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Abstract 
Security is considered is a pre-condition for development in every nation. 

On the otherhand, insecurity is a situation where lives and properties are 

lost from time to time. It has to be established that we can hardly have 

absolute or complete security, rather we can have relative security. Let the 

above be as it may, secured atmosphere engenders peace, progress and 

prosperity in every nation no matter where. Back home in Nigeria, a lot of 

crisis situations have rocked the progress of this nation as millions of 

precious lives and invaluable properties have been lost in previous times. 

Lately, the dreaded sects regarded as Boko haram and shites have worsened 

the already ugly situation and nothing tangible seem to be done. It simply 

keep getting out of hands everyday and the sight of solution is far and to a 

large extent non – existent. We therefore, emphasize the need to evolve a 

serene society which will allow for effective movements and progress of 

business activities and a sustainable development and progress. The security 

management models recommended in this study are aimed at combating the 

creators and perpetuators of situations of insecurity and  simultaneously 

addressing and removing the sources of dissatisfaction and discontentment 

which spur security breaches and the involvement of all stake holders both 

in public and private capacity, government, business organizations, civil 

society, religious groups communities and individuals to supply resources, 

expertise and information which are needed to ensure a safe environment 

that will promote peace, growth and development. 
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Introduction 
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

It has to be stated that since the past 

decade or more Nigeria has witness an 

unprecedented security challenges 

occasioned by the activities of 

militants on the South-South region of 

the country, kidnapping in the South 

Eastern part, violence armed robbery 

in almost parts of the country, political 

assassination, ritual killings and more 

recently activities of Boko Haram and 

shite in some parts of the Northern 

region especially North east. These 

social menaces, when put together 

impinge on the security of lives and 

property of both Nigerian citizens and 

foreigners living or even trying to 

invest in the country. 

These challenges are due to abysmal 

failure of successive administration in 

Nigeria to address issues of poverty, 

unemployment and inequitable 

distribution of wealth among ethnic 

nationalities, ultimately resulted to 

anger, agitation and violent crimes 

against the Nigerian state by some 

individuals and groups. Through their 

activities, the government recorded 

low income from oil revenue, 

moderating the gross domestic 

product growth rate, low participation 

of local and foreign investors in 

economic development and general 

insecurity of lives ad properties of the 

citizens. 

Since 2009 to date  in the country 

frequent there has been  occurrence of 

bomb explosions orchestrated by the 

acclaimed religions extremists in the 

northern part of the  country leading to 

death of thousands of innocent 

Nigerians and foreigners all together. 

According crime Guard, a security 

monitoring group between March and 

December, 2012 there were total of 

153 successfully explosion in the 

country and thousands of lives and 

properties worth millions lost on a 

general note however,due to the 

inability of the security agencies. The 

National Security Agency (NSA), 

National Intelligence Agency (NIA), 

The State Security Services, (SSS) 

The Nigeria Police Force (NPF), 

Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS), 

Nigeria Customs Service (NCS), The 

National Drugs Law Enforcement 

Agency (NDLEA), The Nigeria 

Security and Civil Defence Corps 

(NSCDC) and alternatively the 

Nigerian military  attempt to address 

the country’s security challenges 

during these inauspicious period 

raised yet another critical question on 

the preparedness of Nigeria to attain 

the desired political, social and 

economic heights in the year 2020. It 
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also poses serious threats to the unity and corporate existence of Nigeria as a 

sovereign nation state. 

The mass movement of entrepreneurs from trouble areas to relative safer 

regions and total closure of businesses and companies by investors in security 

challenged regions to another are patterns of economic behavior. The bombings 

in markets, ships, motor parks, places of worship has kept people in perpetual 

fear and uncertainty of their lives and investment and this cannot continue. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

May it be established that the security situation in the country between 1999 to 

date has taken a sophisticated dimension with violent crimes spreading to  every 

region of the country, with activities of movement for the emancipation of Niger 

Delta (MEND) crippling the economic activities of such period thereby leading 

to declining oil revenue and kidnapping, ritual killings, ethnic conflicts and 

recently insurgency/ terrorism grinding the economy of the northern region to a 

halt as investors are running away from the once prosperous and business 

conducive north to other part of the country and even away from Nigeria to 

other peaceful African countries. 

The high level of terrorism and violence in Nigeria by the fundamentalist group 

(boko haram and shite) has heightened fear among the populist and international 

community and has eaten deep into the fabrics of our economy and as a matter 

of fact the hostility has gone beyond religious or politic coloration. Several 

meetings, summits and conferences had been held in a bid to curb the menaces 

in the country all to no avail. Also apart from the fact that meetings had been 

held, the federal government has spent millions of naira in making sure that 

security is engendered but that has never worked. 

