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Abstract 
This study was on Understanding and curbing menace of theft and 

mutilation of library materials: A case study of College of Health 

Technology, Pankshin Library in Plateau State, Nigeria. Three (3) 

research objectives were formulate to guide the study, which are:  to 

identify the causes of Theft and Mutilation of Library Materials, to find 

out the means through which Library Materials are being stolen, to 

identify the policies put in place by Library Management to protect its 

Information Resources against Theft and Mutilation. The population of 

the study was 20, which includes 7 library staff, 5 security staff and 8 

temporary staff. The researcher used the entire population as sample for 

the study. The instrument used for the collection of data for the study was 

Questionnaire. Data collected were analyzed using frequency counts and 

percentages. The findings indicated that highest cause of theft and 

mutilation of library materials in College of Health Technology Pankshin 

was Selfishness on the part of library users. This was followed by Lack of 

concern for the need of others, financial constraint and high cost of 

learning materials, Scarcity of library materials, Lack of photocopying 

services and Non-familiarity with library services, among others. The 

highest means through which library materials are been stolen in College 

of Health Technology, Pankshin Library includes hiding under cloth and 

inside pocket and Throwing books out  through window, among others. 
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Based on the findings of the study, it was recommended that the 

management should improve Library facilities especially security 

equipments, and Library staff should be properly trained so as to prevent 

theft and mutilation. Photocopying services for scarce Library materials 

should also be made available for Library users. 

 

Keywords: Theft, Library, Mutilation, Library materials, College of 

Health Technology, Pankshin 
 

 

Introduction 
The threat to intellectual property 

through theft, mutilation and other 

forms of abuse has posed tremendous 

challenges to the library profession 

worldwide. According to Jackson 

(1991), incidents of theft, non-return 

of borrowed materials and mutilation 

of library resource are on the increase. 

These unwanted acts need to be 

tackled seriously in academic libraries 

in order to protect library resources. 

In the opinion of Ifidon (2000), 

mutilation and theft in libraries is a 

menace that has persisted, and it is 

indeed a global problem, the 

worsening state of libraries in Nigeria 

appears to have aggravated its 

intensity and the consequent 

detrimental impact. Theft is the act of 

stealing from the library’s collection 

and it has been argued that the theft of 

archival materials has become a 

problem of great proportions to the 

library resources. Mutilation is the 

defacement or damage of library 

materials. Mutilation of academic 

library collections has been reported 

by many researchers (Ajegbomogun 

2003; Bello 1998; Lorenzen 1996).  

Mutilation or vandalism occurs when 

users knowingly tear, mark, or 

otherwise damage or destroy 

materials. Delinquent library users 

and staff have devised many ways of 

illegally removing information 

materials or resources from the 

library. Users engage in various 

delinquent acts through different 

methods. Among these methods are 

the deliberate keeping of borrowed 

books beyond the due date, eating in 

the library, defacing furniture and 

books, sleeping, talking and 

disturbing other library users. Hiding 

of books for the purpose of 

monopolizing it is also a delinquent 

act (Hant, 2003). 

Ugah (2007) identified theft and 

mutilation, vandalism, damages and 

disasters, over borrowing or 
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delinquent borrowers and purposeful displacing arrangement of materials as 

some of the main security issues. The mismanagement and abuse of 

documentary materials contribute greatly to physical degradation. These 

include mutilation, careless handling, excessive photocopying, mis-shelving 

and flicking document over (Akussah & Bentil, 2010). 

Nowadays, any computer or library network connected to the internet is at risk 

of probes and scans, account compromise, packet sniffing and malicious codes 

(Sarmah, 2003). As libraries move from paper to electronic medium, safely 

providing access to resources has become complicated. 

 Nwamefor (1974), quoted by Nwalo (2003) outlined the followings as book 

theft devices in the libraries: 

i. Concealment of books in clothes; library thieves could conceal book in 

their clothes before wading through the security post 

ii. Mutilation of books by tearing off important pages 

iii. Throwing books out through the window 

iv. Borrowing a book and using the date-due slip to smuggle out books 

many times over 

v. Walking out with library books when security is not alert 

vi. Volunteering to be searched so that he or she will be thought to be 

innocent and so be allowed to go away unsearched with a concealed 

library materials 

vii. Collusion with library security personnel who may be unduly influenced. 

