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Abstract  

Insurgency has for some 

time now, been a big 

threat to our lives in 

Nigeria. Poverty, 

corruption, 

unemployment and lack 

of proper education 

represent some of the 

major causes of 

insecurity in any society 

today. These issues have 

in many ways, affected 

national security and 

economic growth mostly 

in the Northern and 

Southern parts of the 

country. This study 

therefore identified 
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INTRODUCTION  

  Insurgency has for 

some time now, being a 

big threat to our lives in 

Nigeria. Poverty, 

corruption, 

unemployment, 

underemployment and 

lack of proper 

education represent 

some of the major 

causes of insecurity in 

any society today. 

These issues have in 

many ways, affected 

national security and 

economic growth in 

mostly the Northern 

and Southern parts of 

the country. 

The importance of 
security to human lives 
cannot be over 
emphasized. The safety 
of lives in any country 
would go a long way in 
determining its growth 
and development. A 
secure nation devoid of 
insurgency such as 
what is prevalent today 
has the potential to 
attract investors and 
promote the 
development of local  
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strategies for combating 

insecurity via TVET with 

the aim of shaping the 

future of Nigerians for 

sustainable 

development. Two 

research questions were 

formulated to guide the 

study. Survey research 

design was employed for 

the study. The study was 

carried out in Kano state, 

Nigeria. The targeted 

population for the study 

was 233 (30 Air force 

personnel, 37 Armies, 25 

Police men, 15 TVET 

teachers, 50 

Entrepreneurs, 43 

Industrialists and 33 

Computer scientists) in 

Kano State. A purposive 

sampling technique was 

employed to arrive at the 

population for the study. 

A 49 strategic item 

questionnaire was the 

instrument used for data 

collection. Two hundred 

and thirty-three (233) 

copies of the 

questionnaire were 

administered to the 

respondents while one 

hundred and ninety-one 

(191) copies of the 

questionnaire were 

retrieved and analyzed 

using percentages (%), 

weighted mean (Ẋ) and 

standard deviation(SD). 

Cronbach Alpha 

reliability method was 

used to determine 

internal consistency of 

the instrument which 

yielded reliability 

coefficient of 0.82. 

Findings from the study 

revealed that the use of 

technology is a key 

enabler for counter-

insurgency; the 

application of basic 

technology tools and 

solutions would go a 

long way in combating 

insurgency in the 

country. Also, education 

is an important 

prerequisite for a 

country’s social and 

sustainable 

development and TVET 

plays a special role in 

this regards amongst 

others. It was 

recommended amongst 

others the establishment 

of a functional National 

Security Database, for 

online access at every 

point of transaction, a 

technology driven 

database that enables 

the agency detect crime, 

forming a proactive 

employment and social 

security policies. 

 

 

and global trade. That is to say that a national security is an important factor in 

achieving environmental conduciveness in order to protect and maintain socio-

economic development and sustainability. Ajodo-Adebanjoko & Okorie, (2014) 

defined insecurity as a situation of fear or anything that causes fear, harm or has 

the capability to cause fear or harm to an individual. Similarly, Udoh (2015) 

viewed insecurity as the state of being subject to danger or injury. Based on the 

foregoing, insecurity can be regarded as a state of being prone to danger or a 

situation whereby an individual is open to an attack that can cause harm, injury, 

danger, loss of lives or destruction of properties. So, insecurity can be economic, 
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political, life among others. Security in the other hand is defined as the degree of 

resistance to or protection from harm; it applies to any valuable assets be it a 

person(s), community, nation, or an organization (James & Saraso, 2016) and 

properties. Security has a direct proportion to freedom, as it was said by 

(Ndukwe, Hall, & Abuja, 2009) no freedom without security. While, the inability 

to provide the expected protection to citizens and their properties is termed as 

insecurity/insurgency/or terrorism. The issue of insecurity had been a global 

concern long time ago including Nigeria, for instance during 2nd world war which 

lasted from 1939 to 1945, the largest insurgency in history, involving every part 

of the world. This is why the United Nations was formed to ensure global peace 

and security building.   

