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Abstract 

The study focused on 

student’s perception on 

the leadership strategies 

to alleviate security 

challenges to install a 

peaceful society in 

Nigeria”. Two research 

questions were raised to 

guide the study. The 

researchers used survey 

research design for the 

study. The population of 

the study was 400 and 

300 level students from 

Political Science 

Department, University 

of Abuja in 2018/2019 

academic session. The 

population of the 400 

level students was 500 

whereas that of the 300 

level students was 600, 

totaling 1,100 Political 
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INTRODUCTION  

  The future of Nigeria is 

determined by the type 

of younger generation 

bred to take over the 

mantle of leadership. 

The leaders as a matter 

of necessity are obliged 

to have effective 

strategies to alleviate 

the problems of the 

national security 

affecting the citizens 

especially the youths so 

that it should not form 

deep seated hatred 

among them and their 

leaders, or the ruling 

classes. Such squabbles 

can degenerate into 

ethnic, societal and 

educational issues that 

can make the youths 

and other citizens to 

feel insecure in the 

country they called 

their own. National 

insecurity according to 

Orikpe (2013) include 

poor health, ethnic and 

religious conflicts, 

corruption, crime and 

criminality, political 

crisis and 

indiscriminate killing of  
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Science Students from 

the University of Abuja. 

The sample of the 

students was 398 using 

Taro Yamene formula for 

calculations. 

Questionnaire was used 

to collect data for 

analysis. The findings of 

the study revealed that: 

there are security 

challenges confronting 

Nigeria and that leaders 

in Nigeria have not 

applied leadership 

strategies that will help 

to alleviate security 

challenges in the 

country. It was 

recommended that; 

Leaders should check 

those issues which cause 

insecurity so that they 

will nip them ‘on the 

bud; that they should 

apply effective strategies 

to alleviate insecurity in 

Nigeria and that they 

should be security 

conscious so as to 

protect her citizens from 

security hazards. . 

 

innocent Nigerians to mention but few. The adoption of the Chibok girls from 

their schools in Yobe state in 2014 has left indelible mark of insecure life in the 

minds of the citizens especially the students. 

National security challenges though are diverse and complex ranging from 

political disagreements to criminal activities, such as bombing of organizations, 

kidnapping of students killing of innocent Nigerians and foreigners, the leaders 

still have to ensure individuals safety from harm, danger and threat. They also 

have to preserve core values that will promote peaceful co-existence of Nigerians 

in school, society and beyond ethnic boundaries. Many researchers have 

suggested that to achieve peaceful co-existence the leaders should first and 

foremost make the schools bequeath the night type of education which will give 

direction, guidance makes students think or reason critically instead of acting 

irrationally and will also help them not to rival against their father’s land (Orikpe 

2013, Mou 2013, Rogers & Ramsbothan 2000). The leaders also have to provide 

the exigencies of life that will help the citizens to be comfortable, live in unity 

without threats.   

 

Conceptual Classifications 

National Security  

Different scholars have defined this concept from different perspectives, from the 

parochial traditional definition of equating it with the military defense of a nation 

to the comprehensive articulation of it as involving military, state and individuals 

who seek for freedom from danger, threat, protection of cherished values and the 

wellbeing of the people (Oshio 2009). Mou & Mou (2017) defined the term as the 

military defense and their effective monopoly of the use of violence within a given 

territory. Louw 1985 in Mou & Mou (2017) maintained that national security is 
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the condition of freedom from external physical attacks Mou (2016) also posited 

that national security is defined by most scholars to depict external aggression or 

threat from other nations, not considering that the greatest threat to national 

security could be internal mostly when a nation is undergoing a transitional 

transformation. To the researchers such internal threats make nation susceptible 

to external attacks.      

Iredia (2011) submitted that national security has gone wider than the military 

might, defense or law enforcement to embrace practical issues affecting human 

beings in all endeavors and to their existence as nations. Esiemokhai (2010) 

posited that national security is needed where the interest of ruling elites or class 

(be it military, politically or democratically) is put above of the people that are 

supposed to be protected by ruling elites.  Oshio (2009) defined the concept to 

involve freedom from danger or threat, a nation’s ability to protect its cherished 

values and the wellbeing of its people. Any country who does not provide security 

to her citizens makes them to   face threat and insecurity. 

