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Abstract 
It was on 9th  January, 2020 the South-west states, namely Lagos, Ogun, 

Oyo, Ondo, Osun and Ekiti, has  launched a security formation to tackle the 

problem of insecurity within the region which led to reverted reaction from 

the Federal Government through the office of the Attorney General and 

many political analyst described the movement  as an illegal regional 

security formation that has peculiar  Yaruba /Christian agenda which  

contradict the provision of the Nigeria constitution that vested the issue of 

security as an exclusive List to be undertaken Federal Government. The 

security collaboration, tagged Operation Amotekun, is expected to 

complement the efforts of the regular police force in the area of combating 

kidnapping, armed robbery, as well as herdsmen and farmers contentions. 

The decision by the governors of the South-west states to create Operation 

Amotekun was reached in Ibadan in June 2019, at the regional security 

summit in Ibadan. The summit was a reaction to the worsening security 

situation in the region. In spite of its laudable aspirations, Amotekun 

appears to be on a collision course with the status quo. The paper has these 

questions to ask, how will the security outfit be operated and what would be 

its operational guidelines and its command structure. Who gives the orders 

and to whom would they be answerable to? Besides the pending questions, 

is Amotekun a subtle realization of state or regional police being 
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vehemently advocated by leaders of the region? The paper has the finding 

that the establishment of Amotekun was either misperceive or contradict the 

constitution of Nigeria on the issue of security provision in the country. The 

paper has suggested that negotiation and further discussion need to be 

engage between Federal Government and the South West Governors to find 

a right legal position of Amotekun in Nigeria security structure to avoid 

constitutional friction and crisis that may tore the peaceful understanding 

of the peoples in the North and Western Regions. 

 

Keywords: Constitutional Friction, Insecurity, Regionalism and Bad 

Governance   
 

 

Introduction 
The Federal Government of Nigeria 

has declared the paramilitary outfit of 

Omotekun as illegal as it is not backed 

by any known law in the land. The 

Attorney General of the Federation 

made the feeling of the government 

known in a statement made available 

to Vanguard on 9th January, 2020. 

 In the statement signed by the Special 

Assistant on Media and Public 

Relations to the Attorney General of 

the Federation and Minister of Justice, 

Dr. Umar Gwandu, the government 

said the issue of defence and security 

fell under the exclusive list and not 

with the state.  The statement reads in 

part: “The setting up of the 

paramilitary organization called 

“Amotekun” is illegal and runs 

contrary to the provisions of the 

Nigerian law. The Constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (as 

amended) has established the Army, 

Navy and Airforce, including the 

Police and other numerous 

paramilitary organisations for the 

purpose of the defence of Nigeria. “As 

a consequence of this, no State 

Government, whether singly or in a 

group has the legal right and 

competence to establish any form of 

organization or agency for the defence 

of Nigeria or any of its constituent 

parts. (Okodolor, 2019) 

This is sanctioned by the provision of 

Item 45 of the Second Schedule of the 

constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria (as amended) authorizing the 

Police and other Federal Government 

security services established by law to 

maintain law and order. “The law will 

take its natural course in relation to 

excesses associated with organization, 

administration and participation in 
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“Amotekun” or continuous association with it as an association. “Finally, it is 

important to put on record that the Office of the Attorney General and Minister 

of Justice was not consulted on the matter. If it had, proper information and 

guidance would have been offered to ensure that Nigeria’s defence and 

corporate entity are preserved at all times 

Having stoutly agitated for restructuring and devolution of powers to the region, 

the launch of Operation Amotekun was seen in some quarters as a plus for the 

proponents of restructuring. The launch had elicited responses from several 

groups in the country, with the Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF) describing it 

as a duplication of responsibilities and misplaced priorities. The chairman of 

the Northern Governors Forum and governor of Plateau State, Simon Lalong, 

said the 19 northern states were also working on introducing community 

policing. TheC Chairman of Ohaneze Ndi Igbo in Anambra State, Ichie Damian 

Okeke-Ogene, said the formation of a South-West security outfit confirmed the 

position of the group on the need to restructure the country. “There is the need 

for each zone to have its security outfit and control its resources,” he said. The 

initiative was decided after a security summit as a response to the rising 

insecurity in the region (Adibe, 2020) 

These insecurity challenges range from kidnapping to armed robbery, banditry, 

farmers-herders clashes and other crimes. At the end of the security summit, the 

six governors in the region – Oyo, Lagos, Ogun, Osun, Ekiti and Ondo – under 

the umbrella of Western Nigeria Governors’ Forum (WNGF) – decided to form 

a uniform security outfit. This culminated in the launch of the outfit at an 

elaborate ceremony at the Government House, Ibadan. The host governor of 

Oyo State, Seyi Makinde, an engineer, the convener and chairman of the 

WNGF, Governor Rotimi Akeredolu of Ondo State and Governor Kayode 

Fayemi of Ekiti State were present. Governors Gboyega Oyetola of Osun State 

and Dapo Abiodun of Ogun were represented by their deputies – Mr Benedict 

Olugboyega Alabi and Alhaja Naimot Salako-Oyedele respectively, while the 

Lagos State governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu was neither present nor represented. 

The chief press secretary to Sanwo-Olu, Mr. Gboyega Akoshile said the 

governor could not attend because the helicopter he was to board to the venue 

could not operate due to bad weather. He said the governor was in support of 

the initiative. Prominent traditional rulers, led by the Ooni of Ife, Oba Enitan 

Ogunwusi were present, while the president of the World Yoruba Forum, 
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Professor Banji Akintoye led other Yoruba self-determination groups to the 

event. Also present were members of the local vigilante group, Agbekoya, and 

the Oo’dua People’s Congress (OPC).  

 

Statement of Problem 

Why Amotekun?  

We can firstly, ask why Amotekun in the South West Region, in Nigeria? 

Amotekun is a Yoruba word for a leopard. It was chosen as a codename for the 

operation to rid the South-West of criminal elements. It was learnt that the final 

pushover for the South-West was the killing of Mrs Funke Olakunrin, daughter 

of Pa Reuben Fashoranti, a prominent leader of the Yoruba socio-cultural group, 

Afenifere. The murder of Olakunrin in July 2019 was seen as one crime too 

many and a death that shook the South-West. Nobody has been prosecuted as 

the killer or mastermind of the murder of the late Olakunrin. The convener of 

the event and Governor Akeredolu, a Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN), said 

while no state in Nigeria was immune to insecurity; it had become embarrassing 

that the South-West, with its historical accommodating nature, has become a 

centre of many negative stories of attacks in recent times. He said, “We cannot 

predict the exactitude where this unfortunate disturbance will take place, hence 

we felt that a combined effort of all of us would be very necessary. It would 

save us from all these banditries, terrorism, kidnapping, armed robbery, 

herdsmen/farmers clashes, ritual killings and cybercrime. (Ayoola, 2019) 

The current situation in the country demands pragmatic and proactive solutions. 

