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Abstract 
Nigeria no doubt is endowed with fascinating tourism potentials i.e. 

natural, historic, towns and highly diversified cultural resource which 

represents a people’s traditions, beliefs and lifestyles, festivals and 

ceremonies, vegetation and landscape. This study identified and assessed 

the heritage tourism potential of Nasarawa State, Nigeria as a way 

forward for sustainable tourism development in the state. Structured 

questionnaire, interview guide for key in-formats, documents and 

personal observation were used for data collection in the area of study 

target population. Stratified and purposive random sampling techniques 

were employed in the selected samples. Data collected were analyzed 

using simple percentages, tables, photographs and maps. The study 

findings mapped and identified heritage sites in the area of study for 

development. Also responses from the sampled population of study 

revealed benefits the local communities stands to reap if the heritage sites 

were developed among which are income generation from tourism 

businesses, conservation and protection of both flora and fauna and 

infrastructural development. However, from the study the researchers 

identified major problem that hinders heritage tourism development in the 

area of study, to include; the public lack of awareness, communication on 
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the significance of preservation of these heritage sites, negative human 

activity due to absences of strong legislations, infrastructural and funding 

problems. To overcome the identified problems and way forward the study 

recommends; that Nasarawa State Government should put in place 

workable institutional framework for tourism development in the State. 

There should be collaboration between Government, Non-Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs) and host communities for tourism development. 

Lastly, funding is the bedrock of any successful development as such 

government and stakeholders should provide adequate funds and support 

for this inexhaustible industry. 

 

Keywords: heritage resources, preservation, conservation, tourism, 

development.    

 

Introduction 
Tourism over the years has proven to 

be a surprisingly strong and resilient 

economic activity and a fundamental 

contributor to economic growth of 

nations by generating billions of 

dollars in exports and creating 

millions of jobs (Yusuff and Akinde, 

2015). 

Nigeria with a landmarks of about 

923.733sgkm2 is Africa’s most 

populous nation with about 

160million people as at year 2006 

census. Nigeria has over 250 ethnic 

groups and each of them is identified 

with a unique Heritage tourism. By 

implication, the diversities of 

Nigeria’s ethnic groups are 

manifestation of the environmental 

differences of the nationals that 

inhabit the land. Each state in Nigeria 

has distinctively unique and 

interesting Heritage resources to offer 

tourism demand. 

In Nigeria, tourism is will 

acknowledged as one of the fastest 

growing and important industries that 

can enhance economic growth and it 

has become one of the impetuses 

behind economic development effort 

in both urban and rural areas. 

(UNWTO, 2013, WTO, 2006) 

Tourism has become a key strategy to 

generate economic, social, and 

environmental benefits to 

communities, foster community 

development, and alleviate poverty. 

(Tijjani, 2005). However, Heritage 

tourism an aspect of tourism that relies 

more on using the natural and cultural 

relics of a people to promote tourism 
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in their area. For a better economic 

growth and sustainability. This aspect 

of tourism has proven more viable in Africa owing to its rich cultural and natural 

heritage. (Ugwu & Hgueye, 2004; Nwanko and Ukaegbu, 2011). 

Dieke, (2005) define tourism development as an incremental, long-term process 

used in the comprehensive sense to include economic, socio-cultural and 

environmental process and issues related to tourism. Dieke further explained 

that tourism development describes how tourism take place, identifies genetic 

problem as reflected in the regulatory framework response to the problem 

focusing on policy formulating, tourism planning and implementation of plans 

for three major components of tourism development. 

Nasarawa State is highly prospective for growth and development considering 

its endowed heritage resources, which are unique and interesting to pull tourist 

demand. Sadly, the heritage tourism of the state have been left underdeveloped 

over the years owing to ignorance and neglect. This lack of interest toward the 

rich heritage resources is unacceptable owing to the fact, federal government of 

Nigeria looking for ways of diversifying the economy from it long dependent 

in the oil industry. 