 

Afolabi (1993) & Tefera (1996) stated that the following factors constitute 

user            delinquent in the library: 

1. Using chemicals to clean off library ownership stamps in books and 

removing date due slips. 

2. Removing the jacket cover and preliminary pages of books so that those 

books cannot be identified. 

3. Stealing other registered library user borrower's tickets and using them 

to borrow books. 

4. Users conniving with some library staff such that a user can be issued 

with more tickets than allowed by the library. 

5. User borrows a book legally, goes out of the library, removes the date 

slip, comes back to the library, removes the date slip of the book intended 
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to be stolen, uses a gum to affix the date due slip to create the impression 

that it is a legally borrowed book and takes the stolen book out of the 

library. Several library materials could be stolen this way until it is a time 

to return the book that was legally borrowed. 

 

Mutilation is the act of destroying or removal of an essential part of library 

materials as to render it useless. These could be as a result of bending of corner 

of paper or inserting pencil or biro into pages. Also opening of books back to 

back, tearing of relevant pages etc. Aliyu (2004) defined theft "as the total 

removals of library materials from the library without the normal procedures, 

either by the library users, library staff or both of them". 

Utah (2004) defines mutilation and theft of library materials as "deliberate 

removal or attempted removal of library materials from the library without their 

being checked out". Also, successful unauthorized removal of library materials 

from the library, failure to return materials to the library is also considered to 

be theft of library materials. In the opinion of Ifidon (2000), Mutilation and theft 

in libraries is a menace that has persisted, and it is indeed a global problem, the 

worsening state of libraries in Nigeria appears to have aggravated its intensity 

and the consequent negative impact. 

Plateau State College of Health Technology, Pankshin was known as School of 

Health Technology, Pankshin and the first to be established in the country in 

the Year 1976, by the then Plateau State Military Administration  under the 

leadership of Late Joseph D. Gomwalk. That was in compliance with the 

directive by the former Head of State, Gen. Yakubu Gowon that each State of 

the Federation should establish a School of Health Technology to meet up with 

3rd National Development Action Plan for the then Basic Health Services 

Scheme, now popularly called “Primary Health Care”. 

The establishment of the institution emanated from the desire to render certain 

vital primary health care services with a view to facilitating greater development 

and progress. With the increasing challenges in the delivery of primary health 

care therefore, the school was upgraded to a college in 2003 and backed by law 

in the year 2005. The number of the courses being run by the college has also 

increased from the initial three to more than ten at the moment. There is still 

room to introduce more courses in order to meet the increasing demand for 

Primary Health Care Services. 
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Plateau State College of Health Technology is located in Pankshin Local 

Government Area of Plateau Sate. It is cited in the heart of Pankshin Town and 

at its temporary site which was the Pankshin General Hospital before it was 

moved to its present location along Pankshin Jos Road. Its programme is being 

regulated by the various Supervisory/Regulatory Boards which are also 

responsible for certification in accordance with the provisions stipulated in the 

manuals of the Boards/Councils. The College runs Diploma and Certificate 

programmes to train the various cadres of health personnel. Remedial and 

Computer programmes are also run by the institution. It is worth mentioning 

that the nature of the weather of Pankshin provides a conducive academic 

environment and the central location of the institution in the State makes it 

suitable and attractive to the teeming applicants within and outside the state 

(The Student’s Handbook of the Plateau State College of Health Technology, 

Pankshin, 2016). 

The College Library was established at the same time with the College with 

only two staff and it is situated at the premises of the College. Presently, the 

Library has seven staff including the Librarian of the College. The College 

Library has five (5) sections which include, Circulation, Technical/Cataloguing, 

Document, Reference and Binding section. The college library uses Dewey 

Decimal Classification (DDC) because they have small collection. The Library 

has a seating capacity of about 105 readers with 2,667 volumes of library 

materials and ICT Unit with computers inside and good internet facilities (The 

Student’s Handbook of the Plateau State College of Health Technology, 

Pankshin, 2016). 

 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

College of Health Technology Pankshin Library in Plateau State is a College 

Library traditionally built to meet the needs of the students, lecturers and the 

College communities through the provision of qualitative and adequate 

information resources and services. Preliminary observations and investigation 

reveals that  users of the Plateau State College of Technology Pankshin Library 

have devised various means of stealing from the library either by throwing 

books through windows or borrowing a book legally and using the date due slip 

to remove another book illegally while others stock their clothes with books out 

of the library. Typically, this library loose between 5% and 10% of their 



26  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2020 

 
 

collections annually to theft and mutilation. Hence, this research work intends 

to find out what might be the cause of theft and mutilation of library materials 

in College of Health Technology Pankshin in Plateau State.  