After nearly a decade of violence, Nigeria government still does not have an 

effective strategy for dismantling these terrorist organizations, what an 

insolence! 

 

Objectives of the study 

The main objective of the study is to x-ray issues of insecurity  in Nigeria and 

in its specifics; 

i. To assess the security and insecurity challenges confronting 

development in Nigeria. 
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ii. To assess the remote and  immediate cause of the security and 

insecurity challenges confronting development in Nigeria. 

iii. To suggest ways of improving security  in the country. 

 

Research Questions 

This research would be guided by the following research question questions 

which demands an answer at the end of the work. 

i. What are the security and insecurity challenges confronting in Nigeria? 

ii. What are the remote and immediate causes of the security and insecurity 

challenges confronting Nigeria? 

iii. In what ways can the security and insecurity challenges in Nigeria be 

solved? 

 

Significance of the Study 

This work will be built upon relevant literatures on the security and insecurity 

challenges in Nigeria especially as it affects development and contribute to 

academic, professionalism and security at large as it enlightens,’ develops and 

inform citizens and government of the re-occurring of domestic terrorism and 

making it possible for policy makers to strategize measures to handle the 

conflict of Nigeria. 

Beyond serving as an addition to already existing literatures, it will serve as a 

practical guide for those in the field of criminal investigation departments, 

terrorism or counter insurgence. This study is thereby motivated strongly to 

contribute to the raging issue of insecurity, its socio-economic implication on 

Nigeria’s development. 

It is therefore hoped that this study will be relevant and of benefits to students 

and scholars of political science, history, intelligences and securities studies and 

the societies at large. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Concept of Insecurity and Security 

In the view of Akin (2008) security refers to “the situation that exists as a result 

of the establishment of measures for the protection of persons, information and 

property against hostile persons, influences and action”.  It is the existence of 

conditions within which people in a society can go about their normal daily 

activities without any threats to their lives or properties, it embraces and 
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encompasses all measures designed to protect and safeguard the citizenry and 

the resources of individuals, groups, businesses and the nation against sabotage 

or violent occurrence (Ogunleye, et al, 2011). According to Igbuzor (2011) it 

demands safety from chronic threats and protection from harmful disruption. 

Security however, can be described as stability and continuity of livelihood 

stable and steady income), predictability of daily life (knowing what to expect), 

protection from crime (feeling safe), and freedom from psychological harm 

(safety or protection from emotional stress which results from the assurance or 

showing that one is wanted, accepted, loved and protected in one’s community 

neighbourhood and by people around. It focuses on emotional and 

psychological sense of belonging to a social group which can offer one 

protection). This description structured the concept of security into four 

dimensions. However, these dimension can be weaved together to give a 

composite definition of security as the protection against all forms of harm 

whether physical, economic or psychological. It is generally argued however 

that security is not the absence of threats or security issues, but the ability to rise 

to the challenges posed by these threats with expediency and expertise. 

Insecurity on the other hand, is the antithesis of security. However, because of 

the very many ways in which insecurity affects human life and existence, the 

concept of insecurity has usually been ascribed different interpretations in as 

relation with the various ways which it affects individuals. Some of the common 

descriptors of insecurity include: want of safety; danger; hazard; uncertainty; 

want of confidence; doubtful; inadequately guarded or protected; lacking 

stability; troubled; lack of protection; and unsafe, to mention a few. All these 

have been used by different people to define the concept of insecurity. These 

different descriptors, however, run into a common reference to a state of 

vulnerability to harm and loss of life, property or livelihood. Beland (2005) 

defined insecurity as “the state of fear or anxiety stemming from a concrete or 

alleged lack of protection.” It refers to lack or inadequate freedom from danger. 

This definition reflects physical insecurity which is the most visible form of 

insecurity, and it falls into many other forms of insecurity such as economic 

security and social security. 

Two views are of essence to this paper. These are (1) Insecurity as the state of 

being open or subject to danger or threat of danger, where danger is the 

condition of being susceptible to harm or injury, and (2) Insecurity as the state 

of being  ex posed to risk or anxiety, where anxiety is a vague unpleasant 
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emotion that is experienced in anticipation of some misfortune. A major point 

about insecurity implied in these definitions is that those affected by insecurity 

are not only uncertain or unaware of what would happen but they are also not 

able to stop it.  protect themselves when it happens. It is in this view that we 

would describe insecurity in this paper as: ‘not knowing, a lack of control, and 

inability to take defensive action against forces that portend harm or danger to 

an individual or group, or what make them vulnerable’. ‘Vulnerability’ is the 

situation that we do not know and we cannot face or anticipate. It is also 

something we may know would happen but we are not able to face it. 