This situation above has raised questions in the existence, significance and 

development of heritage tourism in Nasarawa State, Nigeria. It is this basis, the 

researchers undertook the study on the way forward, developing heritage 

tourism in Nasarawa State Nigeria. 

 

Area of Study 

Nasarawa State, one of the 36 states in Nigeria was created on 1st October, 1996 

out of the present Plateau State. It is located at the North Central of Nigeria, lies 

in the Middle Belt region within latitude 80N to 90N and longitude 70C to 90E. 

Nasarawa State shares common borders with the Federal Capital Territory 

(FCT) Abuja on the West, Kaduna State on the North, Plateau and Taraba State 

on the East, and Benue and Kogi State in the South. 

The area of study was suitable because, Nasarawa State is endowed with 

numerous heritage resources, like Farin Ruwa waterfall in Wamba local 

government area, Eggon Hills and caves in Nasarawa Eggon, Nzeh Mada 

festival in Akwanga, Odu festival in Doma, Gbagyi Gbojum in Karu to Mention 

a few. 
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Map of the Study Area 

Figure 1: 

 
Source: FGN (2014) 

 

Figure 2: Map showing LGAs in Nasarawa State, Nigeria 

 
Source: NPC (2010) 
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Several factors have necessitated the geographical outlook of Nasarawa State, 

Nigeria. A major factor is climate. The state has a tropical rainy climate known 

as the wet season with distinct dry season in winter. The wet season prevail for 

a period of seven months, starts from the months of April and end in October. 

While the dry season starts from November and ends in the month of March. 

However, there is marked seasonal variation in temperature in the state as 

illustrated in figure 3. There is a gradual increase in temperature from January 

to March. The onset of rains in April ushers in a noticeable decline in 

temperature. (Akwa VL; Bimbo NL; Samarila K.J and Marcus N.D, 2007) 

 

Figure 3: Temperature Values for Nasarawa State 

 
Source: Akwa et al, (2007) 

 

There is also a noticeable increase in sunshine hours again by November; with 

its numerous natural gift in the Area of Study in the form of good relief, suitable 

climate, Nasarawa State, Nigeria definitely has the Heritage resources enough 

to attract both domestic and international travellers. 

 

Methodology 

The study was conducted in Nasarawa State, Nigeria to bring in focus major 

Heritage resources of the state for sustainable development. In view of this, 

quantitative and qualitative research approach was adapted. Survey design was 

the most appropriate methods through which the study obtained information. 

The research instrument employed here for data collection were structured 

questionnaire, interviews personal observation and documentaries. Stratified 

and purposive random sampling technique was used to assess the target 

population of the study who were deemed to be to be knowledgeable of the 

study. The target population include six local government areas; (Keana, 

Akwanga, Lafia, Wamba, Nasarawa, Doma and Nasarawa Eggon) where key 
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in-formats of palace chief of the of the local government, directors Ministry of 

Local government and chieftaincy affair Nasarawa State, Directors Ministry of 

Information, Culture and tourism, local government information and culture 

departments of the selected local government in the state and some local 

residents. 

A good understanding of the industry was key to the researchers’ in the personal 

observation and documented profiles of the heritage sites, which no doubt 

enriched the study. Data was analyzed using simple percentages, tables, bar 

charts and photographs. 

 

PRESENTATION OF DATA AND DISCUSSION 

The trappings, mapping and photographs of Heritage tourism resources in 

Nasarawa state, Nigeria our study area. Hence, the study’s major Heritage 

resources are hereby presented. 

 

KAROFI DYEING CENTRE (KDC) 

Karofi Dyeing Centre (KOC) is located near the Emir’s palace in Lafia, the 

State Capital of Nasarawa State Nigeria. According to history, (Sarki Karofi) 

KDC was established in 1867 and the dyeing activities formed part of the 

cultural traditions of the Kanuri people who settled in Lafia. Karofi is a Hausa 

word which mean a place where cloth-dyeing activities is done. Karofi Dyeing 

Centre in Lafia operates as a traditional skill of cloths dyeing art which is 

common in some parts of Nigeria. For examples, Kofar mata Dye pits in Kano, 

the famous Adire dyeing art in Abeokuta. The Karofi Dyeing Centre in Lafia is 

mostly operated by the workers who are to large extend members of the Karofi 

family. Their parents hand down the dyeing skills to their children. 
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Karofi Dyeing Centre in Lafia Nasarawa State Nigeria, if given the desire 

attention by government and stakeholders can serve as a source of communal 

enterprises, which could sustain the local government community and the state 

at large by providing self-employment alleviating poverty leading to over 

dependent on government as the case is today in Nigeria. 

