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Abstract  

The study was 

designed to determine 

the impact of Boko 

Haram Insurgency on 

the socio-economic 

development of senior 

secondary schools 

students’ educational 

development in 

Maiduguri 
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INTRODUCTION  

The Boko Haram 

insurgency has lately 

introduced a terrorist 

dimension into crime 

space in Nigeria.  The 

trademarks of Boko 

Haram are wanton 

destruction of lives 

and properties 

through bombing, 

abduction and 

slaughtering of 

human beings 

especially in the 

North-Eastern part of 

Nigeria especially 

Borno.  This has 

created palpable fear 

of insecurity in the 

polity. The 

development of any 

country is dependent 

upon many factors 

which may first tract 

or retard its growth 

security is central.   

Security of lives and 

properties plays a 

great role in the 

development of any 

country as investors  

Keywords:  

Economics, Impact, 

Secondary, 

Insurgency 

Development  



 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE 

(VOL. 10 NO.4) JUNE, 2019 EDITIONS 

 

 
 
 

2 

Metropolitan Council 

(MMC) Nigeria. The 

study was guided by 

three objectives: to 

identify the root cause 

of Boko Haram 

insurgency in 

Maiduguri 

Metropolitan Council 

(MMC), to determine 

the extent to which the 

public, religious 

leaders, traditional 

rulers, stakeholders 

and politicians created 

awareness on the ills of 

Boko Haram 

insurgency to the 

citizens and establish 

the Socio-Economic 

Wastage of Secondary 

School students in 

Maiduguri 

Metropolitan Council 

(MMC) in Borno State.  

Three (3) research 

questions were 

answered. Descriptive 

survey research design 

was used. The 

population of the study 

comprised of three 

thousand eight 

hundred and twenty 

four (3824) students 

while a sample of three 

hundred and fifty one 

(351) students were 

used in this study. A 

self-developed 

questionnaire and a 

proforma were used in 

data collection. Bar-

chart was used for data 

presentation while 

frequency counts and 

simple percentages 

were used for data 

analysis. Results of the 

study revealed that 

religious extremism, 

poverty, illiteracy and 

lack of parental care 

are the root causes of 

Boko Haram 

Insurgency and Boko 

Haram insurgency 

greatly affected the 

socio-economic 

development of 

schools. The study 

recommended that 

Government should 

monitor religious 

preachers to ensure 

religious extremist are 

not given room to 

cause chaos. 

 

in any economy wants to be assured of safety of their lives and 

investments.  It is evident that insurgency brings frustration and causes 

problems to political, religious and economic systems while, sometimes the 

institutional mechanism adopted in managing the crises is often not 

sufficient and defective. 

Insurgency has become a global issue in the world today and no nation is 

completely free from its impact.  Globalization has significantly influenced 

the spate of insurgency as event in one part of the globe may have direct or 

indirect effect on the other impact nations.  This explains why (Horne, 

2002) observed that war, insurgency and other forms of transactional 
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political violence are in many ways more threatening today than ever 

before as civilian casualty has been on the increase.   

According to Walter and Andrew, (2012) insurgency is an act focusing on 

harming other people in order to create fear in their minds either by 

targeting civilians facilities or systems.  However, the scope of the 

operation of the Boko Haram sect has gone beyond civilian target including 

police and military establishments and it has grossly affected the generality 

of the public in Northern part of Nigeria particularly Borno State.  This 

research acknowledges that the discussed subject matter be value loaded 

since it is a function of individuals perceptions. However, for the purpose 

of this study, insurgency is viewed as violence perpetrated by individuals 

within or outside the Government circle that was specially directed against 

civilians or Government institutions as a way of calling attention or 

perceive real or imagining injustice in a clandestine manner. This 

definition largely captures the modus operation of the Boko Haram sect as 

a domestic terrorist organization in Nigeria. They specifically examined the 

challenges posed by Boko Haram sect on the security of lives and 

properties and the development of education in Maiduguri Metropolitan 

Council (MMC). It is against this background that the study was carried out 

to investigate the impact of Boko Haram on socio-economic development 

of senior secondary school students in Maiduguri Metropolis. 

Oladunjoye and Omemu (2014) examined the effect of Boko Haram on 

school attendance in northern Nigeria. The data was analyzed using 

Pearson correlation coefficient statistics. The result show that there is no 

significant difference in school attendance among male and female. There 

is a significant difference in school attendance among rural and urban 

schools and as well in school attendance among primary secondary 

according to this study.  