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

Specifically, the study intends to: 

1.  Identify the causes of Theft and Mutilation of Library Materials in the 

College of Health Technology Pankshin Library. 

2.  Find out the means through which Library Materials are being stolen in 

the College of Health Technology Pankshin Library. 

3. Identify the policies put in place by Library Management to protect its 

Information Resources against Theft and Mutilation in College of Health 

Technology Pankshin Library. 

 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The following research questions guided the study: 

1. What are the causes of Theft and Mutilation of Library Materials in 

College of Health Technology Pankshin Library? 

2. What are the means through which Library Materials are being stolen 

in College of Health Technology Pankshin Library? 

3. What are the policies put in place by Library management to protect  its 

Information Resources against Theft and Mutilation in College of 

Health Technology Pankshin Library? 

 

Method and procedure 

The design adopted for this research is survey. This is because the research 

focuses mainly on people and their opinions, attitudes, motivations and 

behavior. This was in line with the assertion of Kerlinger (1975) who opined 

that survey research focuses mainly on people and their opinions, attitudes, 

motivations and behaviors.  

The target population of the study include the staff of the Library which includes 

Library staff, security staff and temporary staff of College of Health 

Technology, Pankshin, Library Plateau State. In all, there are twenty (20) staff 

in College of Health Technology Pankshin, library. These comprises seven (7) 

library staff, (5) security staff and (8) temporary   staff, therefore the entire 
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population for the study was twenty (20). Since the population of the study is 

not much the researcher decided to use the entire population as sample. 

 

TABLE 1: POPULATION AND SAMPLE TABLE 

 Category         Population           Sample size 

Library Staff                   7                   7 

Temporary Staff                   8                  8 

Security Staff                    5                   5 

Total                    20                   20 

Simple random sampling technique was used to determine the members of the 

sample population. According to Alvi (2016), simple random sampling allows 

members of the population have equal chance of being selected. 

The researcher adopted questionnaire as the instrument for data collection. 

Babbie (2007) defines a questionnaire as a document containing questions and 

other types of items designed to solicit information appropriate for analysis. The 

basic objectives of a questionnaire are to obtain facts and opinions about a 

phenomenon from people who are informed on a particular issue. The 

researcher adopted frequency counts and percentages to analyze each item in 

the questionnaire for the purpose of answering the research questions. 

 

DATA PRESENTATION, RESULT AND ANALYSIS 

Response Rate 

the Response rate of 100% was recorded for this Study. Out of 20 questionnaires 

administered, 20 were filled, returned and found usable. This gave a response 

rate of 100%. 

 

TABLE 2: RESPONSE RATE 

Number of 

Questionnaire 

Administered 

Number of 

Questionnaire 

Retrieved 

Percentage (%) 

Retrieval 

 

                   20 

     

       20 

 

           100% 
 

Table 2, above shows the response rate of the study. Out of the 20 questionnaires 

administered, 20 representing 100% were filled, retuned and found usable. 

Hence, a response rate of 100% was recorded for the study. 
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RESPONDENTS DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 

Table 3: Distribution of respondents by sex 

Response  Frequency Percentage (%) 

Male  17 85 

Female  3 15 

 Total  20 100% 

 

Table 3, above shows the distribution of respondents by sex. It revealed that 

majority 17 (85%) of the respondents were male while 3 (15%) of the response 

were female. 

 

Table 4: Category of respondents  

category  Frequency Percentage (%) 

Library staff  7 35 

Security staff  5 25 

Temporary staff  8 40 

Total 20 100% 

 

Table 4, shows the category of respondents that participated in this research. 

This revealed that 7 (35%) of the respondents were library staff, 5 (25%) of 

them were security staff, while 8 (40%) of the respondents were temporary staff.  

 

Table 5: Distribution of Respondents by Age 

S/No Age  Frequency Percentage (%) 

1 Below 20 years  5 25 

2 21-30 years  10 50 

3 31-40 years  3 15 

4 41-50 years  2 10 

5 Above 50 years  - - 

 Total  20 100% 

 

Table 5 above shows the age distribution of respondents. This revealed that 

majority 10 (50%) of the respondents were within the age bracket of 21-30 

years, while 5 (25%) of the respondents were below 20 years, 3 (15%) 
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respondents were within the ages of 31-40 years and 2 (10%) of them were 

within the ages of 41-50 years. 