 

Keana Salt Village 

There is the Keana salt village. Located in the Headquarters of the Keana Local 

Government Council. It is 67 kilometres away from the state Capital, Lafia. 

 
 

The Keana salt mining industry dates back to the twelth century when the salt 

discovery attracted human settlement in the aera. This is where you see Local 

technology in operation, a visit to the area shows that the industry is made up 

of huts with large pots and ridges laid out for mining of salt. Each of these huts 

belong to an individual whose acquisition or ownership is by inheritance. 
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NUMAN ROCK 

Numan Rocks/Hills is found at the outskirts of Andaha town and Akwanga 

Fadan Karshi Road in Akwanga Local Government Area of the State. 

 
 

The Rocks/Hills stands spectacular with striking peaks and sceneries. From top 

of the hills most part of the state and part of the Federal Capital Territory Abuja 

could be viewed. 

Legend and mysterious abound about the Numan Rocks/Hills. The place is good 

for mountaineering. 

ARA ROCKS 

Ara rock is located at Ara town, Nasarawa Local Goovernment Area of the 

State. It is found at about 12km away from Nasarawa town and about 220km 

away from Lafia the State Capital. The rock measures about 150 metres from 
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the ground surface. The Ara Rock, which stands magnificently as a tower facing 

the Ara town, is beautiful and fascinating in appearance.  

 

This rock attracts many people 

on a sightseeing visit to Ara 

town. Legends abound about 

the Ara rock. The settlers 

worship annually on top of the 

rock, which follows with a 

festival of cultural display. 

 

EGGON HILLS AND CAVES 

The Eggon Hills and caves are found in Nasarawa Eggon Local Government 

Area. They are range of hills over 300 metres at some peaks. They have the 

appearance of Kopjes and inselbegs. Apart from the striking beautiful scenery 

they offer, they have so many historical sites with settlements.  
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They also have geographical natural features and wildlife for tourism 

adventures. 

There are water springs and caves, which have great and interesting historical 

antecedents. The Eggon hills and caves environment recently has attracted both 

local and international visitors, for picnic, mountaineering, adventure, sight 

seeing, film makers and music directors. Based on our assessment, Eggon hill 

and caves environment has similar features like those of Obudu Ranch Resort 

in Obanliku Local Government Area of Cross River State Nigeria. There are 

beautiful and fascinating sports within the environment, among which are Sakpa 

Aren (Chief Palace); Awenshe Akuaden (Maiden of the settlement); forest, 

waterfall, caves, hills and mountains of different formation, wild animals and 

plants, shrines and historic relics.    

 

FARIN RUWA FALLS 

Farin ruwa waterfalls is found in Wamba Local Government Area of the State. 

It is located between the boundary of Bokkos and Wamba Local Government 

Area of Plateau and Nasarawa State respectively. 
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The Farin Ruwa falls is about 120 kilometers away from Lafia the State Capital 

and 30km away from Wamba the Local Government Headquarters. The nature 

and beauty of the fall is magnificent which is incomparable with any other in 

falls in Nigeria. This is because of its high level Falls, which is about 150 metres 

high and 50 metres wide. 

The force of its gushing water is so torrential that it could be mistaken for white 

smoke which earns it the name “Farin Ruwa” a literal translation of “White 

water” in Hausa. A golf course and block of challets is been propsed by the 

State Government. Farin Ruwa waterfall environment which the researcher 

preferred to name as “Farin Ruwa Nature Reserve” is no doubt tourist delight. 