“The sustained onslaught on the lives and property of our people compelled the 

adoption of serious countermeasures to stamp out the menace within a short 

period. We shall not relent until the entire space is secured.” Also, the host 

governor, Makinde, stressed that Amotekun is to fight a common enemy. That 

enemy, he said, is not Nigeria but the criminal elements within their midst and 

their collaborators “who are determined to cause commotion within the borders 

of our states and threaten our peaceful coexistence.” He said, “To those who are 

afraid, I say, when we assumed office we all took the oath of office and 

promised to be faithful and bear true allegiance to the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria; To follow the dictates of the constitution and protect the sovereignty 

of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. We have not forgotten our oath. “Our 

regional integration, our coming together, should be seen in one light alone: 
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That we are coming together to fight a common enemy. That enemy is not 

Nigeria. “As this launch proceeds today, we will find that this architecture we 

have put together is in harmony with the constitution we swore to protect. “We 

will also learn that everything we have outlined to do with Amotekun is in line 

with the existing security architecture in Nigeria. All we are doing is creating 

an appendage of local vigilantes that will feed the current state apparatus.” How 

will Amotekun work? At the launch of the security outfit were over 100 patrol 

vehicles, with the inscription, ‘WNSN, Zero Tolerance to Crime,’ procured by 

the state governments for the purpose. While Oyo State procured 33 vehicles, it 

was learnt that other states procured over 20 each, making it over 130 vehicles 

to be deployed for the operation. However, the personnel of Amotekun were not 

on ground as the recruitment process are said to be ongoing. Those who were at 

the launch were local vigilantes and hunters. It was, however, learnt that a great 

proportion of the vigilantes and local hunters would be absorbed into the 

security outfit. Though the recruitment process would be handled by the 

Development Agenda for Western Nigeria (DAWN) Commission, each state is 

expected to decide on the operational modalities to be adopted. Also, the states 

are yet to decide on the uniform for the personnel. “This is expected to be 

decided on a state-by-state basis. The Osun Amotekun is going to be different 

from that of Oyo or Ekiti,” said Governor Fayemi. He added, “We do not want 

anyone to misconstrue or misinterpret what is happening here. The conception 

of Amotekun is that we will operate on a state-by- state basis.” Akeredolu also 

hinted that the conventional security agencies would participate in the 

recruitment of the personnel in the aspect of conducting background checks on 

them. “Activities of Amotekun would be made known to the Police to make 

sure they conform to acceptable standards,” he added. Findings also revealed 

that some states that already have a local security network would shed some of 

them into the newly created regional outfit while the DAWN commission is 

expected to coordinate their training, especially with regard to relating with the 

conventional security agencies. For instance, Lagos has a semblance of the 

outfit called the Lagos State Neighborhood Safety Corps (Balagun, 2019).  

The LNSC, according to the state government, was established to assist the 

Police and other security agencies to maintain law and order in the state. They 

operate in all the 57 Local Government areas and Local Council Development 

Areas in Lagos and the officers are indigenous locals from the various 
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LGA/LCDA where they operate, which is a deliberate policy in order to make 

use of their local knowledge to achieve maximum grass root intelligence 

gathering and community policing. The Ekiti governor further clarified that the 

outfit is not tantamount to a state or regional police, stressing that the governors 

are not oblivious of the steps to take in achieving a state or regional police. 

Amotekun vehicles at the official launch of the Western Nigeria Security 

Network (Amotekun), held at the Oyo State Governor’s Office, Amotekun 

vehicles at the official launch of the Western Nigeria Security Network 

(Amotekun), held at the Oyo State Governor’s Office, Agodi, Ibadan . 

 

Public Reactions on the Establishment of Amotekun Security Outfit 

Jeremiah Oke A Yoruba leader, Professor Banji Akintoye, gave an insight into 

the kind of partnership and collaboration that would exist between the personnel 

of Amotekun and the conventional police, noting that they would be trained 

specifically on the standard operating procedure. He said, “Some people are 

asking how the police are going to be relating with Amotekun? Don’t forget 

that we are being led by highly educated people who are going to fashion out 

their relationship properly so that Amotekun and the police would work without 

conflict. There won’t be conflict.” The Ooni of Ife, Enitan Ogunwusi, who was 

the most senior traditional ruler in attendance, said all the traditional rulers in 

the region supported the initiative. He recalled how he spoke with President 

Muhammadu Buhari on the initiative and he supported it. He said, “This is 

commendable as it occasionally occurs in Yoruba land. The unity of purpose 

brings about progress. So we must praise all the six governors of the South-

West.” According to the commander of the Vigilante Group of Nigeria (VGN), 

Oyo State command, Olajide Sunday Ayodele, “The Amotekun initiative is for 

peace. It will bring more peace to the people of our region. There cannot be any 

conflict between the conventional security agencies and our men because we 

have been working together over the years. We have a very good relationship 

with other security agencies in the country. Therefore, I can assure you that 

there won’t be conflict.” On the training of personnel, he said his men usually 

received training from security agencies. “We just completed training for our 

staff, but the new intakes will be trained based on the modalities of Amotekun, 

which we are expecting. “We are going to select Amotekun personnel from our 

men. If there is a need for new men, the directive will come from the governors, 
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who are behind the idea,” he said. The OPC leader and Aare Ona Kakanfo of 

Yoruba land, Chief Gani Adams, gave his nod to the initiative, saying it would 

complement the efforts of the governors and the Inspector-General of Police 

(IGP) in their plan to make the South-West safe for the people. Adams, who 

coordinates the South-West Stakeholders Security Group, however, said the 

group was yet to be briefed properly on the modus operandi, especially, 

recruitment of members for the outfit. He said, “All over the world, the security 

of lives and property remains the top priority of every government. It is when 

the country is safe and secure that we can think of other necessities.(Tydon, 

2019)  

The security situation in the South-West is nothing to write home about. For 

instance, people cannot travel during festive periods because of the fear of the 

kidnappers and marauders that kill and maim at will. “A situation whereby a 

traditional ruler in Akure, Ondo State, was kidnapped and asked to pay a huge 

amount of money as ransom before he was released, as well as that of a Catholic 

priest, is worrisome. It brought up a new challenge.” Herders express concern 

another group that has expressed misgivings with the initiative is that of Fulani 

herdsmen who are in the hinterlands of states in the South-West. One of the 

Fulani groups, Jamu Nati Fulbe Association, said while they welcome the 

initiative, it should not be targeted at the Fulani in the region. The president of 

the association, Alhaji Abdulkadir Salihu, who is also the Serikin Fulani of Oyo 

State, on 7th January, 2020 told News Papers correspondent that Amotekun 

should not be a platform to persecute Fulani herdsmen in the region. Herders 

and farmers have been at loggerheads for years, with both groups suffering 

casualties. Recently, the Oyo State Government passed an anti-open grazing 

bill, which the herders have challenged in court. It is amidst this tension that the 

Amotekun initiative came on stream, and it has further deepened the fears 

among the Fulani of an agenda to persecute them. Salihu told correspondents of 

Newspapers that Amotekun is a great initiative if it would be deployed to fight 

crime justly and fairly, without making the herders the sole target. “Yes, there 

are criminals everywhere, and you cannot say all the Fulani herders are 

criminals. This is an initiative which, if well managed, would help in the 

security of the region. We are not against any initiative aimed at protecting the 

lives and property of residents and settlers in the South-West. We support it, but 

like I said, a particular ethnic group should not be stigmatized in the course of 
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carrying out their jobs. “I am convinced that if the officers of Amotekun do their 

job the way it should be done, the security of the region would improve.” 