 

Table 6: Respondent’s years of working experience  

S/No Years of working experience  Frequency Percentage (%) 

1 1-5 years   10 50 

2 6-10 years  5 25 

3 11-20 years  5 25 

4 20 years and above  - - 

 Total  20 100% 

 

Table 6, above shows the distribution of the respondents by years of working 

experience. The study revealed that majority 10 (50%) of the respondents have 

worked for 1-5 years, while 5 (25%) of the respondents served for 6-10 years 

and 11-20 years respectively.  

 

Table 7: Respondent’s years of working experience in College of Health 

Technology, Pankshin  Library. 

S/No Years of working experience  Frequency Percentage (%) 

1 1-5 years  12 60 

2 6-10 years 6 30 

3 11-20 years  2 10 

4 20 years and above  - - 

 Total  20 100% 

  

Table 7, above shows the distribution of the respondents by years of service 

with the College of Health Technology, Pankshin Library. The study revealed 

that majority 12 (60%) of the respondents have served for 1-5 years, while 6 

(30%) and 2 (10%) of the respondents served for 6-10 years and 11- 20 years 

respectively. None of the respondents served for 20 years and above. 

 

Table 8: Marital Status of the Respondents 

marital status  Frequency Percentage (%) 

Single  13 65 

Married  5 25 
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Divorced - - 

Widowed  2 10 

Total  20 100% 

 

Table 8, above shows the marital status of the respondents. This indicates that 

majority 13 (65%) of the respondents were single, 5 (25%) were married and 2 

(10%) were widowed. None of the respondent is divorced. 

 

Table 9: Respondents’ Highest Academic Qualifications  

S/No Qualifications  Frequency Percentage (%) 

1 Ph.D. - - 

2 M. Sc. - - 

3 HND/B. Sc. 5 25 

4 NCE 5 25 

5 OND 10 50 

 Total  20 100% 

 

Table 9, which is on the respondents’ Academic qualification shows that the 

highest number of respondents which is 10 (50%) of the respondents were OND 

holders, while 5 (25%) were NCE and HND/ B. Sc. holders respectively. None 

of the respondents has M.Sc. or Ph.D. 

 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

Research Question 1: What are the causes of Theft and Mutilation of 

Library Materials in College of Health Technology, Pankshin Library? 

 

Table 10: Causes of theft and mutilation of library materials in College of 

Health Technology Pankshin Library  

S/No Items SA % A % D % SD % Total % 

1 Financial 

constraint  

12 60 6 30 2 10 - - 20 100 

2 Selfishness on 

the part of 

library users  

18 90 2 10 - - - - 20 100 
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3 Scarcity of 

library 

materials  

10 50 2 10 8 40 - - 20 100 

4 Poor building  - - 10 50 10 50 - - 20 100 

5 High cost of 

learning 

materials  

12 60 6 30 - - 2 10 20 100 

6 Lack of concern 

for the need of 

others  

13 65 6 30 1 5 - - 20 100 

7 Lack of 

photocopying 

services  

10 50 5 25 5 25 - - 20 100 

8 Students 

dissatisfaction 

with library 

services  

5 25 10 50 3 15 2 10 20 100 

9 Non-familiarity 

with library 

services  

10 50 5 25 5 25 - - 20 100 

 

Table 10, above shows the causes of theft and mutilation of library materials in 

College of Health Technology Pankshin. It was revealed from the responses in 

the table that the highest cause of theft and mutilation of library materials in 

College of Health Technology Pankshin was “Selfishness on the part of library 

users” as indicated by 90% of the respondents. This was followed by Lack of 

concern for the need of others (65%), Financial constraint and High cost of 

learning materials (60%), Scarcity of library materials, Lack of photocopying 

services and Non-familiarity with library services (50%). 

 

Research Question 2: What are the means through which Library 

Materials are being stolen in College of Health Technology, Pankshin 

Library? 
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Table 11: Means through which library materials are been stolen in College 

of Health Technology, Pankshin Library. 