Umaru and Terhemba (2014) examined the effects of insecurity on 

primary school attendance in Damaturu. Multi stage sampling technique 

was used to select 225 parents and teachers in 10 primary schools in 

Damaturu. The result indicated that the effect of insecurity has reduced the 

level of primary school attendance in Damaturu. There was also other 

study by Awortu, (2015) which also analyzed the Boko Haram insurgency 

and its impact on development of Nigeria as a Nation. Primary source of 
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data collection was used. The study analyzed the data collected using 

Qualitative technique to assess the impact of Boko Haram insurgency on 

the development of Nigeria. 

 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The study answers the following research questions: 

i. What are the root causes of Boko Haram Insurgency in Maiduguri 

Metropolitan Council (MMC)? 

ii. What are the impacts of Boko Haram Insurgency on Secondary 

School Educational Development in Maiduguri Metropolitan Council 

(MMC)? 

iii. To what extent did Boko Haram affect the socio-economic 

development of secondary school education in Maiduguri 

Metropolitan Council (MMC)? 

iv. What are the measures taken to create awareness of the ills of Boko 

Haram insurgency among the citizens? 

 

METHODOLOGY  

This study used a descriptive survey research design where quantitative 

data were collected. The target population of this study constitutes 

students of the three (3) senior secondary schools under study. The 

number of the students in the three schools was three thousand, eight 

hundred and twenty four (3824). Stratified random sampling technique 

was used to select one Boys’ school, one Girls’ school and Mix school and a 

total of three schools were selected. A sample of three hundred and fifty 

one (351) students was selected and used in the study. The sample size 

was selected based on Krejcie and Morgan (1970) table of sample size 

selection. A proforma and a questionnaire were used as instruments for 

data collection in accordance with specification of research question. Data 

collected were analyzed using tables, charts (bar-chart and pie-chart), 

frequency counts and simple percentages. 

 

RESULTS 

Table 1: Frequency and percentages of the respondents based on schools 
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S/

N 

Schools Sample Percentag

e 

1 Government College Maiduguri 224 63.82 

2 Shehu Garbai Senior Secondary School 

Maiduguri 

64 18.23 

3 Government Girls College Maiduguri 63 17.95 

 TOTAL 351 100% 

Source: Field survey, 2018. 

 

 
Figure 2: Bar-chart showing the number of students based on schools  

 

Results from table 1 revealed that majority 224(63.82%) of the 

respondents were from Government College Maiduguri, 64 representing 

18.23% of the respondents were from Shehu Garbai Senior Secondary 

School Maiduguri while 63 representing 17.95% of the respondents were 

from Government Girls Secondary School Maiduguri. Therefore, majority 

of the respondents were from Government College Maiduguri. 

Research question one: What are the root causes of Boko Haram 

Insurgency in Maiduguri Metropolitan Council (MMC)? 
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Section B of the questionnaire, item 1-4 were used to collect data on the 

root causes of Boko Haram insurgency in Maiduguri Metropolitan Council, 

Borno State and summary of the analysis was presented in table 2 below. 

 

Table 2: Root causes of Boko Haram in Maiduguri Metropolitan Council, 

Borno State 

S/

N 

ITEMS RESPONSES 

SA AG UD DA SD 

1 Islamic preachers extremist 

are the root cause of Boko 

Haram 

93 

(26.50%

) 

208 

(59.26%

) 

18 

(5.13%) 

24 

(6.84%) 

8 

(2.28%) 

2 Poverty is one of the root 

causes of Boko Haram 

insurgency in Maiduguri 

69 

(19.66%) 

241 

(68.66%

) 

0 

(0.00%) 

31 

(8.83%) 

10 

(2.85%) 

3 Illiteracy is another root cause 

of Boko Haram in Maiduguri   

72 

(20.51%) 

183 

(52.14%) 

0 

(0.00%) 

69 

(19.66%) 

27 

(7.69%) 

4 Lack of parental care is a 

cause of Boko Haram in the 

state 

48 

(13.68%) 

207 

(58.97%

) 

21 

(5.98%) 

42 

(11.97%) 

33 

(9.40%) 

 

Results from table 2 revealed that 85.75% of the respondents agreed that 

Islamic preachers’ extremism are the root cause of Boko Haram while 

9.12% of the respondents disagreed. 88.32% of the respondent agreed that 

poverty is one of the root causes of Boko Haram insurgency in Maiduguri 

while 11.68% of the respondents disagreed. Majority (72.65%) of the 

respondents agreed that illiteracy is another root cause of Boko Haram in 

Maiduguri and 27.35% of the respondents disagreed and finally 255 

representing (72.65%) of the respondents agreed that lack of parental care 

were another cause of Boko Haram insurgency in the MMC. 