The challenges of insecurity in Nigeria is now getting more disturbing and 

becoming a destructive factor to the nation millennium development goal & 

sustainability and 2020 mission, because of increasing number of terroristic 

activities across the country; ranging from Niger Delta Militant to Boko Haram, 

herdsmen to cattle rustlers, kidnapping to abduction (Ogu, & Oyerinde, 2014) 

e.t.c. however, the need of modern technology as second option to 

countermeasure Nigeria’s insecurity is a welcome development, because, 

security personnel (police, armed forces navies and others) were already in place 

and  they are the first option in fighting against insurgency in majority of the 

nation (Undp, & Programme., U. N. D., 2001). This modern technology is 

considered to be information and communication technology (ICT).  

The term ICT is basically information handling tools that refers to technological 

devices and resources used to collect, communicate, disseminate, store and 

manage information, (Shatimah, & Adamu, 2016) which encompasses, radio, 

television, mobile phones, hardware & software, computer network and satellite 

system. One cannot over emphasize the enabling nature of Information 

technology solutions in the combat of crime and insurgency in the country. 

However, with the active use of technology also comes another challenge; the 

growing threat of Cyber crimes. Cybercrimes are used to propagate some of the 

insurgencies that have been recorded in the land. The solution to this menace still 

lies in the adoption of good and extensive education. 

Good and extensive education is the foundation of all development. It gives 

people opportunities in life and enables them to shape their own future. 

Education is an important prerequisite for a country’s social and sustainable 

development and for a peaceful society with stable democratic institutions. 

Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) plays a special role in 

this regards. It is crucial for young people’s economic and social participation. It 
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is an investment in innovation and development. Youth and adults who have 

undergone vocational training have a much better chance of finding decent 

employment and making living which in-turn reduces crime and insurgency. That 

is to say, even if Nigeria should put all technological gadgets in place without 

proper and higher percentage of youths educated, it is a wasted effort and 

resources. 

For a long time now, universal access to high quality extensive education has 

been the special focus of international development policy. In accordance with 

the guiding principle of the United Nations 2030 Agenda, “Leave No One Behind”. 

People who have enjoyed better education and training find it easier to find jobs, 

enabling them to increase their incomes and thus lift themselves out of poverty. 

Unemployment and underemployment are very common in developing and 

emerging economies, Nigeria inclusive. Young people are affected 

disproportionately. In 2015, there were 73.4 million unemployment rates, in Sub-

Sahara Africa range from 10-12%, in North Africa and Middle East, as many as 

30%, of all young people are unemployed, who knows to what extent it has risen 

today. The lack of opportunities that this generation is faced with poses a threat 

to social peace and constitutes an obstacle to economically, socially and 

environmentally sustainable development in the country. At the same time, 

vacancies cannot be filled because there is a shortage of well-trained skilled 

labor. Our answer to this challenge is Practice-Oriented TVET. 

 

Insurgency in Nigeria:  

In recent years to date, Nigeria is experiencing serious security challenges more 

especially in North East and some part of North West (Boko Haram-BH), South-

South and South West (Niger Delta Militant), North Central (Herdsmen) and 

cattle rustlers in Zamfara State and kidnapping in most of the country’s major 

cities. There are great loss of life and properties with unestimated number of 

injuries among the citizens (Morgen, 2017). In the case of BH in the North East 

there were about 70% of the population who were killed, injured and displaced 

from 2009 to 2017, but in 2018 the attacks reduced to 17%. For herdsmen, there 

were more than 1,425 loss of life as at 2017. In the case of Niger Delta militant, 

the threats count more than 100s of lives and massive pipeline vandalization and 

abduction of citizens and foreign investors, even though there is less oil threats 

in 2017/2018, as illustrated in the figure below; 
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Figure 1: threats by type-[2]  