The views of the Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF) has seen the security 

initiative as a duplication of responsibilities and misplaced   of priorities as cited 

by the National Publicity Secretary of the Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF), 

Muhammad Ibrahim Biu,  in interviews on 10th January, 2020 has cautioned the 

South Western State Governors against using it to intimidate political 

opponents. He said no amount of assurances given by the state’s governors to 

the contrary would assuage the fears of the people living within the South-West 

or any other region, particularly non-indigenes. He said establishing a regional 

security outfit like Operation Amotekun was a duplication of effort and 

misplacement of priorities. He said, “The fear being expressed by Nigerians 

over the Operation Amotekun security outfit, that it may be used as a political 

tool to intimidate political opponents, thereby heightening the insecurity 

situation is genuine, considering past experiences. He advised the states to 

collaborate with federal authorities to fashion out a constitutional means of 

providing adequate security to the citizenry. “The ACF is also apprehensive of 

the political undertones of setting up such regional security outfits like the 

Amotekun and its constitutional implications to the rule of law. “Furthermore, 

the ACF has a serious concern with likely conflict that may arise in operational 

jurisdiction between the Police and Amotekun. “In view of all these, the ACF 

hereby cautions against establishing regional security forces that may serve as 

a political tool and a drain on the lean resources of the states. Most states at the 

moment are in arrears of workers’ salaries and pensions, inadequate 

educational, health and other vital infrastructure that are begging for their 

attention,” he said. While appreciating the concern of the South-West over the 

insecurity situation in the region and other parts of the country, he noted that it 

is evident that the military and other security agencies are overstretched by the 

security challenges nationwide and all efforts aimed at taming the situation is 

welcomed. He added, “The idea of a regional security outfit may be good, in 

the sense that it may enhance better intelligence gathering and rapid response 

to criminality, considering that most of the personnel are indigenes of the state 

and also conversant with the terrain. “It will also complement the effort of the 

police to deal with the security challenges bedeviling the country. In 

establishing such security outfits, due process must be followed and backed by 
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an act “Presently, we have so many security outfits under the Federal 

Government, The Nigeria Police, and Civil Defense. DSS and other 

paramilitary organizations, all providing security covers to the citizens, but 

seriously overwhelmed. “In most cases, state governments render logistics and 

other operational assistance to federal security agencies at state levels. At the 

same time, the states establish and fund vigilante groups and traffic agencies.” 

A lawyer based in Akure, Femi Emodamori, said the Amotekun is not in conflict 

with Section 214 and 215 of the Constitution. According to him, Section 14 of 

the same Constitution stipulates that the security of lives and property of the 

citizens shall be the primary responsibility of every government. 

“Launching a security outfit is not necessarily operating a state police , 

particularly when the essence is to complement the efforts of the police,” Mr 

Emodamori said. 

 

He argued that by virtue of Section 20 of the Administration of Justice Act, 

every private citizen has the statutory power to arrest a criminal, and thereafter 

hand the suspect over to the police. According to him, the citizens have the duty 

to assist the police in the enforcement of law. 

“If the individual citizen has the right to do so, then they could also do so by 

forming a group,” the lawyer further argued. “Don’t forget that the Civilian 

Joint Task Force is joining the Nigerian military, another security agency to 

fight Boko Haram in a full blown war in a section of the country. That is a form 

of security to assist the security agencies.” 

 

He, however, cautioned that Amotekun should be supervised by the police and 

not be used to abuse citizens. 

A former Attorney General of Ondo State, Remi Olatumbora, told PREMIUM 

TIMES  on  11th January, 2020, that Amotekun offers another opportunity for 

the citizens to express their readiness to support the security agencies in the 

fight against crime. 

“Every Nigerian has a right to self defence and these individuals can come 

together to jointly exercise their right to self defence,” he said. “Each of these 

state governments represents their citizens in their own states. The right that 

each of these citizens in the states can exercise against invaders to their homes 

can be combined and exercised corporately.” 

https://www.npf.gov.ng/
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Mr Olatumbora said such corporate expression of the right to self defence 

epitomised in Amotekun has no conflict with the powers of the police. 

Meanwhile, allaying fears and other misgivings, the Commissioner for 

Information in Ekiti State, Muyiwa Olumilua, clarified that the Amotekun 

would not conflict with the constitutional roles of the police. 

According to him, “it is not going to be a regional or state police, but a 

structuring of the existing security outfits for the specific purpose of dealing 

with the indentified security challenges in the region”. 

He said it would be a holistic security outfit that would be involved in trans-

border, intra and inter-state security and would be composed of the regular 

police, the NSCDC, the Oodua People’s Congress (OPC) and the local vigilante 

groups. 

“We are not going to operate outside the Constitution and we are not creating 

a regional or state police, but it will be a more structured and effective force 

that would be result oriented,” Mr Olumilua said. 

 

The Youth group in Middle Belt the spokesman of the group   charade, on 11th 

January, 2020 tells Nigeria through interviews with Media Reporters of 

Vanguards that, Middle Belt not opposed to Amotekun The people of Benue 

State and the Middle Belt said they were not opposed to Amotekun. Vanguard 

gathered from a highly-placed source, who spoke on condition of anonymity 

that even before the Federal Government’s pronouncement on Amotekun, the 

Benue State government has not been averse to having a similar outfit in the 

Middle Belt. The source noted that such an outfit would only be possible in any 

part of the country where the state governments jointly agree to have it in place 

and that the governments of the Middle Belt zone are prepared to emulate the 

initiative. The source said: “You know that our zone has in the recent past 

suffered repeated attacks from armed herdsmen that left many dead, so having 

a similar outfit here will to a large extent complement the efforts of the 

conventional security organizations. “But it will only take the unity and 

agreement of the states that make up the Middle Belt to have such in our 

geopolitical zone, though, efforts were being made by various parties and 

groups in the states of the Middle Belt to forge a common front on the matter 

before the pronouncement by the Federal Government. “I must however, tell 

you that irrespective of the position of the Federal Government, states in the 
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Middle Belt will not relent in efforts to ensure that the security challenges in the 

zone are tackled headlong and a special joint operation similar to Amotekun 

may be in the cards. “Curiously, the Federal Government is not down with the 

initiative of the South West but states have vigilante groups and other forms of 

community security outfits which is just the same thing as the Amotekun they 

are kicking against. “Rather than discourage the people and governments of 

various states from taking steps to support the fight against insecurity, I would 

advise the Federal Government to support the initiative. After all, the essence is 

to tackle insuring in the country.”  

No going back on Amotekun —Meanwhile, Governor Akeredolu said: “We, 

the six South-West governors, are fully prepared to ensure that Operation 

Amotekun succeeds. “Amotekun is not a para-military outfit; the introduction 

of the security outfit is to complement the efforts of other security agencies. We 

are prepared to ensure Operation Amotekun succeeds.” Restating the need for 

the security outfit, Akeredolu said: “It is in our quest to further curtail the 

menace of kidnapping, banditry and other crimes in Ondo State and the entire 

South-West region that we launched Operation Amotekun. “It is one of the 

many solutions being proffered to our security challenges in Western Nigeria. 

“We want to assure you that the activities of the personnel working for the outfit 

will be monitored and streamlined along with their mandate of securing lives 

and property of people of Ondo State and entire Western Nigeria and it will not 

be used for political purposes.” Malami lacks power to ban it — Makinde Also, 

corroborating Akeredolu’s position, Governor Seyi Makinde of Oyo State, 

yesterday, berated the Federal Government’s action, saying the AGF lacks the 

power to ban the outfit. Speaking when he visited former President Olusegun 

Obasanjo at the Olusegun Obasanjo Presidential Library in Abeokuta, Ogun 

State, Makinde noted that it would be improper for the Attorney-General to 

outrightly condemn the constitutionality of “Amotekun” without due recourse 

to the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, particularly when his 

duties were only limited to interpreting laws. He said: “My position is that you 

don’t run a government on social media. If I see a letter or a call from the AGF 

telling me what he just said, then it will be a different reaction. But I have been 

reading it just like you read it on social media. I haven’t seen anything official 

to that effect. “I don’t think in a country like Nigeria, the AGF will just wake 

up and make his laws. He may interpret and advise the President on the issue. 
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“This outfit is to complement the efforts of the Nigerian Police and other 

security agencies in fighting insecurity in the South West region of the country,” 

he added. Nothing unique about it . 