 

Peace  

Igbuzor (2011) defined peace as the absence of war, fear, conflict, anxiety, 
suffering and violence. Peace is defined by Garuba 1999 cited in Igbuzor (2017) 
from the social point of views as referring to a condition of social harmony in 
which there are no social antagonisms. Garuba submitted that even though a 
country does not have war but it in under stringent poverty, oppression of the 
poor by the rich, oppression of women, monopolization of resources, has social 
cleavages in the society, has police / military brutality, intimidation of citizens, 
killing. Murdering, that such a nation cannot be described as peaceful. Ibeamu 
(2006) conceptualized peace involving as activities that directly or indirectly 
linked to increase development and reduction of conflict in the nation externally 
and internationally. Ibeamu (2006) further maintained that peace sociologically 
connotes a condition of social harmony in which there are no social antagonisms. 
According to the researcher, politically peace stands for political order and 
structure which makes justice possible, philosophically peace entails natural 
original that is God given state of human existence and peaceful coexistence. 
Therefore peace to Ibeam (2006) depicts a state where a peaceful co-existence 
stands for all human beings no matter the ethnic group being united living 
peacefully in harmony without conflicts.  
 

Challenges of National Security 

There are many challenges facing the national security of Nigeria which has 

affected all facets of Nigeria including institutions Chambers (2004) maintained 

that such issues bring national instability, lack of participatory democracy, just 
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and accountable governance, lack of rule of law, respect for human rights, balance 

and equitable distribution of resources.  Igbuzor (2011) listed the exigencies 

which challenge national security to include: “lack of justice, and accountable 

governance, protection of human rights, equitable distribution of wealth, peace, 

security, and adequate education and culture of peace. Igbuzor (2011) also 

maintained that when these are lacking violence and absence of sustainable 

peace abound in the nation. The researcher submitted also that security can 

never be achieved in the place where there is violence no matter the types 

whether physical, psychological or sexual violence. 

Orikpe (2013) averred that in a situation where the government cannot provide 

or manage the basic human psychological needs of the citizens that there is 

bound to be social unrest and violence in the country. Nigeria has witnessed 

several security challenges which threatens the peace, cooperate existence of its 

citizens. Nigeria has diverse complex security challenges ranging from political 

disagreements to criminal activities which consequences were so disastrous and 

alarming. Orikpe (2013) posited that the target bombing by Boko Haram sect was 

a big security challenge to individuals, families the affected states, the Federal 

Government and the entire nation. Adetayo (2016) asserted that another 

shocking happening was the kidnapping of over 200 Chibok girls in Yobe state in 

2014 by the Boko Haram sect. The dissenchantanent of the militants groups 

which prominent among them was the Movement for Emancipation of Niger 

Delta (MEND) which resulted to destructive violence. The militias destroy oil 

installations kidnapped foreign oil industry workers in their demands for the 

government to distribute Nigeria’s oil wealth to benefit the local population 

especially the indigenous Ijaw tribe who was badly affected by oil spillage. The 

violence demonstration threatens not only Nigerians and the foreigners’ lives but 

it also seriously affected the peace and security of the whole Nigerians nation.  

Orikpe (2013) gave account on internal security challenge which bred certain 

violence manifested in the killing between Muslims and Christians in the 

northern part of the country due to suspicion, hatred and deaths. This to the 

researcher posed a big security challenge affecting the peace of the nation. Iredia 

(2011) maintained that lack of employment and several security components 

such as health care, food, shelter, clothing and worsening economic conditions 

have generated domestic, social and political tensions. The researcher 

maintained that to avoid discontentment and violence from citizens that 

government should provide its citizens with political stability, socio economic 

security, healthcare, shelter and food. 
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Leadership strategies to alleviate Security Challenges to Maintain Peaceful 

society 

Maintaining security and peace in a country need the joint effort of the citizens 

and the government. Olaopa (2009) submitted that one of the ways to have peace, 

security, unity and sustainable national development is for the highly placed 

public officials such as ministers and other leaders not to claim that social 

services such as air travel, telephone services etc. are not meant for poor. Mou 

(2013) averred that issues of ethnic groups, region, state, religion and some set 

of people groups being favored in appointments as chief executives, chairmen 

and prominent personalities in the government will bring ethnicity, regionalism 

religious bigotry etc. The Nigerian Government ruling according to the 

researcher should ensure that all Nigerians regardless of religion, ethnicity, state, 

regions should be treated fairly in public appointment. MOU (2015) further 

advised that the government should not be the one violating the federal character 

principle as it is stated in the federal republic of Nigeria constitution. 