 

The current insecurity threatening the nation is cattle rustlers in Zamfara, as 

stated by state lawmaker Alhaji Sanusi Rikiji, “on Saturday in Gusau that from 

2011 to date, 1,321 people were killed, 1,881 persons injured, and 185 cars and 

motorcycles were lost as a result of bandit attacks in the state. Rikiji, who is the 

Chairman of the state government Damage, Assessment and Relief Committee, 

said that more than 10,000 cattle were lost to rustlers and 2,688 hectares of farm 

lands and 10,000 houses were destroyed within the period under review” 

(Nigerian Expression,  Feb. 2018). Therefore, the fight against insurgency in 

Nigeria require something more in addition to sophisticated counting 

mechanisms like ICT facilities, due to the emergence of new threats despite 

federal effort and security agencies and support from international bodies. And 

that thing required in addition is nothing but Practice-Oriented TVET. 

 

Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) 

TVET  is the  sub-sector  of  the education  system  widely recognized  as  the  

bedrock  to  sustainable  technology  development  programmes  in  

entrepreneurship, occupational professionalism, self-reliance, poverty 

alleviation and wealth creation (Okoye & Okwelle,2013). 

TVET as defined by UNESCO (2001) and adopted by the Federal  Republic of 

Nigeria  in her National Policy on Education (2013:16) is:  
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“a comprehensive term referring to those aspects of the educational process 

involving in addition, to general education, the study of technologies and related 

sciences and the acquisition of practical skills, attitudes, understanding and 

knowledge relating to occupations in various sectors of economic and social life”  

In this broad definition,  David (2010) posited that the vocational skill training 

aspect of TVET focuses on specific trades such as automobile repairs or mechanic, 

welding, plumbing, electrical craftsmanship, hair dressing, tailoring and barbing 

that can equip an individual to be self-reliant. Shiba (2015) asserted that TVET 

can be a decisive instrument for youth to participate in the workforce and to 

improve their living conditions and social status.   It  then  follows  that  when  the  

youth  and  adults  acquire entrepreneurship skills and employability skills, they 

will be gainfully engaged in paid employment or self employment as  artisans, 

skilled craftsmen, technologists  and technologists thereby diverting  their 

attention from lawless activities. In this context, Ajodo-Adebanjoko and Okorie 

(2014) opined that in the case  of unemployment,  when people  are  not engaged  

in  meaningful  work and  are  lacking  the basic necessities of life, they bring 

attention to their plight by engaging in destructive behaviour at the slightest 

provocation.   These assertions suggest that there is a negative relationship 

between unemployment of  

Youths and insecurity on one side and a positive relationship between TVET and 

gainful employment on the other side. 

 

Statement of the Problem  

Many countries in Asia, Latin  America and  Africa have  witnessed unprecedented  

wave  and spate of violence and  crime (Niyi, 2011).  This suggests that it is not 

peculiar to one country or state, but the approach adopted in mitigating 

insecurity differs from one country to another.  

The rate of insecurity in Nigeria is disgusting and worrisome to the extent that 
lives and properties are destroyed and displaced across the country’s geo-
political zones with different types of attacks and other criminal activities such 
Boko Haram, Niger Delta Avengers, Headsmen and cattle rustlers making the 
nation citizens frightening despite the number of security agencies available in 
the country and international support (Otto & Ukpere, 2012; Ayonmike, Okwelle 
& Okeke, 2014).. This research paper therefore seeks to determine the best 
approach to be adopted in mitigating/combating insecurity in Nigeria. 
 

Purpose of the Study  

The main purpose of the study was to combat insecurity via TVET for future 

sustainable development in Nigeria. Specifically, this study intended to:  
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1. Ascertain the perception of TVET Teachers, Force Personnel’s, 

Entrepreneur/industrialists and Computer scientists on the level of 

insecurity in the country. 

2. Identify the Practice-Oriented TVET skills that are suitable for 

combating insecurity. 