 Fayemi Similarly, Governor Kayode Fayemi of Ekiti State, while speaking on 

a television programme, said the issue now should not be about whether Federal 

Government or governors can misuse Police or any security outfit. Explaining 

the logic behind the setting up of the security outfit, Fayemi said: “Did the 

Federal Government not misuse Police in 2014? I was a sitting governor, I had 

immunity; I was assaulted. Go to history books. What we should be talking 

about is how to make sure the security institution is accountable within the 

frameworks of democratic control. “It is not about whether the Federal 

Government or governors can misuse Police. Power unrestrained is always 

misused. That different initiatives are springing up, points to the fact that 

citizens are not happy with the security situation in the land. “Governors have 

a duty and responsibility that are spelt out in the constitution: The security and 

welfare of the citizens should be their number one priority. “So, if people in my 

area of jurisdiction are saying: we don’t know what you are doing’. Should 

something not be done? We are funding Police, we are buying vehicles, we are 

buying security gadgets, we are paying allowances, yet we don’t get enough 

security. “There is nothing unique about what we have done. I am glad that 

Governor Simon Lalong said: “We haven’t seen the details of what you are 

doing but we are working on a similar arrangement in our area.” Amotekun has 

come to stay.(Imobighe,201) 

 Soyinka Backing the initiative, Professor Soyinka said that Amotekun has 

come to stay irrespective of Federal Government’s opposition on the outfit. 

Addressing newsmen at Freedom Park in Lagos, Soyinka lampooned the 

Federal Government, noting that no serious government will object to such 

initiative. He said: “This has been the result of the consciousness by the people 

of this region. These governors met, looked seriously at the menace, examined 

its antecedents. They’re elected representatives and they came up with this 

solution, Amotekun. “Amotekun is a result of meetings to curb the menace in 

the region; and now some people who have been sleeping all this time, taking 

belated actions in many directions, watched the citizens of this nation being 

decimated, villages being wiped out, farmers being chased off their lands, not 

merely in the North, but West and down South to the East in Enugu. They are 
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now coming to tell us that this initiative is illegal, unconstitutional. “I think they 

should go back to sleep. There may be concerns here and there; it is normal 

because of the fear that this might be misused but there are provisions for 

correction. But to come and say that people do not have a right to defend their 

lives, to secure their means of livelihood, to flush out the evil elements among 

themselves, I am talking about ritual killers, kidnappers, armed robbers, 

419ners, in other words, to pick up the slacks which exiting security units have 

been unable to fulfill. “I consider this enemy action, unpatriotic, inhuman. I 

prefer to believe that the government itself has not spoken, I refuse to believe 

that any serious government which cares for its citizenry will object to this kind 

of initiative.” “But whether they raise it or not, Amotekun has come to stay. 

Amotekun is a creation of people about humanity, not about legalism.” He also 

tasked the South-West governors to come up with a proactive initiative to end 

hunger in the region. His words: “Amotekun is only a part of the story, we all 

know the criminality that derives from many causes, among them are poverty, 

hunger, desperation, sense of alienation. So, Amotekun should not be crime 

prevention or the only solution to insecurity and criminality, there has to be also 

social actions, proactive initiatives to save our impoverished people. “We 

should move from Amotekun to Awosikun, both should be complementary. In 

other words, we should start thinking in terms of how to feed our people, we 

must think outside the normal parameters of productivity and distribution.” 

“Hunger is real, poverty is real, it’s very much with us and it’s reaching a critical 

mass. So, we should start thinking of soup kitchens as obtained in other parts of 

the world, involving the millionaires, billionaires among us to contribute to the 

coffers of our state governments to establish these temporary agencies of 

amelioration of the condition of our people. “I don’t want to use the expression 

of stomach infrastructure that has a bad odour. For those who promoted it; we 

know whose stomachs they were looking after, so I prefer just ‘Awosikun (food 

preparation) to end criminality once and for all in our communities.”(Dokunbo, 

2019) 

Also speaking, chairman of NCEF, Chief Asemota insisted that the South-West 

governors have a right to protect their land, just as he called on the Federal 

Government to go to court. Aseomta said: “The Federal Government itself can 

go to court, both parties put up arguments and thereafter, the court will decide 

what the majority of Nigerians want.” SANs back South West Govs Also giving 
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support to the initiative, former President, Nigerian Bar Association, NBA, Dr. 

Olisa Agbakoba, SAN, and Mr Femi Falana, SAN, yesterday, said that the 

South-West governors have done no wrong. They said governors do not have 

to consult with the Attorney-General of the Federation before taking security 

measures to protect their states. They spoke, yesterday, at the 16th Chief Gani 

Fawehinmi Annual Lecture/Symposium (Fawehinmiism) organised by 

Nigerian Bar Association, NBA, Ikeja Branch in Lagos. Agbakoba, guest 

speaker at the event, said no one has the power to overrun the constitution. He 

said: “What they are doing is not policing but security measures. The Inspector-

General of Police was involved when they started but I don’t know what 

happened and he backed out. Maybe they had a re-think.” Agbakoba said the 

constitution being operated in the country gave the governors wide and 

enormous powers which he noted they have not exhausted. He said: “We all 

need to have the Gani spirit. Maybe, the association of Attorney Generals would 

need to go to court on the matter to determine who is wrong. “We need to lower 

the temperature of the language. We need to convince our Northern brothers 

that restructuring will not break Nigeria but that it will benefit everybody, that 

it will make the regions more powerful and independent.” Falana, described 

Malami’s position on Amotekun as discriminatory, noting that northern states 

were operating similar security outfits such as the Hisbah Corps and the Civilian 

Joint Task Force. Falana said, “In the North-East region, particularly Yobe and 

Borno, there is a civilian JTF, well-armed; and sometimes when the soldiers are 

afraid they ask the civilian JTF to go and confront Boko Haram. “In Kano and 

Sokoto, you have Hisbah. Three weeks ago, Hisbah in Zamfara arrested a 

policeman; they said the policeman was caught in a hotel with three women and 

they said that was an abomination. “The point I’m making is that the Nigerian 

state has collapsed; we are deceiving ourselves. What the (South-West) 

governors are doing is not more than the Neighbourhood Watch in Lagos. The 

only prohibition against any kind of group is in Section 227 of the Constitution 

– Nobody shall set up a military wing for political reasons.” Falana said if an 

individual could apply for a licence to bear arms, he saw no reason why a state 

governor could not apply for firearms for local security arrangements. Ignore 

AGF’s position, Aare Adams tells govs On his part, the Aare Ona Kakanfo of 

Yoruba land, Iba Adams, described the AGF’s letter on Amotekun as 

disturbing, saying he (Malami) is only an Attorney-General and not a court of 
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law. In a letter entitled: Protest over your illegal order to South-West governors, 

Iba Adams described Amotekun as an initiative to defend the South-West. 

Adams said: “I find disturbing your statement of January 14, 2020, declaring 

the security initiative of South-West governors ‘Amotekun’ as illegal. “You 

also threatened that the full course of the law will be applied to anybody 

promoting the Amotekun security initiative. Maybe you have forgotten. I need 

to remind you that you are the Attorney-General of the country, not a section of 

the country. “So, your outburst against the governors who were elected, not 

selected or appointed is against the spirit of the 1999 Constitution (as amended). 

The right to life is universal and no government can legislate against that. I don’t 

need to bother you about killings, kidnappings, banditry and other criminal 

vices in the South-West recently. “ 

A legal practitioner in Osogbo, the Osun State capital in an interview with Press 

on 11th January, 2020 ,  highlighted that the statement credited to Malami on the 

formation of Amotekun was not only politically irresponsible but also lacks 

legal stamina in the contest of the subject matter. 

