonyi state during the official flag-off 

of Operation Egwu Eke III by the Nigerian Army 82 Division.   

The extract above sums up the news story. The allegation was made to 

justify the military operation code named Operation Egwu Eke III in the 

region. Earlier editions of the operation had targeted members of the 

separatist group. Nigerian governors are some of the most protected 

individuals in the country and it is unlikely that members of any armed 

group would attempt to attack a sitting governor let alone kidnap all five 

governors from a geo-political zone. It is important to note that IPOB was 

proscribed by a court ruling on September 20, 2017 (Adesomoju, 2018). 

Its leader fled the country when the military allegedly invaded his home. 

Umahi, who is currently the chairman of South East Governors’ Forum, also 

insisted that some of the agitations of IPOB members were genuine except 

that their approach towards actualizing their objectives was bad. “And as 

the Chief Security Officer of the state, I do not welcome them. Ebonyi state 

is not part of Biafra, we are a sovereign state.  

The extract above is a paradoxical one in that the governor admits that 

IPOB has some genuine agitations in one breath but disowns them in 

another breath. The report attempts to discredit the separatist group 

within its fan base. There is no recommendation of alternate routes for the 

actualization of the agitations of the group.   

We don’t want to be colonised again; we are a state demanding better 

treatment in the affairs of our nation,” he said. Umahi also insisted that he 

would report some cult groups to Operation Egwu Eke III, owing to the fact 
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that they breached their earlier agreement reached following the recent 

clashes recorded in the state.  

The extract above exposes the political motif behind the aspersions cast on 

IPOB by the governor. It shows that the government had struck a deal with 

some cult groups within the state. The threat to report them to the military 

is an indication that the government is somewhat familiar with the 

members of the group and their sponsors. Striking an agreement with an 

overtly violent group and dissociating oneself from a non-violent 

separatist group is a curious political move.  

 

Analysis of the Sun’s Narratives on IPOB 

The first entry from The Sun newspaper is titled “Regional security: Igbo 

groups woo IPOB, MASSOB”. The report is says that a number of Igbo 

groups have called for the help of organized separatist groups like IPOB 

and MASSOB in the protection of lives and properties in the south-east geo-

political zone. 

Prominent Igbo groups have begun a push for the establishment of 

homeland security outfit by the various Southeast states to protect the lives 

and property of people of the region…. 

But, Sunday Sun gathered of a recent plot to possibly woo the Indigenous 

People of Biafra (IPOB), Movement for the Actualisation of Sovereign State 

of Biafra (MASSOB) and other pro-Biafra groups to support the initiative. 

The extract above suggests that security of lives and properties is a big 

issue in Nigeria. It also suggests that IPOB is an accepted organization in 

the socio-polity of the south-eastern zone and that the people of the region 

are willing to entrust them with the safety of their lives and properties.  

President of the Alaigbo Development Foundation (ADF), Prof Uzodinma 

Nwala, one of the proponents of the idea, said that “the move will stop 

systematic and reckless grazing of cattle on cultivated agricultural lands, 

destruction of crops; attacks, abduction and killings of farmers; rape of 

their women and daughters, and in many cases; the sack and displacement 

of entire communities in the zones” by hoodlums. 

The recent move followed the resurgence of herdsmen attacks in the 

Southeast, particularly parts of Enugu and Anambra states where not a few 

persons had been killed by the herders. 
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The news exposes the perennial tension between Fulani herdsmen and 

farmers across the country over their respective means of livelihood. There 

have been claims of attacks by herdsmen on farming villages in the south-

east and this is often seen as an attempt by the Fulanis to extend their 

political and territorial influence over the rest of the country. It is believed 

that firebrand ethnic organizations like IPOB can stem the tide of northern 

incursion into the region by forming the nucleus of an ethnic militia. It is 

believed in some quarters that the Yorubas have the Oodua People’s 

Congress as an ethnic militia and the numerous armed groups in the north 

including Boko Haram are unofficial militia for the north. 

The second entry from The Sun newspaper is titled “IPOB demands release 

of Dasuki, El-Zakzaky”. It portrays IPOB as a group with great respect for 

the rule of law. In the report, IPOB demands that the Federal Government 

of Nigeria respects the court rulings asking it to release Col. Sambo Dasuki 

(Rtd.) former National Security Adviser to President Goodluck Jonathan 

and Sheikh El-Zakzaky who have been in detention since 2015. Both of 

them have been granted bail by Nigerian courts but the government has 

refused to release them on bail. 

The Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) has called on International 

Criminal Court (ICC), in the Hague, to prevail on President Muhammadu 

Buhari to obey court judgements and orders by releasing the former 

National Security Adviser (NSA) Col. Sambo Dasuki and Sheikh El-Zakzaky 

who were granted bail by different courts but refused to be released by the 

powers that be in the country. 

The extract above is the lead of the story and it draws a contrast between 

IPOB and the Nigerian government personified in Muhammad Buhari. It is 

ironic that a group that has been branded a terrorist organization by the 

Nigerian government would remind the same government of the need to 

obey the rule of law. The continued detention of the two men without trial 

portrays the Nigerian government in bad light. It also portrays IPOB as an 
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organization that loves all ethnic groups in Nigeria even though it wants an 

independent state for the Igbo nation. 