3. Determine the expected improved security condition through Practice-

Oriented TVET. 

 

Research Questions  

The following research questions guided the study:  

1. What are the perception of TVET Teachers, Air Force Personnel’s, 

Entrepreneur/industrialists and Computer scientists on the level of 

insecurity in the country?  

2. What are the Practice-Oriented TVET skills that are suitable for 

combating insecurity in Nigeria? 

3. What is the expected improved security condition through Practice-

Oriented TVET? 

 

Method 

Descriptive survey research design was adopted for the study. The population for 

the study consisted 233 (30 Air force personnel, 37 Armies, 25 Police men, 15 

TVET teachers, 50 Entrepreneurs, 43 Industrialists and 33 Computer scientists) 

in Kano State.  A purposive sampling technique was employed to arrive at the 

population for the study. A 49-item structured questionnaire was used in 

gathering data for the study. The questionnaire was validated by three experts, 

two experts in technical education and one in measurement and evaluation. The 

reliability of the instrument was determined through Cronbach Alpha reliability 

coefficient method for measuring of internal consistency of the instrument. A 

total of 10 respondents who were not part of the sample were used in testing the 

reliability of this study. The reliability coefficient of 0.82 was obtained. Data 

collected in the study regarding research questions were analyzed using 

percentage, mean and standard deviation. A criterion mean of 3.00 was the cut-

off point used to determine the acceptability or otherwise of an item in answering 

the research questions 1, and 3. Standard deviation values close or wide apart 

were used to determine the homogeneity in opinion among the respondents.  For 

research question 2, any item rated from 50% and above was accepted as high. 

In data collection, out of the 233 copies of the questionnaire distributed to the 

respondents, 191 copies were actually retrieved from the respondents. 39 copies 



 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF AFRICAN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

(VOL. 11 NO.2) DECEMBER, 2019 EDITIONS 
 

 
  
 

252 

were not properly filled and discarded, making the actual sample size of the study 

to be 152.  

 

RESULTS 

Research Question 1: What are the perception of TVET Teachers, Air Force 

Personnel’s, Entrepreneur/industrialists and Computer scientists on the level of 

insecurity in the country? Table 1:  Mean Responses on perception on the level of 

insecurity in the Country  

S/N ITEMS TVET Teachers Force 

Personnel’s 

Entrepreneur/ 

Industrialists 

Computer 

Scientist  

  X SD R X SD R X SD R X SD R 

1 Kidnapping  4.83 0.82 H 4.62 0.34 H 4.43 0.65 H 4.12 0.79 H 

2 Robbery 4.17 0.92 H 4.19 0.29 H 4.33 0.62 H 4.31 0.30 H 

3 Shooting 4.33 0.95 H 4.69 0.36 H 4.33 0.61 H 4.42 0.31 H 

4 Beheading for 

Ritual Purposes 

3.00 0.90 H 3.38 0.64 H 4.67 0.31 H 4.58 0.14 H 

5 Looting 3.00 0.91 H 3.62 0.68 H 4.33 0.99 H 4.31 0.54 H 

6 Intimidation 3.33 0.75 H 3.58 0.66 H 4.83 0.35 H 4.54 0.52 H 

7 Forceful 

Initiation of 

Youth into Cult 

Group 

3.33 0.93 H 3.65 0.68 H 4.00 0.89 H 3.96 0.75 H 

8 Raping 3.50 0.85 H 3.62 0.68 H 4.17 0.95 H 3.92 0.74 H 

9 Bunkering 3.50 0.85 H 3.88 0.73 H 4.33 0.62 H 4.12 0.76 H 

10 Vandalization of 

Properties 

3.56 0.87 H 3.88 0.73 H 4.50 0.65 H 4.27 0.53 H 

11 Drug Trafficking 3.33 0.80 H 3.50 0.66 H 4.33 0.62 H 4.23 0.46 H 

12 Nocturnal 

Meeting 

3.50 0.91 H 3.77 0.45 H 4.67 0.31 H 4.08 0.78 H 

13 Increase in Cult 

related 

activities 

3.67 0.76 H 4.50 0.59 H 4.50 0.65 H 4.31 0.30 H 
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14 Proliferation of 