He said those sections of the constitution Malami cited did not envisage a 

security outfit like Amotekun. 

“While item 17 of the schedule 2 of the constitution talks about 

defence, and places the responsibility of protecting the 

territorial integrity of Nigeria in the hands of the military, item 

45 saddles the police and other paramilitary organisations 

with the responsibilities of overseeing the internal security 

architecture of Nigeria. 

“None of the section of the constitution cited talks about 

security as a concept, which was explicitly enunciated in 

section 14, subsection 2b of the constitution, where security 

and welfare of the citizenry are being said to be the primary 

obligation of the government. 

“Going by the federal system of administration in Nigeria, by 

‘Government ‘the constitution envisages both the Federal 

government and the federating units. 

“Therefore, state governors, as Chief Security Officers of their 

various states have the prerogative of fine-tuning alternative 
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ways of protecting lives and property in their domains without 

breaching the constitution. 

“The Minister of Justice should get his facts right and reverse 

himself on the issue”, he said. 

 

Also, a senior lecturer in the Department of Sociology at the Obafemi Awolowo 

University, Ile-Ife, Dr Adebisi Oyelakin has berated the Federal government for 

what he termed ” politicisation of security “. 

He said it is natural and expedient for people to come up with better ways of 

securing their lives and property, adding that the statement made by Malami 

signalled certain parochial and sectional interests. 

Oyelakin called on the governors of the South West to be resolute and do the 

needful in the aspect of giving necessary legal backing to the security outfit. 

In the same vein, a retired police officer, and community leader at Ikirun, in 

Boripe Local Government Area of the state, Mr Sesan Oladeji called on 

President Muhammadu Buhari to call the Minister of Justice to order. 

He argued that such sensitive issue like security should not be politicised in the 

manner the issue of Amotekun has been twisted. 

The retired security officer added that Nigeria can only survive its present 

security challenges through effective community policing. 

Meanwhile, the governor of Osun State, Mr Gboyega Oyetola has cautioned 

residents of the state against giving religious colouration to the issue of 

Amotekun, as he described the initiative as a welcome development. 

This was contained in a press statement signed by his media aide, Mr Ismail 

Omipidan, a copy of which was sent to our Correspondent on Wednesday. 

“To politicise the concept of Amotekun on the altar of religion 

and ethnicity will be unhealthy, dangerous and 

counterproductive. 

“Amotekun is a collective response by the South West region 

to the spate of armed banditry, rape, kidnapping, and other 

violent crimes that suddenly became a past time in the South 

West. 

“To, therefore, claim that it is an agenda against a particular 

faith or adherents of a particular religion is not only 

preposterous but also in bad taste. 
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“Kidnapping, rape and armed banditry have no religion and 

know no tribe or ethnicity. 

“For the records, no recruitment has been carried out so far, 

especially in our dear State of Osun. So, rather than constitute 

ourselves into opposing a project we all clamoured for in 

response to existential threats for which some of the governors 

in the region have been called out and vilified in the past, we 

should rally support for Amotekun by coming up with 

strategies to fine-tune it with a view to bridging any 

communication gap between the Federal Government and the 

South West Governors over it. 

“Section 14 (2) (b) of the 1999 Constitution (as amended) is 

clear that the security of lives and property of citizens as well 

as their welfare is the primary purpose and responsibility of 

government, be it state or federal. 

“The State of Osun is committed to protecting its citizens; and 

every reasonable and responsible Osun indigene must join our 

collective resolve as a government to protect our citizens and 

their property”, the statement read. 

 

A former Nigerian military ruler, Ibrahim Babangida, has criticized the 

recent setting up of the South-west regional security initiative, Amotekun, 

saying it is not sustainable. 

Mr Babangida commended the initiative but faulted its sustainability even 

though many Nigerians have said the initiative is an appropriate solution to the 

country’s security challenges. 

He said the governors may not be able to foot the needed expenses for this new 

security outfit on the long run. 

“They must equip them, you must pay them salaries. You must 

give them all the welfare they need. That is going to be a 

problem for the states. Where will they get the money to foot 

those bills? 

“If they have succeeded in convincing the federal government 

to put out some part of the revenue for the purposes of that, I 

can understand that, but if they take it on themselves, it is going 
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to be a problem,” the ex-military president said Monday night 

13th January, 2020   during an interview programme, 

Newsnight, on Channels Television. 

He described the initiative as an “overstretch of security 

functions” and suggested the revitalization of the existing 

security forces in the country. 

“What we need to do is to have a closer look. We have a lot of 

security outfits; we have the army, the mobile police, the 

National Defence security, we have a whole load of them. I 

think they should be assigned specific responsibilities to lessen 

the financial burden this initiative would cost the government 

of the states in the long run,” Mr Babangida, who annulled the 

June 12, 1993, presidential poll, said. 

 

Mr Babangida also dismissed the federal government’s claim of winning the 

war against insurgency as he quoted the recent complaints of a governor from 

the region. 

“I think a lot needs to be done, quite frankly, because if what 

we read in the papers or listen to on radio are true, there are 

still some challenges in most of these areas assumed to be 

security stabilized. 

“What they need to do is to get a lot of intelligence information. 

It looks to me that there are people who are thinking for the 

insurgents. We need to find out who are thinking for them, who 

are leading them, and who are supplying them weapons and 

ammunition to put a stop to this. That is probably the way I 

assess it,” Mr Babangida said. 

Mr Babangida, in the same interview, said Nigeria has done well even though 

its choice of leadership in this democratic dispensation still left much to be 

desired. 

He said Nigerians need a reorientation of what politics is, to be able to select 

leaders beyond political or ethnic affiliations. 

“The unity we sowed from fighting to remain united, we didn’t 

do much in trying to get people to indoctrinate them through 

political interactions. So, the moment we reintroduced politics, 

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/370445-were-winning-boko-haram-war-nigerian-govt-insists.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/370445-were-winning-boko-haram-war-nigerian-govt-insists.html
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the first thing that came to our mind was what political parties 

or political system used to be before the civil war. We saw that 

as a starting point, and once we see that we could hardly 

change it,” he said. 

Mr Babangida said for Nigeria to remain united, “Nigerians 

must ensure the selection of leaders with convincing visions for 

the masses at different levels of governance.” 

“The whole thing depends on the leadership selection; one of 

the things I would have loved to see is if you want to pick a 

leader, you should be able to assess his thoughts about the 

country, the unity, (that) he will not jeopardise it, try to use 

everything within his powers legitimately to make sure that the 

country remains one. 

“Our selection of leadership is the most important thing; 

political, military and economic leadership. Once this is 

strong, and everybody in this sector believes in this country, I 

think we won’t have a problem,” he said 

 

Security Issues should be Priority Agenda of Any Governments 

The issue of security has taken center stage in the contemporary international 

system. Continents, regions, states, etc are all battling directly and indirectly to 

improve their direct domestic and international security status. Security 

unavoidably stands as a major policy challenge to decision makers as well as 

communities and groups around the globe. This is so because the concept of 

security remains a complex phenomenon that unarguably require not just 

counter-measures to deal with but concrete preventive and resilient decisions to 

manage in order to avoid loss of lives and properties. It therefore follows that 

security requires not only the physical protection from existing harm, but also 

the establishment of resilient socio-political and economic structures to deal 

with its complexity. In this era of globalization, growing interdependence 

because of uncertainties in security has given it a new meaning, scope, 

perspective and dimension. (Bassey,2018) 

The Center for Crisis and Conflict Management (CCCM ) on 12-19 December, 

2019 has conducted Field interviews to some respondents that express their 

views over the insecurity situations in different parts of Nigeria. 