 

S/N Items  SA % A % D % SD % Total % 

1 Hiding under cloth and inside pocket 18 90 2 10 - - - - 20 100 

2 Tearing of pages off 13 65 6 30 2 10 - - 20 100 

3 Removing the jacket cover  10 50 10 50 - - - - 20 100 

4 Throwing books out  through window 18 90 2 10 - - - - 20 100 

5 Walking out with library books when 

security is not alert 

10  50 5 25 5 25 - - 20 100 

6 Using chemical to clean off library 

ownership stamps 

13 65 6 30 1 5 - - 20 100 

 

Table 11, above shows the means through which library materials are been 

stolen in College of Health Technology, Pankshin Library. It was revealed from 

the responses in the table that the highest means through which library materials 

are been stolen in College of Health Technology, Pankshin Library was “hiding 

under cloth and inside pocket” and “Throwing books out  through window” as 

indicated by 18 (90%) of the respondents. These were followed by 65 % of the 

respondents who indicated “Tearing of pages off” and “Using chemical to clean 

off library ownership stamps” 

 

Research Question: 3: What are the policies put in place by Library 

management to protect its Information Resources against Theft and 

Mutilation in College of Health Technology Pankshin Library? 

 

Table 12: Policies put in place by Management of College of Health 

Technology, Pankshin Library to protect information resources against 

theft and mutilation. 

S/N Items  SA % A % D % SD % Total % 

1 Bags are not allowed into the library  18 90 2 10 - - - - 20 100 

2 Expulsion of students who stole 

library materials  

10 50 5 25 5 25 - - 20 100 

3 Provision of photocopying services 13 65 6 30 1 5 - - 20 100 
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4 Sensitization of new students on why 

they should not be involved in theft 

and mutilation 

 

12 

 

60 

 

6 

 

30 

 

2 

 

10 

 

- 

 

- 

 

20 

 

100 

5 Condemnation of theft through mass 

media  

10 50 5 25 5 25 - - 20 100 

6 Ban on the use of bigger 

clothes/hijab in the library 

18 90 2 10 - - - - 20 100 

7 Provision of multiple copies of 

scarce library materials  

18 90 2 10 - - - - 20 100 

 

Table 12, above shows policies put in place by Management of College of 

Health Technology, Pankshin Library to protect information resources against 

theft and mutilation. It was revealed from the responses in the table that the 

highest known policies were “Bags are not allowed into the library”, “Ban on 

the use of bigger clothes/hijab in the library” and “Provision of multiple copies 

of scarce library materials” as indicated by  18 (90%) of the respondents. These 

were followed by Provision of photocopying services (65%). 

 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Below are the summaries of the research findings: 

1. Some of the causes of Theft and Mutilation of Library materials in 

College of Health Technology, Pankshin Library include: Financial 

Constraint, Selfishness on the part of the library users, Scarcity of library 

materials, High cost of learning materials, lack of concern for the need 

of others, lack of photocopying services and students’ dissatisfaction 

with library services. 

2. The means through which library materials are been stolen in College of 

Health Technology Pankshin Library in include: hiding under cloth and 

inside pocket, tearing of page(s)  off, removing the jacket cover, 

throwing books out through window, walking out with library books 

when security is not alert, Using chemicals to clean off library 

ownership. 

4. The Policies put in place by the Management of College of Health 

Technology Pankshin Library include: Bags are not allowed in the 

library, Expulsion of students who stole library materials, provision of 
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photocopying services, Sensitization of new students on why they should 

not in theft and mutilation, Condemnation of theft through mass media, 

Ban on the use of bigger clothes/Hijab in the library, provision of 

multiple copies of scarce library materials.   

 

DISCUSSION 

The Research was conducted on Understanding and curbing menace of theft 

and mutilation of library materials using College of Health Technology, 

Pankshin Library in Plateau State, Nigeria as case study. To achieve this, the 

study was further sub-divided into three (3) objectives. The specific objectives 

were to identify the causes of theft and mutilation of library materials in the 

College of Health Technology Pankshin, Library; to find out the means through 

which Library Materials are being stolen in the College of Health Technology, 

Pankshin Library; identify the policies put in place by Library Management to 

protect its Information Resources against theft and mutilation in College of 

Health Technology, Pankshin Library. 