 

Insecurity: The Nigerian Experience 

Appraising Nigeria’s security problems Omoyibo and Akpomera (2012) 

avowed that security in Nigeria is synonymous to an individual who put iron 

bars across his or her windows which eventually prevents the individual from 

escaping a fire outbreak. For them, the only condition for the maintenance of 

peace and the guarantee of security is by upholding law and order. By this, state 

could be secured against threats which may include low-level civil disorder, 

crime, organised violence, or even an armed insurgency (El-Rufai, 2012). 

Insecurity is continuing to hurt all inhabitants of Nigeria as it is already fast 

dawning on them that government cannot effectively guarantee the security of 

lives and properties. The state security agents who are saddled with the 

responsibility for the security of lives and property which include- the police, 

state security agencies, the military, immigration, and prison service have all 

performed abysmally in the discharge of their duties. The level of insecurity in 

Nigeria is multifaceted as such one cannot accurately categorise the patterns of 

insecurity. 

There are different forms of insecurity in Nigeria. For example in the South-

West geo-political zone, armed robbery is prevalent especially in cities like 

Lagos, Ibadan, Akure and Abeokuta; in the South-South and South-East which 

is the oil base of the nation, kidnapping is rampant and the activities cover every 

part of the zone with victims of all ages and all walks of life; in the North, 

robbery across me border coupled with Boko Haram and Shite insurgence is the 

security challenge. The menace of the Boko Haram for sometime now has 

constituted a thorn in the flesh of Nigerians; from the first time they struck in 

Borno State part of Nigeria in 2 209. over 4000 people including Nigeria 

citizens as well as expatriates has been killed in violent deadly attacks targeting 
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Christian churches, police, a few mosques, military installations, Western-type 

educational institutions with innocent students and even children (Edukugho, 

2012). They have also carried out a series of deadly and costly bombing 

campaigns in the country - the Independence anniversary bombing, the bombing 

of the United Nations office in 

Abuja, the bombing of the Police Headquarters in Abuja, the bombing of the 

military base in Kaduna (Egbewole, 2013). 

 

Reasons for Insecurity in Nigeria 

A. Corruption 

Corruption has remained one of the major reasons for insecurity in the country 

due to diversion of public resources to private individuals. This called for the 

government, non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and all other related 

agencies to realistically and comprehensively study and address the causes of 

this problem with a view to planning an action to address these persistent 

problems today and in future. Although some efforts were attempted to address 

these problems in the past; according to (Charas, Liberty, Wali 2014), for 

example, the previous governments, both Military and Democratic had tried to 

focus attention on good governance, prudence, transparency and accountability 

through number of ways, such as establishing Code of Conduct Bureau by the 

Murtala Mohammed administration in 1975, Ethical Revolution by Shehu Aliyu 

Shagari’s civilian administration in 1979, War Against Indiscipline and 

Corruption by General Muhammadu Buhari's administration in 1984, Mass 

Mobilization for Self Reliance, Social Justice and Economic Recovery by 

General Ibrahim Babangida in 1985 , Failed Banks Tribunal by General Sani 

Abatcha in 1994, .Anti-Corruption Bill by Olusegun Obasanjo in 2000. 

Similarly, in 2007, the administration of Umaru Musa Yar’adua has made it a 

cardinal policy to observe rule of law to enhance public accountability and 

stamp out corruption in the Nigerian society. 

B. Unemployment 

Unemployment is defined as a situation when people are not engaged in 

meaningful work and are lacking the basic necessities of life. While we are not 

oblivious of the fact that there are other reasons why people engage in criminal 

activities, we cannot rule out the fact that activities resulting from 

unemployment are indirect consequences of corruption. Corruption leads to 

unemployment, unemployment to conflicts and conflicts to insecurity. Many 
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Nigerian youths have become preys to terrorists and are easily radicalized. In 

the Niger Delta region for instance, unemployed youths were the ones employed 

in the armed conflicts between Multinational Oil Companies and militants while 

many of such youths are members of the Boko-Haram sect. 

Adegbami (2013) opined that, idle mind; they say is the devil workshop so as 

the rate of unemployment continues to raise, so also the wave of crimes and its 

attendant effects. The Nigerian Bureau of Statistics (NBS) cited in Ogah et al., 

(2011) puts unemployment in Nigeria at about 23.9 per cent and still raising. 

These unemployed people now employ themselves by engaging in illegal 

activities such as kidnapping, robbery, bunkering, and other fraudulent 

activities. This brings attention to their plight by engaging in destructive 

behavior at the slightest provocation. 