180  africascholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 2019 

 
 

Onubogu: Nigeria’s top priority should be national unity. All the conflicts that 

affect Nigeria, whether it is Boko Haram, farmer-herder violence, or sectarian 

violence in Biafra and the Niger Delta, are rooted in the country’s deepening 

divisions. The use of inflammatory rhetoric during campaigns is one indicator 

of these widening cleavages. It also underscores the willingness of some 

political leaders to exacerbate grievances for political purposes. Nigeria sits on 

many fault lines—regional, religious, and ethnic—and it will be critical for the 

next administration to bring communities together, advance reconciliation and 

local development, and promote policies of inclusion. Citizens have become 

much more knowledgeable about the electoral process and better skilled and 

resourced in agitating for political change. Nigerians will have an important role 

to play in holding the next administration accountable and ensuring that it 

prioritizes national unity and social cohesion. Since 1999, citizens have become 

much more knowledgeable about the electoral process and better skilled and 

resourced in agitating for political change. The number of political parties that 

participated in the 2019 election, coupled with the enthusiasm that we saw on 

the ground and the vigorous campaigns, indicates that Nigerians are capable of 

focusing on important issues and pressing their demands. This makes me 

optimistic that civil society can emerge as a strong voice to articulate priorities 

and keep the government on its toes. 

Wapmuk: This government should prioritize the threats posed by Boko Haram 

terrorism, escalating farmer-herder conflicts, and the growing spate of 

kidnappings, armed robberies, religious clashes, and the proliferation of small 

arms. None of these threats are new, but their intensity and frequency appear to 

have increased in recent years. The government also needs to pay attention to 

the spread of ethnic-based militias, vigilante groups, and separatist movements 

that have continued to afflict Nigeria since democratic rule returned in 1999. 

Some groups of note include the O’odua People’s Congress (OPC), Arewa 

People’s Congress (APC), Igbo People’s Congress (IPC), and Movement for 

the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP), Niger Delta People’s Volunteer 

Force (NDPVF), and the Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State 

of Biafra (MASSOB). The sectarian violence perpetrated by these and other 

groups represent grave threats to national security, even though Boko Haram 

tends to dominate the news. 
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Duerksen: This  administration has face several acute security challenges, 

including the ongoing Boko Haram insurgency in the northeast, Fulani 

herdsmen attacks in the Middle Belt states (particularly Benue, Plateau, 

Kaduna, and Taraba), and the activities of rebel groups (including the Niger 

Delta Avengers and Biafra separatists) in the south and southeast. I view these 

as Nigeria’s top priorities because of the daily violence and terror these groups 

inflict and because they pose existential threats to Nigerian sovereignty. 

However, these issues have arisen and festered as a result of long-term structural 

factors, particularly extreme poverty and a lack of education opportunities. 

Nearly half of Nigeria’s 190 million citizens live on less than $1.90 a day, 

despite the country’s $2,000 GDP per capita. About 10 million children are out 

of school in Nigeria, more than in any other country in the world. These 

challenges are rooted in an enduring lack of accountability and inclusivity in 

the Nigerian state, its heavily oil-dependent economy, and rampant impunity. 

The land grabs by powerful Lagos families, reported killings of Shiite marchers 

in Abuja by the Presidential Guard Brigade, and rampant embezzlement in the 

military are a few examples of what can go wrong when impunity is allowed to 

continue. Addressing graft and impunity at the highest levels of the government, 

military, and civil service, redistributing funds, and reinvigorating fundamental 

rights for the people of Nigeria should be the top security priorities for the next 

administration. 

Yoroms: The farmer-herder violence has not been handled well, and it seems 

there is no strategy in place. If we compound this with the ongoing Boko Haram 

violence and the growing spate of kidnappings and political killings, it becomes 

clear that the next government will have a lot on its plate. Nigeria’s next 

administration will need to undertake serious political and security reforms and 

forge closer regional security cooperation. It will also need international 

support. Defense and security sector reform should underpin the needed 

revitalization. All efforts that have been undertaken in this regard since 1991 

have been mere window dressing, and this partly explains the rampant graft in 

the sector, cases of indiscipline, and abuse of human rights, especially during 

security operations. 

Duerksen: Urban density has meant better access to health and education 

services for many, yet the emerging threats associated with rapid urbanization 

have often been overlooked. Nearly every acute security challenge in Nigeria 
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has been exacerbated by urban conditions. Boko Haram has targeted vulnerable 

urban markets and bus depots in Maiduguri and Abuja. Crowded cities like Port 

Harcourt and Lagos present tactical challenges to addressing outbursts of 

secessionist and sectarian violence. Peri-urban sprawl in the Middle Belt has 

impinged on Fulani grazing lands. Nigeria’s housing deficit is at least 17 million 

units (affecting over 70 million Nigerians), with many other residents in cities 

like Lagos living in inadequate or insecure shelter. Numerous studies have 

connected the importance of adequate shelter to the life outcomes of children, 

making housing insecurity a critically overlooked threat in a country with 90 

million people under the age of 14. 

Wapmuk: The farmer-herder violence has not received enough attention. 

Migrations by Fulani herdsmen from the north to the south are increasingly 

difficult due to depleted grazing lands, growing populations, and the rapid 

growth of farming settlements along established cattle routes. Herders are also 

spending more time in wetlands and opting to establish permanent settlements, 

which often bring them into conflict with other communities. The massive 

population displacements resulting from these conflicts has created another 

threat, that of food insecurity. The government’s policy is to reduce the food 

import bill and diversify the economy, but it has yet to appreciate the full impact 

of the farmer-herder violence on food production. One study notes that Nigeria 

loses $13.7 billion in revenue annually due to farmer-herder conflicts in Benue, 

Kaduna, Nasarawa, and Plateau states, costing these four states on average 47 

percent of their internally generated revenues, mostly from agriculture. 

Nigeria’s farmer-herder violence simply cannot be ignored anymore. 

Yoroms: More than 1,300 Nigerians died from the farmer-herder conflicts in 

the first half of 2018. While considerably more prominence is given to the Boko 

Haram menace, more attention needs to be paid to addressing farmer-herder 

tensions. The Boko Haram insurgency has also overshadowed other deadly 

groups such as those in the Niger Delta, as well as a host of other armed groups, 

including those demanding secession. This administration should make police 

reform a priority within the larger defense and security sector review. 

Onubogu: In the past decade, we have witnessed the steady erosion of Nigeria’s 

policing capacity as the government has mostly relied on the military to respond 

to conflicts. This could emerge as a threat to whole-of-government efficiency 

in providing security. The persistence of the Boko Haram insurgency has meant 

https://africacenter.org/spotlight/africas-unresolved-conflicts-a-key-driver-of-food-insecurity/
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/africas-unresolved-conflicts-a-key-driver-of-food-insecurity/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/west-africa/nigeria/252-herders-against-farmers-nigerias-expanding-deadly-conflict
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that the armed forces are overstretched, and yet they are also being used in roles 

and functions normally reserved for the police. Typically, the military will push 

out Boko Haram militants from an area, but local police forces are inadequate 

in securing these communities and re-establishing rule of law. Community 

policing should have been integrated into the larger counterinsurgency effort, 

but instead, vigilante groups have been created to fight alongside the military. 

This administration should make police reform a priority within the larger 

defense and security sector review. Attention also needs to be given to 

strengthening the police and improving coordination between the police and the 

military. 