The statement said said, “Coming at the heels of ‘Buhari’s’ lecture at the 

International Criminal Court (ICC) in the Hague on the virtues of rule of law 

and the commitment of his government to adhere to court orders, it is 

hypocritical and criminal for the those that invited ‘Buhari’ to address them 

at the Hague conference to keep silent as rule of law is being destroyed in 

Nigeria.” 

From the extract above, we know that President Buhari gave a lecture at 

The Hague on the rule of law and his government’s commitment to same. 

However, his lecture seems to be mere rhetoric as his government has 

consistently flouted court orders especially on political detainees. Some 

observers have alleged that the president is punishing the former National 

Security Adviser for his role in the toppling of the military government of 

(the then General) Buhari in 1985. The plight of Sheikh El-Zakzaky is 

attributed to his facilitation of the expansion of the Shiite brand of Islam in 

Nigeria. The president like majority of Nigerian Muslims practice the Sunni 

brand of Islam.  

 

Analysis of Nigerian Tribune’s Narrative on IPOB 

The first entry from Nigerian Tribune is titled “IPOB Denies Plot to Kidnap 

South East Govs”. It is a reaction to the story earlier discussed under the 

analysis of Daily Trust’s narrative. The presentation of the issue by 

Nigerian Tribune is examined below: 

THE Indigenous People Of Biafra (IPOB) has denied reports they have 

perfected plans to kidnap the five Governors of the South East region. 

According to the spokesman of the body Comrade Emma Powerful … the 

allegation was a ploy by the governor’s to score cheap popularity and curry 

sympathy from the electorate… urging the public to disregard such stories. 

In the opening of the story which is presented above, the organization 

(IPOB) denied the reports that it was planning to kidnap the five governors 
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of the south-east geo-political zone. It alleged that Governor Umahi of 

Ebonyi State accused the organization in order to score cheap political 

points. This is against the background that the allegation was made in the 

build-up to the 2019 general elections.  

We consider the statement credited Umahi as symptomatic of the shameful 

and complicit role these Igbo governors have continued to play in the death 

of unarmed Biafrans. 

“Their stock in trade is treachery and betrayal but unfortunately for them 

we IPOB will match them every step of the way until their conniving 

treacherous scheme is brought to an end. 

IPOB counter-accused the governor and the Igbo political elites in 

mainstream national politics of complicity in the death of their fellow Igbo 

men and women. It is believed that denigration of every separatist group 

is a prerequisite for national political acceptance in Nigeria. IPOB considers 

this treachery on the part of the Igbos in mainstream national politics. 

“Isn’t it sad Dave Umahi and his fellow quislings … never called for the army 

to attack a violent Fulani group attacking every community in Biafraland 

but they are always in the habit of wanting the death of we IPOB. Dave 

Umahi and his cohorts should pray very hard that no Biafran life is lost 

during this their latest phase of Operation Python Dance of Shame 3 against 

innocent Biafrans. 

The extract above alludes to the reported attacks by herdsmen from the 

north on Igbo villages in the south-east. The reports are allegedly 

underreported and the perpetrators are never brought to book. Some 

observers have attributed the silence many prominent Nigerians to the fact 

that President Buhari is a Fulani man. Irrespective of the agitations of IPOB, 

it is important for the political elites in the south-east to speak out against 

the attacks on their people. Politics is always local even though the 

principles are global. A good governor would risk his cordial relationship 

with the federal government in order to protect his people.  
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“Fulani slaves parading themselves as Igbo governors have perfected plan 

to use soldiers deployed to the south-east to abduct, arrest and preferably 

kill top IPOB leaders in Biafraland… because of IPOB’s resolve to boycott 

next month’s presidential elections. 

 “Boko Haram is ravaging the north where this same brave army has been 

humiliated countless times but Igbo governors slavishly invited them into 

our land to fight IPOB instead.  

The extract above alludes to the perceived hegemony of the north over the 

rest of the country. The body then considers the governors to be in 

servitude to the northern power brokers. IPOB alleged that the 

government had plans to use the military to kill IPOB members during the 

exercise. This is a counter allegation and the truth must lay somewhere 

between both accusations. 

The second entry from Nigerian Tribune is titled “DHQ Pitches South 

Against North Over Tag Of IPOB As Terrorist Group”. The report is a 

measurement of public opinion on the pronouncement of IPOB as a 

terrorist organization by the Federal Government of Nigeria through the 

Defence Headquarters.  

MANY Nigerians have condemned the designation of members of the 

Indigenous Peoples of Biafra (IPOB) as terrorists by the Defence 

Headquarters (DHQ), wondering why the Fulani herdsmen were not so 

declared in spite of their murderous activities. 

The United Nations, in its Global Terrorism Index report of in 2015, 

designated the Fulani herdsmen as the fourth deadliest terror group in the 

world, coming closely behind IS and Boko Haram. 