Rogers & Ramsbothan (2000) were of the opinion that violence can be controlled 

and stopped by dealing with the direct root of the violence and solving structural 

inequality in a state or country. That structural violence such as poverty, lack of 

access to health, education and other resources which prevent a person from 

realizing his or her potentials can result to lack of peace and security. The 

researcher therefore posited that structural, cultural violence can be stopped for 

peace to be installed by the government by the government eradicating poverty, 

reducing inequality, improving the standard of the marginalized groups, giving 

access to education revamping all aspects of life related to human development.  

Peinado (2008) added that peace education should be made available for all 

individuals since it will encourage people to view violence as a fundamental issue 

which need to be analyzed from the direct, structural, cultural and joint effort of 

local and global interventions to promote solidarity, justice and peace. Orikpe 

(2013) emphasized that education is one of the powerful tools which will bring 

unity, peace and security to the country. The researcher submitted that if Nigeria 

as are bequeathed with the right type of education for her citizens they will not 

turn against her father land. Orikpe posited further that in order to achieve this 

the country educational system must overhaul her curriculum at all levels of 

education to provide its recipients with broad based education which will help in 

the development of mind soul and body. This will also help the citizen to survive 

in challenging environment, in the development of appropriate attitudes, skills, 

abilities and competencies to co-exist and contribute to the development of the 

nation. The researcher also added that liberal education which broadens the 
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mind clears preconceptions, create the possibilities of understanding others in 

the nation and around the world should be introduced into the curriculum.  

Orikpe (2013) also advised that entrepreneurship programmes should be 

introduced into the curriculum at various levels of education.  According to the 

researcher the course will strengthen liberal education and help youths and 

adults to acquire entrepreneurial skills from different vocations for investment 

opportunities. This to the researcher will dissuade youths from engaging in 

crimes due to lack of being properly engaged in doing something while. The 

researcher also advised that moral and civic education should be introduced into 

the curriculum as this will mould the character of the children inculcate in them 

respect for human life, dignity of labour, defending of the nation’s democracy and 

not allowing them to be agent of destruction. Rufus (2005) submitted that a 

citizen who does not know his/her father’s cannot build it land nor have interest 

or love for it.  Esienmokhai (2005) maintained that a country’s peace and security 

will be obtained when people with integrity who are patriotic, well trained are 

recruited into the defence military intelligence face. Hence, that they have 

intellectually sound, sharp and smart. Igbuzor (2011) submitted that the critical 

factors for achieving peace and security are: justice to be, just have accountable 

governance, protection of human rights, maintain equitable distribution of 

resources, education and have the culture of peace.  The researcher also 

submitted that the absence of these factors will lead to violence and absence of 

sustainable peace. Igbuzor (2017) further posited that in a country like Nigeria 

where absence of peace is manifested in physical, emotional, psychological, 

structural and cultural milieus that security education should be introduced to 

challenge the dominant paradigm of lack of peace and security in the society. In 

order to install a peaceful Nigeria society.  

 

Statement of the Problem 

Nigeria has experienced a lot of insecurity bombardments ranging from political 

crises, ethnic and religious conflicts, corruption, crime and criminality, bombing 

of churches, schools, kidnapping of students’ other individuals, killing of innocent 

citizens and foreigners. This has made Nigerians especially students to feel very 

insecure. The recent Boko Haram abduction of students from their schools in 

Yobe state in 2014 and the insinuation about the source and agenda of Boko 

Haram have made Nigerians lost hope provision of security for the country from 

the government. But still there is hope if the political leaders will have the 

integrity to alleviate security challenges to install peace in Nigeria. This will make 

Nigerians to have consciousness of unity and oneness not minding the ethnic 
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groups they come from. The students therefore will love to promote peace and 

tranquility among themselves as future nation builders. Do the leaders in Nigeria 

have the will to install a peaceful society? This has motivated the researchers to 

carry out a research on “student’s perception on leadership strategies to alleviate 

security challenges to install a peaceful society in Nigeria”  

 

Research Purpose  

The researcher investigated: 

1. The Security challenges confronting Nigeria.  

2. The strategies the leaders used to alleviate security challenges to install 

peace in Nigeria. 