Ogbozor: Food insecurity should be a priority, as the Middle Belt (Nigeria’s 

food basket) continues to be hit by farmer-herder violence. The lack of trust in 

the government should be addressed as part of the security sector reform 

process. This should also include a commitment by senior leaders to rededicate 

them to governing responsibly and ethically. During the run-up to the elections 

many Nigerians were alarmed by a series of controversial executive branch 

actions. One was the removal of the chief justice and his replacement by an 

Islamic law scholar. Another was the appointment of a close relative of the 

president to head the electoral commission. Yet another was a directive that 

required results from the polling stations to be transported to collection centers 

by road, rather than through technology as demanded by the House of 

Representatives. Such actions erode public confidence in government and are a 

source of instability. This government can strengthen stability by respecting 

checks and balances on the executive branch. 

Wapmuk: A comprehensive review and restructuring of the entire security 

architecture is warranted. A far-reaching and inclusive security review should 

help address the persistent problems of mismanagement, politicization, and 

impunity. It will also create an enabling environment for military personnel to 

be well-equipped and motivated and for different government departments to 

develop more effective interagency collaboration. The farmer-herder conflicts 

will require broader and more innovative solutions. It is no longer fashionable 

to move cattle from one part of the country to another in search of pasture. 

Ranching has long emerged as a practice in other parts of the world, where cattle 

owners make more money. Farmers can produce feed for the Fulani herders to 

buy at reasonable prices and also purchase meat and dairy products so as to 

https://www.cfr.org/blog/nigerian-police-are-desperate-need-reform
https://africacenter.org/publication/governance-accountability-security-nigeria-html/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/risk-resilience-advancing-food-and-nutrition-security-nigeria-through-feed-future-0
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create economic interdependencies. This government will also have to work 

more intensively with neighboring countries to address cross-border threats. 

Onubogu: The next government will face the immediate challenge of ensuring 

peace in the governor and state assembly elections that will be held after the 

presidential polls. These are going to be heated elections, as local governments 

in Nigeria have tremendous power and access to resources. The government 

will need to quickly organize itself to replicate the peace pacts that have been 

signed at the national level to ensure that they are adhered to by all aspiring 

candidates. The international community should also be proactive in ensuring 

that the same messages they sent to the presidential candidates also reach the 

governors. Nearly every acute security challenge in Nigeria has been 

exacerbated by urban conditions. 

Duerksen: Addressing and prioritizing urbanization as a component of national 

security is a change in approach the next administration should consider. 

Currently there is neither a federal agency nor ministry that directly oversees 

urban development. Empowering a new or existing arm of government to 

approach urbanization as a security challenge could help Nigeria identify and 

address specific aspects of urbanization tied to both violent and structural 

security challenges. This would allow for better mobilization of resources to 

tackle urbanization challenges in proportion to the significant and rising level 

of threat that they constitute. There is little to no coordination between Nigerian 

cities in tackling shared security threats and in tracking criminal and terrorist 

networks operating between them. A centralized agency could enable a more 

sophisticated approach to hampering corruption (money laundering via urban 

real estate) and terrorist groups’ finances, recruitment, and communication 

strategies. 

 

Amotekun and 5 controversies surrounding South-west security outfit. 

Amotekun was launched as regional security outfit for the South-West states on 

9th January, 2020, Amotekun has become a popular subject almost every 

Nigerian can say something about due to the many controversies surrounding 

it. On Thursday, January 9, 2020, the governments of Oyo, Osun, Lagos, Ondo, 

Ekiti and Ogun converged in Ibadan to launch the South-West Security Network 

better known as Operation Amotekun. 

https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/operation-amotekun-7-things-to-know-about-southwests-security-force/jpd0wz1
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Few days after the launch, the purpose of the security outfit drowned amid 

controversies, as Amotekun, which was originally a regional intervention to the 

many security challenges controversially became a conundrum the federal 

government needs to solve. 

These are five controversies that have trailed the regional security outfit. 

1. The governors’ perceived body language 

Prior to the formal launch of this security initiative in Ibadan, there 

were insinuations that not all of the six governors were in support of 

the idea. These claims were given more credence when the security 

outfit was finally launched. 

Amotekun is believed to be the conception of Ogun, Oyo, Ekiti, 

Ondo, Lagos and Osun state governments. Considering the 

importance and purpose of the outfit, it was expected that all the 

governors would be in Ibadan for its inauguration, but that was not 

the case. Out of the six governors, only three were present for the 

inauguration. Governors Babajide Sanwo-Olu of Lagos, 

Adegboyega Oyetola of Osun and Dapo Abiodun of Ogun State did 

not show up. While Abiodun and Oyetola were represented by their 

deputies, no representative was sent by the Lagos state government 

to the inauguration ceremony. 

2. Legality issue 

The major controversy that unsettled the security initiative blew in 

from the Federal Capital Territory. Almost immediately after the 

governors launched the security outfit, the Federal Government 

through the Attorney General of the Federation, Abubakar Malami 

declared it illegal. The FG also ordered the police to arrest Amotekun 

operatives because their operation is deemed illegal. The Federal 

Government’s position has changed the whole narrative about 

Amotekun. At the moment, the legality of the outfit is at the front 

burner of discussions, while the purpose for which the security outfit 

was established seems to have been relegated. 

3. Alleged Christianization of Amotekun 

MURIC's Director, Prof. Ishaq Akintola accuses South-west 

governors of Christianizing Amotekun. In interviews with Punch 

Newspaper 13th January, 2020 has cited that: accusing the south-

https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/muric-accuses-south-west-governors-of-turning-amotekun-into-christian-militia/7l9pn3z
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west governors — five of whom are Christians — of turning 

Amotekun into a “crusader militia”. 

One of the reasons Akintola gave is that the ongoing recruitment into 

the security outfit has mandated applicants to submit birth certificates 

registered only in churches. 

4. Alleged recruitment of political thugs 

Like MURIC, a faction of Odua People Congress (OPC) has also 

accused south-west governors of recruiting political thugs for 

Amotekun. 

In a statement on Wednesday, January 8, 2020, Prince Osibote, the 

President of OPC worldwide said, “What the South-west governors 

are doing now is far from the Operation Amotekun that we suggested. 

They are recruiting their political thugs and people of questionable 

character, largely from the pool of the National Union of Road 

Transport Workers (NURTW). 

5. Tinubu’s 'disturbing' silence 

Since Amotekun became a controversial subject that attracts 

headlines in national dailies, the national leader of the ruling All 

Progressives Congress (APC), Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu has 

remained tight-lipped on the matter. 

Tinubu’s deafening silence on Amotekun is in itself a controversial 

stance as Yoruba leaders and groups have been prodding him to say 

his mind about Operation Amotekun and the Federal Government’s 

position on the outfit. 

 

Negotiation between Federal Government and South West Elders: 

To agree on legal framework for regional security network 

The federal government and governors from the South-west Thursday 23th, 

January, 2020 meet to find a political solution to the growing rift over the 

regional security outfit, Amotekun. 

They both agreed to develop a legal framework for the outfit, whose launch has 

pitted the people of the region against the federal government, especially in the 

wake of the declaration by the Attorney-General of the Federation and Minister 

of Justice, Mr. Abubakar Malami (SAN), that it is illegal. 

https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/muric-accuses-south-west-governors-of-turning-amotekun-into-christian-militia/7l9pn3z
https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/youll-never-be-president-yoruba-elders-attack-tinubu-for-refusing-to-speak-up-on/sgpjkyr
https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/youll-never-be-president-yoruba-elders-attack-tinubu-for-refusing-to-speak-up-on/sgpjkyr
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They also agreed that the regional security network would have to be aligned 

with the federal government’s community policing policy. 

Malami the Attorney General of the Federation and Minister of Justice had 

insisted during the meeting that any security arrangement not supported by law 

remained illegal. 

