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Abstract 

Lack of freedom and 

fairness in conduct of 

elections has been 

identified as one of the 

fundamental challenges 

of Nigerian elections 

since independence in 

1960. It has become a 

recurrent decimal in the 

country’s electoral 

history which therefore 

demands thorough 

investigation and 

renewed thinking. This 

is because, often times, 

the absence of free and 

fair elections in Nigeria 

has threatened political 

stability, economic 

development and 

national security. This 

paper examines the 

concepts of free and fair 

election, the 

predisposing and 

motivating factors 

responsible for the 

institutionalization of 
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INTRODUCTION  

  The desire for 

democratization, the 

suspension of one 

party rule and the end 

of military 

dictatorships have led 

to multiplicity of 

elections in most 

African countries, 

(Bamgboshe, 2011). 

This is because 

elections in any 

country are central to 

the principles and 

practice of democracy, 

(Egwu S, 2007). 

However, the nature of 

the democracy 

introduced in most 

African states at 

independence was 

alien to the tradition 

and culture of the 

people. Therefore, the 

understanding of its 

principles and 

precepts, coupled with 

selfish elite interest 

had often led to 

conflicts among the 

competing political 

gladiators during the  
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electoral fraud in every 

election conducted in 

Nigeria. The work 

examines electoral 

irregularities and its 

impacts on the economic 

development of the 

country. A review of this 

study using historical 

analytical method 

shows that the 

phenomenon posed 

serious challenges to the 

economic development 

of the country. It is 

therefore argued that 

these challenges could 

have been avoided if 

Nigeria has 

implemented genuine 

electoral reforms and 

conducted genuine free, 

fair and credible 

elections. 

 

conduct of elections. Quite often than not, this has led to the 

institutionalization of electoral fraud and other electoral irregularities, which 

is typical of most countries commonly referred to as “third wave” democracies 

of which Nigeria is no exception to this rule, (M.T Ladan, 2003). 

 

Aim and objectives of the work:  

The aim of this work is to examine the concepts of free and fair elections in 

Nigeria. Its specific objectives are to; 

i. To assess its relevance to our economic development 

ii. Examine the factors militating against the conduct of free, fair and 

credible elections in Nigeria. 

iii. Make appropriate recommendations on the need to conduct a 

credible election in Nigeria. 

 Election: 

Election is seen as an activity or practice that is connected with the process of 

choosing a person to occupy position of leadership or responsibility, (Jega, 

2001). It is a means through which leadership in a democratic society can be 

changed. Election is seen as a process of actualizing representative democracy 

and it exposes people to the experiences of competition for power through 

balloting. In democratic societies, elections empower ordinary citizens to 

choose among contestants for political offices and promoted or encourage 

participation in governance, (Howell R., 2004). The chance to decide who will 

govern at these levels serves as an opportunity for the public to make choices 

about the policies, programmes and future direction of government actions. 

The main purpose of an election is to put people into positions of leadership, 

and this is done by ways of making choices from available alternatives, 

(Human Rights Watch, 2004). 



 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCE 

(VOL. 11 NO.6) DECEMBER, 2019 EDITIONS 

 

 
 
 

195 

 Chapter II, section 14 (2) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria, (1999), states inter-alia;  

- The security and welfare of the people shall be the primary purpose of 

government and, 

- The participation by the people in their government shall be ensured in 

accordance with the provisions of this constitution, (The Nigerian 

Constitution, 1999). 

   Therefore, the government of Nigeria has the responsibility to cater for the 

security and welfare of Nigerians, and also to ensure that Nigerians 

participate in the government of their country. The basic form of such 

participation is the exercise of the right to vote and be voted for. Therefore, 

any situation that obstructs the civic and constitutional rights of the citizen to 

vote and be voted for must be taking as a violation of his/her fundamental 

civic and constitutional rights to freedom of expression.  

 

Free and Fair Election: 

An election is said to be free and fair when it is conducted in a peaceful 

atmosphere, free of all forms of intimidation, harassment, and other coercive 

or non-coercive means employed in order to bend the will of voters, which are 

not in the constitution or electoral act, (Otite, 1990). It is an election that is 

free from thuggery, ballot snatching, ballot stuffing and where all election 

related vices are eliminated, where the will of majority of voters prevails and 

election results are not tampered with. etc 

 

 Advantages of Election. 

1. It gives citizens the opportunity to choose their leaders. 

2. It makes leaders accountable, knowing fully well that if they abuse the 

mandate given to them, they will be voted out during elections. 

3. It is used to check government excesses. 

4. It is used to test the popularity of leaders 

5. It encourages healthy competition in politics 

6. It fosters Democracy.  

 

Electoral History.  

Nigeria has conducted ten (10) general elections since her political 

independence in 1960. The first undisputed election in Nigeria took place in 
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December 12th, 1959 just before independence in 1960. Subsequent elections 

includes the general elections of, 1964, 1979, 1983, 1993, 1999, 2003, 2007, 

2011, and 2015, (Malu N., 2015). All these elections were marred by 

widespread fraud and irregularities even before, during and after the 

elections. In the case of the June 12th, 1993 presidential elections, though the 

conduct of the elections was generally free and fair, however the aftermath of 

the nullification of the election threw the nation into a major political crisis, 

(Dung P.A 2006). This phenomenon has led to many scholars, political elites, 

academics and intellectuals to observe that the absence of free and fair 

election has become an institutionalized electoral challenge because, it was 

among other factors that led to the collapse of both the First Republic, (1960-

1966), and the Second Republic, (1979-1983), (Agbaje, 2006). Critically, this 

phenomenon has led to the collapse of democratization in Nigeria and in 

defied many attempts to control its recurrence.  