 

Research Questions 

Two research questions were set to guide the study  

1. What are the security challenges confronting Nigeria? 

2. What are the strategies applied by the leaders to alleviate security 

challenges to install peace in Nigeria? 

 

Methodology  

The researchers used survey research design for the study. The design helped 

them to select representatives from the large population as sample for the study 

(Nakpodia 2010). The researchers used the data collected from the sampled 

respondents for analysis. The population of the study was 500 and 600 (400 and 

300 levels students) a total of 1,100 students from Political Science department, 

University of Abuja. The sample of students was 398. Questionnaire on “Students 

Perception of Leadership Strategies to Alleviate Security Challenges (SPLSASC)” 

was used to collect data. The questionnaire was validated by experts in Political 

Science Department, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Abuja. The 

reliability of the instrument was achieved by conducting a pilot study which 10 

political science students not from the study sample but from the population used 

for the study. The data were collated, split – half statistical method was used to 

split the data from the instrument onto two sets.  Pearson Product Movement 

Correlation coefficient statistics was used to analyze the data; 0.71 coefficient 

index score was obtained. The statistics used were Frequency and mean. The   

mean decision rule was applied to obtain authentic results, the mean scores of 

2.50 and above was adjudged as agreed and accepted (as in the case sectional 

mean) whereas mean score of 2.49 and below were adjudged as disagreed and 

rejected in the case of sectional mean.  
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Data Analysis  

Research questions 

Research Question One: what are the security challenges confronting Nigeria? 

Table 1: Security Challenges Issues Confronting Nigeria  

N=398 

S/N  Items on Security Challenges Confronting                                                                                                                                                                                        

Nigeria                           

SA A D SD x̄ Decision  

1. Lack of justice 145 150 60 43 2.99 Agreed 

2. Lack of just and accountable governance 155 170 43 30 3.13 Agreed 

3. Lack of protection of human right 160 136 62 40 3.04 Agreed 

4. Lack of equitable distribution of wealth 170 145 33 50 3.09 Agreed 

5. Lack of peace 125 135 100 38 2.87 Agreed 

6. Bombing 140 129 79 50 2.90 Agreed 

7. Kidnappings  180 133 50 35 3.15 Agreed 

8. Killing  200 119 29 50 3.17 Agreed 

9. Political tensions 157 98 56 87 2.81 Agreed  

10. Governance being prejudiced in giving appointment 175 183 15 25 3.27 Agreed  

                Sectional Mean      3.04 Accepted  

 

In table 1, all the respondents agreed with the mean scores of 2.99, 3.13, 3.04, 

3.09, 2.87, 2.90, 3.15, 3.17, 2.81, and 3.27 respectively to the items that they are 

lack of justice; just and accountable governance; protection of human right; 

equitable distribution of wealth; of peace; bombings; kidnappings; killings; 

political tensions and government being prejudiced in giving appointment. All the 

respondents accepted with the sectional mean score of 3.04 that there are 

security challenges confronting Nigeria.  

Research Question Two: What are the strategies applied by leaders to alleviate 

security challenge to install peace in Nigeria? 

 

Table 2: Strategies applied to Alleviate Security challenge to install Peace in 

Nigeria  

N=398 

S/N     Items on Strategies applied by Leaders to    

           Alleviate Security Challenge in Nigeria     

SA A D SD x̄ Decision  

1. The Nigerian leaders have ensured that qualified 

Nigerians are fairly offered appointments 

33 160 54 151 2.18 Disagreed  
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regardless of ethnicity, culture state, religions 

bigotry. 

2. Every citizen has access to healthcare, food, 

shelter ,  and clothing  

43 144 50 161 2.17 Disagreed  

3. No indigene is suffering from poverty  40 157 45 156 2.20 Disagreed  

4. Nigerians are enlightened on peace education to 

deter individuals from engaging in violence. 