C. Poverty 

Another cause of insecurity is the poverty, which is a multidimensional 

phenomenon. The World Development Report 2000/2001 (World Bank, 2001) 

summarizes the various dimensions as a lack of opportunity, lack of 

empowerment and lack of security. The window of opportunity remains closed 

to the poor masses, and this makes them practically inactive in the society. Their 

lack of empowerment limits their choices in almost everything and their lack of 

security makes them vulnerable to diseases, violence and so on. Similarly, 

according to a United Nations statement, in Nigeria, widespread and severe 

poverty is a reality. It is a reality that depicts a lack of food, clothes, education 

and other basic amenities. 

D.  Government Policy 

The responsibility for internal security of life and property is supposed to 

generally rest on the Government. The state’s internal security is supposed to 

be maintained by either the ordinary police or law enforcement agencies or 

more militarized police forces. Other specialized internal security agencies exist 

to augment these main forces, such as border guards, special police units, or 

aspects of the state. However, the Nigerian security agencies in the fight against 

insecurity especially in the North have fallen short of their diligent 

responsibilities. Unfortunately, some states, especially in the Northeast where 

insurgency and terrorist activities are so high, the internal security tasked 

responsibility of providing secret police service, the level of authorized force 

used by agencies and forces responsible for maintaining internal security range 
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from un armed police to the fully armed Para-military organizations, or some 

level of less-lethal weaponry in between. 

E. Poor Leadership 

They say that leaders are born, not made while, it is true that some people are 

born leaders; some leaders are born in the midst of adversity. Often, simple 

people who have never had a leadership role will stand up and take the lead 

position when a situation they care about requires it. Although you can still learn 

the techniques of true leadership and Influence and build the confidence it takes 

to take the lead. The more experience you have acting as a genuine leader, the 

easier it will be for you. It is never easy to take the lead, as you will need to 

make decisions and face challenges, but it can become natural and rewarding. 

As such, the definitions of leadership varied across times and culture According 

to Linda (2011) philosophers, political scientists and psychologists have 

produced extensive literature on leaders and leadership, but despite that, there 

is still no comprehensive consensus as to why and under what circumstances 

some people emerge and become good leaders and others remain followers. It 

is against this development that Plato believed that only a few selected with 

superior wisdom should be leaders. While, Machiavelli felt that those who had 

the ability to organize power and knowledge in defence of the state should be 

followed. He believed that people are weak and dishonest; therefore, 

manipulations acceptable to achieve one’s goals when the end justifies the 

means. 

F. Weak Judiciary 

Legal systems, as Cooter (1996) puts it, in rule-of-law states establish the rules 

of the game and the mechanisms individuals may resort to enforce their rights. 

While, Hay, Shleifer and Vishny, (1996) opines that the rule of law means, in 

part, that people use the legal system to address people’s behavior activities and 

resolve disputes. This includes learning what the legal rules say, structuring 

their political, social, economic etc. transactions using these rules, seeking to 

punish or obtain compensation from those who break the rules, and turning to 

the public officials, such as the courts and the police, to enforce these rules. 

Interestingly, as opined by Yahaya (2012), the general expectation has always 

been that the judiciary should function in such a manner as to mitigate, if not 

eliminate the problem; unfortunately, this is becoming one huge forlorn hope 

for judges to make money especially during election tribunals. 
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Consequences of Insecurity in Nigeria 

The consequences of insecurity as summarized by Ali (2013), 

1. Economic factor: Due to the fear of the unknown, insurgency and 

terrorist activities, the security situation more especially in the north-east had 

led to the migration of people from the affected areas to the other safer states 

thereby created economic depression in the area. As a result commercial 

activities have almost been paralyzed. Inflation had gone high in the area due 

to few commercial activities operated For example. Banks and other financial 

institutions operated in fewer hours. Food stuff, wearing materials, car spare 

parts and many more are not only in limited supply but also costlier. 

Furthermore, due to the insecurity, government revenue remained unachievable 

as most revenue generation areas of these states have either remained closed or 

partially operated. 

2. Political factor: Some people, politicians and government officials also 

took advantage of the insecurity situation to either killed, harassed or intimidate 

their political opponents under the disguise of the Boko Haram. While some 

government officials also use the insecurity situation as an opportunity to steal 

government money. Due to this Boko-Haram insurgency, Nigeria was listed as 

one of the terrorist countries in West Africa and Africa as a whole. Nigerian 

citizens especially the northerners are no longer finding it easy to secure 

travelling visa abroad. 