Research Question Two: What are the impacts of Boko Haram Insurgency 

on Secondary School Educational Development in Maiduguri Metropolitan 

Council (MMC)? 

Section B of the questionnaire, item 5-8 were used to collect data on the 

impact of Boko Haram insurgency on secondary school and educational 
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development in Maiduguri Metropolitan Council and summary of the 

analysis was presented in table 3 below. 

Table 3 Impact of Boko Haram insurgency in educational development in 

Maiduguri Metropolitan Council, Borno State  

S/N ITEMS RESPONSES 

SA AG UD DA SD 

5 Boko Haram insurgency has brought 

low senior secondary school students 

enrolment in Maiduguri  

96 

(27.35%) 

198 

(56.41%) 

8 

(2.28%) 

31 

(8.83%) 

18 

(5.13%) 

6 Boko Haram insurgency has 

destroyed the students educational 

development in Maiduguri Metropolis 

101 

(28.77%) 

199 

(56.70%) 

8 

(2.28%) 

28 

(7.98%) 

15 

(4.27%) 

7 Boko Haram insurgency has affected 

the smooth running of educational 

activities in Maiduguri Metropolis 

122 

(34.76%) 

156 

(44.44%) 

2 

(0.57%) 

41 

(11.68%) 

30 

(8.55%) 

8 Boko Haram has affected school 

attendance in Maiduguri Metropolis 

122 

(34.76%) 

131 

(37.32%) 

6 

(1.71%) 

80 

(22.79%) 

12 

(3.42%) 

 

Results from table 3 revealed that majority (83.76%) of the respondents 

agreed that Boko Haram insurgency brought about low enrolment in 

senior secondary schools in Maiduguri Metropolitan council while 13.96% 

of the respondents disagreed. majority (85.47%) of the respondents 

agreed that Boko Haram insurgency has destroyed the students’ 

educational development in Maiduguri Metropolis, 278 representing 

79.20% Boko Haram insurgency has affected the smooth running of 

educational activities in Maiduguri Metropolis and finally majority 

(72.08%) of the respondents agreed that Boko Haram has affected school 

attendance in Maiduguri Metropolis.  

Research Question Three: To what extent did Boko Haram affect the socio-

economic development of secondary school education in Maiduguri 

Metropolitan Council (MMC)? 

Section B of the questionnaire, items 9-12 were used to collect data on 

socio-economic wastage of school in Maiduguri Metropolitan Council and 

summary of the analysis was presented in table 4 below. 
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Table 4: Socio-economic wastage of schools by Boko Haram insurgency in 

educational development in Maiduguri Metropolitan Council, Borno State  

S/N ITEMS RESPONSES 

SA AG UD DA SD 

9 The Boko Haram insurgency has affected 

the socio-economic development of 

senior secondary schools  

128 

(36.47%) 

115 

(32.76%) 

48 

(13.68%) 

32 

(9.12%) 

28 

(7.98%) 

10 The closure of schools has affected petty 

traders within the schools 

92 

(26.21%) 

206 

(58.69%) 

13 

(3.70%) 

26 

(7.41%) 

14 

(3.99%) 

11 Closure of some roads/villages has 

affected those that transport goods to 

outside Maiduguri 

100 

(28.49%) 

182 

(51.85%) 

18 

(5.13%) 

38 

(10.83%) 

13 

(3.70%) 

12 The parents are faced with socio-

economic challenges as a results of 

closing schools due to the Haram 

insurgency  

81 

(23.08%) 

201 

(57.26%) 

14 

(3.99%) 

31 

(8.83%) 

24 

(6.84%) 

 

Results from table 4 revealed that majority (69.23%) of the respondents 

agreed that Boko Haram insurgency has affected the socio-economic 

development of senior secondary schools.  298 representing 84.90% of the 

respondents agreed that closure of schools has affected petty traders 

within the schools environments, 282(80.34%) of the respondents agreed 

that closure of some roads/villages has affected those that transport goods 

to outside Maiduguri and lastly majority (80.34%) of the respondents 

agreed that parents are faced with socio-economic challenges as a results 

of closing schools due to the Boko-Haram insurgency. 

 

DISCUSSIONS 

From table 2 above, four causes were found to be the major root causes of 

Boko Haram insurgency; Islamic preachers extremist, poverty, illiteracy 

and lack of parental care in which poverty has the highest percentage of 

respondents with 88.32%  as the root cause of Boko-Haram insurgency 

followed by Islamic extremism with 85.75%. Insurgents have been well 

studied by different scholars (Mohammed 2010, Adesoji 2012, Ouoha 2010 

and Campbeu 2013). Brune Forth (2006) describe exclusion rather than 

dropout students and he point out in his findings that, poverty is the most 

common primary reasons for pupils to be out of school. Though other two 
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root causes also have their effect; Tijjai (1992) In his findings said that 

ignorance and illiteracy are the root cause of insurgence among the 

populace of the people of Maiduguri Metropolitan Council.   