50 187 30 131 2.39 Disagreed  

5. Broad based education has been Introduced into 

the Nigerian educational system to develop the 

mind, attitude, abilities , skills, soul, body of the 

recipients for better co-existence. 

30 152 50 166 2.11 Disagreed  

6. Liberation education which will help youths to 

learn trade and be relevant in the society is 

introduced into  all educational curriculum. 

30 164 37 167 2.14 Disagreed  

7. Nigerians are not intimidated when exercising 

their voting rights 

35 156 60 147 2.19 Disagreed  

8. Security men are well trained to carry out 

security services honestly. 

50 134 46 173 2.17 Disagreed  

9. There is political, economic, social, 

psychological and educational stability in the 

country. 

69 136 65 138 2.39 Disagreed  

10. There is protection of all human rights and good 

governance in the country.          

30 160 40 168 2.13 Disagreed  

                Sectional Mean      2.20 Rejected  

 

In table 2, all the respondents (students)disagreed with the mean scores of 2.18, 

2.17, 2.20, 2.39, 2.11, 2.14, 2.19, 2.17, 2.39 and 2.13 respectively that the Nigerian 

leaders have ensured that qualified Nigerians are fairly offered appointments 

regardless of ethnicity, culture state, or religions bigotry; every citizen has access 

to healthcare, food, shelter ,  and clothing; no indigene is suffering from poverty; 

Nigerian are enlightened on peace education to deter them from engaging in 

violence; broad based education has been Introduced into the Nigerian 

educational system to develop the mind, attitude, abilities , skills, soul, body of 

the recipients for better co-existence; liberation education which will help youths 

to learn trade and be relevant in the society is introduced into  all educational 

curriculum; Nigerians are not intimidated when exercising their voting rights; 

security men are well trained to carry out security services honestly; there is 
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political, economic, social, psychological and educational stability in the country; 

and there is protection of  all human rights and good governance in the country. 

All the respondents with the sectional mean of 2.20 rejected that leaders have 

applied effective strategies to alleviate security challenges issues to install 

peaceful in Nigeria.  

 

Discussion of the Findings  

One of the findings of this study revealed that there are security challenges 
confronting Nigeria (see table 1) Igubor (2011) submitted that lack of justice, 
accountable governance, protection of human rights, equitable distribution of 
wealth, peace, security and adequate education bring lack of security in the 
nation. Onikpe (2013) averred that in a situation where the government cannot 
provide the basic human psychological needs for the citizens that there is bound 
to be social unrest and violence in the country. The researcher submitted that 
Nigeria has witnessed security challenges which has threatened the peace, 
cooperate existence of its citizens.  Iredia (2011) maintained that lack of 
employment and other security components such as health care, shelter, food, 
clothing and worsening economic conditions have generated domestic, social and 
political tension in Nigeria.  
It was also proved from the study findings that leaders in Nigeria have not applied 
leadership strategies that will help to alleviate security challenges in Nigeria. 
Rogers and Ramsbothan (2000) maintained that lack of access to health, 
education and other vital resources which can prevent a person from being stable 
in life can result to lack of peace and security. The researcher submitted that one 
of the strategies which Government can alleviate insecurity is by eradicating 
poverty, reducing inequality, improving the standard of the marginalized groups 
and giving individuals access to education. Esiemokhai (2005) posited that a 
leader who lack integrity, patriotism, national consciousness, equality and justice 
will never apply these factors as strategies to alleviate insecurity. Hence, there is 
bound to be lack of peace and security in such a country. 
 

Conclusion  

The researchers hence concluded from the findings of the study that; there are 

security challenges confronting Nigeria and that leaders in Nigeria have not 

applied the strategies that will help them to alleviate security challenges in the 

country 

 

Recommendations  

From the study findings, it was recommended that; 

1. Leaders should check those issues which will cause insecurity so that they 

will nip them ‘on the bud’. 
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2. They should apply effective strategies to alleviate insecurity in Nigeria. 

3. Leaders should be security conscious so as to protect his citizens from 

security hazards. 

4. They should endeavor to help the citizens have access to the exigencies 

which will better the lives of the citizens. 

5. The leaders should not biased when appointing citizen into key position 

14 of public service. 

6. The leaders should never use aims or other devastating, blood shedding 

to threaten and eliminate people’s lives.     
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