The opening paragraph above sums up the reaction of a cross section of 

Nigerians to the designation of IPOB as a terrorist organization by the 

government of Nigeria. It compares IPOB to Fulani herdsmen who 

sporadically kill people across the county but on which the government has 

been curiously quiet. There has been no clear case of IPOB committing 

murder but there has been numerous cases of Fulani herdsmen. The story 
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explains that the Fulani herdsmen are the fourth deadliest terror group in 

the world based on the United Nations Global Terrorism Index.  

An analysis of the over 2, 000 comments submitted as of the time of filing 

this report showed division along ethnic lines with most respondents from 

the northern part of the country supporting the actions taken by the DHQ, 

contrary to the views expressed by respondents from other parts of the 

country. 

One of the respondents, Timothy Faboade, said: “We are yet to really get 

the definition of “terrorism” and its variants in Nigeria… The Fulani 

herdsmen carry weapons, kidnap, kill people and destroy farm produce. 

They are not terrorists according to government and security forces. 

“IPOB… believes so much in non-violent approach to achieving its goals. 

Yet the Nigerian Army declared the group a terrorist one. It is a colossal 

error to make such an unprecedented declaration,” he said. 

The ethnic division on the perception of IPOB reflects in the extract above. 

While northerners largely support the designation of the group as a 

terrorist group, southerners largely disagree. We have always considered 

issues with regional lenses instead of national telescopes. The issue of the 

dreaded Fulani herdsmen is mentioned again and their modus operandi is 

pointed out, yet the government does not see the terror in their actions. 

This naturally leads to inquiries on the definition of terrorism. It questions 

the objectivity of the Nigerian government in the whole saga. 

“It is quite unfortunate that we have lost it. Who is the military to declare 

IPOB a terrorist organisation? A Federal High Court of competent 

jurisdiction has said IPOB is not an illegal organisation,” said Donatus Otti. 

The extract above captures the policy summersault which characterises 

Nigerian public service and the disunity in our judicial system owning to 

the prioritization of personal finances above the execution of justice in the 

country. The government had obtained a judgement from one Federal High 

Court proscribing IPOB. The organization went to court to seek an order 
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vacating the initial court order. This shows a lack of synergy in the nation’s 

judiciary. 

However, Sani Nadada, challenged those condemning the action “to wear 

anything that has Biafran logo and move on the streets; then we will know 

who has right and who doesn’t to proscribe and declare an 

organisation/person as terrorist or not. 

According to Alhaji Ahmad, “Kanu [IPOB leader] is a contractor. His mission 

is to destroy the South-East like Shekau did to North-East and Nigeria at 

large. What is Kanu’s investment anywhere in Nigeria? So, let us be wise 

The first paragraph of the extract above carries the view of Sani Nadada. 

He is a northerner. He demonstrates his region’s control of the coercive 

resources through deliberate and systematic asymmetric recruitment and 

enlistment into the armed forces over the decades after our political 

independence. Comments such as his have the potential to fuel the existing 

tension in the country. The second paragraph carries the view of another 

northerner who thinks Nnamdi Kanu is a contractor hired by foreign 

powers to destabilize Nigeria just like Abubakar Shekau of Boko Haram. 

Curiously, none of those commenting on the topic addressed the 

fundamental issues which gave birth to the agitations by IPOB.  

Conclusion 

From the analysis of the reports on IPOB (and Mazi Nnamdi Kanu) by the 

three newspapers under examination, one is directed to conclude that each 

medium is influenced heavily by ethnic and religious politics. Daily Trust 

persistently tried to paint discredit IPOB by amplifying disagreements 

between the group and other Igbos on one hand and the group and Yorubas 

on the other hand. There was a careful effort not to report the hatred which 

the group has expressed towards the Hausa/Fulani people in the country. 

Although the group has made derogatory comments about the Yoruba race, 

it is nothing in comparison to what it has said about the northerners. There 

was also a systematic effort to task southern reporters to cover and report 

the stories on the group. 
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The Sun on the other hand represents IPOB as a cultural entity that is 

widely accepted by the people because it has the interest of the people at 

heart. It narrative of the newspaper also portrays IPOB as an organization 

that respects human rights and the rule of law across the world. By 

amplifying IPOB’s call for the release of Sambo Dasuki and Sheik Ibrahim 

El-Zakzaky, the newspaper polishes the nationalistic credentials of IPOB. 

This is understandable because major politicians of Igbo extraction stand 

to benefit from the hypothetical actualization of IPOB’s agenda.  

The narratives of employed by Nigerian Tribune on IPOB is more objective 

than those employed by Daily Trust and The Sun newspapers. In the first 

story, the paper gave a platform for IPOB to debunk the allegation that it 

had plans to kidnap five sitting governors in the region. In the second story, 

the newspaper brings to national consciousness the effect of the ethnic 

perennial ethnic tension on the minds of the average Nigerian across ethnic 

divides. This is a middle ground behind the hostile representation 

employed by Daily Trust and the tacit support given to the group by The 

Sun.  
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