 

PEPERUWA LAKE 

Peperuwa Lake is an elongated natural lake situated at the North-West of 

Assakio town in Lafia Local Government area of the State. it is about 50km 

away from Lafia the state Capital with 6km drive on Assakio Tunga Nupawa 

road. 

The Lake surface is estimated at over 7km at length and 3.8km wide at each 

point. The Peperuwa Lake is famous for water acquatics such as manatees, fish, 

hippopotamus, water ducks and geese. The surrounding is of thick beautiful 

vegetation with animals and reptiles. 

Tourism activities on the lake include boating, swimming, sport fishing, 

picnicking, game viewing and camping. A tourist Holiday resort is proposed for 

the lake by the State Government. 

 

LATE CAPTAIN MALONEY TOMB/HILLS 

Malony Hill is situated near Keffi. It 

has a beautiful site for camping and 

picnicking. On top of the hill a tourist 

is able to have a view of the entire 

Keffi town. 

The hill consists of the tomb of the 

late captain Malony, a colonialist who 

was a victim of resistance against 

colonial rule b the Keffi emirate. 
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OKU AKPA PICNIC CENTRE 

Oku-Akpa Rock formation are spectacular range of Rock formation formed 

along Nasarawa village – Udege – Loko road in Nasarawa Local Government 

area of the State. 

The area is suitable for picnicking, mountaineering, sport hunting, birds 

watching etc. 

 

UMAISHA RIVER BANK RESORT 

Umaisha is a town situated at the eastern part of Toto Local government Area 

of the State. The town is an old settlement since the 14th century and the 

inhabitants are the Igbiras, which are referred to here, as the Opanda Kingdom. 

Behind this settlement is a river that runs across into River Benue. The river at 

the months of December, April leaves a large surface of the sand reducing the 

water to a sizeable level suitable for water sport activities like swimming, 

fishing, regatta, diving and boating. This is usually organized by the Umaisha 

people in form of a festival to entertain and commemorate their cultural heritage 

in their annual cultural festival tagged “Ogani fishing and cultural festival”. 

Umaisha river bank resort is about 40km away from Toto Local government 

headquarters and about 85km away from the FCT Abuja through Abaji-Toto 

road. While is about 250km away from Lafia the State Capital. 

 

AKIRI WARM SPRING 

The spring water is warm and becomes warmer during cool weather. The spring 

water gushes out bubbles at regular intervals looking normal like water being 

boiled. The water is believed to have some curative power, the people of Akiri 

drink and bath from it for such purpose. 

 

DOMA dam 

Doma Dam is situated 6km away from Doma town the headquarters of Doma 

Local Government Council. It is about 30km away from Lafia the State Capital. 

Doma Dam is a man-made dam meant for Agricultural irrigation, the Dam is 

structured into 3 arms with each arm measuring over 2km at length and about 

300 metres wide. 
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The surrounding of the lake is hilly with thick vegetation, fishing is a common 

activity on the lake. Doma Dam is a popular picnic site in the State. 

Other notable heritage resources attraction in our area of study, which could not 

be fully presented due limited space, include: 

• Hunki Lake in Awe LGA 

• Akiri salt Village in Awe LGA 

• Peperuwa Lake in Lafia LGA 

• Oku-Akpa rocks in Nasarawa LGA 

• Onda-Gidan/Endo Ajiri Hills in Nasarawa LGA 

•  Loko-River Benue voyage Camp in Toto LGA 

• Nunku Rocks/hills in Akwanga LGA 

• Gitata tattara Hills in Karu LGA 

• Edegye-Mbeki Paddrek mined ponds in Nasarawa LGA 

• Ogani fishing festival in Toto LGA 

• Odu festival in Doma, Keana and Lafia LGAs. 