 Based on the findings in the research, the causes of theft and mutilation of 

library materials in College of Health Technology Pankshin library are financial 

constraint, selfishness on the part of library users, high cost of learning 

materials, lack of concern for the need of others, lack of adequate photocopying 

services, unfamiliarity with library services. However, it was disagreed from 

findings in the research that students’ dissatisfaction with library service, 

scarcity of library materials are causes of theft and mutilation of library 

materials. This finding correlates to the findings in the study of Akor (2013) and 

also to the findings of Abifarin (1997) who contributed that “students steal or 

mutilate library materials because of the following reasons; scarcity of library 

materials, selfishness on the part of some students, financial constraint, high 

cost of learning materials”. This is also supported by Abifarin (1997) who 

contributed that students steal or mutilate library materials due to scarcity of 

library materials Selfishness on the part of some students, financial constraint 

and high cost of learning materials. 

It was also revealed in the study that the means through which library materials 

are being stolen in libraries College of Health Technology Pankshin library as 

agreed by majority of the respondent are hiding under cloth and inside pocket, 

tearing of page off, removing the jacket cover, throwing books out through 
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window, walking out with library books when security is not alert, using 

chemicals to clean off library ownership stamps. This finding also agrees with 

the research of Akor (2013) who said various methods were adopted for stealing 

library materials such as tearing of pages off, removing the jacket covers, and 

hiding under cloth and inside pockets. It also tallies with the research findings 

of Bello (1998) who in his research conducted on theft and mutilation of library 

materials asserted that there was lack of adequate security in technological 

libraries. 

 This research also revealed some of the policies put in place by the management 

of College of Health Technology Pankshin library to protect its information 

resources against theft and mutilation, some of these policies as agreed by the 

respondents are provision of multiple copies of scarce library materials, ban on 

the use of bigger clothes/Hijab in the library, provision of photocopying 

services, expulsion of students who stole library materials (although there was 

a percentage of respondents 25% who disagreed to this particular policy, this 

means it was not largely accepted or was not strictly implemented), bags are not 

allowed into the library, sensitization of new students on why they should not 

be involved in theft and mutilation, provision of photocopying services. This 

finding agrees with Aguolu & Aguolu (2002), who stated that “in order to help 

reduce the incidences of pilfering and mutilation of books and journals, and as 

a measure to curb theft and mutilation, photocopying services must be available 

at an affordable price. Properly enlightening users on the dangers of theft and 

mutilation by library staff have been suggested as a good measure to curb theft 

and mutilation of library materials among library users”.  

 

CONCLUSION 

Having done thorough investigation beyond any reasonable doubt, it can be 

concluded that the highest cause of theft and mutilation of library materials in 

College of Health Technology Pankshin was Selfishness on the part of library 

users. This was followed by Lack of concern for the need of others, financial 

constraint and high cost of learning materials, Scarcity of library materials, Lack 

of photocopying services and Non-familiarity with library services. The highest 

means through which library materials are been stolen in College of Health 

Technology, Pankshin Library includes hiding under cloth and inside pocket 

and Throwing books out  through window. It also includes Tearing of pages off 
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and Using chemical to clean off library ownership stamps. The highest known 

policies put in place by College of Health Technology, Pankshin Library to curb 

the menace of theft and mutilation of library materials were “Bags are not 

allowed into the library”, “Ban on the use of bigger clothes/hijab in the library” 

and “Provision of multiple copies of scarce library materials”. These were 

followed by Provision of photocopying services.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made: 

1. Some of the causes of Theft and Mutilation of Library Materials in the 

College of Health Technology Pankshin Library are as a result of poor 

facilities and poor vigilance    by library staff. It is recommended that the 

management should improve Library facilities especially security 

equipments, and Library staff should be properly trained so as to prevent 

theft and mutilation. Photocopying services for scarce Library materials 

should also be made available for Library users. 

2. Some prominent means through which Library Materials are being stolen 

in the College of Health Technology Pankshin Library includes throwing 

books out of windows, erasing library stamps from books, sneaking out 

with books when security is not alert. Therefore, it is recommended that, 

Library personnel should always be alert, and should thoroughly search 

students who are about to exit the library.  

3. The policies put in place by Library Management to protect its 

Information Resources against Theft and Mutilation in College of Health 

Technology Pankshin Library should be reviewed so as to include every 

aspect that would eradicate or reduce theft and mutilation of library 

materials. The policies should be strictly implemented so that if one of 

the students found to be involved in theft and mutilation is caught and 

expelled, others will learn not to engage in it. 
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