Boko-Haram insurgency also have negative effect on school development 

this results tallied with the finding of Ugwamba and Udom (2015) who 

found that an attack on education is a grave and rising concern in the world 

and Nigeria in particular. It includes violations of multiple provisions of 

international humanitarian and human right law, including the rights to life 

and liberty, the right to education, the protection of civilian and properties 

during conflict, and the rights to freedom of expression and association, 

among others. The Finding also agrees with the findings of Patrick and 

Felix (2013) who found that Majority of the schools have been closed for 

over two years while most basic school teachers working in affected areas 

had escaped death during series of attack on their communities. This 

means that majority of teachers are currently internally displaced, and 

Lack of teachers will affect basic education in the region. Findings further 

showed that, many respondents agreed that, Teaching and learning 

processes cannot be properly conducted in an unsafe school environment 

as most education officers in the region were currently out of their states 

for safety. This means that, inspectors of basic education programme 

cannot conduct termly inspection to ascertain the level of development on 

basic schools education programme in particular secondary schools MMC. 

The extend at which Boko-Haram insurgency affect Socio-economic 

wastage of schools in educational development in Maiduguri Metropolitan 

Council, is really alarming following the respondents responds in table 3 

above. The insurgency has affected the socio-economic development of 

senior secondary schools, the closure of many petty traders within the 

schools, the closure of some roads/villages also affect transportation 

within and outside Maiduguri and parents being faced with socio-economic 

challenges due to closing down of schools and roads. From the findings, 

majority of the respondents with 69.23% agreed that Boko-Haram 

insurgency has affected the socio-economic development of senior 

secondary schools, 84.90% of the respondents agreed that closure of 

schools has affected petty traders within the schools environments, 

80.34% of the respondents agreed that closure of some roads/villages has 



 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE 

(VOL. 10 NO.4) JUNE, 2019 EDITIONS 

 

 
 
 

10 

affected those that transport goods to and outside Maiduguri and majority 

of the respondents with 80.34% agreed that parents are faced with socio-

economic challenges as a results of closing schools due to the Boko-Haram 

insurgency. This finding agrees with that of Conflict Health (2018) and 

Toole and Waldman (1997) that Boko-Haram insurgency in the Northeast 

Nigeria causes childhood wasting; from 1990 through 2013 showed that 

wasting is plausible linked to the insurgency. Security measures such as 

check points reduced population movements and increased transportation 

costs. Traders and their customers were concerned about their safety in 

markets, which reduced food stocks and overall market functionality. By 

the time the state was declared State of emergency in May, Yobe and Borno 

States were elevated to “Crisis” stage as poor households faced depleted 

food stocks and acute food insecurity and disruption of school services. 

(Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2015)  

Low levels of education and literacy in Nigeria’s North East have been 

exacerbated by the Boko-Haram insurgency. Both teachers and schools had 

been destroyed and forced to close (pass event research 2016) 

It is crucial to note that Boko Haram have not only led to closure and or 

abandonment of people’s business activies within the MMC and the Borno 

State at large but also led to migration of people both indigenes and non-

indigenes and investors as such create low or no patronage of product and 

introduction of new products  

 

CONCLUSION  

School development/attendance is essential for the academic growth of 

any child. Where there are security crisis, it may affect the rate of school 

development. Boko Haram insurgency has greatly affected school 

development as well as socio-economic development. Religious extremist 

were the root causes of Boko Haram insurgency and due to the insurgency, 

the rate of the socio-economic wastage of schools is high. However, Ajayi 

(2011) stated that good security measures are always put in place in the 

urban centres as it houses all government parastatals and structures. As 

soon as there is an attack in the urban centres, the Joint Task Force (JTF) a 

special military force is often mobilized to ensure adequate security.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

i. The extent at which Boko Haram insurgency has affected the socio-

economic development of secondary school education in Maiduguri 

Metropolitan Council (MMC) can be improve by government policy 

via empowering the parents and youth to be self-dependence. 

ii. Government should improve the security situation of the state so 

that students will have access to quality education. 

iii. Religious and traditional leaders should monitor and report those 

preaching extremism to the authorities concern. 

iv. Parents should take good care of their children so that they cannot 

join the Boko Haram insurgents.  

v. The religious relics and traditional leaders should educate and 

enlightens her members on the commandments of the Holy books. 
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