arms 

4.00 0.90 H 4.22 0.57 H 4.00 0.92 H 3.73 0.70 H 

15 Killings 4.00 0.85 H 4.62 0.79 H 4.17 0.91 H 4.42 0.57 H 

 Total 3.45 0.86  3.99 0.59  4.37 0.66  4.22 0.55  

 

Table 1 show that TVET teachers, Force personnel’s, Entrepreneurs/Industrialist 

and Computer scientists are in agreement with all the items with mean values 

above the cut-off point of 3.00 as high level of insecurity cases in Nigeria. The 

total standard deviation of the items ranged from 0.55 to 0.86 for the various 

respondents. This implies that the respondents were close in their opinions. 

 

Research Question 2: What are the Practice-Oriented TVET skills that are suitable 

for combating insecurity in Nigeria?                                                                                                                                   

Table 2: Responses on Practice-Oriented TVET Skills suitable for combating 

insecurity in Nigeria. 

S/N ITEMS TVET Teachers Force Personnel’s Entrepreneur/ 

Industrialists 

Computer 

Scientist  

  YES  NO YES  NO YES  NO YES  NO 

1 Auto Mechanic 

Technology 

15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

2 Radio, Television & 

Electronic 

maintenance 

15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

3 Welding & Fabrication 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

4 Masonry  15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

5 Carpentry & Joinery 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

6 Furniture Making 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

7 Plumbing & Pipe 

Fitting 

15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

8 Electrical Installation 

& Maintenance 

15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

9 Animal Production 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

10 Computer 

Programming 

13(87%) 2(13%) 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

11 Website Design 11(73%) 4(27%) 44(90%) 5(10%) 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

12 Ceramics Production 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 
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13 Hair 

Dressing/Barbing 

Training 

15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

14 Coupling 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

15 Fashion 

Design/Tailoring 

15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

16 Catering 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

17 Fishery/Aqua-Culture 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

18 Industrial Chemistry 12(80%) 3(20%) 38(78%) 11(22%) 48(86%) 8(14%) 30(91%) 2(9%) 

19 Automobile Driving 10(67%) 5(33%) 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

20 Painting  15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

21 Bead & Hat Making 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

22 Tie & Dye 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

23 Phone Repairs  11(73%) 4(27%) 46(94%) 3(6%) 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

24 Decoration  15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

25 Music 15(100%) - 49(100%) - 56(100%) - 32(100%) - 

          

 

Table 2 shows  that the  listed Practice-Oriented TVET  Skills are suitable for 

combating insecurity in Nigeria as suggested by all respondents. 

Research Question 3: What is the expected improved security condition through 

Practice-Oriented TVET?                                                                                                                                                  

Table 3: Responses on the expected improved security condition through 

Practice-Oriented TVET. 

S/N ITEMS TVET Teachers Force 

Personnel’s 

Entrepreneur/ 

Industrialists 

Computer 

Scientist  

  X SD R X SD R X SD R X SD R 

1 Reduction in 

kidnapping. 

4.29 0.19 A 4.50 0.59 A 4.00 0.92 A 4.42 0.57 A 

2 Reduction in armed 

robbery. 

3.43 0.60 A 4.35 0.30 A 4.50 0.65 A 3.73 0.70 A 

3 Reduction in the 

rate of killings. 

4.43 0.27 A 4.23 0.79 A 4.69 0.31 A 4.31 0.30 A 

4 Diversion of 

youth’s interest 

from crime. 

4.57 0.27 A 4.35 0.48 A 4.33 0.62 A 4.08 0.78 A 
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5 Engaging  youths  in 

productive  skills 

thereby  creating  

an  enabling 

environment  for  

businesses  that  

will absorb those 

who would have 

indulged in crimes. 