3. Social factor: Social activities in the area are also very poor due to the 

fear of the unknown. Most schools, whether private of public especially in some 

parts of Adamawa, Bomo, and Gombe and Yobe states remained closed for a 

long time. As a result, students in these states were left behind in terms of 

teaching, learning and research. Majority of the staff particularly those coming 

from the southern part of the country had fled whether teachings or non 

teaching. While those around were rendered unproductive Tae situation is not 

limited to primary and secondary school teachers rattier even university of 

Maiduguri was affected as many senior Professors had fled the university. The 

situation had affected most of the students in the areas of teaching, learning and 

research. 

 

Insecurity Environment of Business in Nigeria 

Insecurity environment of business refers to insecurity variables that affect the 

performance of a business but over which the business enterprise has little or 
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no direct control. In Nigeria, the variables range from theft to organized armed 

robbery, kidnapping and demand for ransom, assassination, repeated invasion 

and blockading of business installations, social injustice, unemployment, lack 

of access to livelihood resources, rising cost of living, and bombing. All these 

variables of crimes and social maladies have made the Nigerian security 

environment to be complex. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The group theory will stand as the theoretical frame work of this study; these 

frame works however is for the analysis of such phenomenon like terrorism 

(boko haram and Shite). The group theory is more appropriate and relevant. 

According to Author Bentley, groups are indispensable, some admits that 

though individuals have roles to play, their role are more important only in 

group context. The theorists see group behaviour as relationship between the 

individual that constitute such groups. The group one belongs to can affect him 

to an extent of his behaviour. 

 

Implication of the theory to the study 

The boko haram and Shite therefore are conglomerate of interest groups. It 

becomes very necessary at this juncture to study the various groups which 

interplay with each other in the process of terrorist activities in Nigeria. 

According to Bentley in his analysis of group theory, individual is important 

only in the group theory context. He and shills (another theorist). See the social 

system as it is made up of groups which compete for values of the society. 

Consequently, these groups which compete for values, attention, and demand 

of the society, drawing from our subject matters, these groups are being 

motivated by the activities of the other groups. For instance The Nigeria-Delta 

militant group motivated and gingered up boko haram sect. Presently, the boko 

haram sect, with its own group interest is then likely that it has turned one of 

the most terrifying and strongest terrorist groups in Nigeria among other groups. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 CONCLUSION 

It has to be concretized that security without doubt is sine qua non for the sound 

existence of human beings, a nation, its unity and economic prosperity as well 

as political stability. Security entails the presence of peace, safety, happiness 
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and the protection of human and physical resources. Every threats to human 

security are also challenges to health and consequently are detrimental to the 

physical, psychological and over all wellbeing of the individual. Therefore, we 

note that insecurity leads to illnesses, low life expectancy rate, low quality of 

life and even death. 

The productive sector of the economy which depends largely on the availability 

and regular supply of raw materials is suffering from the cutting off of the 

supply of raw materials and also facing untold difficulty in the marketing of 

finished product. In the area of finance, insecurity has increased security or 

defense spending as the country and most business organisations now spend a 

lot in maintaining security outfits. Insecurity has thus, become a drain on 

national resources as the resources expended on security could have been 

otherwise deployed in developing national infrastructure. Finally and perhaps 

most importantly to Nigeria, insecurity has significantly affected oil production 

as a result of kidnappings and the hostage taking of oil workers and this has 

adversely reduced government revenue. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A lot of measures need to be put in place to resolve insecurity in the country. 

New security policies, thinking and strategies need to be developed; corruption 

has to be stopped by all means; the government and the people need to develop 

trust and work together to resolve the insecurity situation for Nigeria to move 

forward. The following is therefore recommended: 

1. Government should improvement standard of living of the people through 

creation of more entrepreneurship centers across the country, most 

especially in the North and North-east. 

2. Government should therefore intensify fight against corruption through 

good legislation and stiff penalties for those found wanting. 

3. The Nigerian judicial system should be strengthened through routine 

independent checking mechanism. Judges should be monitored closely 

while dispensing cases to ensure that laws are applied to all in a fair, 

reasonable and understandable manner. 

4. Government should promote good governance, transparency, 

accountability through the use of print and electronic media as well as 

enlighten the public through workshop, seminars and NGOs. 
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5.  Government should establish or create more employment centers the 

establishment of entrepreneurship skill acquisition programs. This will 

make more youths to be self-sustained 

6.  School curriculum should be redesigned to include Peace and conflict 

resolutions studies as well as entrepreneurship courses to be taught right 

from secondary schools. Politicians who use thuggery should be barred 

from politics for at least a period of five years. 
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