But speakers of Houses of Assembly in the geo-political zone rallied behind the 

Western Nigeria Security Network (WNSN), code named Amotekun, pledging 

to give it legislative approval. 

Rising from a two-hour meeting, presided over by Vice President Yemi 

Osinbajo at the State House, Abuja, Chairman of the South-west Governors’ 

Forum and Ondo State Governor, Mr. Rotimi Akeredolu (SAN), said they had 

a fruitful discussion and agreed on the way forward. 

According to him, nobody ever attempted to stop Amotekun and described it as 

a form of community policing. 

He dismissed insinuations that discussions were not held with the Inspector 

General of Police, Mr. Mohammed Adamu, before the launch. 

Akeredolu said he had earlier stated that political solution would eventually be 

found to the controversy generated by the advent of Amotekun, adding that what 

happened during the meeting was a fulfillment of the declaration. 

“Well, we had a very fruitful discussion. Governors of South-

west as you know, we were all there. The meeting was presided 

over by the vice president. The Attorney-General of the 

Federation was there as well as the Inspector General of Police. 

“So, we have rubbed minds (sic) and all of us have agreed on 

the way forward. The most important one is that we are going 

to have a legal framework to back this Amotekun. And this legal 

framework is going to be one which we is going to look at and 

will be sure to go without any hindrance,” he said. 

Asked  if the agreement meant that Amotekun would not function 

for now, Akeredolu said: “No. What I believe is our resolution 

is that Amotekun is there. You know the federal government is 

starting community policing. In essence really, it is about 

community. So, we are going to work together to see the 

community policing and Amotekun work.” 
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On whether lack of consultations fuelled the controversy, which 

trailed the launch of Amotekun, he said: “No. No. No. There 

were consultations. Don’t say there were no consultations. 

There were consultations because we held discussions with the 

IG then and what has developed is what has led to this; not that 

there were no consultations. 

“We just felt that with all this noise outside, it is better for us to 

sit down. Remember that immediately the noise started, I said 

that we are going to explore political solution and all of us are 

here. My colleague, the deputy governor of Oyo, who is of the 

PDP, all of us is here. So, we have looked at this solution to it 

now; both political and legal solutions to it and all of us will do 

it.” 

He disagreed with the perception that the federal government 

wanted to stop Amotekun. 

“No, the government is not trying to stop it. The Attorney-

General has spoken on that. I’m sure you have all read the 

statement that he was misinterpreted. So, it’s so clear. There 

was no time that government wanted to stop Amotekun and the 

AGF having spoken, it’s all about us. So, there is no problem,” 

he said. 

 

Osinbajo was believed to have been assigned by the federal government to reach 

an accord with the governors on the way forward for the network. 

The  meeting was attended by three South-west governors and three deputy 

governors. 

Present at the meeting were Governors Kayode Fayemi (Ekiti), Rotimi 

Akeredolu (Ondo) and Gboyega Oyetola (Osun) while their counterparts in 

Lagos, Oyo and Ogun were represented by their deputies. 

A statement issued by the  Vice President  Osinbajo’s spokesman, Mr. Laolu 

Akande, said his principal met with the South-west governors, the AGF and the 

IG, at the instance of the governors whom he said had requested to see President 

Muhammadu Buhari over the controversy surrounding Amotekun. 

Akande said following the president’s non-availability, he asked his deputy to 

preside over the meeting. 
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He said: “The meeting was very fruitful and unanimous 

resolutions were made on the way forward. Having regard to the 

need for all hands to be on deck in addressing the security 

concerns across the country, it was agreed that the structure of 

Amotekun should also align with the community policing 

strategy of the federal government. 

“It was also agreed that necessary legal instruments will be put 

in place by each of the states to give legal backing to the 

initiative and address all issues concerning the regulation of the 

security structure.” 

 

Conclusion 

It is an attestation of the failure of the current security system at bringing about 

the needed safety of lives and property in line with the fundamental objectives 

and principles of state policy as captured in Chapter II, Section 14(2b) of the 

Nigerian Constitution. 

The section states that “the security and welfare of the people shall be the 

primary purpose of government…” 

There is a consensus that the security challenges Nigerians face have become 

overwhelming to the government. From the clashes between herdsmen and 

farmers to the heartless ritual murders arising from the wanton cravings for 

filthy lucre, there is no restraint whatsoever. 

Armed robbery and kidnapping have become inseparable twins on the nation’s 

highways which have now been left only to the poor and hapless. 

Armed police operatives take their positions every 200 meters’ and the army 

and other security outfits interlock the highways in a bid to stem the tide. 

The approach is still porous. The people are yet to know safety in the midst of 

armed security men whose sight has become frightening to motorists parting 

with money at every checkpoint. 

 

Summary 

The Attorney General of the Federation was reported to have declared the 

regional community security outfit (Amotekun) illegal. The issue of Amotekun 

has two side its legality and the prompt responsibility of every government to 

act on Public Safety and Protection of property. There is no law in Nigeria 
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which prevents citizens from being able to secure their lives and properties but 

it must abide with the provision of existing laws that would back that actions. 

Indeed without protecting the right to life and property, no other right can be 

exercised as one has to be alive to enforce other rights as guaranteed in the 

Constitution. 

The Nigeria Police does not enjoy exclusive jurisdiction when it comes to the 

protection of lives and property. As a matter of fact, in many parts of Nigeria, 

various outfits such as Civilian JTF, Hisbah Police, Vigilantes have been 

performing the duty of protecting lives and properties but with state domestic 

laws at various state barking their operations. There is nowhere in the Police 

Act where a citizen is prohibited from being vigilant to protect his life or 

property either personally or together with other citizens. 

Citizens of Nigeria have always enjoyed a right to effect what is known as a 

citizen’s arrest where any person is found to have committed an offence before 

handover to the police for prosecution. In addition, private citizens also may in 

certain circumstances prosecute persons who have committed crimes. Thus in 

Part V of the Criminal Code Act S.275 which provides as follow: “it is lawful 

for any person who witnesses a breach of the peace to interfere to prevent the 

continuance or renewal of it, and to use such force as is reasonably necessary 

for such prevention and is reasonably proportioned to the danger to be 

apprehended from such continuance or renewal, and to detain any person who 

is committing or who is about to join in or to renew the breach of the peace for 

such time as may be reasonably necessary in order to give him into the custody 

of a peace officer or police officer…”. 

A communal reading of sections S.272/273 Criminal Code will reveal that: a 

person may arrest a person who has committed an offence and prevent his 

escape. 

Neither the constitution in Sections 214-216 nor the Police Act in Section 10 

gives the Police an exclusive duty to secure lives and properties. 

 

Recommendations 

The paper has suggested the following issues to be consider in resolving the 

lingering crisis between the Federal Government and Elders from South West 

over the establishment of Omotekun security outfit: 
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i. Continue debate and discussion between the Federal and other 

relevant stake holders in the South West to ensure all conflicting  

areas are address  to give the new security outfit  clear legal status 

ii. Each state involve in this security initiative of Amotekun should 

propose a bill in its respective jurisdiction to define the operation, 

funding, recruitment and how these men would relate with 

conventional security formation like Police, NSCDC, Army and 

DSSS to ensure no any  violation regarding to the constitutional 

responsibility of this security outfit. 

iii. The elders from South West must avoid playing with politics , 

religious differences or regionalism syndrome  in running this 

security out fit to either fight opponents, other ethnic groups for their 

own selfish interest this may escalate serious tension throughout the 

country. 

iv. Omotekun  operation must work in line with new policy of federal 

government over community policing to ensure collecting and 

gathering security information and addressing security issues at local 

communities level.      
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