• Ashril Mao-eggon festival celebrated among Eggon Communities 

• Lekya festival in Nasarawa  Eggon LGA 

• Eya festival in Nasarawa Eggon LGA 
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• Amiri festival in Keana LGa 

• Nzeh Mada festival in Akwanga LGA 

• Awuma Dance festival in Lafia LGA 

• Oguh Dance festival in Lafia LGA 

• Sharo/Dembe festival in Keffi LGA 

• Oyarere Annual festival in Lafia LGA 

 

It is evidence that if the above heritage attraction of Nasarawa State, Nigeria are 

harness effectively considering sustainable development principles, the 

benefits, the state populace stand to reap from tourist spending include; local 

economic development i.e. employment, poverty reduction through investment 

in small and medium tourism businesses. Also conservation and preservation of 

ecosystem and cultural heritage. More so, the state will witness infrastructural 

and super-structural changes to mention a few. It is a fact that no development 

comes with no cost, if the negative cost of development are balance, such 

society will always witness meaningful and successful development   

 

PROBLEMS HINDERING THE DEVELOPMENT OF HERITAGE 

TOURISM IN THE AREA OF STUDY 

There are major problems identified in the area of study, which definitely 

frustrates developing Heritage Tourism in Nasarawa State Nigeria. 

These include: 

➢ Lack of Awareness, Communication in the Significance of 

Preservation and Protection of Heritage Site:  

This posed a major problem developing Heritage Tourism in the study 

area. Both visitors and members of the host community lack 

understanding and appreciation of the Heritage resources of their 

localities. This lack of awareness hindered the funding and development 

of Heritage sites in Nasarawa State Nigeria. Also because of ignorance, 

amongst host communities, commercialization of this heritage resources 

is the order of the day. 

➢ Inadequate Integration of Cultural Heritage Protection and 

Management Laws: 

There is no adequate legislations in the state on Heritage Tourism 

development policies. This has actually diminished the protection of 

conservation of Heritage Tourism overtime. 
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➢ Human Activities: 

The absent of inadequate legislation and development policies in the 

study area to protect and conserve the Heritage resources of Nasarawa 

State, Nigeria, human activities like illegal poaching and logging, 

charcoal burning, clearing the forest for farming and settlement, illegal 

lumbering etc has taken over reserve areas in the State. hence, there is 

fear that some of the heritage sites like Farin Ruwa waterfall, Eggon hills 

and caves could be completely destroyed if no urgent legislation and 

management is put in place 

➢ Inadequate Infrastructure: 

The existing heritage sites in the State are not properly maintained and 

managed for tourism activities. the state of road network linking heritage 

sites are poor.  To gain access to most of the heritage site especially 

during wet season in difficult. 

 

Conclusion 

Nasarawa State, Nigeria situated in the North Central Nigeria and it nearness to 

the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) Abuja places the state in an advantage 

position for tourism activities in Nigeria and worldwide. It is imperative to 

conclude that the future of heritage tourism in Nasarawa State is bright and 

challenging as well. The study also concludes that most of the heritage sites in 

the state are in deplorable state all to the identified problems in the area of study. 

Hence the way forward is the sustainable Heritage resources development and 

effective management by all stakeholders. 

 

Recommendations 

• To overcome awareness and communication problem identified in the 

study, Ministry of Information, culture and Tourism Nasarawa State, 

Nigeria should put in place the policy of educating the general public, 

especially host communities on values and benefits of heritage sites to 

knowledge, peace and socio-economic development of their 

communities. if the host communities are aware and well informed of 

the values and benefits of heritage resource, their negative attitudes 

towards heritage tourism would be greatly minimized. 

• Nasarawa State government and Non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) must recognise and appreciate the existence and significance of 
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these heritage resources to well-being of population of the state and 

provides the necessary funds for the development and management of 

heritage tourism. 

• Obviously infrastructure funding is the bedrock for any meaningful and 

sustainable tourism development. Therefore, the study recommends that 

government construct and rehabilitate roads linking heritage sites, good 

drainage system among other are solution to infrastructural problems, in 

area of study 

• Workable institutional framework that provide  definite policies on 

legislation and heritage tourism development be instituted for protection 

and conserving heritage resources of the state for tourism activities  
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