 

Problem Statement.  

The absence of free and fair election has been identified as one of the critical 

challenges of Nigeria’s elections since independence in 1960. However, at 

every point of Nigeria’s democratization, especially from 1999 to date, 

electoral reforms have been introduced in order to conduct a free, fair and 

credible elections, yet it has defied the solutions proffered so far. This work 

therefore attempt to study the concept of free and fair election, with a view to 

assess its impact on our economic development.    

 

Economic Development.  

Economically, the absence of free and fair elections has led to poor 

management of resources in the country. This is evident in the wastage of 

resources used in championing the course of these electoral malady which 

basically, would have been channeled towards developmental purposes in the 

country. Lack of free and fair elections has also crippled the economy of the 

country as economic activities were forced to close down in some areas where 

violence erupted. There is also the issue of non-performance by the 

government of the day. Attentions were diverted and focused on managing 

the attendant consequences of electoral challenges, instead of focusing on the 

act of governance, which is the basis of democratic governance, (Abimbola & 

Adesote, 2012). There are attendant cost like increased security votes and the 
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resources spent on repairs of damaged infrastructures, court cases etc, 

(Justice Hounponu, 2004). These resources could have been better spent on 

human and social development, and such trends adversely affects the social 

and economic wellbeing of the society. According to Anifowose (2003), the 

economy suffers in atmosphere of insecurity and political instability, this is 

because investors are scared due to lack of security of their investments.  

According to (Clare Short, 2006), “Business have a strong interest in peace and 

security in the countries or societies in which they are operating or might 

which to operate”.  

Where violence erupt as a consequence to absence of free and fair elections, it 

has some negative social implications for the realization of collective well-

being of individuals and society as a whole. According to Hamali L. (2004), in 

Nigeria, electoral violence has become highly disruptive to social life, thereby 

causing divisions in families and communities as well as causing antagonism 

among and within social groups. Nigerians have witnessed several cases of 

electoral violence in the forms of assassinations, murders, and destruction of 

properties. The menace of electoral violence is tending in some respects 

towards social disaggregation into its constituent ethnic and sub-ethnic group 

divisions (Ate, B.E & Akinnerewa, 1992). Killings, harming and intimidating 

persons trying to vote during elections in order to destroy ballot boxes in 

areas where the perpetrators lack supporters or in order to snatch ballot 

boxes so as to stuff them with ballot papers illegally obtained and thumb-

printed creates a social divisions in the country.  

The surge of electoral violence is a very disturbing trend to social progress 

and economic prosperity. In fact, electoral violence has created difficult living 

standards for the people in the country. Electoral violence and conflicts 

destroy human lives, physical assets and reduce people’s social relationship. 

This trend has created a divisible life among the people as a result of the 

hitherto mutual trust that the people used to experience in the past between 

Christians and Muslims, this has now fashioned the people in the country 

along religious and ethnic affiliations.  

 

National Security. 

When an electoral process is perceived as unfair, unresponsive or corrupt, its 

political legitimacy is compromised, and when that occurred, stakeholders are 

motivated to go outside the established norms to achieve their objectives, 
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Kupolati (1990). Electoral conflicts and violence therefore, becomes tactics in 

that political competition. Here, stakeholders use conflicts, violence and 

threats as means to determine, delay or otherwise influence the results of the 

election. When conflicts or violence occurs, it is not a result of an electoral 

process, it is the breakdown of an electoral process, Jega (2011). This could 

undermine the peace and security of the nation. 

The nature, extent and magnitude of violence associated with elections in this 
country are posing serious threat to the national quest for stable democratic 
transition, as well as to the attainment of the long-term goal of consolidated 
democracy. Unless concerned groups of stakeholders work assiduously to 
deal with these problems at this nascent stage, they could grow and assume 
monstrous proportions and derail not just the Nigerian democratization 
process, but also the Nigerian national project, which ultimately affects 
economic development and national security. 
 

Conclusion/Recommendation.  

The absence of free and fair elections posed serious challenges that have 
undermined political stability, economic development, security, social welfare 
and general wellbeing of the citizenry. The phenomenon has serious 
wholesome consequences for democracy, respect for human rights, and good 
governance, Boutrous Ghali (1992). It affects the entire credibility of the 
democratic system, and human security. It erodes the credibility of the rule of 
law and impact negatively on democratic activities. The capacity of 
government to deliver social services like maintenance of roads, electricity, 
water, schools and health system has drastically reduced or are even 
completely non-existent or ineffective. A combination of business projects run 
by powerful oligarchy’s enjoying immunity, individuals using office as a 
means for gaining power should be seriously sanctioned. A system that 
prohibits corrupt electoral practices in the funding of parties and election 
campaigns should be designed differently from the system that promotes 
political equality. The abuse of state resources giving a baseless electoral 
advantage should be discouraged, the democratic system has to regulate the 
flow of money into politics, general limits on campaign expenditure/spending 
should be controlled.  
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