4.43 0.27 A 

 

4.31 0.54 A 4.50 0.65 A 4.23 0.46 A 

6 Reduction in 

harassment of 

urban and rural 

dwellers by restive 

youths. 

3.71 0.58 A 3.54 0.66 A 4.33 0.62 A 4.27 0.53 A 

7 Reduction in cult 

activities. 

4.00 0.53 A 4.04 0.48 A 4.27 0.95 A 4.12 0.76 A 

8 Reduction in 

vandalization of 

properties by 

youth. 

4.14 0.56 A 3.15 0.28 A 4.27 0.91 A 3.92 0.74 A 

9 Reduction in 

number of political 

thugs. 

3.86 0.54 A 3.77 0.45 A 4.00 0.89 A 3.96 0.75 A 

10 Reduction in 

election crime. 

4.33 0.64 A 3.54 0.66 A 4.83 0.35 A 4.54 0.52 A 

 Total 4.12 0.45  4.08 0.52  4.37 0.69  4.16 0.61  

 

Table 3 revealed that the respondents accepted all the items as the expected 

improved security condition of the country through Practice-Oriented TVET skill 

acquisition by youths in Nigeria. The standard deviation of the items  ranged  

from  0.19  to  0.64  for  TVET  teachers; 0.28 to 0.79 for Force Personnel’s; 0.31 

to 0.95 for Entrepreneurs/Industrialists and  0.30  to  0.78  for  computer 

scientists. This is an indication that the respondents were close in their opinions.  

 

DISCUSSION  

The result of the study shown in Table I reveals that the Vocational educators and 

students agreed that kidnapping, robbery, shooting,  proliferation  of  arms,  

killings and  other cult  related activities  among others,  are Very High in country. 
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The findings of this study corroborated with the study of Udoh  (2015) who 

observed that there is an increase in insecurity in Nigerian since there are cases 

of’ bombings, shootings and killings, kidnapping, armed robbery, arson among 

others.   

Data presented in Table 2 shows that the listed Practice-Oriented TVET Skills 

such as Auto mobile technology, welding and fabrication, carpentry, plumbing,  

hair dressing,  decoration among  others  were  accepted  by both respondents  as  

skills  if  acquired  by youths  can  instigate  their economic development. This 

finding is consistent with the finding of David (2010) who posited that TVET 

focuses on specific trades such as automobile repairs or mechanic, welding, 

plumbing, electrical craftsmanship, hair dressing, tailoring and barbing that can 

equip an individual to be self-reliant.  

The analyses in Table 3 revealed that reduction in kidnapping, armed robbery, 

killing and election crime among others; are the expected improved security 

condition of the country through Practice-Oriented TVET skill acquisition by 

youths in Nigeria. This finding supports the  

report of Shiba (2015) that TVET can be a decisive instrument for youth to 
participate in the workforce and to improve their conditions and social status. 
This is an indication that major stakeholders in TVET, Force personnel’s and 
Computer scientists hold a strong view that acquisition of skills by many youths 
in Nigeria can mitigate insecurity in the country.  
 

Conclusion 

Based on the findings of this study, it was deduced that insecurity such as 
kidnapping armed robbery, shooting, killing, proliferation of arms and others 
was high in country, but the adoption of Practice-Oriented Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training Skills such as auto mobile technology, welding 
and fabrication, radio/television maintenance, phone repairs, decoration, fashion 
design, catering, hair dressing and others for the training of repentant crime 
offenders in the state will help in improving the wellbeing of restive youths which 
will in turn reduce kidnapping, armed robbery, divert the interest of restive 
youths from crime, reduce harassment of urban and rural dwellers by restive 
youths and so on. Therefore, the study concluded that if the government will use 
TVET as a tool to combat insecurity and also to rehabilitate repentant crime 
offenders, it will help mitigate insecurity in the country if well executed. 
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